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MEDITATION IL 


On the Moxxtwd and the Suv. 


O W excellent is the mercy of the Lon n, 
again awakening me, who, like the Son, 

can do nothing of (a) myſelf; to behold the repeat- 
ed 


(a) Jed. v. 19. where they who, profefiing themſelves 
CuasT's diſciples, do cantend for natural knowledge, Kee 
may ſee how they exalt themſelves abene Caris7, whiltt 
they, under the character of ſons, do vundi#rolly refuls the 
teaching of the Father, _ 


"AS. 
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ed repreſentations of PURIFYING GRACE under 
this morning light! Numbers have doubtleſs 
ſept to be laid in the filent grave, where there 
is u repentance (a); to riſe in an awful eter- 
nity of bliſs or woe now unalterably fixed. 
But the GLorIOUs REDEEMER, clearing (b) 
our perſons from guilt, that we might be 
cleanſed from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, (c) 
has called me (amazing compaſſion to a child 
(4) of death) to meditate on his ſpititual 
handy-work, as illuſtrated in the radiant firma- 
ment, againſt the objections of haughty nfideli- 

ty, that T might give diligence to be found 
with the! myſtery of the (e) faith in a pure con- 
ſcience, ere my days alſo paſs away, as the 


— ſmoke 


3 


{a) 1 Fohnv. 19. Fcclef. ix, 10. Perhaps there has not 
been a more groxndleſs aſſertion made in any age than that 
the late Dr. Sykes has made, that there is not a word about 
ie reſurection of our bodies or fleſh in 88. For that the dead 

all be raiſed and live is repeatedly affirmed ; and what dies is 
the body or fleſh, therefore that very body will be raiſed. 

(6) Bp. Brownrig, on the authority of SS and according 
to the leich of the primitive church, very truly makes this 
neceſſary and much neglected diſtinfion, ſaying, Vol. I. . 384. 

« Sin is cleanſed in our jwſt:fication, when tis pardoned and 
« forgiven us. This cleanſing belongs only to Gop— tis he 
alone that can thus cleanſe— tis he alone can blot ont our 
e iniquities and pardon our offences, | 

4 2, Sin hath another cleanſing, and that is by mortifica- 
« tion and Yepeneration and converſion—the progreſs of theſe 
« atts God works in us and by us“. 


{c) 2 Cor. vi. 1. (4) Pal. ei. 20. (e) 1 Tim, iii. 9. 
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ſmoke (f) from the chimneys of yonder village. 
And ſhall my body riſe, and my ſoul, for whoſe 
ſake my body is thus riſen, be ſunt in an 
oblivion of the end of divine forbearance 3 and 
not be raiſed from theſe beds of earth to the 
contemplation of the things of the holy heaven, 
according to the ANALOGY OF FAITH (gz)? 
Infidelity indeed would perſuade the ſoul from 
views that diſcover its deformity; and would tempt 
it to ſeek to the falſe light it ſuggeſts. ©* Blind 
& devotion” too, on the one hand, would ) 
« have the piety without the myſtery of faith”. 
« Oh! zealous it would be, but not with 


« knowledge. Oh! a good heart towards Gon, 


« no matter for knawiedge.” On the other, 
& prophane curioſity would have the myſtery 
c without the piety, underſtand all ſecrets and 
« myſteries, comprehend all truths, but for 
& holineſs” it has noliking. But may I ever be 
diſpoſed to come to the light, to ſee whether (i) 
my works are wrought of Gop or nt; may 
I ſeek to join holineſs to truth, that it may be 
boly truth; and truth to bolineſs, that it may be 


true 


(f) Pf. eii. 3. k 

(g) Rom. zii. 6. ar arakoyiar wirws, leſt any 
ſays Cameron, ſhould raſhly urter what was not revealed (and 
I add) thus in analogons repreſentations, 

(hb) Bp. Brownrig, Vel. II. p. 16. 

(i) St. Fobn iu. 17. 
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true holineſs, May therefore the once cruci- 
hed Gop, who ſaid, there bell be light and 
it was, vouchſafe to hear the humble deſires 
his SPIRIT excites (5); may this immortal 
SUN wich the beams of his glorious Enowledgt 
rouſe every of my intellectual powers from 
ſpiritual ſoth, from every darkening conceit and 
from every faul and ſinſul affection; that my ſpi- 
rit may enjoy a morning of grace and truth, ſince 
I muſt ſrom the very conſtitution of man, with 
CurisT,ſay,(c)asl hear T judge. And behold, my 
foul, divine verity ſtill deſcending in nature's ima- 
ges to defeat its adverſaries, For whilſt we view 
the (d) outgoings of this morning rehearſing to 

the nations the like free redemption by ChRIST, 
we muſt not forget the procedure of Almighty 
ui ſdam on this occaſion. If the common parent 
earth, on which we live, has a daily experience 
of a tranſlation from the darkneſs, that lately 
| ſur- 


) It is well ſaid by Bp. Broznrig, Vol. I. p. 219. © No 
* 4 prays for the * but he that has the sri“, 
and he brings in St. Bernard ſaying, © there is no more cer- 
" tain fign of grace than defire of grace: as the rivers by ſe- 
* gret paflages come firſt from the ſea; then by more open 
A conveyances rerarn thither again.“ — St, Auſtin affirming, 
Baes & non petita conceditur, ut ei petenti alia concedantur, 
Faith wnacked is granted to us, that other things may be 
granted to its prayer.” And then this pjors prelate adds, 
In the fir 2 of grace he (Gop) bids himſelf to us, as he 
« did to Zacchens ; but for after accetiions of grace he looks 
6 to be imvited, exe he come to us”, For this dofrine 
is moſt evident from Galat. v. 3. Eph. ii. 2.— vi. x8, &. 

Cc) Jb. v. 30. (4) Pf. xv. 8. 


4 
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ſurrounded it to this marvellous light that now 
crowns the fields with its radiance, the bene- 
fits of this happy revolution are not confined 
to it alone, My body that was not concerned 
in bringing about the tranſgreſſion or fall (e) of 
the earth from material glory otherwiſe than 
by the natural conneCtions it had with it, and 
that was yet joinly involved in the dark ſtate 
that followed its declination, has ample recom- 
pence in this ſcene: ſo that what loſs men in- 
voluntarily ſuſtained by the one diſpenſation they 
have freely made up to them in this other. For 
as the earth is a partaker of this ſplendid git of 
our dear Redeemer, of the recovering light of this 
world, ſo all its offspring, even they who no more 
concurred to its conver /i5n from darknels to light, 
than they did to its deviation enjoy the common 
revolution with all its glorieus conſequences.— 
The cottaged peaſant as well as the ſceptered ſeue- 
reign, the poor as well as the rich—the deluded 
ſinner as well as the reſerv'd moralift, and the 
unjuſt as well as the ju (þ). The undiſciplined 
Indian has an intereſt in it, in common with the 
more Civilized European. No difference of na- 
tions or manners, no variety in the conſtitution 
or form of their bodies precludes them from ſha- 
ring this heavenly donation of the zew-born day 
or light, Or if we turn our eyes to the other 

or 


() The Latins, &c. uſe a word ſor this decline of the ſun 
which comes from Cade, to fall—calling it Occaſus, 
(p) FEſ. xix. 6,—xlix, 2.— IAatt. v. 45. 


e 
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tribes of being. The generous lion has a part 
in it with the /amb, the roe on the ſpicy moun- 
tains with the 0 1d aſs in the deſert, the rapaci- 
ous hawk with the harmleſs dove, the little par- 
row with the imperial eagle, and the night-co- 
loured raven with the whiteſt ſtuan. And in 
the vegetable world, the reed with the cedar, 
the briar with the vine. For © the ſun is not 
Jeornful, but looks with the /ame face upon every 
plot of the earth, not only the ſtately palaces 
and pleaſant gardens are viſited by his beams, but 
mean cottages, but neglected boggs and mores.” 
So univerſally extenſive is the benefit, Borne on 
the earth's body, they alſo enjoy a comfortable ex- 
change for the darkneſs they ſell into; they alſo 
arearray'd in the fair veſture of the riſing light, 
that has been refined in the ſolar fire for them. 
And thus by the riſing of this Ox earthy na- 
ture into the glory of this world the multitude 
are in a degree made glorious, For doſt thou 
enquire, curious man, whether it is by thine own 
arm or by the revolution of thy obedrent parent 
earth, and by the connection thou haſt with it 
according to the good pleaſure of Gop, that thy 
body and thoſe of thy fellow-creatures have 
been redeemed from darkneſs and made happy 
partners of this Jovely day of good things ? Hear 
nature's reply, and behold experience demon- 
ſtrate to thee, that it is, under Go p, to the reſur- 
rection 


(7) Bp, Hall, 
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redtion of this one light in an earthy nature, that 
the outward man is indebted for its recovery or 
birth from the gloomy circumſtances it was fal- 
len into, for the crown of viſible glory which 
nowencirclesit, There may be who has hitherto 
proudly diſcountenanced the doctrine of . a; 
free-imputation of another's appropriate endow- 
ment to us,” having grounded his diſlike to it 
upon a ſuppoſition of its being repugnant to the 
adminiſtration of our infinitely wiſe and juſt 
God, for all to be delivered from a gloomy ſtate 
and cleared by the converſion and reſurrection 
or riſing of one body. But muſt he not acknows 
ledge on a view of this obſervable ſcene, that a 
fact of this kind is demonſtrable to our ſenſes, 
and graciouſly wrought out for the world on the 
ſun-riſe ? For the light's appropriate raiment is 
now freely impoſed on the inhabitants of the 
earth through the bounty of out Gop, and its 
bright robe imparted to us for our clearance (p) 
from our late dar ſtate, we being made parta- 
kers of it by the converſion of this globe of ours, 
and the riſing of this ne man- bearing body into 
the whitening heaven. Nor ſhould it be thought 
an impeachable propoſition that another's illuſtri- 
ous habit of purity ſhould be thus impoſed, be- 
cauſe it is not man's perſonal work, as if it was 
impoſſible he ſnould be accepted or viewed in any 

Aaaa habit 


(p) The ether is ſaid in Virgil, veſtire campes, ec to cloath 
the fields. 
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habit but that which is wrought by him, and of 
his own acquiring () For do not I behold the 
male treated truth, the queſtioned. diſpenſation 
actually diſplayed in this communicated robe of 
the ſun, that (7) cloaths all things with its light, 
and which we did not form, but were freely born: 
to: infants as well as men, young men and 
maidens, old men and children?” (f) - Yes. In 
this ſyſtem I find men owe their redemption from 
_ darkneſs to light, to their being inveſted with 
the luſtre of another, namely, the ſun, riſen to 
clear the world. Amazing lovely proviſion as 
much to be admired for its extent as for its beau- 
ty: far as the eaſt is from the weſt, expelling 
the blackneſs that ſate upon us! And what is 
this obſervable diſpenſation deſigned to lead the 
enquiring mind to? The almighty, who made 
this outer taburnacle of heaven by underſtanding, . 
has, without doubt, eminently wiſe reaſons why 
he has / conſtructed it, that men ſhould have 
clearance from the robe of a ſuffering light. Aud 
as the Sd report all things to be made for CHRIST, 
may we not without preſumption enquire into 
the reaſon of this diſpenſation, or what is regi- 
ſtered to us in this part of the celeſtial archives? 
For all are agreed in this point that nature is fram- 
ed, to give the creature juſt ideas of the LoRx D of 


hoſts. 


7) Upon this principle a man ſhould not wear any clothes - 
that are not of his own manufacture. 

70 Conveſtit omnia luce. So Lucret, 

(s) Pſal, cxlviii, 12, 
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hoſts. O! may he, who has ſaid the heavens 
Hall declare his wondrous works, and his truth 
in the congregation of his ſaints, (t) order our 
ſteps in this enquiry, that the end may be wrought 
in us, for which this ſcheme of providence was 
inſtituted, and we #now his teflimonies. We 
have then been taught in nature's ſchool, that 
we can have no ideas of Gop's ſpiritual œcono- 
my, but from natural repreſentations of them 
to the ſenſe (u). And it is the derff's avowed 
principle, that we ought only to receive thoſe 
accounts of the divine adminiſtration in the ſpi- 
ritual world that are agreeable to our notions of 
his providence in th:5—It is therefore, methinks, 
a fair concluſion to affirm that this diſpenſation 
of a recovery of our outward man to glory, by 
the ri/ing of the light in the revolved earth, was 
at fir provided, and is now continued to be a 
ſtandard, by which we ſhould determine what 
conceptions of Gop's œconomy are or. are 
not conformable to the courſe he has been pleaſed 
to take in this v//ible world, Since then it was 
ordained to be a peaceable arbitrator of mental 
differences, let us abide by its repreſentations. 
And what would nature here /ignify to the mind 
that follows her bright dictates? Doubtleſs a fi- 

Aaaaz milar 


(e) Pſal. Ixxxix. 5. 

() Let none deſpiſe the uſe of parallels, on Leſley in 
his Socinian controverſy, pag. 40. which are ſo frequent in 
holy ſcripture—By theſe we are led to the knowledge of Gop 
and the great myſtery of our redemption and future enjoy - 
ment of Go p—ywe have ve other way.“ 
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milar diſpenſation towards man, conſidered as he 
is a member of the ſpiritual and intellectual ſy- 
ſtein —otherwiſe ſhe would afford no idea or /i- 
militude. And what is a ſimilar diſpenſation ? 
Were the moſt ſanguine Socinians to be the jud- 
ges in this enquiry, muſt they not own that if 
nature is the ſlore houſe from whence we have our 
ideas, this particular ſcene is to delineate to us 
« a ſimilar redemption of them who fell ſhort 
of the glory of God, thro' the tranſgreſſion of one 
common parent, by a ſimilar revolution and ri/ing 
of ONE man bearing body to glory, and by a ,- 
milar imputation or impoſition of the white robe 
of the true light upon all?” For if we have ſeen 
that the fall of all men from the light of this world, 
only by their connection with the deviating earth 
in the evening, powerfully igniſies to all nations 
the fall of man, as a member of the piritual ſy- 
ſem, from glory, by the {in of one like (Adame 
ox) parent nature: this other event, which re- 
ipfates our outward man in worldly glory, by 
means of the turn and riſing of ene earthy na- 
ture iato the ſunny luſtre of the guiet heaven, 
(z) and by iaveſting us with a bright robe we 
wrought wes would as expreflively repreſent to 

us 


0 Celur pacatum Lucretius, from pace © peace,” Whence 
we find © lieathen's ſecking to pacate his deities, was owning 
that, previous to his ſacrifice, they carried a face of anger to- 

wards him, like that of the inclement iky, and defiring that 
ſerene peaceable aſpect from them which the rranguil hea- 
ven bore to their hodies. So we have found revelation from 
which they aß eie uſe DV Snel M, in the note on Ab. 

lem. 
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us 2 free counter+ballancing love, a gracious re- 
coveny of men, as members of this; ſpiritual 
ſyſtem, from the conſequences of their fall, by 
alike obedient converſion of ON E raiſid in glo- 
ry, and by a ſimilar :mputation of the purity; of 
this true GLORY in his human or earthy na- 
ture, and of his garment of ſalvation to them, 
which they concurred not to form, but are, in 
like manner, freely regenerated or born a- ne 
to. They who conſider nature as Gop's prin- 
ter of ideas on their minds muſt alſo acknow- 
ledge that GoD would impreſs this lovely fact 
upon the teachable ſoul with his heavenly-form- 
ed types, and regiſter it in the face of all people : 
that he would give us demonſtration, more obvi- 
ous than mathematic deduction, of the clearing 
grace by which his people live, and evince that 
no ſcheme or account of his /p:7itual economy 
towards his creatures can tally with or be con- 
formable to the natural courſe of his providence, 
which admits not into it this capital ſcene of un- 
merited love, a recovery or redemption of fallen 
man from darkneſs to glory, not by any perſonal 
vertue of his own, but, by the converſion- of 
OE like „inner- bearing body, obedient, for aur 
ſalvation, and by an inveſtiture of us with 515 
far more excellent garment of (y) purity, in or- 

der 


(y) My reader may obſerve that purity, in the intellagual 
ſyſtem, is expreſſed in all languages by words that denote 


, 

: 

- 

* 

: 

: C 
: 

* 
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der to our clearance. An inveſtiture as exten- 
Foe alſo as it is /avely: not confin'd, any more 
than this natural ſun's radiance, to the garden- 
like ſoul, but ſhining alſo on a wilderneſs na- 
ture; — not limited to the ſpiritually mighty and 
wiſe, but alſo freely given to the lowly and the 
weak and the ;gnorant—not extended only to 
certain men, who were previouſly to the gift of this 
or that particular ſedt, but comprehending, in 
ſupport of his character, as the light of the world, 


the whole human nature, of every name, infants 


as well as men, of every age and every nation— 
(z) not only trees of righteouſneſs, perſons far 
ad- 


the purity of the heavens or the ligbe, Cc. in the natural 
world, as it cannot indeed be otherwiſe repreſented, either 
by or to men, that muſt take all their ideas of ſpirirual things 
from natural things —In our language, it is notorivufly ſo, 
the words fair, clear, ſhining, illuſtrious, ſplendid, bright, 
candid, pure, glorious, heavenly, &c. being uſed in common 
for 1 the Romans, candor, the word for the 
22 70 or ſplendor of the heavens, (cander cæœli, in Cicer. 
and ſolis) is applied to what we call the candor of the mind, hy 
Ovid, Sc. ſo candidus is uſed in common with des for a clear 
day, by Ovid, and with pettus and anima for candid minds 
and purus, ſplendidus, clarus, nitidus, mundus, &c, Amongſt 
the Greeks, he, Aeg, ay nao, pi, ASU, 
auyNn, obe e, Adajurecc, wIofos, Cc. are made the 
ſame uſe of, juſt as the ſacred writers apply WW 13 
Bex and Tuzvur, Sc. to the clearneſs of the body of 
the heavens and to the clean heart, Fſal. lii. 10. And if 
this be To, how much abaſhed muſt objectors be to think of 
aſſuming purity to themſelves in the face of nature, with. 
ut. receiving it by :mputation from another upon their natu- 
rally black perſons—for their very language is their refuta- 
tion. 


(2) Hence amongſt the apoſtates, the AuTuetos expiatery. 


Pbæbus (from poi gαα to cleanſe) was called IIapyans r 
« t 


af 


ee 
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advanced in ſpiritual ftrength and fruitfulneſs, 
not only men of Gop arrived at a high fature 
in virtue, but hearts trembling like the bruiſed 
reed; and new-born babes of grace who may be 
weak in the faith and of little experience—not 
only them who have ten talents, but them who 
have received but frye ;z—not only them who have 
a fairer aſpect in life than others and are p- 
right as the fir, but alſo them who have had a 
nature offenſive as the briar ; every frame of 
mind being under a like cloud of black guilt 
without the imputed purity cf the Sun of 
righteouſneſs in his human or earthy nature; For 
behold, my ſoul, without this brightly inveſt- 
ing ſun, all would be involved in one common 
gloom, the /aint as well as the brute, the lilly as 
well as the thi/tle. Nor wonder I refer thee 
thus repeatedly to an obſervation which lays ſo 
much in the way of every perſon to make, and 
which none who has the uſe of his ſenſes can 
call in queſtion. I do this, becauſe commonprin- 
ciples, like common benefits, are too generally 
neglected for no other reaſon, than becauſe they 
are common. And alſo becauſe it muſt be very 
evident methinks, from this neceſſary and 
important ſcene under our preſent notice, that 
true religion is not contrary, but entirely agres- 

able 


« theall-enlightning ſun, Arif. de mund—Celum omnibus 
collucerer. Cic. de, Univerſ. 9. Solis Inumind peruvulgant calum, 
* the light of the ſun is divu/ged throughout the heavens ;** 
So Lucr, I. 2, 136. 


—R ELF _ 
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able to common ſenſe, and falls in with our 
common obſervation. For if in this natural 
ſyſtem. we unque/tionably receive the clearance of 
our bodies from a dark ſtate and our preſent in- 
veſtiture with this g/ory from the light, going 
forth like a bridegroom in all his luſtre to appa- 
rel the bridal earth : then it is as undeniably cer- 
tain, that a ſyſtem cannot be agreeable to the 
Mem of nature which wants an eminently-gra- 
cious event of this kind, and where men are 
unaptiy ſuppoſed recovering themſelves from 
their foul guilt and darken'd underſtanding and 
a blacker habit of fin to a more intereſting clear- 
ance, without any freely-given connection with 
the veſture of a ſimilar light of the world riſen 
in his human (or earthy) nature to ' brighten 
their perſons and guzcken their ſouls. 

Shall I then not only take a view of the ſcrip- 
tural account, but call before me the ſeveral ſy- 
ſtems of them who boaſt their obſervance of the 
fitneſs of things, and contend for a natural rela- 
tion or correſpondency in truth to their own 
experience: all the refined fabrics of moral taſte; 
the plans of Socinus, Shaftsbury or Bolingbroke, 
or of Mahometan or | Heatheniſh worſhip, and 
try them by this fandard which nature ſupplies 
for the determination of, the true ideas of the 
ceconomy of the Gop of our lite towards us? 
For be it allowed that men have at any time 
fallen ſhort of a glorious purity in their con- 
Vers 
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verſation and under a cloud of guilt or diftreſg, 
tempora nubila, which ſurely none can deny t 
have bappen'd to him, who. examines hitown 
heart, and if words mean any thiag, it is en- 
tremely unnatural to conceive ſuch a tranigreſ- 
ſor to be otherwiſe reſtored to a gloridus ſtate. of 
heavenly favour; or ſuch a claud to be otherwiſe 
removed, than by the robe of the like but tra- 
light thus put hen man to ſerene him (a). And 
when I recolle& theſe ſeveral ſyſtems which are 
ptopoſed by their reſpective advocates to be nut- 
gute to the wants of men, and thereſore wor- 
thy the world's reception, in which of them do 
1 finda relieving diſpenſation of this kind, as ma- 
niſeſt to human nature as the imputation of the 
ſunny luſtre is now to the redeemed world, and 
without which, nature, Go vp's faithful ſcribe, 
teſtifies! to my ſenſe, that a man muſt neceſfarily 
and in the courſe of things remain under all his 
blackeloud of guilt and diftreſs, under the gloomy 
dominion of the powers of darkneſs, baniſh'd, 
perpetually + baniſh'd from the preſence of the 
glory of the LORD?“ () Deiſm'is fo general. 
ly recommended for a ſbort way to truth, gend 


(a) Hence whilſt Setias in his Syiv. 7, 3, 211% admits 
damnate nubila menti, “the cloudy reflect ions of a guilty con- 
ſcience.” Pliny 2. 7, ſays, Sol nubila human am ſcrenat, 
«© the ſun clears up the glooms of the human mind: impu- 
ting that in their apoſtacy to the creature which is only true 
of bim whom this ſun _ repreſents. 

(5) In 2 Tal. i. 4. my reader will find the pan} of 
— - _ of Cbrift, the true light, thus naturally repre- 

fe 
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is aſſumed with ſuch confidence for pure natu- 
ral religion, that we might be inclined to think 
ve could not fail of meeting in it with what na- 
ture: ſuggeſts an idea of. And is the wonderful 
<6: regeneration of men to glory by the zmputed 
purity of Ons 8INNER-BEARING BODY” to 
be found in it? Do we behold in this ſyſtem, 
as in nature's; its ſeveral members depending for 
'clearance from their diſmal gloomy ſtate upon a 
revolution wrought for them by another : by a 
like but ſpiritual /un, freely giving them his 
tubiter raiment to cover them? Do we view them 
with child lite ſubmiſſion, receiving the hap- 
py change under this g/orzous mediation, as the 
ſeveral creatures juſt now received their reſtora- 
tion to the gladning day ? Or are they found ac- 
knowledging this rece:t of redeeming or regene- 
rating love and array'd in the robe of the true 
light and perch'd on the branch of the tree of 
lifes. hailing, with lips vocal of his praiſe, © his 
joyful: manifeſtation : as the inhabitants of the 
woods bleſt with the chearing /u/tre-hift their 
Hvely voices to the bounteous author of their 
being ? — Or, laſtly, do we perceive them diſ- 
covering by their works the life of men cloathed 
upon with the true /;ght, ſowing, tho? in tears, 
that they may reap the precious fruits of the Spi- 
rit in all goodneſs : as the induſtrious husband- 
man manifeſts his life under this inve/ting ſplen- 
dor by labours in his ground ? 
las Alas} 
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Alas! what a melancholy: evidence have we 
of their deviation from truth, when we look 
down upon them. Thou perceiveſt their in- 
ward man receiving no bright inveſtiture of this 
kind; deriving no beauteous graces from it; nor 
hoping for the batting out of the black cloud of 
their ſins, nor for their final redemption from the 
body of this death on the reappearance of the im- 
mortal and true light. For lo] yonder member 
of this idolized ſyſtem militating againſt - the 
propriety of the zntercefſion of ſuch a light be- 
tween his ſoul and the fiery wrath of the Al- 
mighty, and monſtrouſly refuſing him that, 
like the natural light, was manifeſt in a /awwly ſtate 
and then exalted to glory to give him remiſſion 
of his cloud of fins. | See him (who can 
without trembling at the foul fat and praying 
Gop to reclaim ſuch a perverſe heart?) ſee him 
committing ſpiritual murder upon his poor ſoul, 
withdrawing himſelf from every cannettion with 
the benefits of ſuch a glorious revolution, and 
undertaking to make his dar#neſs light by ſome 
preſumptuous effort of his tun. For attend 
the initiation of yonder credulous profelyte. into 
this myſtery of iniquity, You fee the youth 
by a proper ignorance of the original evidence and 
deſign of the ſcheme of grace, and by a ſhame 
ever to profeſs the truth of that goſpel he has ſo 
notoriouſly ſinned againſt prepared to receive 
every thing that has a tendency to ridicule or 


Bbbb 2 an- 


556 ] 

annihilate the obligations he is under, and ſo 
prevent every uneaſy refleftion that muſt ariſe 
from a conſciouſneſs of their. reality in a mind 
that has not acted in purſuance of them. And 
are not theſe, amongſt other abſurd poſitions, 
the ſuggeſtions. of his tutor on this occaſion ? 
The doctrine of the imputation of .anotber's 
illuſtrious character to redeem. him who has fal- 
len ſhort of. heavenly. purity, is no part of our 
ſyſtem, being contrary to that natural fitne/s we 
determine truth by. We have a natural light 
indeed, but (amazing contradiction to every idea 
of light!) it is not revealed from without, but 
ſprings from within us — It is a light that did 
not exiſt (ſtrange oppoſition to our common ſenſe 
of light!) beforeweexiſted, (c) but one that is born 
with us, one that manifeſts not the ſame things 
to all men, and one that is not communicative 
of his fair righteouſneſs, and to which we are 
not in the leaſt indebted for the purity we hope 
to be approved in” All which is again the very 
reverſe of the natural character of light. For 
this is not born with a man but pre- exiſtent to 
him — this manifeſts objects in common to the 
world — and this we confeſſedly educe that im- 
parted ſplendor from which our outward man is 
adorned with. Deiſm then has no claim to be a 
watural ſyſtem of things, correſponding with the 
courſe of Gop's acting in this vi/ible world, any 

more 


(c) For that tranſmitted light is diſcarded as unneceſſary by 
ſuch men, we have ſeen in the beginning of this meditation, 
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more than that would be a true account of the 
ceconomy of nature, where this redemption of 
the creatures from darkneſs by an inpeſed luſtre 
Turn we next our eyes on Soc inus's building, for 
ſyſtem-building is quite in vogue: And hear we 
not its admirers ſay, this event is entirely ſhut 
out of our ſcheme, ? We indeed hold an illuſtrious 
perſonage to be the light of the world, tho?: we 
cannot allow the world to have fallen at any 
time from heavenly. purity. But then, as we 
deny this agent to be of the ſame eſſence with 
the ſender (4) and coeval with the ſpiritual ſy- 
ſtem; nay, to have had any exiſtence previouſ- 
ly to his appearing amongſt us (propoſitions 
ſhocking the ear with their repugnancy toall our 
ideas of light as well as to SS !) and believe him 
to be only a human, 7, e. earthy nature (e), fo 
| _ 


d) See this proved pag. 450» 

e How abſurd this is I need not point out to my reader, 
who. very well knows, how much ſe, it would be for him 
to affirm the earthy globe we tread on to be the Agb of this 
viſible world, Is it aught but natural and reaſcnable then 
that in the prefigurations of the true light we ſhobld find his 
type Moſes with the inflected rays upon his eortby face, Exed. 
XXXiv. 29. or that Aaron ſhould have robes for g/ory put on 
him, or that the light af nature, this material g/ory with a 
cloud ſhould attend upon 1 1 precurſory maniteſtations in 
the tabernacle, temple, Cc. Exod. xl. 34, 35-— Kings vill. 
11,-£xod, xvi. 10. — El. i. 28.—ll, 24-——Hap. li. 7. 
filling it as the light does the tabernacle of theſe viſible hea - 
vens, £ſal. 19. to convince its worſhippers of itꝭ being ſub- 
erdinate to our Gon, as well as to repreſent to the Tenſe that 


Gren which is above the beaueri, Pſal, vill, .- Nun. 
| xiy. 
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we do not conceive. him to be a mediatorial light 
made perfect by /uffering, in order to our rege- 
neration from a black cloud of guilt and a night 
of heavineſs to a fair array of purity and a morn- 
ing of joy, — On the contrary, the perſon we 
receive for ligbt never ſubmitted to any fiery 
wrath in our ſtead, to prevent its vexing us 41 a 
thing that is raw (J): which ſome, that call 
themſelves orthodox, ſay it muſt other wiſe have 
done. Neither has this, our light, in his courſe 
of obedience, /o done GoD's will on earth as it 
is in heaven (g), as to have a bright garment of 
heaven-deſcended purity to put upon us, that 
thus inveſted we may obtain a bleſſing from 
Go. () For this is a proviſion that enjoins, to 

all 


xiv. 21. and filleth- all things Fp5. ii. 3. and dwelleth in 
Cur1sT ? From ſome corrupt traditions about this manner 
of his appearance, and the heavens bowing, Cc. the hea - 
thens ſeem to have formed their accounts of the manifeſtation 
of their imagined deitics, eſpecially Homer and Virgil, this 
latter in his 2d neid 215 ſpeaking of Pallas, in nimbo, 
which Servius explains by nube diving, a divine cloud: 
a lucid veil in which ſhe appear d — nimbata, and 1. 590; of 
Venus in pure light, and An. 3. 151. of the Penates multo la- 
mine confeſſa deam, ſhone, 

(f) Pal. lviii. 8. 

(s) Matt, vi. 10. 

() As to the latter part of this objection, which my rea- 
der may often ſee triumphantly brandiſh'd by theſe men, 
namely, that it is unreaſonable ** for one to work for anotber,”" 
I apprehend men, with an ordinary underſtanding, will ſee 
that every of the humaner and very neceſſary offices of life, 
which owe their being to a cn ſervice, muſt be diſ- 
carded upon this principle, as things it is unreaſonable for 
us to expect at one another: hands, And as to its carrying a 
look of deceit on our part, for us to offer ourſelves to Gop 
by means of another, for what we are not of and in our- 
ſelves, I muſt beg leave to obſerve by way of reply, that as 

| the 
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all appearance, ſo much deceit on man's part, 
making them to think themſelves what they na- 
turally are not, and impoſes fuch an unreaſona- 
ble task, as that of one perſon's working for a. 
nothey is, that we can never think it an appoint- 
ment of infinite halineſs and juſtiet. Nor is it 
by any influx of his beaming grace that we think 
ourſelves inflamed with real love. For we ad- 

mit 


the SS are expreſs, Exod. xxxiv. 7.—Numb. xiv. $. that the 
Loxv will by no means clear the guilty ; ſo we muſt either 
plead we are ot guilty or go without the divine acceptance or 
protection. But we cannot ſay that we are nor guilty in our 
own perſons, the 5%. ſaint on earth, though ſome under the 
name of ſaints and new lights do unſcripturally contend for 
the regeneration that clears them in Gop's fight, being now 
wrought out in them, can affirm it. For if the beloved diſ- 
ciple thus preaches— f ve (I and you) ſoy we have no 1 
wwe deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us ; St. James 
alſo including himſelf teſtifies that «ve (the very perſons be- 
gotten by the word of truth, thro® the travail of hit foul, to a 
neto ſtate of being in Gop's fight under the cent bing of his 
righteouſneſs and the influence of his ſpirit) in many tb of. 
fend At, and ſo have no more natural right than Tacob 
had, whatever covenant right we have, to a bleſſing. There- 
fore it remains, that, in a garment received from ſome orher, 
even from our elder brother, Cx «18 the /ighr, we muſt plead 
ourſelves theſe white-robed innocents we are not of or in our- 
ſelves, if we would beſaved, and muſt approve and practice 
Jacob's conduct, if we would enjoy our heavenly farber”s bleſ- 
ſing. And accordingly Iſa, xhi. 19. repreſentsthe ſervantLons 
as blind to us thus robed, as Iſtac was to Faceb, Cen. xxvli. 1. 
not judging after the fight of bis eycs, neither reproving after 
the hearing of his ears. Iſa. Xi. 3. Indeed we have een it 
coſt Cur1sT much who was ozr gracious repreſentative, as 
Jaceb was bis prefiguring forerunner, to render our plea good, 
and to make it, to the praiſe of his grace, a matter of 7»ſ7ce in 
God to admit this plea, and to over/ook the natural diſqua- 
lifications of the claimants of his grace. For if Jacob, by 
means of his mother (Rebekah N 7. e.) the evacuator e 

contention (as ſhe was Ger, xxv. 22 drew the appearance of fin 


upon 


L 
mit him to. ine in every moral excellence only 
as an SH]mple bow. we ought alſo to be illiri- 
ouſly virtuqus. — This is the grating language 
of the dagmatizer. And well mayeſt thou burn 
with pious indignation agaiuſt this wild growth 
of ſin, this idalatry of the apoſtate heart. For 
from this report, how clear is it that we find 
not the true light in this ſyſtem, becauſe we 

| a diſ- 


upon kim, which ſhe took the purr/bment of Ger, xxvii. 12. 
and-reproach, which I am forry to ſay, men, that imitate him 
nat in at her reſpeQs, yet caſt upon him, and awa7 ety of evil 
in the courſe of a faithful ſervice, rather than not derive a 
bleſſing to bim and bis ſeed, we find Cur 15T, the true ( Jacib) 
ſupplanter (to whom the promeſes run, and whoſe condeſcen- 
ion Jaceb's conduct is recorded to give us an idea of ) by 
means of the parent human nature that yielded to him #-/ ; 
Was another Rebekab, i. e. an evacuator of a like frugglir in 
his perſon (according to what the incarnate Wor p ſays by 
rem. XV. 10. Thou baſi barne me a man of contention) and 
that indeed in bim took. the cur/e for the imputed offence 
brought by it, drew upon himſelt the imputation of our ſin, 
which nothing but the recording of Jaceb's being drawn 
into ſin by his mother could afford us an idea of. And he was 
graciouſly pleaſed in fia love to ſuffer pmilar ignominy and 
perſecution in this character of aur repreſentative, having 
our /in by imputation, whil/t he pleaded us to be in him ch 
firſt-born, and was content to ſerve alſo under a greater variety 
evil for his ſpauſe, rather than not make the d- deſign 

of bis divine love to obtain the bleſſing for us, (in him clad 
alſo with the garment of our elder brother,) what juſtice itſelf, 
ſatisfy'd by the reſignation of the human nature to the curſe 
For the fin he ſhould draw upon him by imputation, might 
admit, How much is it to be wiſhed then, that men would 
conſider themſelves as in this garment of CMA T, ſacra- 
mentally received by faith, whether weak or ſtrong, and not 
by any act wrought in them accepted of God, for what they 
are not by any naturol right of theirs, for heirs of the pro- 
miſe and his fe. born, For faith bas for its object Ca x16, 
Jacramentally made ours — which makes baptiſm that which 
ſaveth us, according to Jobn ili. 5. and 1 Pa lib, 24, And 
what- 
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diſcover not id it an agent working, in his re- 
lieving offices, that glorious event which it is the 
known part of /;ght to accompliſh in behalfofan in- 
digent world, and muſt therefore be found inevery 
cconomy to conſtitute it a natural one! O may 
every deluded abettor of this miſcenſtructed plan 
be convinced of his error and be converted ! But 
if we find not the correſpondent ſcene in theſe 
ſchemes, can we hope to meet with it in the ſy- 
ſtem of Mahomet or amongſt theſe perſons who 
avow their deſcent from that /elefed nation 
which profane hiſtory, as well as the SS, teſtifiesto 
have made in former times ſuch a conſpicuous fi- 
gure in the world: however they are now 


Ccec ſcat- 


whatever might induce the heathens to paint their god of love 

blind, it is the myſterious charaQteriſtic of divine love thro? 

this engaging medium to eſteem his church, what of herſelf 

ſhe is not, his dove, his foir one in him, It is on the truth of 
this David's prayer is grounded. Hide thy face from my ſins, 
Pſal. li. 9. to which theſe other expreſſions are oppoſed —— 
Thou haſt ſet our miſdeeds before thee, and our ſecret = in the 
light of thy countenance — CX, 8, nor blot out their fin from thy 
ſight, Fer. xviii. 23. — in thy fight ſpall no man hwing be ju- 
ftified. Pſal. cxliii..2, And they who have his ſpirit will alſo 
be blind to offences againſt them on account of CuAIST's 
ſatisſaction, and ſhew their (charity or) love covereth alſo a 
multitude of (other's) fins — Prov. x, 12.—1 Pet. iv. 3 Nor 

let it be thought, that this proviſion of over/29#:;ng grace, by 
which the chriſtian has his fins covered, is leſs agreeable to 
the natural ccurſe of things in this world, than it is to SS. 
For ſetting aſide that in ſocial life, it is admitted to be a vir- 
tue for a man to ever/ook a miſcarriage, and that the perſon 
ſo forgiven owes his acceptance as a reconciled friend, not 
to anv merit of ſuch forgiveneſs in him, but to the grace of 
another eſteeming him what he is net in himſelf, f. e. entitled 
to the continuance of his friendſhip whatever mortification he 
undergocs ; it is plainly the daily courſe of Gop's conduct 
do- 
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ſeattered amongſt the gentiles, fulfilling in their 
' diſperſion the word of their great legiſlator ? As 
for the fi, beſides the abundant evidence we 
have from hiſtory of the fa/hood of Mahomet 
pretenſions to a divine commiſſion, and alſo 
from his own (i) allowance of that goſpel of IE- 
SUs, which declares, that “ there is none other 
name under heaven given amongſt men where- 
by we muſt be ſaved,” but that reſpectable and 
glorious one of JesUs, and that he is (4) the 
one Mediator; we find they alſo, contrary to 
common ſenſe, look for glory from a mere hu- 
man, i. e. earthy nature, who, had by their own 
confeſſion, no being before his manifeſtation 
to men, who performed no public wonders 
on his appearance and gave fight to no eyes; 
whoſe courſe was not through a previous ſtate of 


humiliation, amidft rebukes on his face and purple 
flreaks 


towards our oztward man in this »i/ible ſyſtem, to make it, 
by covering it with the light of the WH conſuming fire as with 
a garment, Pſal. civ. 2. and by the glorious robe of another, 
and of its elder too, Gen, i. 18. what it is not in and of it- 
ſelf, though it is equally plain, this natural light undergoes 
the ſolar fire that it may be ti to its ſons, So uniform, fo 
frrikingly uniform is Go»'s œconomy in both worlds: fo 
fully does nature teſtify the propriety of the ſcene, which 
Jacob's ſtory ſhadows out, and tranſcribe both in other cha- 
raters to the ſenſes. Ol may we not refuſe to join o te- 
ſtimony alſo to the expediency of this work of love for the 
- remiſſion of our ſins, leſt refuſing this robe of the light that 
enligbtneth, like the natural one, the gentiles, we ſhould find 
ourſelves in outer darkneſs, inſtead of being ſaints joyful in 
glory, Pal. cxlix, 5. whoſe fins are covered, Pſal. xxx. 2. 
(:) Koran Azoar iv. v. 47, $4,——Xil, 5, XXIX, 11.—v. 13. 
A) 1 Tim, ii. FL 
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Areals on his back — wha ſuffered not a fiery 
wrath, and wrought not a glorious robe of ſpi- 
ritual purity, in his courſe to cloath mankind 
and clear them from the blackneſs of their guilt; 
who came not with the mild beamings of grace to 
enlighten, but with fire and ſword to conſume the 
nations, and therefore, according to nature's 
evident characters, cannot, for this want of them, 
be the true light nor a fountain of glory to men. 
And does it ſeem ſtrange, that places once. bleſt, 
like the garden of Gos, with the fair-flowering 
plants of chriſtianity, according to the ſcripture, 
ſhould be thus over-run with the wild briars of 
an offenſive fancy, thoſe miſrepreſentations of di- 
vine things? Upon SS principles it is eaſily ac- 
counted for — For what ſays the charter of life? 
Are not theſe the ſolemn words? — (1) «A 
fruitful land maketh he barren for the wicked- 
neſsof them that dwell therein,” — And wherein 
did the wickedneſs of the inhabitants of this land 
conſiſt? Was it not in the guilt of that capital 
crime of denying the title of the Lord that 
bought them to Gop, with the coftly price of 
his own expiatory blood? (m) And no ſooner 
had this execrable high treaſon againſt the divine 
majeſty of CHRIS ſpread, thro' the coldneſs and 
careleſsneſs of the ſpiritual husbandmen, than 

Cc o 2 they 


(1) Pſal, vii. 34. | 
(n) For the eaſtern church was corrupted as with other ya- 


rious hereſies, ſo with this prime one of Arius before the riſe 
of Mabomeriſm, 
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they were choak'd with theſe thorns of iniquity, 
and given up to receive and believe (u) this lie 
againſt leſſoning nature. How is it to be wiſh'd 
their flagrant example had awaken'd every of 
the laborers in our plantation of peerleſs grace to 
have watched againft men that privily and unno- 
ticed have crept in amongſt us and brought in 
damnable hereſies and either deny'd the LoRD 
that bought them ; — or if not him, yet the pre- 
Gious (o) purchaſe of their fouls by him! For 
nature tells us, it is by weeding out errors 
the field of truth is kept clean and made fruit- 
ful. Then would there be no room for any ap- 
prehenſions of our becoming a “ Hold of every 
foul ſpirit, (ↄ) a cage of every unclean and hate- 
ful bird,” neither ſhould we have cauſe to fear 
our goodly eſtabliſhment being over-run by like 
briars of wickedneſs: but we ſhould flouriſh, 

TRIP | like 

655 2 TH. ii, 17. 

(s) This I conceive is done by ſome that to their ungrateful 
falling Away after their adoption, add this horrid fin of deny + 
ing Cri} ever died for them ; inſtead of believing (as I appre- 
hend they ought to do) all their fins have not only been fins 
of nature, but fins in the face of th matchleſs love of Chrif, 


and inſtead of being led in this faith with ſerions repentance 
and humble admiration of his eng- ſiffering tendernets to- 
wards them, to turn to him who redeemed them. Indeed there 
are preachers, who in mary reſpects are commendably zealous, 
2 encourage this notion, by denying that men were ever a- 
optcd in baptiſm orreceiv*d for children of Go, becauſe they 
fall into ſin afterwards,-ſo as to need conwer/ion ; when on the 
contrary, we find G op by his prophets thus calling upon his 
people, return back- ſliding Iſrael — return ye back- fliding chil» 
dren—return, for I have redeem'd thee : they being his people 
and children, tho” back-fliding and rebellions ones - Gov by 
Moſer 


ne 
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like the trees, under the /ight of Gop's counte- 
nance, taking root downwards in truth and 
love, and bringing forth the fruits of the-SPIRIT 
upwards in godly unity, to the praiſe of Gop's 
grace. O may we lay to heart the folemn no- 
tice(q)! ** repent and do the firſt works, er elſe 
Iwill come unto thee quickly,” that it may be te- 
ſtify'd of us, thou holde faſt my name, and haſt 
not denied my faith, even where Satan dwelleth. 
But is the true faith to be found amongſt 
thoſe who boaſt they were digged from bleſſed 
Abraham's rock? Alas, how inconſiſlent are 
their preſent tenets with their own preſguring 
law and prophets ! — For whilſt they on the 
exiſtence of Iꝝxsus and his miracles and ſuffer- 
ings, the law repreſents the glorious Heir of the 
worlds, as in (r) Adam drawing the puniſhment 
of ſin upon him out of love to his ſponſe, the 
church ; 


N loſes thus expoſtulating with them, do ye tbas requitetbe Lox o, 
ye fooliſh people? Chriſ ſaying with tears in his eyes over Je- 
ruſalem, How often would I Have gathered thee as a ben pgathereth 
ber chickens under ber wings! Go by the apoſtles bidding 
Simon repent of his wickedneſs after his faith and baptiſm — 
St. Paul teſtifying of his chriſtian Corinthians, that they ſor. 
rowed to repentance : with gadly _ (not without bee 
and the A/pha and Omega, the beg:nning and the end, giving 
this commandment to them that were admitted to be the 
church, though fbe had left her fir! laue, repent — be zealous 
therefore and rent. Though their repentance would not be 
the time of their regeneration, neither that wherein it ſtood 
(this ſtanding in their adoption) but the conſequence of their 
being before adopted, and as ſuch, having grace and ſpace 
given them to repent, 3H 

(þ) Rev. xvili. 2. 

) Rev. ii. 5, Cc. 

(r) Gen, iii. 
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church; offering an IJſaac as in Abraham (s) — 
ſerving a hard ſervice as in (t) Facoh— as in 
David (u) perſecuted, if reigning, as once in So- 
loman. (x), in glory and peace over the throne of 
his Iſracl. And with what reaſon can they urge an 
unſitneſs in his being this in his own perſon, when 
he actually was this in the perſons of his vene- 
rable progenitors, in whoſe loins he /ay, as touch- 
ing the fleſh? Or is there any other way to e- 
vade this evidence, than by inſinuating that he 
was not to riſe from the loins of theſe reſpectable 
patriachs? Had I been of the council then that is 
ſaid once to have aſlembled on an enquiry after 
CHRIST, ſuch would have been my language 
O ye ſeed of Iſraelaſter the fleſh, for whom my 
hearts deſire and prayer to Gop is (night and 
day) that ye might be ſaved, (y) why will ye 
not take the character of the Mieſſiah from the 
voice of that /aw of whoſe authority you appear 
ſo zealous ? Is he not there declared to be a pro- 
phet like unto Moſes, (z) and could he be ſo with- 
out being rejected, (a) like Moſes, by thoſe he 
came to ſave: without dying, (b) like him, on 
their account, to whom the promiſes were made? 

Be 


(s) Gen, xxii. 

(t) Gen, XXX1. 7. 

() 1 Sam. xviii. 10, 29,—Xxix, 1. Oc. 

{>) 1 Kings i, 34.—ii. 46.—iv. 24.,—1 Chron, xxii. . 
{y) Rom, x. 1. 

(=) Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 

(a) Exod, ii. 14. 

) Pfal, evi. 33. 
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Be convinced it is not contrary to the courſe of 
Gop's righteous diſpenfations towards you, to 
ſend you ſuch a Saviour, as ſhould be fi caſt out 
by the people who needed his potent arm, and 
one, whom it would coſt his only-begotten in order 
to effect their deliverance. For behold the love- 
Iy parallel in your heroic Fephthab. (e) That he 
ſhould have come during the time of the ſecont 
temple your Rabbins own (d) — that the fer- 
ing characters in your prophet 1/aiah belong to 
the Meſſia b, is alſo (e) confeſſed by them: why 
then will you refuſe to own him in Jesvus, 
whole crucifixion the men of your nation, (f} 
nay, even heathens and enemies, have acknow- 
ledged ? Eſpecially ſince every circumſtance of 
your divine /ato is demonſtrably fulfilled in him, 
and your preſent ſtate is the very ſame that was 
propheſy'd ſhould take place on his death.” But, 
my ſoul, if neither the conſideration of theſe things 
nor of the departure of the ſceptre from Fudah's 
ſelected tribe, (g) which was predicted ſhould 
not happen until the advent of the Metab; nor 

of 


(e) Judęg. xi. 2, 34, &c. 
(4) Rabbi Akiba, and many others according to Rab, So- 


lom. in Gem, de Synedrio, 

(ey c. 53. Rabboth and Sal. in Gem, de Syned, 

(f) Calling him 157 Ter vr, the hanged perſon, Berj. 
Tudelenſis, in Rinerario —and Tacitus, I. 15.de ſuppliciis chri- 
ftianorum and Suctonius in Claudio c. 25. Pliny — Ceſſus, 
— and Porphyr. all acknowledge there was fuch a per- 

n. So the book of the Talmud, entitled Aboda Zara, 

(s) Gen, xlix. 10. 


S co ws > Ae. FR a 
—— — 4 


2 


— 


: 
7 


— 


[ 568 } 
of the ſpiritual fignificancy of their rites, ſo ex- 
preſsly call'd te/timontes, types and ſimilitudes, (b) 
nor of the illegality of their whole ſacrifical ſer- 
vice, which is to be performed, not where they, 


but where the LoRD Goh ſhould chu/e to put hrs 


NAME there, (i) and before thoſe (4) Cherub- 
bic faces which they have not, can weigh with 


them to acknowledge their preſent ſervice is 


not that which the Lok D requires of them, yet 
methinks nature, taking up as it were the lan- 
guage of all their prophets in this time of their 
diſperſion, nature whom they cannot ſilence 
would meet the humble contemplator amongſt 
them in theſe her in/irufive ſcenes, and ſpeak 
his error. For do we find that ſuffefing re- 
deemer, that world-reſtoring LIGHT the holds 
forth in a figure to the ſenſe, to be the object 
on which their hope for a deliverance from their 

black 


(5) My, Over a teſtimony in Exod. xvi. 34. — teſti. 
monies in Deut. iv. 45, and 32 other places, of ocber things 
as the ſeven lambs, 92 gave Abimelech, were Gen, xx. 
31. as the beap Jacob cauſed to be made was xxx. 48. 
or as men were to be, Deut. xvii. 6, Sc. — 1 atutes, 
or types, or inſtituted gravings, or pictures, or cuts, or in- 
ſeriptions, or prints, above 200 times, from pd, which ac- 
cording to Mar. de Calas Buxtiorf. & Pagnin. is cogitatio cordis, 
ac conceptus anime : the conception of the mind, and as a 
verb ſignifies to inſcribe, engrave or impreſs an image, and is 
uſed by the Rabbins as a noun dp for a writing in character: 
or graving, or ſculpture ; as do tor a typographus © prin- 
ter** or * typifier?” ; and WAI pi for anime imaginatio 


the images of the nund:“ — familitudes, Hof. xii. 11, — 


MMR —Avens I bawe uſed ſimilitudes by the bands of the 
prophets, 


(i) Deut. xii. 5,—Xiv, 23, Ec. 
() Explained below, 
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black clouds of quilt is grounded? They uſe in- 
deed, (more ſenſible in this reſpeR, as wellas in 
their pleading a heavenly revelation to enlighten 
them, than modern unbelievers wafh'd to fouler 
ſtains,) bodily luſtrations (1) in common with the 
Mahometan, and alſo expect a triumphant ad- 
vent of glory. But as they, in the face of na- 
ture's characters, look not for the ſame illuſtri- 
ous perſon to be their redeeming light, who ap- 
pear'd humble as the day-ſpring, and roſe from 
under the ſepulchring powers of darkneſs into a 
brightneſs far above that of this fun : ſo their 
needy ſouls place not their clearance in being in- 
veſted with his imputed purity. No. Blind to 

D d d d the 


(!) The reaſon of theſe typical waſhings appears from the 
word 7 Miu or — I waters being of the ſame root 
with the word SQ) lui days both coming from n 
that denotes confluence or influence, and ſo 1s applicable both 
to the flux of light and the flood of waters — For when men 
ſhould negle@ to take the zdeas of their ſpiritua purification 
under the influence of the true ligbt from the clearance of their 
bodies under the influence of the natural light, then it was 
mercy in Gop to appoint a further repreſentation to the ſenſe, 
which had been uſed before, of the manner of their purification 
from guilt by ordering them to waſh in the pellucid flood of 
water, the type of the 5righter flood of ſpiritual purity : by 
and through which alone men ſhould ſtand regenerate from 
guilt, It is doubtlefs on this account amongſt others, we find 
boptiſm called in the primitive church, not only Aue 
FANNY Y WWETE2S laver of regeneration, Titus iii. 5, but alſo 
ore illumination — And hence if we may trace the riſe 
of <v2 * amongſt the heatbhent, we may d<duce the impor- 
tant . of the holy ſacrament of baptiſm, however 
now decry*d, as well as the abſurdity of men's denying the 
original purification from naive corruption and guilt to thoſe for 
whom GoD hath evidently provided a means of bod:ly puri- 
fication from the po//zt:ors of the parent; inſtead of inſer- 
ring, ſince God takes care for their bodies, he a fortiori does 
ſo for their ſoul, 
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the aggravation of their guilt and to the un- 
ſpeakable gricf of every compaſſionate ſoul, 
blind to theſe fair repreſentations that now ſur- 
round our ſenſe, as they are to the glorious illu- 
ſtrations of the lau, you ſce the uſurper of the 


name of Few, with an unapprehending (m) 
hard- 


() As the name Fero ſignifies a confeſſor of the truth, and 
is ill aſſumed by him who witneſerb not the good confeſſion of 
divine wiſdom in his /ips, and of divine porver in his /7/e, juſt 
as the name Iſael ſignifies one directed by, and fo preovailin 
with our inter peſing Gop in Chi, by prayer, Cc. thoug 
not without ſuffering, (fee Gen. xxxii, 25.) and therefore is 
not applicable to all thoſe who are called Iſra:! : Rom. ix. 
6. ſo we find from Matt. xiii. 13. Cc. that that worſt of 
diſeaſes, hardneſs of heart which hinders men from belief 
ſMews itſelf in their hearing the parables or repreſentations 
of ſpiritual things by natural, and not underſtanding — in their 
ſecing the images or ſigns, &c. and not perceiving the things 
imaged or ſigniſy d, neither the neceſſity of forming our faith 
and life by them. For it is ſaid, their heart was waxed groſs, 
(which implies whatever ſtate it was in by nature, that 
through grace it had been or ber cviſe, ſo as now to wax groſs,) 
and that they had had eyes but had now cloſed their eyes, 
So Chrift ſays to them that queſtioned him about a parable, 
are ye alſo without underſtanding ? When they had not made 
proper nferences concerning his power from the miracle of 
the loaves which they had ſeen, the reaſon is ſaid to be, 
their Heart cas bardened, Mar vi. 52. — When they, after 
our Saviour had caution'd them againſt the doF#rine of 
the Phayiſces, under the ſimilitude of leaven, reaſoned among 
themſelves, ſaying, it is becarſe wwe bawe no bread, Chriſt 
ſaid unto them wwhby reaſon ye, becauſe wwe have no 
bread perceive ye not yet, neither underſtand, have ye 
your beart hardened Having eyes, ſee ye not, Ofc, —— 
How is it that ye do not underſtand that I ſpake it not to you 
concerning bread, that ye ſhould beware of the leaven of the 
Phariſees and of the Sadducees ? — Then underſtood they that 
he bade them not beware of the lcawen of bread, but of the doc- 
rrine, Sc. But we learn not only from theſe paſſages, but 
from the original word for bardne/s of heart, that it conſiſts 


in ſuch a diſpoſition as is unſuſceptivle of divine truths, whe- 


ther 
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hardieſ; of heart reſting in that [eral ſenſe 
which killeth. You perceive him /absuring by a 
complication of ill. perſorm'd rites and a confor- 
mity to the i. grounded traditions of the impo- 
ſing Rabbins, to accompliſh a task more iſu- 
perable than that which mathematzc pride in duſt 

Dddd 2 and 


ther relating to faith or praftice, Mat. xiii, fignify*'d by 
ſimilitudes in the law and the prophets and parables, though 
they are delivered to them. For the Greek word is T@PaTif, 
Mar. iii. 5. And, though interpreters generally render it 
blindneſs, becauſe blizdnejs and hardneſs of beart are ſo allied 
that they may appear to be one and the fame thing, yet 
they are plainly diſinguiſp' d, Jobn xii. 40. it being there faid 
(re rue) be blinded their eyes and FETApPUKEY bare 


* 


dened their hearts: and in Mar. vi. 52, where their being Har- 
dened is mentioned as the cauſe of their 6/7»dnefs, — And the 
word is uſed fora kind of fone, according to Aretus in Probl, 
and Plin. 1.55. e. 17, which is encreas*d from a thick, glati- 
nous and vijcous matter that adheres to it, and grows to a 
hard ſubſtance — amongſt phyſicians for a callous concret;on ot 
purulent matter, or ſuch as happens to broken bones on their 
conſolidating, or ſuch as there is in the over · grown t biet tkin 
on brawny band or feet and has no ſenſation when touched, 
And as the idea is borrowed ſrom hence to denote the dr 
fition of the hearts of unbelicvers, ſo it repreſents them as 
changed from a more flexible ſtate into a contracted drineſs, 
Niftnels, ſenteicſsncls, like that of fore, by arceFons of world- 
ly opinions, cares and proſpeRs : ſo that as theſe fones are 
capable indeed of having things placed in contact with them, 
but are not ſenible of, nor yield to their imprefiions, becauſe 
of this their hardneſs, &c, ſuch hearts, in a ht manner, 
ſiffencd into an in ſenſibility of ggiritual things, by means of 
bard application in wor/dly matters, do indeed admit of the 
natural and (itcral repreſentations or ſounds to reach them, 
but are without any perception or ſenſe of the figeifcancy or 
ſpirit of revelation, This is the veitover the heart, 76/3 what 
wants a circumciſion, this what has befel the Jeu in part; 
preventing their mental ſight as the calloſity of the pupil of ati 
eye does the bodily viſion, ſo that the viſion is to them as a 
book ſealed, And I wiſh none of my readers might have occan 
fion to add from their inſenſibility of the ſpiritual — 
0 
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and aſhes once (n) boaſted its ab:/ity to perform, 
labouring to convert his human (i. e. earthy) na- 
ture, more clouded with fin and guilt, than this 
globe of ours is with the invading night, to hea- 
venly purity, independently of any connection 
with a common parent-nature rais'd in glory, and 
of the imputatian of the laꝶre of his righteoul- 
neſs, Therefore the ſcheme of his ſoul is whol- 
ly unnatural, if it be ſo for a man ſurrounded 
with the darkneſs of the ſullen world to go a- 
bout to eſtabliſh a 24e for himſelf, and to con- 
vert his body into cacircling ſplexdor without 
receiving it from a connection with this parent 
earth; when turn'd from the ſhadow of death to 
the morning, and from the imputed or impoſed 
luſtre of the ſun. Soplainly does nature, like a 
glaſs reflective of the truth, difcover deformity 
in the face of every of theſe baſtar'd fancies; 

theſe 


of SS and nature and of the treaſures of wiſdom and riches 
of grace in their hearts, if not from oppoſition to both, that 
this is what they alſo labour under. But, alas! there is o 
much of it in the beſt of us, elſe would our hearts be betrer ac- 
guainted with Gop, and would apprehend more clearly the 
SS impreſſions of his unmerited goodneſs and multiply'd mercy 
towards us, and more flexibly ſubmit to the operation of his 
holy Spirit on our inward man, guiding it through the paths 
of truth and holineſs with g covetouſneſs in prayer and 
faith after nearer approaches to the ſountain of perfection. 
O Lox p of glory, turn away the thick veil from our hearts, 
and from Fews, Turks, infidels and heretics, and as thou giv- 
eft thy church eagle wings in this evilderneſs of a world, fo 
give us eagle's eyes to look through all this blinding world, to 
thee, as repreſented in SS and nature, that we may ſee thee by 
faith, and enjoy thy ſwectly- taſting fellowſhip renewing us 
in grace and perfeing us in glory. 1 
(n) Archimedes 
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theſe children of wharedoms (o) —ſo clearly does 
it repreſent it to be enmiy to the natural courſe 
of God's diſpenſations towards his dependent 
creatures, to propoſe any method of deliverance 
from guilt which makes our inve/titure with 
an imputed robe from a world-clearing ſun of 
righteouſneſs needleſs. 

W hither then ſhall we next turn our enquiry ? 
Shall we look for the event in the ſyſtems of the 
antient and modern heathens £ Muſt we expect 
to find amongſt thoſe whom revelation repreſents 
as deſerters from truth, what the mifconcepti- 
ons of the deiſt and the boaſted rectitude of Soci- 
nus's diſciples, what the forward impoſture of 
Mahomet and the harden'd uſurpers of the Jetu- 
iþ name vainly preſume to furniſh us with? 
However, as we propoſed to give them alla hear- 
ing let us attend to their tenets. In the reli- 
gion of the antient heathens who adored not 
non- entities according to the modiſh way of free- 
thinking, but what has a real exiſtence, (p) the 


hoſt 


(e) Hoel. ii. 4. 

(p) We have ſufficient proof from Exod, xx. 4.—Dext. iv. 
I9.—Xvii. 3. and Fer. xix. 13.— Dan. iv. 35. that the nations 
were naturaliſts and worſtupped the beawens in this viſthle 
ſyſtem, which are collected and made to ſtand, with one part 
preſſing upon another, as a hei in battle array (& q Jen a) and 
are under this word repreſented to have each their offices aſ- 
ſigned them; ſome in the center as the fire to divide and ſend 
forth, ſome to iſue forth as the ligt, and ſome as in the coin . 
or rear to ſuſlain or ſupply the place of the parts detached, as 
the air or ſpirit which has coin aſſigned it—and tobe ſo far 
from being a vacuum or empty feld, that they are declared to 
be thick ſet like a banded be, cloſe as bund/ed ears of corn in 
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hoft of heaven, we find the light () of this world 
received by them as an object of worſhip. Be- 
cauſe it was made to rule the day, and appa- 
rently does govern it and purify natural things, 
as 


a ſbeaf, Ruth ii. 6. and full as the cen of her that is with 
child, Hence they had their 2 Moloch or leader in this 
hoſt, & x, that they thought tent ou! beſore them, as indeed 
the light did, and fought their battles, Amos v. 26. They 
Jook'd to theſe for deliverance N 2 Chron. xxxii 13.—l/a. 
xliv. 17. more ſenſible than thoſe who now look to themſelves 
for help and take to themſeſves horns by their oxon firength; and 
they queſtron*d the power of the Lo x ↄ to ſave thoſe whom they 
made war with, ver. 14, — Dan. iii. 15. — who is that god 
nor Bar. deliver you ? — 3. They thought theſe their frengeh 
— Exth, xxx. 15. the frengtb of Egypt — 1 Kings XX. 24, — 
the gods of the hills — 22:31 358 ALR Mozim the god of 
defences. — 4. The Philiſiines had a temple to them as their 
CO2Avgy Ojerin, 1 Sam. xxxi. 9. operators, Pſal. evi. 38. 
called gods, 1 Chron, Xiv. 12, — 5. As their W Jer rock 
or former 6. As 213) Genrim ſtrong ones: whence Cabiri 
— 7, 2 Rexcs their dilator or deliverer — 8. As their 
11 Gep tro2p — And lower down we find a ſe call'd the 
Sabæam from this worſhip ; and a Jupiter Sabadius or Saba- 
iu, into whoſe ſervice men were initiated with a golden 
ſnake, the emblem of circulation, and the heathen gods in- 
troduced in battles in Homer and Virgil, with the inſignia 
of war, as Mars who was held the chief god by the Germans, 
Poff. I. 2. 13. 289, — Pallas with a ſpear, &c, and all call'd 
in PFirgil — Dit maris et terre tempeftatumque potentes, and 
conſulted in their imaginary oracles, &c, and ſacrificed to 
before the people went on their expeditions, and war and 
deſolation deem'd an argument of the dijplee ſure of their gods, 
Virg. An. 2. 601, whom, however enthuſiaſtic ſuch conduct 
may be thought now, they ſought at ſuch times to placate, 
as my reader may fee throughout the heathen writings, 
(2) This was worſhipped very ſoon, — doubtleſs amongſt 
other things in the days previouſly to the time they began a- 
new to call on the NAu of the Lox D, which is the title of 
Chriſt, the light — Gen. iv. 26. certainly at Babel, under 
the name of Sueu, the diſpoſer — amongſt the Cbaldees, un- 
der the name of Ur, which had its name from the light — as 
Heliepolis the city of the fun, &c,—at Babylon and amongſt 
| t 
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as gold, c. and keep the waters fluid, which 
cleanſe and daily deliver the outward man from 
darkneſs, and place him in the ſplendor of the 
heaven, and ſeemingly prepare and diſtribute 
proviſion for men; we perceive them not ſet- 
ting up themſelves for cleanſers or rulers of 
themſelves (for no people ever did this that we 
read of before the modern enemies of nature as 
well as SS) but looking to this bright agent for 
what ſhould clear them from guilt; to this cele- 
ſtial bridegroom for what ſhould ornament them, 
and therefore honouring it and building (r) tem- 

ples 


the Mhriant, under the name of Bel, (as Vofſius proves, Vol. 
1. 164.) Tſai. xlvi. 1. with idols and images which were car- 
ried about (ſee note (« ) below) Fer. I. 2. in Egypt under the 
name of de Snemes u the light, having a temple and ima- 
ges, Fudg. i. 13.— Fer. Xlill. 13.— Exel. vi. 4. —— ac- 
cording to Wiſdom Xiti. 2, where we read, ** they deemed 
the /ights of heaven to be the gods,”” 

(r) yo 5353 Baal. Peer — which I tranſlate thus: be- 
cauſe Nd if it is conſidered as it is a compound of Iro, 
to illuſirate or ſpine, and WW Or to expoſe openly or w—_ as 
water poured out, it means an illuſtrious manifeſtor or bringer 
forth of things to view. Or if we take i's ſenſe from the lexi- 
cons, it ſignifies an epen diſcovery or diſcoverer — the great pha- 
nomenon or appearer in nature, which, when open'd or diſ- 
cover*d to our ſight, opens and diſcovers other things. — Juſt 
as the Latins have aperio, * to open,“ and appares, to ap- 
pear, from pario, to bring forth. And what this is, I 
ſuppoſe my reader can be in no doubt about, the lig being 
evidently this iiluſtrious apparitor that opens things to our eye, 
or brings them forth to our view. For though it has becn 
thought to have been worſhipped ſolely on account of its be- 
ing inſtrumental to procreation and opening of the womb, and he- 
ing the ſame with Priapus, becauſe naked appearance and profii - 
tution in the moſt open manner were amongſt the rites of this 
del, whom they imagined when thus expoſed to his in- 
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ples to it under the titles of the lord, the illa- 

| | firious 
N » # 
Avence they he ſerved ; yet it is clear, it is a genera/name 
deſcriptive of the light, as the ſeeming lord of this ſyſtem and 
bringer-forth of things out of the earth, as plants, fruits and 
animals, rivers, Cc. ſor man's uſe as well as of children — 
For the word iy Peo x is apply d to the opening of the mouth, 
Sc. Pſal, lxxxi. 10. ſo that Yeſſivs rightly concluded by Baal 
Pbeger, is to be underſtood the ſun. Vol, 1. 172. Orpheus 
in his Hymmt calling him ' FeoToyoroy, Cc. „ the firſt 
I orten, the great agent . wandring in ,the ether, the all 
ſelendid branch, carrying a ſhining light through the world, 
adds, Icall thee 0avyT& Phaneta, Jucid apparitor, and hing 
Priapus ; and ſtyles him Tavern many- ſeeding or ſper - 
maric being, Suidas too teſtifies that the Egyptian Orus, 
which was the /ight, and Priapus is the ſame. Scriptor Ithy- 
pallicus ſays of him, he is naked 


Natura eft quoniam ſemper aperta mibi. 
« Becauſe nature is always open to me. 


So that the crime of following Peor, the bright opencr or bringer 
forth of things was abandoning the Lox D Go, before vb 
all things are naked, Heb, iv. 13. who ſays, he maketh fruit- 
fal — and opens and ſhuts, and it was ceaſing to open Cart. 
v. 2. to him and pour out their hearts before him, that they 
might be led with his holy love; and in the ſtead of this, 
laying themſelves open in the moſt public manner before 
the ſberuy creature, the glory or Orus of this world, as an 
old inſcription calls it, before (EITIGBANEZTATQ 
OEM) the moſt maniſcf} god, as the bringer forth of things, 
and committing whoredom with this me. Heſ. ix. 10. 
But if this is ſo, how many yet in as public a manner 
ſerve, not Go, but this Peor as a bringer forth of things, 
and join themſelves to it with hand and heart; more openly 
Preſlituting theraſelves to it than Iſrael : moſt by fornica- 
tion, all by as evident a ſurrender of their members, as 
«« ſervants of iniquity** and by a continued connection with the 
carnal devices of infidclity and impiety, glorying alſo in their 
ſame, and minding earthy things, O! what would ſuch do 
when the anger of the Lox o is kindled again them as againſt 
Tſracl, Had not Hz, who is the bead of the people, been 
bavged up beferetbe Lox for us, in the face of this ſunny idol 
that we had ſerved, that rhe fierce anger of the Lox D might be 
turned away from us ? What] to get rid of the plague of fin, 
Had not our true Phineas, the evident refuge, Is us CinnsT, 

who 


| ( 577 ] | 
ftrious opener of things, and the brightning-cleane 
fer (5) and calling it ing (t) and aſſigning it a 


e e E ra- 


who has obtained an ewerluſting pri-fbood far it, roſe up frum 
emorgſt us, flew the body of fin, and by being zealous for is 
Go p, made an atevement or revering far thera, Whilſt it's 
called today may they repent and plead this in ar reſt of judg- 
ment, neither agata commit fornication as they alſo commit» 
ted and fell in one day 24000 — bat in and through C. 
may each flay bis man, this old Adam, that has been joined 
a baſe proftetution of perſon aud conſcience, character and 


ſubſtance to the god of this world, which opens its glories ' 


and terapts fo many into deluding ſentiments and practices, 
that the heavy wrath of Cos come not on «5 and our na- 

(t) Nair we find the people taking ſheher in the 
temple of this god, in their cloudy cireumſtances or Y i- 
dien, Fudg. ix. 46, Anda 5Þ2 8. berith was one ofthe 
Baakm or Jordi the heathens worthipped, and the Aar 
went a whoting after — not remembring the Lo AD their Gop 
who had delivered them out of the — of all their enemies an 
every fade. viii 38. This word is apply d not only to a ca- 
venant which clears matters up, but to the clear light of the 
ſun Cant, vi. 10. and to its n in the heavens : 
which on the pteſent footing are Hound or compatt᷑ tu together 
as men in contratt to perſorm certain things for the ſervice of 
the ourward man, And we need not wonder men led by ſenſe 
and not walking hy faith ſhould revolt to this rompaB#ed high 
ner or purifier which did apparently clear them. The notion 
of thele heathen gods being bound by an vath, Ng. An. 6. 
324. in a league to pri man, and ſevearing to one another 
prevail'd very dd down. For if we find Hun, Apollo 
Clarius and a AuThets Devs an expiatory god, we ſind a 
Zeus Opxlos a confederate Fove, a Jupiter farderator (which 
Marrabium fays are the ſame,) and 40 op ues. in Thu- 
rydides amd their poet ſpeaking, of aatare as under æterna fardera 
FVirg. Georg, I. 60. eternal-obligations\in certain regions and 
climates to qualify each to bring forth its peculiar produce. 

(:) Moloch, ſo the Ammenite ſtiled the ſun or hgbt, 1 Kings 
xi. 7, as Nur has proved. Gruter. infer. $6. 8. montions an in- 
ſcription at , ANC Mare Cwam TaATgvAs 
920g, the heifer or cireulating lord and the ruling lord. The 
Sepharyaim call'd it Adr ammeltb POV the ſplendid n 
or 
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tabernacle on earth (u), ſtiling it deliverer (x), 


aiftributor, Cc. (y)) And when we take a view 
| of 


or leader, and Anamelech T912y the cloud-reſponſive king or 
leader, anſwering as the after heathens ſuppos'd their king 
of day, Phebus, to do by oracles and clouds (iy ON TIN) 
which they on this account conſulted and fooliſhly thought 
capable of giving other reſponſes, becauſe they do reſpond or 
anſwer to the wants of the outward man by rains, Wt, — 
Not leſs unwiſe idolaters are they amongſt us that think this 
<vorld or the golden mammon can diftribute and anſwer the de- 
mands of their nature, and ſerve it in order to their happi- 
neſs, when the devil ſuggeſts © allthis will I give thee. 

(u) We find D5551 ND Mer xem Sex ur, the taberna- 
ele your king mention d. Amos v. 26, For as there is a ta- 


- Gernacle ſet in theſe figurative heavens for the light, the ruler 


of the day, which is included within their covering circumfe. 
"rence, ſo the heathens repreſented this by making a taberna- 
cle for their god, as for Chiun (Gr, Rempban) i. e. the machi- 


nating power of the heavens — a y&05, Txnvn or tent, ſuch 
as was made for Moloch according to Rab. Sim. ſee page 276. 
in the note — ſuch as was uſed at Heliopolis, the city of the 
ſun, to carry their ( oc ya) images of their god in with great 
mp, according to Macrebius I. 1, 21. ſuch as the Romans 
ad in their Circus, according to Ovid Faſt, 4, — and the Car- 
thaginians, according to Virg. An. 6. and the notes, who 
were a colony from Tyre — all which, with the Penates, &c, 
(imitating the cherubbic exhibition, ark, Cc.) loudly ſpeak 
their perſuaſion that their god light was to tabernacle amongſt 
men. Hence the expreſſion Zeus ago lw yjutro © Fore 
became a male or incarnate, in the Orphic verſes cited by Proclus 
in Time, Plat. on which Dr. Leſley in Socin, Controv, juſtly 
obſerves, ** Thus falſe religions were nothing elſe but a cor- 
ruption of the true. 

(x) £59 PerTH Fob, xv. 26. we met with a temple of the 
dell verer, as of women from ch1:1d-birth, by after heathens cal- 
led Juno, Lucina, Tlitbys Diana, Cc. ſo from other evils, 
and for this called Hercules vindex terre, & Bacchus Liber, 
&c. 

en, we find this mention*d in Jai. Ixv. 11. as 

an object of worſhip; denoting the ght as preparing, and 


- proportioning atoms of matter in number and fize, and coll: - 
ing them in fruits, &c, in order to theſdifributing of food, Cc. 
* for the outward man, For this was worthipped by the Egyp- 


tans, 


[ 579 ] 
of the ſucceeding heathens, (z) do we not find. 
them alſo treading in the footſteps of their pre- 
deceſſors, idolizing the ſun or light of this world 
under a variety of names, and attributes (a) — 

Eececez2 as 


tians, whoſe whoredoms Iſrael brought up and had now re- 
turn'd to(ſee Iſai, xix. 1. and Jer. ii. 18. Exel. xxiii. 8. under 
the name of Menis, Menas, Mena, Meni, and had an ox, the 
known emblem of fire or light ſent by fire, called Mnevir for 
its ſymbol. This Herodetus in his Euterpe ſays was the jſp 
king in Egypt: and when we conſider all kings almoſt boaſt- 
ed a divine original as Achilles, Ajax, Agamemnon, /Eneas, 
Romulus, &c. and the Indian emperors to this day, it is no 
wonder, that we ſhould find this Men's to be the ſun ac- 
cording to Diodorus Siculus I. 1. Bibliothec, publiſh'd by H. 
Stephens pag. 8. and to be met within Euſeb, I. 3. Prep. Evang. 


TTpwToy uy Hazor Baotaeuodi F vr Aty vor, 
that the ſus firſt reigned over the Ege. 

(z) Vaſſius de Orig. & Progreſ. idolatr, and Montfaucon will 
ſafficiently convince my reader that this was the object adored 
by all the kingdoms of the earth, except the faithful of the /- 
raclites being worſhipped in Egypt under the name of Orus, A- 
pis, and -in Perfia, according to Herodor, n= as 
unn deus, the one GoD, though triplex, threefold Mithras—- 
in Syria as Adad — in Arabia as Uratal. ( TR) light 
arranged in its ſeveral columns — in Ætbiopia as Aſſabinus, 
Memnen, Eous, Cc. by the Carthoginians as Saturn — by the 
Greeks and Romans as HA, fc. and Sol, Apollo, Jupiter, 
Phoebus, Bacchus, &c. as Varſutina by the Moors, as Belenus by 
the Norici and Gauls, and by the Maſſagetæ. Germans, ' Sar- 
matians, Cretans, Tortars, &c, — and the antient inhabitants 
of Britain and the people in the iſlands about Scotland, And 
if we find temples dedicated to it of old — as to Apollo in 
Thorney, now - Weſtminſter, according to a M. S. de fundat. 
Ab. in the Cettonian Library under Claudius, we ſee them in 
ſome places ſtill remaining, tho* inruirs, as in Balbec ; in the 


Pyramids of Egypt built in the formof the uęesg flame, which 
we know was worſhipped there; as the Papgeds oſ the ſun are 
built pyramidical as a flame to this day, according to Farb. 
Boucbet's letter 32: and in Harries one of the Scottiſb iiles. 

a) Macrob. Satyrnall, 1. c. ry, ſays, diverſas viriutes ſo- 
lis nomina diis dediſſe — ©* that the deities had nagnes from 
the d ferent virtues of the ſun or light, 
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as a deſtroyer of the ſerpent (b) —as a giver up of 
his power to his (c) ſon, by a ſolemn oath to prove 
his ſonſpip to the world — as an indigent Pepherd 
(aA) in human form ſojourning ob earth under 
the diſpleaſure of heaven — as born of an epec- 
ted virgin (e) amidſt the perſecution of the derty, 
as re-aſcending heaven after a day's darkneſs {f) 
on the death of his ſon—as a prophet (g) enlight- 
ning 


(5) This is evident from their fabling Apollo to deftroy the 
ferpent Python that Juno ſent againſt him. | 

(e) The ſtory of 0acVoy Pharton, the blazer, which is 
none other than the ſuffering light, whoſe requeſt his father 
ſwore by Styx to grant, Ovid, Met, I. 2. proves this. 

(4) For he was fabled to have incurred Japiter's wrath by 
deſtroying the Cyclops who forged the thunderbolt that kill'd 
his ſon Eſculapiur, and to have been degraded by him, and to 
have ſerved as a ſhepherd to the herds of Admetus. Hence 
he was call'd Nomins, as well as becauſe ©* paſcat omnia“ 
be feeds all things, Macrob, 

(e) They ſuppoſed Latona who fled from the face of angry 
Juno to De ſos to be one, to whom Terra was under an oath not 
to give an habitation. 4po/lodor l. 1. Ovid. Met. 6. 

(f) ThisGwvid. ſays Met. I. 2. 33. was acurrent notion in his 
day. 

(gs) Apolls's oracles at Delphos call'd Orbit terre oraculum, 
c. at Grynium in Solis on the fea coaſt of Afra Minor, ac- 
cording to Srrpho 1. 13. at Patara in Lycia and in Delus. Virg, 
En, 3. 97. are full proofs that they aſſign'd him a propherre 
office, as one that weris arimum tmplet, ©* fills the mind with 
truth, Ax. 3. 434. — And Yirgil repreſents Phebas as the 
mediator or 8 by whom Jupiter foretold things to men 
in theſe remarkable lines 3. 254. 


Que Phebo pater onmipotens, mibi Pbæbus Apollo 
Predixit — 
% What the omnipotent father foretold to Pharbus he hath 
predicted to me 


Nay he expreſsly calls him Auger Es. 4. 376. and ys 
Delius wfpirat wates optritque futura, En, 6. 12, 
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ning the mind as well as the body as a (5) 
prieft expiating and clearing the mward as well 
as it does the outward man — as a ling fair and 
immortal, ruling with a healing power 'over 
ſpirits, as well as fleſh, robing all things with 
his luſtre, and producing harmony in the world. 

Nor are the Indian tribes of Aſia and Ameri- 
ca leſs zealous votaries of the light (i). All the 
accounts we have of their worſhip furniſh us 
with undeniable evidence that they adore the 


fun, 


Ovid too deſcribes him as a foreteller of events. 


Per me quod eritque ſuitgue 
Eflgue patet, ——— Met. 2. 517, 


And Achilles Tatius ſays Mercury, the interpres divum, the in- 
terpreter of the gods, was call'd Apo//s among the Egyprians. 

(% Their calling him $01Co; Pharbus from porCaw purgo 
and AuTyezos Heeg expiatory £od and Apollo Claris, and 
ſuppoſing him to have a grant from Jupiter to atone for the 
fins of men according to Horace, before cited prove that 
they look d upon the ligt as their prieft te A, - Hence 
Heſed calls him dg 19899 ſacred light, and Firg. reparts 
him flammis opera omnia luftirare. — Ever fair and ever young 
are his titles in Callim. Hymn, in Agel. And in Ovid. Mer. |. 1. 
518. we read, per me concordant carmina nerwis, 

(i) If my reader will conſult the Univerſ, Hift, of relig. Ce- 
remon, he will find it worſhipp'd by the Burates in Turtary, 
who ars fo attach'd to its ſervice, that they will diſcourſe ox no 
other deities — by the people near the north pole, and in the 
North eaft of Af aby the inhabitants of the Philippines and 
the greater partofthe Eaft-Irdics, by the Virginian natives, Ca- 
w#adans, Floridans, Mexicans, Perwuians, the Indians of Darien 
at Cubogua, Caribana, new Andelufia, Guians la Plata, &c. 
c. &c, It has a temple in the iſle of Munay, and at Taxila 
in Ind: a, Cc. and had a remarkable one at Cuſco in Peru, with 
walls cover'd with gold ; and a figure of the ſun ſurround. 
eq with rays and flames on an bigb altar, and alſo a lien, the 
known emblem of light, in it, 
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fun, (t) uſhering in its appearance with ſengs; 
burning perfumes to it, (J) ſtiling it the parent 
of life, and a mediator, under the name (n) of 
Chemens—conceiving it begotten of a mother () 
ro be their conductor into their poſſeſſions (o), 
looking for the remiſſion of their fins from it, 
and holding a yearly feaſt to it under the name 
Citu, as a luftration to cleanſe them from of- 
fence. And what ſhall we ſay of theſe things? 
what? but that we diſcover amidſt all the 
rites, whoſe origin it is beſides our preſent 
purpoſe (p) to trace, a natural religion — a 


fen- 


(k) This the natives of Canada and of Florida do: as the 
kings of Fudab did, 2 Kings XXili. 5. 

(!) The Floridans call it ſo. Univ. Hiſt, of rel. Ceremon, 

() This is the belief of the Hiſpaniola ſavages: perhaps 
the name came from the Hebrew word for light, WHY Srxc- 
MeSH, 142, and it is that of the Per/tans alſo, 403. 

(n) This the Mexican; ſuppoſe him to have been, when they 
came into their country under a captain call'd Mexi, with a 
law and tabernacle : which notion ſeems only a corruption of 
ſome tradition about Iſracl's journey into their land under 
Moſes Sc. with a cloud and pillar of fire before them. And 
it is well known the Perſians marched aſter conſecrated fire, 

(e) This the Peruwiars do at the autumnal Equinox, each 
rubbing his houſe with dough — 197. which alſo ſeems to 
have been a corrupt imitation of the uſage of unleaven'd bread 
under the law. | 

) Such as having ſanctuariet, which none but the priefis 
and kings could enter, 115. performing morning and even- 
ing ſacrifice of a flag, lamb, firflings, Se. waſhing them- 
elves vivo flumine, as Virg, 2. 719. in the running water 
ſetting ſlaves free when their maſter dies, together with 
their iD , 100, uſing ſymbols, keeping a perpetual fire, 
anointing ſtones, 139. having ſacred repreſentations of their 
deities, 140. imagining @ divine virtue to reſide in them, 
Burning the bones of their ſacrifice becauſe not allow'd to 
break them, 352. keeping the prieftbood in one tribe, 414. 


waſh. 
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ſenſible ſervice in the heathen world ; becaufe 
it is this natural and ſenſible ſyſtem which they 
idolize, and it is the riſing light or ſun, which does 
to a demonſtration claath their bodies with its 
luſtre that they look for. purification from — So 
that their worſhip has what that of the unbe- 
lievers amongſt us have no claim to, /en/e for its 
ſuggeſtor, they ſerving what /eemingly ſupports 
and enlivens them. But are we on this account 
to approve their ſervice as a reaſonable ſervice ? 
Should men thus be led captive in the chains of 
ſenſe, and adore the creature? No. We ſee 
indeed from matters of fad, from this cloud of 
witneſſes in the heathen world in every age, what 
human nature left to-its boaſted /agacity leads 
men to, to the refutation of thoſe who, from 
what it does under the numerous advantages of 
chriſtian information and education, falſly ſup- 
poſe it able to diſcover the Creator. But we 
cannot approve their ſervice becauſe we are 
looking for a ſpiritual proviſion and ſuch as 
correſponds with this ſcene of inveſting ſplendor 
in the viſible world. And we find not the cor- 
reſpondent diſpenſation in their ſyſtem. For do 
they not abſurdly reſt their hopes in the fleeting 
ſhadow, in this natural proviſion whoſe fair 

coun- 
waſbing their children, preſenting the f-f fruits to the prieſt, 


circumci ſing, adorning their dwellings with branches and leaves, 
231. judging them unclean, that touch a dead body, abflaining 
from women at a certain time, letting birds fly, for purifica- 
tion, uſing /ibations and meat-offerings, and oblerving Sabbaths 
or a ſeventh day 140. and according to Jeſepbus at the end of 
his 2 lib, contra Apion, 
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art we are looking for ? — Are not they 
enamoured with the gazdy.but narrow views of 
this viſible world, content to place their depen. 
dance on repre/enting nature, but giving us no 
glimpſe of the gracious event which we have ſeen 
feemficant nature demonſtrate this ſhadowing 
ſoene to be ;ntrodufory to? Yes, they are like 
the man, who going to ſee the king ſtops in the 
outward court and miſtakes his rizhly apparel'd 
ſervant for him” (7) that is ſent only to pro- 
claim him and his titles to the world. On 
which account it is plain from the nature of 
things their ſervice is not a ſervice of faith, but 
a ſervice of ſenſe and, as ſuch, of courſe ſubjecting 
them to thoſe ſeveral enormities which we find 
praQiſed amongſt them, as well as amongſt the 
proſeſſors of chriſtianity who are ruled by the 
poroer of the air (s) that worketh in the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, inſtead of ſanctiſying the 
Lord Gop in their hearts. Becauſe what in 
the courſe of things can be expected from a cor- 
rupt conſtitution of body actuated only by the 
exciting influences of the powers of this world, 
but all the foul variety of impurity in thought, 
word and deed ? Nothing leſs. Surely then na- 
ture, in the vices of the heathen world, means to 


eertify their apoſtateſtate and to enforce Sr. PauPs 


{t) account of them, that as they did not 
like 
0 Aquinas de Symbole Apeſtolico. 
6 pb. ii. 2. (t) Rom, i. 24. I 


5851 
like to retain Gop in knowledge, Gop gave 
them up to vile affections.“ For that Gop did 
not create them with evi difpoſitions, to war 
againſt all his attributes and idolixe the crea- 
ture, is a point needs 79 proof. But we have 
ſeen they do idolize the ſhadow, and therefore 
they have turned the truth into a lie. 

O how does this view of the ſad elt, which 
the revolt of their ungrateſul forefathers has had 
on their children, ſtrongly aggravate the guilt of 
their rebellion againſt the truth. Should it not 
ſtrongly operate on the mind of thoſe whom 
the LoR PD has vouchſafed to reveal himſelf to, 
to make them watch over their ſteps, that they 
may not depart from the knowledge of the 
grace of Gob, and be the cruel inſtruments of 
involving a miſerable poſterity, millions yet un- 
born in all the darkneſs and impurity of the hea- 
then world? And ſhould not they whom © the 
light of the glorious knowledge of Gon“ has 
ſhined upon in preference to other nations, thro' 
the unſearchable riches of his free grace, commi- 
ſerate the people that fit in this great darkneſs ? 
Should they not aſſiduouſly labour to tranſmit to 
them, like ſome friendly luminary, the rays of 
truth, ſeeking not theirs only, but them to walk 
together with us in the igt of Gop's counte- 
nance ?” Surely, their indigent fituation is as 
much preſented to us to give us av opportunity 
of ſhewing mercy, as the heavenly talents of 

Fffef know- 
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Anowledgr: and love are diſpenſed to us to diſpoſe 
us to embrace it, that thankſgiving may abound 
unto Go from them for the gift by us. How 
mueh then is it ta be lamented, that mien ſhould 
ſo ſeck their own, as not with a zeal, equal to 
that with which they covet the American ore, 
to give all diligenee to enrich the church of the 
faithful with /a (x) nay, that on the contra- 
Ty: they ſhould baſely deny them, in the face of 
heaven's High authority, (y) the ſealings of divine 
love | And how, many wiſhes ſhould every pious 
ſoul breath forth with a godly tendernefs, that 
| f men 


(i) For we find it is not Having the talent, but uſing it unto 
Gos glory that obtains the promiſed reward to the Lon ds 
ſervant. Matt, xxv. 28. ; 

(x) I uſe the word enrich, becauſe believers, as repreſent- 
ed to be of high efimation in Gop's fight, and called zervels, 
Iſai, xi. 10.— Mal. iii. 17. nay, Je man figured as a picce 
of fitver, that though 4e, bears the image of the king of 
heaven in his body. Lale xv. g. d — 

(Gs ye and diſciple all nations, baptizing, i. e. waſhing 
them, Matt. xxviii. 19. though the operative. power is no 
more in the water than it was in Naaman's caſe in Jordan, 
any farther than as this one of © the <veat things of this 
world*” choſen ““ to confound the mighty,”* xs Cor. i. ara 
therefore a Ceſpiſed ordinance, is made the channel or means 
of conveying of the mighty grace of regeneration to us thro? 
the faith of it tb conveyed, Indeed, when men think, as 
Naaman at firſt did, the water of Gop's appointment has no 
more effect on them than common water, 2 Kings v. 12. it is 
no wonder they ſhould be indifferent whether men are va/>- 
ed or not, But the proprietors are to anſwer to Gov for the 
fouls of their ſlaves, as certainly as they enjoy their ſerwite, 
Ang as it is objected that men ſpiritually waſhed become 
Free from their obligations in ſociety; ſo was it really %, 
though the contrary. appears from the SS, this conf:deration 


will not hold them excuſed before Chriſt for precluding them 


this ſealing of them as his property boughr and paid for, cb 
ſerve him, tho' detained by the ſons of violence, 
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men of judgment (z) in the faith, and of deep 
experience in the ways of Gop; nen, Who as 
they know his teſimanies and the ends for which 
the creature nature is made can trace the hea- 
then apoſtacy to it's riſe, and make their 'arv# 
rites illuftrate the truth; men, who full. of 
holy intrepidity, think it the high honour to 
be thought (a) worthy oſſifering with CR RIS, 
and who, by their brightly-ſhiniog example, adorn 
(5) their doctrine, and lead to what they teach, 
may be lawfully called and ſet apart by prayer (e 
and faſting, and furniſhed with everyencqurape- 
ment in order to carry on this great but nglected 
work of converting the Gentilet They have the 
capital ſigns in common with the nations, far 
they zealouſly worſhip them, and could they be 
brought to look thro' theſe; to what they gn 
h they muſt be chriſtians. Can then a chriflian 
man make their caſe his, and not weep witha 
heart . poured out like water” at the ſad reverſe? 
Ffff 2 Nay, 

(z) 1 do not ſay there are no miſſionaries of this kind, but 
none but ſuch ſhould be ſent : the contrary perſons, nay, 
novices, newly come to the faith, being forbidden to each, 
whatever ſudden conver fion they may plead. See 1 Tim. iil. 6. 
(a) This is what none care to he accounted, but they, 
who through the Spirit have learned to love one another, as 
Chrift loved them, even unto death, Reader, thus queſtion 
thy heart, “do I think there is in chriſſianity what is worth 
ering for? — If thou doeſt not; thou wilt never ſuffer 
the loſs of fame, intereſt or pleaſure for Chriſt, and ſo by a 
kind of daily martyrdom be prepared for every perſecution. 
But Chriſt will be given up, as often as thou mnit loſe by Keep? 
ing him, eſpecially when it is not only thy friend, thy 7icbes; 


but thy /zf- thou muſt ſurrender, 
4%) Tit. ii. 20. ( 225 xiv. 23. * 
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Nay, can he look at the faith of the primitive 
chriſtians, and the ſpirit of love and power in 
them, and not fee how fear, how ſhame, how 
hepe, how charity, all conſpire to animate him 
to uſe every means in his power to bear Gop's 
Name amongſt the unconverted Gentiles, that 
they may be turned ftom darkneſs to light. 
O! may the incarnate Gop who has declared 
himſelf to be with ſuch apoſtles or miſſionaries 
«© to the end of the world, confirm (d) his 
word, though not with outward miracles, yet 
with ſpiritual tokens of its efficacy : that kings 
may (e) yet come to the brightneſs of his ri- 
fidg,” and the fullneſs of the Gentiles flow in 
to him,“ and his church be enlarged and 
edified, and his name be glogified. And may 
theſe inhabitants of the Indies, have no longer 
cauſe of offence given them to 6/a/pheme the 
Boly name by which we are called, but may they 
beled by an evident demonſtration that Chrift is 
the wi/dom and power of Gos to them that be- 
lieve, to receive the truth in Chri/?, and look- 
ing through this curtain of nature, have their 
eyes and hearts fixed on that which is beyond 
it (g). Methinks I hear infidelity ſay, with its 
antes | uſual 


(@) Matt. xxviii. 20,-Mar. xvi. 20. (e) Ja. bx. 3. 
) Fer. xxXxi. 12. 

CC) And it is not to be thought this would feem a new way 
ef reaſoning to them. For ;ſymbols and infiruftion by ſym- 
bols are things not new. If it was the method Gov uſed to 
convey his will to men, as being the only one by which they 
dan have any ideas of it in their preſent ſtate, we find all the 
un- 


- 
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uſual ferwardneſs, that whatever zeal and love 
there may be in the expreſſions this is ſuppefing 
we have found the amiable and correſpondent 
event we have been in ſearch of in the chriſian 
ſyſtem.- But as it was not our intention that 
aſſertions ſhould paſs for arguments, ſo we muſt 
next eriquire whether we have not a ſufficient 
evidence of it's being actually maniſeſted to our 
view in this ſyſtem. ' x My VERT” 

T hat nature proclaims by the inveſlimg light, 
&« that ĩt is by a liłe fair robe man can only be de- 
livered from the b/ack guilt he is fallen into,” I 
have already ſeen. That, therefore it ſtands fome- 
where manife/? to the children of men, as this 
revolution is which lately took place in the viſible 
world, is a certain conſequence. For can it be 
thought that the GoD of mercies would make his 
creature nature direct the diſtreſſed heart to a re- 
medy which was no where to be found? But it is 


not 


unconverted nations uſing ſymbolic repreſentations, and al- 
ready accuſtomed to making deductions from f2ns and tokens, 
eſpecially on the backs of our colonies in North America, 
where the people uſe flicks and particular fgnawres to re- 
cord their annals by, or to affiſt them in making their ſpeeches 
in public on a variety of ſubjects. So that they are ina man- 
ner prepared to receive that revelation, which by earthy ſig 
natures directs the ſoul to the contemplation and purtait of - 
heavenly things and writes them in the heart. However 
men that daily uſe letters or marks or gut to expreſs or 
reveal things to perſons that ſee them not, object, though in 
condemnation of their own ollowed practice, againſt the eg - 
pediency or propriety of our ſoul's holding by fimilar means 
that moſt defireable communion, a correſpondence with the 
inviſible God: and againſt our receiving from the abundant 
meaſures of his unſpeakable grace, when we thus apply to 
him, the ſatisfying anſevers of enlightning ww:/4om and ſou! - 
transforming Ive. 
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vat tobe met with in the ſeveral ichemes that we 
already examined, neither is there ny left for 
my inſpection, but the chriſtian. Therefore 
] have very conſiderable grounds for expecting 
to find the relieving event nature points to mani- 
teſted in this ſyſtem to all people, that they may 
have the GLory for. their defence, and fulfil 
the divine commandment — praiſe bim all ye 
nations, Nor is this all the encouragement I 
have to. hope. that I ſhall. here make the grand 
diſcovery.. For doſt thou not perceive, my ſoul, 
in the heavenly-revealed ſyſtem, (4) a decla- 
ration of what philoſophic wit vainly eſſayed to 
prove, and of what ſtrikes at the root of all ido- 
latty: namely, that . in the beginning (i) GoD 
created the heavens and the earth?“ Seeſt thou 
not how, on this account, the (+) creative perſons 


in the GoDHE AD, who formed theſe natural 
agents, as theſe in/trumentally form the herbage 


of the earth, repreſent this 5% (J) as doing ſet- 
vice to and worſbipping him, as /fanding up toge- 
ther 


(5) To prove this aſſertion becomes the ch-iſian, it muſt 


de remember d it is by faith wwe underſtand the worlds were 


made; to prove it is conſiſtent with the reaſon of the thing 
I muſt refer my reader to pag, And I ſhall only add, 
that the philoſopher held the co- eternity of matter with his 
god, and that ex nihbilo nihil fit ©* nothing comes of nothing“ 
was the principle of the beathen, as it is of Belmen's ſenſe- 
teſs ſcheme, 

(i) Gen. i. 1. 

(&)- Ecel. xii. 1. PN Bon ark thy creators — Pſa, cxlix. 
2. Let Iſrael rejoice in VP Osn1v the makers of him. 1 Kings 
XXii, 19. 
« (!) Nebem, ix, 6.—Iſai. xlvili. 13. 
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ther at his c? Attend to the frequent and Ta: 
temn claims of every of the mighty attributes, 
(n) which we find the nations aſcribe to be 
| the 


n) In general, concerning the heavens, Gop ſays, by the 
Lok, 2 VAH, were the heavens made, and all the 50ſt 
of them by the Sy1817T of bis mouth, Pſal, XXXIIi. 6. 

In particular he ſays, 

1. Of the y, — haſt chen made an exponſion with bim to 
the ſky, (or ſtruggling air, ſtrong) adbering [ike the molten - 
lroking glaſs (or mirror) Fob XXXvile 18. 

2. Of the. ſun, — be comma nderb the ſolar fire and it riſeth 
not, Job ix. 7. 

3. Of the //ght, — I form: light, Iſai. xlv. 7. 

4. Of the darkneſs, — I create darkneſs, xlv. 7. 

5. Of the morning, — be turneth the ſhadow of death 7nto fle 
morning, Amis v. 8. 

6. Of the n/ghr — be maketh the day dark with night, v. &. 

7. Of the moon, — beappointeth the moan, Pſa. civ. 19, 

8. Of the farts, — be ſcaleth up the ſtars, Job ix. 7. axd 
giveth them for a light by night, Jer. xxxi. 35. not lor new» 
worlds, much leſs for the manſions of the bleſſed. 

9. Of - clouds, — be ecvereth the beewens with condenſed 
clouds, Pſal. cxlvii. 8. 

10. Of vapors, — hecaufeth SY) clovated vapors te al - 
cend, CXXXV, 7... | 

11. Of wind, — he maketh to come forth the wind from the 
treaſures. (the places where it is farit cor led, and whence 
it iſſues as men from a priſon, and is drawn forth as moncy 
out of a rreaſurg) cxxxv. 7. 

12. Of bender. — tis the glarious Lond maletb the thunder, 
Pſal, xxvii. 3. YU Rom, the eruption in the air. | 

13. Of ligbtnin ,— be maxctb tbe lightnings, Pſa, cxxxv. 7. 
bright extraions which come forth like à ſword from its 
Theath, See P Req and N Ber, 

14. Of rain, — the Loxb giveth rain, — he watere:b the 
hills, civ. 13. | 

*; Of ſnow, — be giveth ſnow ii de 2007, Pſa. cxlvii. 16. 

16. Of ſeaſons, — he changeth ſeaſons, Dan. ii. 21. 

17. Of ſummer , — thou bajt made ſummer, Pſa. IxXiv. 17. 

18, Of winter, — thou haft made winter, 17. 

In general of the ear/h, the earth is my footſlood, Iſaiah 
Ixvi. 1. In particular — 

1. Of the feld, - be mad: the fields, Prov, vill. 26, 


* 


413 


23 
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the idolized powers of this world, the one un- 
divided heaven, and which are /-emingly poſ- 
ſeſſed by them. And behold how the omnipo- 
fent 


2. Of the mountains, — by bis flrength be ſetteth i the 
mountains, Pſal. Ixv. 6. 
3. Ofthegraſs, — he canſeth t graſs to grow, civ. 14. 
4. Of the tender berb, — I cauſe he bud of the tender herb 
to [pring, 14. | 
5. Of the corn, — thou prepareſt them corn, Pſ. Ixv. . 
6. Of the cartle, — GOD made the cattle, Gen. i. 25. 
7. Of the ern, —GOD formed every fowl of the air, i. 19. 
8. Of fruits, — Iwill multiply the fruits, Ez. xxxiv. zo. 
9. Of harveſt, — be reſerveth the appointed weeks of har - 
veſt, Fer. v. 24. 
10. Of trees, — I bave given thee every tree, Cen. i, 39. 
11. Of food, — be giweth food to all fleſh, Pſa, cxxxvi. 25. 
12. Of the ſea, — the Lok o bath mad: the depths of the ſea, 
Tja. li. 10. 
13. Of rivers, — becutteth out rivers among ft the rock;, 
Job xxviii. 10. 
14. Of ſprings, — be ſendeth the ſprings into the vallies, 
Plal, Civ. 10. 
15. Of fb, — thou haſt put the fiſh under his feet, Pſal, 
Viil. 8. 8 
16, Of ice, — be cafteth forth bis ice, Pſa. exlvii. 17. 
17. Of thaw, — be ſendeth out his ward and melteth them, 
ver. 18. 
Of the Adam man, (the Loxp Gop) made man, Gen, ii, 
I. In particular as an individual, 
1. Of his breath, — be giveth breath to the pecple, Tfaiab 
Nlii. $» ; 
2. Of his fight, — be formed the eye, Pſa. xciv. . 
Of his ear, — be planted the ear, wer, 10, 
4. Of knowledge, — be teacheth the nations knowledge, 10, 
5. Of power, — be giveth ſtrength, heviii. 45. 
6. Of life, — GOD boldeth our ſoul in life, Ixvi. g. 
I kill and I make alive, Deut. xxxii. 39. | 
7. Of correction, — thou doſt correct man for iniquity, Pſal, 
XXXIX..2, 
8. Of ref oration, — I will lead and reſtore comforts, &c, 
Tſai. vii. 18. 
II. Of men as corporate bodies. 
1. In kingdoms, — the Meſt High ruleth over the x\ngdoms of 
men, Dan, iv. 17, I ſpeak concerning a kingdom to defiroy it 
| and 
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tent K1NG of heaven occaſionally manifeſts his 


ſovereign power over this ſubject 5, and ſup- 
ports his claims to their ſervice by the ſtrongeſt 
demonſtrations of their dependency, that rebelli- 
ous man could poſſibly have: by a ſeries of won- 
ders moſt wiſely (n) adapted to the ſeveral peo- 
ple they were wrought amongſt, cauſing theſe 

| 6888 his 


and to build and to plant it, Jer. i. 10. the GOD of all the ng - 
doms of the earth, Iſa. xxxvii. 16. f 

2. Of kings, —itis be giveth ſalvation to kings, Pſa. exliv. 
10. by me kings reg, Prov, viii. 15. 

3. Of nations and people, — the LoxÞ is governor among ff 
tbe nations, Pſa. xxii. 28, — the Loa Þ reigneth—det the peo- 
ple tremble, Pſa. xcix. 1. 

If my reader confiders theſe few of the many claims which 
Cop makes of every of the creatures in heaven, and the 
earth and in the ſea and in the deep waters, he will not 
wonder that there ſhould be à true philoſophy in the SS: in 
other words, that, when there was occafion to mention theſe 
things in order to vindicate his ſupremacy, he ſhould de- 
ſcribe them as they are in nature, and by words which do, 
when examined, give a preciſe idea, not of what they only 
ſeem to be, but of what they really are. For when a wiſe 
man will do this, not countenancing, but correct ing vulgar er- 
rors, will not Gos ſpeak thus of things? Eſpecially when it 
is to the powers v4 nature and their rations that we are 
referred for our ideas of the ers of the world to come, and 
their operations on the chriſtian 3 and when, if the words 
are ſuppoſed not to yield true, they muſt clearly give us falſe 
and unnatural ideas of inviſible things. And this is what no 
chriſtian profeſſor can conſiſtently with his profeſſion charge 
SS with doing; or if he has inconfiſtently done it, what the 
evident correſpondency of the preſent ſtate of nature with the 
SS account on/y will moſt powerfully refute. 

(x) Thus in Egypt, where the /ight was worſhipped, Gop 
made it darkneſs for three days. The wind they worſhipped 
under the name of Baa! Zephon was made to deſtroy them in 
the ſea, and the fire * to conſume their fruits, Pſa, cv. 42. 
whilſt they were made to miniſter to his people and ſupport 
them. So in Canaan, the /ight, the people of the land ſerved, 
Jeſb. x. 12, was made to affift the 1/raclites againſt them, 
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his (o) army, like thoſe of an earthy frince, to 
| deſtroy the rebels againſt his government, and 
[11118 to protect or recover his people. Surely theſe 
ll depoſing witneſſes are ſufficient to prove to every 
„ candid judge, that the chriſtian ſyſtem is entire- 
1 ly calculated to engage the ſoul in a happy ſer- 
1 vice to the GoD of ſpirits ; as well as to evince 
tous that ic is the only one which is furniſhed 
with 


by a continuance of its ſhine, Cc. Hence we meet with thoſe 
declarations of Gos to the people that worſhipped the crea- 
ture; will make your beawen as iron and earth as braſs,” 
Levit, xxvi. 19, ©* ſhut the heaven that there be no rain, 
Dent, xi. 17. are there any (not of the wanities, but) of the 
idol agents , ATi iu can cauſe rain? Ferem. xiv. 
22. Thy harveſt is fallen — ** I will corrupt thy ſced, Mal. 
n. 9. ſhe knew not that I gave her corn and wine, I will 
rake away my corn in the time thereof, Hof. xxviii. 9. I 
have called for a drowght on the corn and new wine,'' and Deut. 
xxviii. 18. << curſed ſhall be the fruit of thy land. And the 
end of the miracles of Chr was not only to ſhew the Miracle 
of. miracles in a figure, the deliverance of a finner from a 
ſptritval blindneſs, deafneſs, dumbneſs, paralitic fearfulneſs, 
Foods of corruption, —_— and per ver ſeneſi of mind, capli- 
wity to foul ſpirits, forms of enmity in their voyage thro* the 
world, &c. but alſo to ſhew his ſapcriority over the ſeveral pow - 
ers of nature that were worſhipped by the Cent iles around him. 
e) If we conũder the Lox p in the natura/ and allowed 
character of a KING and governor, how extremely abſurd 
does a diſbelief of his miracles appear ? For it amounts to 
nothing leſs then a denial that he ſhould have acted the part 
ofa K N, and ever countermanded or varied the movements 
of his armies by a Captain of ſalvation, And whether th:5 is a 
natural idea of things, or conſiſtent with this character which 
deiſts view him in, I leave to the judgment of my reader. 
To me owning the kingly government of Gop, ſeems to 
lay men under a neceſſity of owning alſo that there are m/- 
racles, that is, a frequent change of the movements of his ſorces 
under a coptain of our ſalvation in the courſe of his admini- 
Aration: unleſs men will affirm that it was impoſſible there 
ſhould be any rebels in it, or that Gov would not take any 
eps to puniſh rebels or reclaim or protect his people: which 
to me appears to be an equally unnatural aſſertion alike in- 
confifient with all our common notions of government, 
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with ſuch an evidence as might reclaim a; man. 
whoſe ſenſe ſhould at any time, in his ſpiritual 
warfare get the better of his faith, and alienate 
him from the /LozD into the ſervice. of the 
ſhowy creature: with an evidence grounded on 
matters of fact, on ocular. demonſtration of the 
actual ſubmiſſion of the creature to its maker, and 
not ariſing from the ſubtle di/gur/etions of man, 
whoſe thoughts are ſo experimentally (p] vain, 
that they never have been able to ſhew one apo- 
{tate heart its way back to HIM (4) who ftretch- 
ed out theſe lucid heavens a sa curtain over the 
earth. 112 
In a ſyſtem then of ſuch evident tendency to 
recall men to the great Author of nature, and 
to reinſtate them in a ſpiritual ſervice, have e 
not all the reaſon in the world to indulge the 
ſtrongeſi hopes of meeting with that bleſſed event 
which nature repreſents can alone replace our 
guilty perſons in the light of Gop's counte- 
nance ? Eſpecially if we take ir this conſidera- 
tion that hitherto we have perceived the diſpen- 
ſations in SS tallying moſt preciſely with, the 
beneficent ceconomy”of 'Gop in this material 
ſyſtem, and evangelic nature ſounding forth 

| Gege.z "CunisT 


(p) This is the character which the royal prophet gives them 
in Pſal. xciv. 11, A 

(4) I mean to Jzxxovan, as exiſting in a Trinity of co- 
2 perſons — For they who worſhip not the true god wor- 

ip =o really exiſting god: whence the nations are ſaid, in the 
midſt of all their conceits of ſome fir? cauſe or moral governor, 


to be (29:0) Atheiſts, i. e. without god. 
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CnrIsT in ether reſpects as the LIGHT of 
the world : hitherto ſeen Gop powerfully 
deſcending to our underſtanding and (r) rid- 
ing upon the cherub of the repreſenting creature 
into our fouls, to deliver them from all the 


floods of tumultuous and heretical fancies, and 


from the waves of a troublefome world, and 
from the overflowings of ungodlineſs. 

And what do we, fallen as we are, deeply fallen 
in Adam into the gloomy circumſtances which $$ 
deſcribes, experience proves and nature paints in 
the fable cincture of the night, behold more of 
CHRIST in the ſcriptural diſpenſation? If we ſee 

bly the 


(7) In order to juſtify toi expreſſion, I need but obſerve, 
that Gov is faid to have rode on the heavens, on a cherud, 
and to have come flying on the wings of the vin, (which 
proves the wind to be the cherub or ———— of one of 
the great agents in the gad bead) to relieve his people, Pſal. 
XViil, 10. and in Iſai. xix. 10. on a cloud, to denote the ſubjec- 
tion of the wind, and alſo to ſhew us how he deſcends by the 
Hort y Sri tothe relief of human nature in Cuz1sT and 
in us. And in Pſal. Ixviii. 4. 33. GoD is remarkably ſaid to 
ride on the heavens ** as an borſe,”” i. e. to be borne by theſe 
repreſenting creatures, as a rider is by a horſe, to our view. 
So the clouds are called his chariot, civ. 3- whoſe movements 
ate directed by him, and which convey him in an idea to our 
view, O! whilſt he rides on theſe in the face of a/ nations, 
confirming the word of truth, meekneſs and righteouſneſs,” 


4. may we behold him thus manifeſt in a figure triumphing 
over every infidel objection, and fall low on our knees and 
adore, that he may triumph alſo by his power in us over all 
fin, in word, thought and deed. I may add, that the apoftate 
nations aſſigned the idolized powers of the heavens a chariot, 
and fabled their ſuppoſed a»gur or prophet Phebus, the light, 
to ride in and ſtimulate the perſon he was imagined to give 
oracles by, as the Cumean Sibyl in Virg. x. 6. 109. 
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theGLory, CHRismT preceded by the prophetic 


lights in the ſhadowing diſpenſation of the law, 
and revealed humble as the natural day- ſpring on 
his fit appearance, and taking on his fair body, 
by imputation the b/ac4neſs of our guilty ſtathg if 
we ſer him, like the ſtreaked light that is ref 288". 
ted and croſſed in its paſſage, make his way with 
a broken heart and fripes, in a purple raiment 
and on a cro/s amidſt the oppoſition of the pow - 
ers of darkneſs, if we ſee him entombed, like it 
for a while, under their oppreſſion, and riſe 
through the gates of heaven triumphant into 
glory, made perfect by ſuffering, to reſtore the 
world; behold him alſo, my foul, repreſented 
in this word, as accompliſhing this reſtoration 
in a manner ſimilar to this by which our a- 
ward man is redeemed from the involving darkt- 
neſs it falls into in the declining earth to the 
glory of this world, For what readeſt thou in St. 
Paul's conſolatory deſcription of CRRIS＋ the 
LicnT? TheRIGHTEOUSNEsSS of GoD with- 
out the law is or hath been manifeſted (as evident- 
ly as the light) (s) being witneſſed by the (prefi- 
guring) 

(s) Rom, iii. 21. The word for manifeſted is TE@arerw7ah!, 
and is the ſame that is uſed in Eph. v. 13. for the manifeſta- 
tion the light makes; 7a 3@ey): cy ;oule vio T% 
corog Careesr7 2&1 but all things (not that are reproved bur) 
to be reproved are made manifeſt by the light: all our ideas of 
manifeftation to the :zward man being borrowed from the 
. which the light of this world makes of things to the 
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guring) /awand the (forerunning) prophets, even 
the RiG6HTEOUSNESs of GoD, which is by the 
faith of ESS CH IST wnto all, and Upon all 
them that believe, for there is no difference” (any 
more than there is any with reſpect to the na- 
tions viſited by the natural light.“) For they 
all want it, ſo that one has no more title to it 
than another) for ALL have ſinned and come ſhort 
of the GLORY of God, being juſtified freely (t) 
by his grace (or favour yags) thro' the redemp- 

tion 


t) I cannot but carne and with a warmth I am content 
to be reproached for in this time of coldnefs defire my rea- 
der, as he values his immortal ſoul to guard againſt a late un- 
ſeriptural, unnatural, and therefore juſtly damnoble hereſy, 
lately advanced by Dr. Arthur Sykes in his pretended ſcr/pture 
dofrine of redemption, which he has ſuppoſed to have a ground 
on this expreſſion, freely or gratis, Papeay, and which is 
this, that becauſe our ſalvation is ſaid to be a gratis gift to 
ws, it is not at all the conſequence of CRI Ts buy- 
ing it for us, neither procured by any thing he did or ſuffered 
for us, neither beſtowed upon us for bis ſake, or on account 
of any procuring merit in him, —as if it was impoſſible tha: 
ſhould be a grat:s gift to us which coſt another an ineſtimable 
pom to procure it, that it might be thus given — or that it's 

ing firſt come by in a way of juftice by an adequate ſatisfac- 
tion for it to juſtice ould be a reaſon why it could not then 
be a giſt to us poor unworthy ſinners. When it is here ex- 
preſsly affirmed, that tho? it is a free or gratis gift to us, yet 
it becomes /o and is therefore given to us through a medium 
by which we obtain it, even the redemption or payment that is 
in CaxisT rss. O how muſt every fincere member of 
our truly chriſtian church lament (without being any friend 
to perſecution) the havock which a ſuſpenſion of ecclefiaſtical 
diſcipline and cenſure make of the chriſtian faith. Would a 
Cranmer or a Latimer, an Andrews or a Hall have done this? 
Surely this remiſſneſs is as foreign to the ſpirit and end of the 
reformation, as the conduct of ſuch falſe ſons, who live by the 
revenues of her they thus mean to overthrow, is to integrity 

and 
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tion that is in CHRIS’ JESUS — whom Gop 
hath ſet forth a propitiation (u) through faith in 
his blood : to declare his RiGHTEOUSNEss for 
the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt (which are com- 
pared to a cloud, Jer. xliv. 22.) that he might be 
juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth (and 
as the P/almift has it, 94 Ger r61!s himſelf) on 
JesuUs, the true light; as this earth does 
on the created light, So that here we find a 
clearance from lin effected by a righteouſneſs, 

not 


and gratitude, We may repent it tos late: for where there 
is no weeding, the fineft garden, as our eſtabliſhment is, may 
be ov r- run, and the fineſt ſpring choaked. And we have 
had many ca//s to repentance from our good God. O may 
they lead us to put away offences, leaſt we be diſcomfited as 
Iſrael before cur foes. For ſhould not miniſters, ſet for the 
defence of the goſpel, guard the very furdamenta/s of all our 
faith and hope, as revealed in SS, and eſtabliſhed in the very 
articles, liturgy, and homilies they have ſubſcribed to upon 
oath, Certainly they ſhould, becauſe the actnow!/edgment the 
celeſtial choir make to the Lams is this, „ thou waſt ſlain 
and haſt bought us (as at a market) to Go» with thy blood** 
(and of courſe paid for us) and becauſe none who deny the 
LorD that bought bem, or what is the ſame, his purcha/: 
of them to what they have of grace can be admitted into the 
beavenly aſſembly, becauſe they would there create a &d:/- 
cord with their jarring ſpirits, O! that the acknowledge - 
ment might dwell ever in our hearts and on our tongues ; 
that we, who are not our own but bought with a price, might 
never be guilty of ſo much ſpiritual villa iy and diſpaneſty as 
to alienate our hearts, our affections, our tongues, our hands 
and our feet from this heavenly mafter*s ſervice, 

(v) From pro peccato, “ for, and in the ſtead of ſin, as 
the ſhepherd*s infant is faid by Juin, 1. 1. to have been ex- 
poſed, pro i/lo, ©* for, and in the ſtead of him.“ (Cyrus } 
And brite, r, pro, and for do ſo evidently carry with 
them an idea of ſubſtitution that I may ſafely call upon any 
one to ſhew where they have not i meaning. 
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not now wrought by us, nor in us (x), any more 
than this light is formed by me or in my body, 
but like this put Upon us, and therefore by an 
inveſtiture analageus to this in nature. But let us, 
my ſoul, behold this important object of grace 
from another point (y) of view in the epiſtle to 
the Romans. Here then thou ſeeſt the account of 
the (za7aaaayn) transformation of ſinners into 


jufti- 


(x) This ſhews us how extremely erroneous it is for any 
perſon raſhly to exclude men from a preſent acceptance with 
| Gon, becaaſe they have not hitherto had that degree of ſanc- 

tification unto. inward holineſs paſſed upon their ſpirits 

which they are following after, and that ſomething is yet 

lacking in their ſaith, as there was in that of the Theſſalonians, 

Eb. iii. 10. as if the want of a more eminent degree of 

AnmRification in them, whereunto they were holily ftriving to 

Attain in the deſire of their heart, did actually make their faith 

did, and preclude their preſent juſtification through faith, 

When it is evident a want of that, which, if it were in them, 

would rot be the cauſe of their acceptance with Gop, can ne- 

ver e their juſtification, Since that we ſtand juſtified 

ar cleared by, according to SS and nature is not any thing in 

ws, but ſomewhat wrought 201: ont us, even the righteouſneſs 

of.Cyr1sT, received upon the ſoul by the faith of it ſealed in 

baptiſm. Indeed where it is received for the ſcripture end, 

namely, ſar#ificationof heart, it brings along with it the pro- 

ſe of the Spirit made fark, to produce the wyrking of love 

in it, a zcwwneſs of life gradually advancing, as natural lite does, 

throꝰ the various ſtages of babes, children, young · men and fathers 

in CyaxisT, But it is ſtill true, that it is abſurd for them who 

are babes and children to think they are not born or regenerate 

in God's fight thro" the righteouſneſs of Cu x 15s T only, freely 

given, becauſe they are not young-men or farbers in Cur 1s T.— 

It being not a wiſer — 2 tho* much more diſtreſſing 

than that a youth of 20 years ſhould make, when he ſhould 

argue, becauſe he had not 2/! the experience of a man of 

i, and was not a father of a numerous family, that there- 

tore he never was born, And how far the preſent teachings 

of the anttable ſcetaries of this age agree with this they would 
do well to connder, f 

{y) Ch. 5 
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juſtified perſons conſidered as it runs parallel with 
the (Traganloue) fall, juſt as the refloration of 
man in one earth under the riſing morn, conſi- 
dered as he is a member of this viſible world, 
ſtands in nature oppoſed to his fall in ane com- 
mon parent earth into the evening gloom. And 
are not theſe the words of our powerfully argu- 
ing apoſtle ? << If through the (offence or) FALL 
« of ONE the MULTITUDE (z) be dead, 

Hhhh « Mucu 


(z) Rom, v. It may be uſeful to obſerve againſt the un- 
wary abridgers of the benefits of Cun1sT's death, that the 
word for the multitude, or (as the Engliſh verſion has it, leſs 
expreſſively I think, becauſe of the idea of an exclufion of 
ſome, which the word many in our uſage of it carries along 


with it) for the many that died in Adam is 0170, A0t. F 
we may fairly conclude from its evident uſage in the mn 
verſe, for the all of that multitude who died in Adam (as by 
the confeſſion of theſe very perſons this a//died) that when the 
«« gift by grace or favour by one man, by Iss Cux1sT,”” 
is ſaid to have ** abounded unto the ſame many or multitude, 
we are to underſtand it to have abounded unto all, to the 
robo e nature or multitude that is juſt hefore ſaid to have been 
dead in Adam: and not to many of them, diſtinaly from 
ſome refidus: to have abounded to all, for whom in other 
places Cyx18T is ſaid, as expreſsly as words can fay it, 
to have died. How this argument, drawn from a ſameneſs 
of meaning in the word in the two places which it ſtands in 
in this verſe, can be got ever without chicanery I cannot 
think — Sure I am, that if from the expreſſion, many, (which 
would be better rendered multitude according to the known 
uſage of it in the Greek and Eng/ifo languages for the whole 
number) men will contend that the efficacy of Caz1sT's 
ſacrifice was in itſelf partial, and did not procure a talent or 
ſeed for the whole as the 3 teach us in St. Marthew, I 
may as fairly contend that the extent of Adam's fall was 
alſo partial, and did not procure condemnation to the whole 
human nature, becauſe it is ſaid in this verſe, by the very 
ſame word, that only many were dead through the offence of 
one, —If to avoid this they have recourſe to other paſſages 
which ſpeak of the univerſality of ths one, then it is hut fit- 


ting 
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« MUcH moRE the grace (or favour) of Gon, 
© and the gift by grace (or favour) by Ox E man, 
„ JesUs CKRIsT (whom we have ſeen repre- 
ſented as a human nature in eternal union with the 
GLoRY JEHOY AH) “ bath abounded unto the 
„ MULTITUDE. If by ONE FALL DEATH 

(to 


ting we ſhould be allowed to call in alſo other paſſages as we 
have done from the 18th, where the very fame words are 
uſed to deſcribe the uniwerſality af the other, and to confirm 
the truth of what is ſaid to be the end of CIS T's death in 
the zoth ve:ſe, namely, that where fin abounded, grace hath 
much more abeunded. Ii they urge that the redemption cannot 
have been une ra, becauſe notwithſtanding this ſome are in 
the end certainly damned, I might urge that, neither can the 
fall into ſpiritual miſery have been ſo, becauſe ſome not- 
withſtanding this are in the end certainly ſaved. If they 
fay there are evident marks of the fall, even in thoſe that are 
ſaved : I anſwer, there are alſo ſome marks of grace, and a 
talent to be found with them that abuſe both, and are con- 
demned, If they urge the one is ſuppoſing Gop to have or- 
dained a remedy without a final benefit to ſome, I may urge the 
other is aſſerting a fall which is not in the end deſtructive or 
fall to ſame, If they contend that the one carries ſeemingly init 
repugnancy to the immutable counſel of God, that all ſhould 
be redeemed, and yet ſome draw back to perdition,”” I may 
anſwer, that this other appears equa/ly to do ſo, that all ſhould 
fall, and yet ſeme in the end “ believe to the ſaving of the 
ſoul. . It it is replied that the latter is a particular purpoſe in 
the general counſel of God, that they who ſhould riſe ſhould 
be of the number of the fallen, that his grace might be known; 
I alfo reply that the former is alſo a particular purpoſe in the 
counſelof Gop, that they who ſhould be condemned, ſhould 
be thoſe who were redeemed and abuſed the talent and loved 
darkneſs rather than light, and would not come to the 
Bent, that their fn might be ſeen the ſin of ingratitude, Ic. 
But I ſhall ſpeak of this in a ſeparate note, Though I think 
my reader muſt ſee that the un werſality of the redemption 
and of the pr-/ent benefits of it is not more liable to objection, 
becauſe it is not finally of etfect to the ſalvation of al, than 
the 1 of the fall and of its preſent ill conſequences 
is, becauſe that a are not in the end hurt by it: the diſpen- 
ſations 
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Ito gloty which all had fallen fhort (2) of) 
e reigned by Ox E, MUCH MORE they which 
tc receive abundance of grace (favour) and of the 
« gift of RrGHTEOUSNESS ſhallreign in LIV 
« by Ons JESUS CHRIST. Therefore as by 
« ONE FALL it (the fall was) upon ALL men 
« ynto CONDEMNATION even ſo by ONE 
« RIGHTEOUSNESS it (was) upon all men 
« unto JUsTIFICATION of life, For as by 
« the Dis0BEDIENCE of ONE (many) the 
wMULTITUDE were conſtituted StNNERS; 
(vr) © /oby the OBEDIENCE of ONE fhall 
« the MULTITUDE be conſtituted RiGHTE- 
„us.“ Here then hail univerſal love! For 
behold what a beautiful proſpect we now have of 
a clearing righteouſneſs adeguate to the wants of 
a fallen world, and liberally communicated like 
the laſtre of this natural ſun: of a juſtification of 
ALL by the obedient courſe of ON x ſpiritual pa- 
rent CHRIST, as there was lately in earth a deli- 
verance of men from darkneſs into the ſplendor of 
this brightning heaven, And leſt there ſhould yet 
remain a doubt concerning its being an adventi- 
tious endowment and not an inwronught quality, 
fee how the light of the gentile church pours his fair 
evidence, (6) that it is © IM TUT ED WITHOUT 

Hhhh2 „ WORKS,” 


Tations being parallel and reaſoned from as ſuch by St. Paul: 
excepting in this diſtinguiſhing reſpect, as I ſhall alfo ſhew, 
that grace is ſo far from being /:ſs extenſive in its effects that 
it is much more abundant. 
(a) See page (72.) 
(5) Rem. iv. 6. 
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& wORKs,” to juſtify the UNGoDLyY who have 
been and are without him under a cloud of guilt. 
See too how in yonder revelation to the beloved 
diſciple (c), the Angel deſcends from heaven to 
atteſt the truth of theſe glad tidings to him, and 
ſhews the Lamb's wife (endearing name, ſweetly 
expreſſive of the moſt intimate connec ion be- 
lievers have with CHRIS |) arrayed in fine lin- 
nen, clean and bright; and declares this (Ta d- 
xaiwpele) * the righteouſneſs, or means of juſti- 
„Hing of the ſaints,” a righteouſneſs as diſtinci 
from our nature, as a robe is from the body, and 
bright as the ſun. 

Nor may we think this new: let us turn our 
eyes to what our highly - favoured forefathers did 
under the direction of Gop. For (d) cruth has 
certainly age, if not numbers, on its ſide. Be- 
* hold then, (and may pious imitat ion follow our 
wonder!) the venerable patriarch (e) enjoying 
imputed righteouſneſs, becauſe he was bold to 
truſt his GoD in the face of every unpromiſing 
appezrance that he would perform his word, — 
„Hear with holy dread the Almighty declare (f) 
his tabernacle SAXCTIFIED by his GLory,” 
And if his meek embaſſador aſſures (g) the Iſra- 
elites „ our enſamples, that it is not for their 

righ- 

(© Rev. xix. 8. 4 

4) Even the heathens called her Cara fidet, grey - bair' d, 
Firg. Acid. 1. 296. 

" fe) Gen, xv. 6.— Rom. iv. 3. 


V Exod, xxix. 43. 
2 Deut. ix. 5, 


WY oo. ae. i Ls 
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righteouſneſs they were delivered, and deter- 
mines (h) every veſſel that has no covering upon 
it to be unclean, he alſo proclaims JeERovan 
to be our (i)Cover ; he pronounces the ſacri- 
fices, which were deemed meft holy (H] and were 

of CHRIsT, the ſun of righteouſneſs (/) 
imputed, and with the greateſt natural propriety 
adjudges the touchers to be holy : as my outward 
man is brightened by the fair contact of the ſolar 
rays. Marvellouſly tranſmuting love] far prefer- 
able to all the power vain alcbymiſts have covet- 
ouſly ſought after to turn their earth to geld. I 
cannot view it as here pictured to my eye without 
a ſoul collected into deſite always to enjoy its ſa- 
cred efficacy; and thus pouring forth its prayer 
to CHRIST for it. 


O] Trov, to whoſe exhauſtleſs font of light 
This ſun's a debtor, and whoſe heavenly touch, 
Tranſcending far the energetic beams 
Which drive the gloomy ſhades of night away, 
Transforms the blacker ſinner to a ſaint, 
Purer than light, (and paſſing wonder“) fair, 
Immaculate as Gop, my ſoul inſpire 
Thro' crouds of thronging cares, that ſeem to 
form 

In one vaſt multitude a ſad barrier, 

To 


(hb) Numb. xix. 15. 
(!) 5 Cernen, Deut. xxiv. 8. 
i Levit, ii. iii. Vis 25.—Vii. 1. 
I) vii. 18,—Ex0d, xxix. 37,——XXX., 29.—Levit. vi. 27, 
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To break in faith heav' n- born, with baſe ally 
Of proud ſe H comfidente unmix'd, to thee. 
Then ſov'reign vertue, mercy's gift, like that 
Which once (#) the hand of faith, elſe hopeleſs; 

drew 
Tho? trembling from thee, ſhed: remitting ſin 
Elſe ir remifſible, and me empow'r 
By all the ſweet f of pard' ning love, 
To feel! the wondrous cure and bleft to know 
To touch thee is to /ive # my/lery, 
A finteſs ſinner and a guilty ſaint; 
Free, tho” inipriſoned ; corruption incorrupt; 
Kindred of Gop, if brother to the 100r iis; 
: His ouflato ; yet his Heir, co- heir with thee 
1 Of life divine; and glory ſurely ſeal'd 
1 In glad' ning earneft: from affliction's well, 
Bitter as Marab's waters, comforts ſweet 
j As them when head edueing: ev'n in death 
1 Doing but B-mage for a fefed throne, 
To gain the rich invęſtiture of heav'n. 


Indeed language of this kind may ſeem to thoſe 
who never felt their vaſt corruption the wild of 
fpring of diſtracting madneſs, The ſcerner, in 
his ſeat proudly laughing at the hell beneath 
him, where many of his brethren are this mo- 
ment plunging to ſuffer what like him they 
would not dread, may charge the ſoul that utters 
it with a wart of ſenſe, when ſenſe, dtbvabined 

fenſe 


Gi) Cate viii, 24. 
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ſenſe is what it riſes from, and /ych, as he that 
feels not diſtreſs like this and ſollicits got aſſi- 
ſtance certainly wants. He may deride the deep 
( fighings of the poor, into whole foul the 
waters of ſpiritual troubles are come as cau/e- 
leſs complaints: though methinks he ſhould be 
alarmed at nature's teſtimony, that without im- 
puted luſtre he muſt abide in the blackneſs of 
darkneſs for ever, But tho” they laugh at the word 
of him that has them in (o) de riſian, and mock at 
my ſuit to the Gop of my life,” have I no 
fair example to countenance my practice? Let 
ys enquire how he, who is pronounced the man 
after the LoR D's tun heart (p) and fate on Tſragl's 
throne, behaved in the courſe of his deep expe- 
rience, when his fin () ſtood collected before him 
in all its defarmity ; when he ſaw his iniquities 
far more in number than the hairs of his head, 
and prevail /o much againſt him, (7) that he 
could not {ck up. 

Attend we then on his folemn. moments. 
And what perceive we? Behold, and be aſham- 
ed, ye proud of the earth, that think it be- 
neath yqur dignity to ſtoop to God, or lexily 
reelinęd on eaſy pillows, addreſs heaven's re- 
reign in a manner you would bluſh to ſue to an 
earthy potentate in: behold majeſty, in him whom 
all the cambined world could not have cut off, 
pro- 


( Pſal. xii. 5. —Ixix. 1. (e) fü. 4. (#) 1 Sam. ii, 14. 
(2) Pſal, li, 3. (r) xl, 12, 
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proſtrate on the earth, (s) with belly cleaving to 
the ground, (t) ſtretching out his hands to his 
Go, with eyes near failing for waiting ſo long 
upon him (u). Indeed we muſt have patience 
for his prayer. For his ſpirit (x) is ſo overwhel- 
med within him thro enlarged ſorrows, becauſe 
of the voice of the enemy and blaſphemer (y), 
that he cannot /peat; he would not have his 
mouth offend (z) and therefore he holds his peace. 
But— what pain is it to him! ſee how his 
(a) ſtrength faileth becauſe of his iniquity” — 
how his (6) ©* /ife is ſpent with grief“ becauſe 
« of (e) the multitude of ſorrows he has in his 
heart” (d). He thirfteth for deliverance, but he 
cannot get forth; ſighs (welling in his breaſt ſup- 
ply the place of words (e). Tis now theſe com- 
plaints riſe up from him to heaven (f)? How 
& long wilt thou forget me, O Lon, for ever? 
© How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 
& How long ſhall I take counſel in my ſoul, 
«© having ſorrow in my heart daily? How long 
4 ſhall mine enemy be exalted over me?” *Tis 
now, when he cannot ſpeak, that he conſiders 
e the days of old, and the years that are paſt,” 
that he calls to remembrance his ſong,” and 
communes with his own heart (g). *Tis now he 
| thus 

(s) xliv. 25. (i) Kxxvill. 9. (a) Kix. 3. (x) cxlli. 3. 
O) Iv. 3.-—Ixxvii. 4. (z) xvii, 3z.—XxXxxix. 1. (a) xxxi. 
10 (6) Did. (e) xciv. 19. (4) xlii, 1,—lv. 8. 


Ixix. 18.—cxliii. 19. (e) vi. G.—Xili. 10. Xiii, 
1, Sc. (eg) Ixxvii. % N 
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thus ſecretly expoſtulates with Gop (b) ; * will 
the LoRD caſt off for ever, and will he be fa- 
vourable ns more? Is his mercy clean gone for 
ever? Doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? 
Hath Gop forgotten to be gracious, and will he 
Hut up his loving- kindneſs in diſpleaſure?” Can 
we look on, and not pity his anguiſh? No, 
he that has ever known the paths of the Lord 
are in the deep (i) waters“ of ſpiritual heavineſs, 
will mourn with David, thus vexed in his 
prayer, thus refuſing comfort from zught but 
Gop (4). And thou, my foul, tho? like him 
ce enducd with ſtrength,” wilt find [itz afflicti- 
ons ſhewed thee in thy courſe. Hear then, for 
thy inſtruction, what relieves his ſtruggling ſou], 
and brings him from theſe depths. His lips which 

he has ſecretly prayed the LorD to open (/) at 
laſt pour forth their petition, and he ſtrongly 
cries unto Gp. And this is kis prayer: * In 
e thee, (m) O LorD, do I put my truſt, let me 
e never be put to conſuſion. Over - ſnadow me in 
« T HY RIGHT EOUSN ESS, and cauſe me to 
ce eſcape, incline thine ear to me, and ſave me: 
« for THY RIGHTEOUSNESS fake, bring my 
de ſou] out of trouble.” This is his confeſſion : 
&« HY RIGHTEOUSNESS (n) allo, O Gos, is 
li ii very 

(hb) Did. () Ixxvii. 19,—lv. 2. 

(% Ixxvii. 2. Thus does the SS paint the difireſs and ge- 
ry of David, and by bis, thoſe far greater and inexpreſſible 


ſufferings of the true David, the man of ſorrows for our fin, 
( Hh. 15. () xi. 1, 2.—cxlii, 17. (*) IXxi. 19. 
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« very high, who haſt done great things; O 
God, who is like unto thee, which haſt ſhew- 
* ed me great troubles, and haſt brought me from 
e thedepthsof the earth again?“ This is his hope: 
* RIGHTEOUSNESS (9) ſhall look down from 
% heaven,” This his purpoſe: (p) “ I will make 
+ mention of thy Rio HT EOUSNV ESS only.” O 
be this our prayer: be this from a happy experience 
our conſeſſion and our hope. Nor leſs evidently 
does he declare it is a mercy, (not wrought in, but) 
Uro (g) them that fear him, and a righteouſ- 
neſs unto childrens children; like the light 
upon the bodies of men: and clothing (r) the 
prieſts, as the earth is covered with light as with 
Ha garment, And the evangelic prophet fore- 
tels this to be the language of men in CHR1sT's 
day (t). In JEHov an havel righteouſneſs,” 
„He hath covered me with a robe of righ- 
c teouſneſs, whilſt Feremiah declares his 
name to be the LoRkD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
, ESS (u).“ From all which I might affirm, 
with no incompetent evidence, that there is in the 
ſyſtem of revelation an event correſpondent 
with th:s in nature. 

But might not men ſay this is a fancied ana- 
logy, and that the one ſcene has no reference to 
the other? They might, But would they do 
it with any juſtice? No. For beſides that all 
the 


9 J 11. Ixxi. 16. iii. = 
| , Pf (s) civ, 50 (1) Tji, xlv. 24+ Al 6. 
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the terms for (x) purity, clearance, &c, are 
berrowed of neceſſity from words that denote 
material purity, and that all the words for foul 
guilt or impurity of ſoul are by a like neceſſity 
borrowed from words that denote material un- 
cleanneſs or blackneſs, ſo that we may conclude 
there is an undoubted connection between the 
means of removing ſpiritual impurity or cloud- 
ing guilt, as they ſtand deſcribed in ſcrip- 
ture, and the means of delivering the outward 
man from any gloomy, black, or impure circum- 
ſtances, as they ſtand manifeſt in nature: it is alſo 
evident that revelation actually refers us to this 
very obſervable ceconomy of Gop in na- 
ture's ſcenes for our idea of what CHRIST is 
and does to us in his correſpondent and amiable 
character of the light of this world. For is not 
CHRIST called our righteouſneſs, and is not this 
righteouſneſs compared to the /ight ? Ask we 
the P/almi/t, what we are to conceive of it? 
he ſays, G0 00 ſhall bring forth righte- 
© ouſneſs as the light, and judgment as the 
«*« n2on-day.” Conſult we the Lox p from I/aiah's 
mouth ? Is not this his (z) anſwer ? ] will make 
„my judgment to reſt for a light to the people. I 
will not reſt till the righteouſneſs thereof go 
„ forth as brightneſs.” Or ſhall we hear him 
ſpeaking by Malachi (a). This is his language 
Iiiiz on 
(x) See this already proved in the notes above, 

(y) FEſal. xxxvii. 6. (2) I. 4-—Ixii, 1. (a) iv. 2. 
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te on them that (ſear) reſpect my Name hall 
se the ſun of rigbteouſneſs or juſtification ariſe 
<« with healing in his wings" to repair and reſtore 
us to the glory we had fallen ſhort of: as the na- 
tural ſun by the golden wings of the morn claat hs 
our bodies with its luſtre to reſtore them to that 
fplendor they fall from in the evening. If Hoſea 
applies the ſame ſtriking image, thus teſtifying 
before G0 (6b), ** thy judgments are as the light 
&poing forth,“ *trs impothble any ſhould ſeri- 
ouſly review this (e) deſcription of CHrIsT in 
Jſaiah, when our filth was to be purged: by the 
ſpirit of burning, UroN ALL THE GLORY 
SHALL BE A COVERING, and not ſee that the 
language is borrowed from this beauteous ſcene in 
nature to deſcribe what we could otherwiſe have 
no dea of at all. Beſides, what mean the ſo 
lemn{(d) words, „ ſhew the light of thy counte- 
„ nance and we ſhall be whole Lift up the 1g. 
« of thy countenance upon us, c.“ but to refer 
us to the lifting up of this natural light in all its 
det ing beauty upon the earth for our idea of the 
lifting up of Gop's righteouſneſs upon our ſou], 
Becauſe, if we read the © glory of Gop covered 
the heavens, or the cloud, which gave light by 
% night, covered the tabernacle:” Exod. xl. 34. 
we find the LoRD under this very word faid to 
Cove our fins (e). But one of thoſe nume- 
rous references, deſerves a patticular attention. 
When 


vi. 5. (c) iv. 5. (a) Ixxx. 3, 7. —iv. 6 
(e) 2 Kess, whence the Latins have their caſa and 
Engiifh caſe: See Pſal, Ixxxv. 1. 
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When thou conſidereſt this chearing Tight, in 
which, as one of our poets has juſtly obſerved, 
<< beſt ſeen, ſhines out its maker,” thou ſeeſt it 
gloriouſly ſpread amidſt heaven's burniſhed hoſt, 
and lifted up by the almighty's potent hand like a 
fair Handard in all its circumfluent radiance over 
thy earth and its ſons. To this the expecting na- 
tions come, and under its lowing beams, gleam- 
ing from afar, the ſeveral individuals of the troop- 
ing people move in the ſtations aſſigned them and 
exerciſe their talents. Hence under God they 
draw deliverance from the interrupting gloom 
of night, and ſupport in natural life. For was 
not this fandard diſplayed by the world's high 
emperor, this drapery of the heavens, where 
kindling azure, where fluid gold, where all the 
mingling variety of freaming colours ſhine forth 
in ſuch potent luſtre, that the /velreft draw- 
ings, viewed in unequal compariſon with them, 
appear rude daubings; would not the nepleed 
nations fall before the deſtroyer into the filent 
grave, and all the dew bright products of the 
earth, wither into an unlovely maſs of inert 
duſt? Yes. Such would be the deſolating con- 
ſequence, For what brings death, and all its 
related miſchiefs, but an indiſpoſition to con- 
tinue under the elevated glory of this world : 
a revolt, like that” of ſome deſerting ſoldier 
from the waving colours of his ſovereign ? Seeſt 
| thou 
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thou then the healthful light of this world ſub- 
ſiſt in this beneficial character, full beaming 
over hill and dale, over woods and lawns, over 
ilumined fields, and furzy heath, over villages, 
known amidſt embeſoming trees, by the ſmoaky 
columns? Haſt thou under this conception of 
it a ſtriking idea of the uſe and expediency of its 
appointment in this ſyſtem of nature ? Behold 
this variegated drapery of the heavens gloriouſly 
flowing all around me applied by divine wiſ- 
dom, as a familiar repreſentation, to tranſlate thy 
aſcending ſoul in all the, rapturous aſtoniſhment 
of devotion to a moſt affecting view of CyrIsT 
in his office of the lovely protector of his re- 
deemed. For hear how the promiſe runs from 
the mouth of guardian love; * T hus faith (/ 
& the Lokd Gop, Behold I will % up my 
© hand to the Gentiles, and ſet up my STAN- 
« DARD for the people. And do we enquire 
into the nature of this ſtandard ? He anſwers, 
te there ſhall be a root of Fe//e which ſhall ſtand 
« for an ENSIGN ; unto him ſhall the Gentiles 
« ſeek (5). The Lok ſhall be ſeen Over 
ce them; his arrow ſhall go forth as the lightning; 
« the LoRD Gop (O! what a natural de- 
ſcription is this of his taking the field as it were 
in favour of his people) - ſhall blow the trum- 
pet.” Atrend alſo & royal David. W hen they 
queſtioned him, “ who will ſhew us any good?“ 

-he 


Ya. xlix. 22. (g) xi. 10.—v. 26. (6) Zech. ix. 24. 
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he thus earneſtly intreats Gop to % up the 
(true and eternal) LicHT of his (countenance 
or) (i) perſons UPoN us: as a much more inte- 
reſting fandard, mercifully extended, like the 
drapery of this inveſting glory, over the defrring 
nations, as members of his /p:ritual ſyſtem, that 
their rel might be glory (c). And ſhall we not 
admit what nature's omniſcient Author applies 
to-exglt the mind in idea to that fairer world, 
which all the ſons of intereſt deem romance: to 
that divine STANDARD GLoRy, whoſe ſpread 
of love is“ as much ſuperior to the /ight before 
me, as its extenſive luſtre is to the little ſtan- 
dards under which the army of an earthy prince 
encamps, and whoſe widely diffuſive excellen- 
cies, Which have the (I) interweavings of all the 
ſweetly - tempered attributes of Gop for their 
ground, and being the fair expanſ;ons of abſolute 
perfection, as far outſhine the ſubtly- painted 
face of morality, as the ſun-beams do the lifeleſs 
imitation on the canvaſs? For to this (how 
much language fa:ls me to deſcribe it? For 
„ho great is his goodneſs, and how great (m) 
e is his beauty !“) to this glory above the hea- 
vens, SS, by referring thee to the fandard light 
of this world, under which the nations are aſ- 

(i) Pſal. iv. 6. 
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(% Jjaiab xi. 10. IP id N 5p 102 

(!) Of this the hangings in Exod. xxvi. 36. the girdl: in 
xxviii. 39.—and the raiment of needle-work in Pſa/, xlv. 14. 
were types. 
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ſembled, would teach thee, the army of martyr's 
repair, as forces to their en/igns, and are encamp- 
ed under the bright reve/ation of its enlivening 
love, moving in the callings wherein they are 
called by the voice of the Lord to ſhew forth 
is vertue. And if this d:/play of mercy tells 
thee how the graces of chriſtian ſouls, thoſe can- 
ales of the Lok D, diſappear in the fight of 
them who view themſelves in this impnt ed glory, 
as the borrowed bine of a candle is in a manner 
abſorbed in the /uperzor luſtre of, the (n) ſun, it 
would aſſure thee alfo, that from hence ariſes 
thy protection in ſpiritual life, and that a revolt 
from this embracing love is expoſing thyſelf to 
them that war againſt thy foul,” grounding the 
expediency and neceſſity of the one for thy ſpiritual 
and eternal welfare on the evident expediency 
and neceſſity of this other, for the well-being of 
the body. And is not this an amazingly inſtructive 
image, that not like jargon- teaching ſchools in- 
volves the mind in all the depths of dark obſeuri- 
ty amidlt clouding definitions, but takes it by the 
ſimple ſteps of nature's ladder up to God, and 
all the rich aſſemblage of divinity? Nor is it lefs 
| engaging. For can we thus heaven- conducted 
be aught but completely ſafe under this ſtandard, 
where infinite love excites, infinite w//domdeſigns 
and infinite power effectually executes? What are 

all 


(n) For it is dangerous to he at our gifts and graces, un- 
leſs we give the glory to the Lox Þ : and we ſhould be careful 
teſt we, waxen fat, kick like Feſpurun, - 
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all the collected forces of earth's anited poten- 
tates, directed by all the ſubtieſt counſellors: of 
the world, were they to conſpire to defend one 
man againſt a ſingle enemy, if compared to this 
ſuperior protection? O that every man would put 
theſe queſtions to himſelf ! Am I gathered un- 
« to this divine enſign CHRIST? Am Funder 
e this banner #”” Important queſtions! Forſhould 
we revolt from this STANDARD GLoky, thus 
conſpicuouſly lifted up in the fight of all nations, 
and held forth to us with evidence ſtrong as ſums 
mer's non? Me, who may as well ſay ſome 
little banner human art ſhall make would anſwer 
all the purpoſes of the fandard light diſplayed 
in the army of heaven, as affirm we can make 
CuRIST's ſanctifying banner of love needleſs, by 
ſome proud fandard of our minds, tho' moral 
rectitude and a ſuppoſed eternal fitneſs ſhould 
ſtand painted on them. Should we deſert from 
this diſplay of grace under which alone the 52 
of ſaints can abide uninjured, fafe in Gon; 
and ſhamefully paſſive of the tempter forſake 
the (o) pavilion of matchleſs bounty in CHRIST, 
the covering of his righteouſneſs and /pirit and 
the (p) refuge of his everlaſting arms, when- we 
ſee how the ſpiritual foes await but our deſertion 
to deſtroy us? Say, wouldſt thou, my ſoul, if 
lifted under the banner of a human hoſt, leave 
it, and too proud to be protected truſt thyſelf 

K Kk k Kk abroad, 
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abroad, when ten thouſand foes were in ambuſh 
to ſurprize thee in thy ſteps? Thou wouldeſt 
not. Thou owneſt it is madneſs. How much 
leſs then ſhouldeſt thou be guilty of a defedtion 
from this STANDARD GLORY in CHRIST, 
when, uncovered with this, ſins blacker than the 
night and all the powers of darkneſs ſurround 
thine entangled foul ? Is not ſuch defection mad- 
neſs; and madneſs hig as the heaven that is loſt ? 
O may his (g) banner of love be always over 
me!] may every of my affections be gathered 
from the world unto him, leſt at the laſt ſo- 
lemn day, when the trumpet of the LoRD of 
hofts (hall be ſounded, I ſhould be found a deſer- 
ter from this robing glory and, diſcovered by his 
omaiſcient eye, ſhould receive exemplary pu- 
niſhment in the face of men and angels, death, 
(alas! what a mourning, lamentation and woe 
muſt the very ſound cauſe in the guilty ſoul that 
has a feeling,) eternal death to Gop, And do 
pot I july call it his banner of love? For what 
ſhould a banner, protecting me from ſuch perfec- 
tian of miſery, be named but love, conſummate 
love? For if the diſplayed luſtre in theſe hea- 
vens is what the reaſon of things obliges us 
to confeſs a maniteſtation of Gop's ed ian 
towards us; the heavenly enfign, CHRISTTF＋, 
ſecuring us in a better life, muſt indeed be loue. 
And the believer finds him /o, even here in a mea- 
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ſure of the fulneſi of that divine bounty which" 
will overflow the whole man in eternity, and 
place him in that unſren glory which nature 
now gives the body, as it were, a rehearſal of in 
this flood of day. For I find in this and every 
other ſcriptural deſcription of CHRIS, the 
beauty broken for us, that we are referred to 
nature for our idea of hi 4 and that therefore 
they are grounded upon there being a real ana- 
logy, not formed nor variable by a lawleſs fan- 
cy, but originally in/tituted and ever ſince ſub- 
Jifting between the vijible and inviſible things of 
Gov. 

To what heighth then muſt our wonder riſe; 
when nature thus points up to nature's Gon, 
that not only men, whole zgnorance of the 88 
added to the vitiaus bent of their hearts has made 
them «nbelievers, ſhould haughtily affirm chri- 
flianity to be inconſiſtent with the natural ideas 
of things, but that any, who bear the reſpe#able 
character of its miniſters and defenders, ſhould 
not ſee that it is ſo far from being ſo, that it ac- 
tually applies theſe natural ideas to give us de- 
ſeriptions of the divine ceconomy ? And mult not 
our grief be equal to our wonder, that there 
ſhould be found amongſt thoſe whom G09 (O 
ſolemn trat!) has committed the word of re- 
conciliation (7) to and made Feepers of his ſa- 
cramental ſeals, perſons who, inſtead of vindi- 
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cating them upon their own allewed principle 
againſt the id grounded reflections of unbeliev- 
ers, ſhould betray them by the unwary con- 
ceſſion that they are not to be proved agreeable 
to our ideas: as if reaſon had any ideas of divine 
things diſtinct from revelation ? For no arti- 
&« cle of faith is really repugnant to reaſon : for 
« Gow is the author of natural as well as ſu- 
per- natural light; and he cannot contradict 
e himſelf: they are emanations from him, tho” 
« different, yet not deſtrudtive of each other.” 
And could they in this /oft hour of walking be 
drawn from their roving after ſome metaphyſic 
meteor, which glares but to betray the beholder 
into miring error, to accompany. me in this 
ſearch into the natural deſcriptions of ſcripture, 
how would convictian pour upon their mind, that 
the creature is but handmaid to the word; to 
hold forth the ſolemn directions with all her ſtrong 
illuſtration of them to the family of Jesvs? 
For what a heart-tranſporting and glorious proſ- 
pect ſtands diſcovered to us in the chriſtian ſy- 
ſtem ! See we not here what we have frutitleſsly 
looked for in other ſyſtems, the lovely counter- 
part of this ſcene in nature which we before ob- 
ſerved muſt be in a {cheme of religion to deno- 
minate it a natural account of things? Namely, 
human nature cleared from the guilt it has fallen 
into by an inve/iiture of it with the imputed 
purity of CHRIST, the /;ght of the world, —by 
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a remedy adequate to the diſeaſe—by a righte- 
ouſneſs communicated, like this ſunny luſtre, 
without reſpect of perſons ;—enjoyed by the (3) 
weak as well as by the rong, by a defeCtive Peter 
(t) as well as by the beloved John — by a (2) 
Thomas that has ſomewhat lacking in his faith, 
if he is but open to further conviction, as well 
as by the other diſciples—by him that believes 
its efficacy, though he thinks he has room from 
his unworthineſs to queſtion the willingneſs of 
its donor, and addreſſes the Lok D with, (x) 
« if thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean,” as 
well as by him that believes both—by him, who, 
like the lame and dead, cannot come himſelf, (y) 
or like the deaf and dumb cannot (z) hear or 
ſpeak for himſelf, but is prayed for by ether 
by him who is poor as well as by the rich in 
grace, and by children as well as men of mature 
age. For what ſays divine love in CHRIST, 
when they brought young children to him to be 
touched (a)? The diſciples indeed, far from 
perfection, * rebuked thoſe who brought them, 
« but when JESUS faw them he was much diſ- 
tc pleaſed,” becauſe this was ſuppoſing a quality 
in them neceſſary to attain his git. And theſe 
are his memorable words (O that the preſent in- 
beritors of the frail diſciple's weakneſs, and con- 

; ſequently 


(„%) Rom, xiv. 1, Cc. (e) Luke xxii. 32. (2) Jobn 
xx. 26. (x) Mat. viii. 2. (y) Mat. iv. 24,—Fobn xi, 
14, &c, (z) Mart vii. 32.—!Xx. 25. (4) x. 13. 
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ſequently of the Lord's diſpleaſure in ur day 
might find the diſciple's . ſubmiſſrueneſs to the 
ad monition copied into their hearts.) © Suffer 
« the little children to come unto me (6b) and 
e jorbid them note ſor of ſuch (conſiſts or) is the 
« kingdom of GopD.” —And behold “ he takes 
« them up in his arms,” (ſo young were they and 
therefore'as devoid of any qualification as chil- 
dren can now be thought to be) and lays his 
« hands on them : (happy ſouls that now poſſeſſed 
the efficacy of his touch like the diſeaſed woman) 
ce and bleſſes them.“ So circumſtantiallydoes this 
diſpenſation of purifying righteouſneſs fally alſo 
with this in nature with reſpect to its firſt ex- 
tent: manifeſting him to be the God of the 
«« Gentiles,” old men and children, as he was 
once the Gop of Jſrael, (c) young and old: evin- 
cing him to be the LIGHT of the world, by 
thus enlightening with his illuſtrious robe of puri- 
ty, „every (4) one,” {be his /ex or age what it 
may, ) that cometh into the world,” as the na- 
tural ſun does their bodies with its glory. For the 
wicked have a candle or lamp to put out (e). For 
I fee from nature's dictates that I cannot a- 
bridge the extent of this manifeſtation with- 
out being guilty of an attempt to dive/t him 
of his natural character of the light of the world. 
And ſhould I do this with unſtable ſectaries, 
| when 

% Liv. 'c) Pſal, cxlviii. 12. (4) Prov, xxiv. 20. 

(e Poor i. 9. 5 ä 
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when I find SS refers me every where to nature 
for my ide@s, where children as well as men en- 
joy the ſplendid gift of heaven? I muſt not, it 
would be rebe/lion againſt Go and nature, by 
which his heavenly wiſdom now deſcends to in- 
form my ſenſe, and by my ſenſe, my ſoul, 

W hat concluſion then are we led to make from 
this diſcovery ? What but this (and O thatevery 
diligent ear might be brought into the ragte 
bondage to this report of nature/) that the CHRI+ 
S$TIAN SYSTEM is the only TRUE SysSTEM 
of religion, and like this of NATURE, the work- 
manſhip of Gop ? For how does virgin truth, 
immaculate with the rude concubinage of man's 
bold imagination, court the heart of unbelief with 
her guileleſs face? —How evidently does the ſit 
on each ray that gleams around and ſhew her- 
ſelf a beauty (/) in thoſe very parts which thro” 
a defect in the light they were viewed in, were 
eſteemed a deformity? For behold, ye unwiſe 
ſouls that have deemed the redemption and clear- 
ance of ſinners in CHRIST by the luſtre of his 
perfectly obedient courſe a deformity, behold, 
your idolized nature is made, as of old, to mili- 
tate againſt its votaries. See how, in the delive- 
rance of our bodies in one earth from ſurrounding 
darkneſs to a ſtate of ſplendor by the robing lu- 
ſtre of the ſun, ſhe exhibits to you her idea of 


the doctrine of PURIFICATION by the Ia u- 
TED 


(f) Tſaiab Ixi. 3. 


624 

TED RIGHTEOUSNESS of CHRIST, the Sun 
of righteouſneſs, and pours her fair evidence 
that that ſyſtem can only be true where this 
conſolatory doctrine is to be found. Speak to 
te the earth, and it ſhall reach thee,” is Job's ad- 
vice (g). And what is it's aꝝſtoer when we conſult 
it? Does it not teach us by nt, louder than 
words, that it is riſen from the gloomy darkneſs 
by the impoſed luſtre of this natural ſun, and by 
its riſing gives its ſeveral ſons with it a happy in- 
tereſt in the bright donation? And does it not 
ſhew us, if we would entertain a natural hope, 
that we ſhould expect purification in CHRIST, 
riſen in lite manner to make his children part- 
ners of IMpUTED GLoRyY? O thou great Re- 
deemer whoſe name is JEHOVAH, how clearly 
doſt thou give me to ſee what I with adoration 
of thy mighty wiſdom reflect upon, the amazing 
propriety with which thou repeatedly ſayſt, (H the 
&« heavens declare thy righteouſneſs and thy truth 
in the congregation of the ſaints,“ and with 
which thou compareſt thyſelf, (i) cloathing our 
eſpouſed nature with the garments of ſalvation, to 
this bridegroom ſun, adorning in this lively hour 
this bridal earth? For if I have ſeen thy moon 
made to light the chriſlian in his warfare, I per- 
ceive this thy ſun ſtationed alſo over us who have 

peace 

) Xii. 8. 


() Pſa. I. 6,—xcvii. 6. 
(i) Jai. Ixi. 10. and Pſa, xix. 
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peace with thee, as (4) onee it was. over Gibeon's 
mount at Jaſbua's prayer, when. it would have 
other wile ſet; and made to aſſiſt us againſt, the 
bold eppoſers of thy truth and to ſhine ruin to 
infidelity. Becauſe it is made, as that miracle 
of old was wrought, to ſhew thee the PROTECT - 
ING GLORY: who, when we in the courſe of 
things ſhould have 4% thee, ſtayed on our nature 
on the croſs, till the enmity was deſtroyed : and 
who, on the prayer of thy CHRIST, ſtill Kind- 

LIII. ly 


(F) J. x. 10. That this memorable miracle, wherein 
(not the ſum but) the ligt V flood ſtiil, ( Dun) was 
projected like an (V 1d) hand to hold, or as a (My Owned) 
pillar to ſtay the earth which bore the enemies, was calcula- 
ted, not only for the ſubordinate end of  ſhewing the deper- 
dency of this: /b&wy power, which they worſhipped, on IR Ro- 
va and his Jtsvs ; butalſo u/timately to give the people, in 
that and every ſucceeding age, a moſt fignficant exhibition 
of the great day of Ch 18T, is plain from the whole intention 
of SS, but more ſo from. the particular application of it to 
this purpoſe by the evangelical prophet Iſa;ab., For as inc. 
30.26, the Lox» thus deſcribes the extraordinary manifeſta- 
tion of the Grogy JErovaAn.. © The light of the moon 

© ſhall be as the light of the juz, and the light of the ſun 
4 ſhall be ſewer fold, as the light of ſeven days, in the day that 
the Log Dd +bindeth up the breach of his people, and bealeth 
ce the ſtroke of their wound. So inc. 28 21. after he had 
ſaid, ** behold I lay in Zron for a foundation a tried fene, 
% Kc. he adds, The Lox pd will riſe up (12 as tea 
« ſtation) a: in mount Pera im, he will be wroth as in gb 
% wvalley of Gibeon, that he may do his work; his frange 
«« work, and bring to paſs his act, his frenge act. Ac- 
cordingly St. Jer em, in F. 28. and lib. 1. contra Fou!num— 
Origen, Hom... 2. Rupert, Theodoret. queſt. 15. St. Augup. 
and Bp. Andrews, Oc. have treated Foſoua's: hiſtory as a 
type. And 1 ſhould have pointed out the correſpondency 
there is in every part of this expreſſive picture of - the- ragged 
condition of men; of the enmity there is againſt them under 
the law ; of the extraordinary manifeſtation of the divine light 


12 
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i y Hays and graciouſly miniſters, as our ſun and 
0 field for our defente ; till every high thought, 
i till all enemies that 4647" againſt the foul, like 
ls the captive principalities in the typical Jeſbua's 
day, are put under our feet, and till death itſelf 
meet death from thy omnipotence ſwallowing it 
1p in life. | | 

te Becauſe when creatures had no (/) real light, 
ce Taherent in them, thou didſt make the ſun, 

4 Impute a luſtre and allow them brigbt, 

© Andin this ſhew what CHRIST has done. 


in a nature bearing fin by which they are delivered ot the en- 
mity ſlain, and the powers and principalities ſhexved open 
on the tree, Sc. but that it would have ſwelled this CO 
too much. However I ſhall remark that there is an admir- 
able propriety in this miracle, For let the derf ſay what me- 
thod there was left to reclaim men from the worſhip of the 
creature light which they adored as the cauſe of every benefi- 
'cial revolution, than to arreſt it in its operations and ſo mani- 
feſt its dependency ® What to inſtrut the Gribeonites and give 
'them an 1dea of the great deliverance when they had forgot 
nature's idea of it, than in agreement with the natzralcourſe 
"of things where the light fays the earth and dire, it in its 
"courſe, to give them à repreſentation of it? Infidelity itſelf 
"muſt confeſs the wiſdom and expediency of the event as well as 
Gop's owe in recording it and applying it to give the /ie 
"idea to ſucceeding generations; and upon its own principle 
of 2 what nature gives an idea of it cannot queſtion 
the fa#. Ol may it be received with a heart full of faith: may 
we find the divine Gt ox at the interceſſion of Jr s vs Hay- 
P ing us to the binding up of our breach, giving us to ſubdue the 
y enemy's luſts that war againſt ibe ſou! by the power of his 
1 "croſs, and then ſetting us at liberty to run the wway bf bis com- 
mandments, and in his converting ſtrength to in ſb our courſe 
| © evith joy ; that at the laſt day, when he ſhall 'appear in the 
UW” tos v of the Father, we, though wounded by death, may 
\ "have the froke of our wound bound up, and under the banner 
| of J»x$vs obtain a part in that deliverance and triumph to 
.4 "life eternal. - u C. 
off ** (!) Herbert's poems. 
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And, O ye ,thoughtleſs tri 7 who wanton on 
the earth, ſhould what the incarnate Goh has 
made to, be a fle on which contemplation 
might fix its foot to riſe to heaven eyer impede theſ, 
ſweet aſcenſions of the ſoul ? Or ſhould what he 
has thus wiſely framed to fill it with what alone 
can fatisfy the yaſt comprehenſion of its Wi 
with Gop, be made by man's perverting lul 
.the means of emptying him of grace .and glory ? 
Should this which ſhines to ſhew you CHRIST, 
the divine protector, ſo ingroſs your notice, ye 
nations, as to ſbut out him who is the author 
and giver, becauſe the purchaſer of its beams 
and of every bleffing you enjoy z inſtead of guid- 
ing you under its fair repreſentatien to him, the 
other and inviſible ſun no mortal can approach? 
Or ye more culpable revolters from the chriſtian 
banner ſhould you be ſo earthed, though in 
name alive; ſo buried in ſome tomb of falſhood 
built by the hands of modern infidelity and im- 
piety, as not once to caſt an eye upon this 
bright fignal of his truth diſplayed in heaven, as 
not once, with all your boaſt of etherial pe- 
netration, to ſee this ſun made to act alſo this 
part of the character of CHRIST to the ſenſe in 
this great theatre of the world? No. This is 
to be guilty of an amazing perverſion of nature: 
this is indeed bringing the very (m)cur/e, which js 
declared to fall on the enemies of (50D, upon the 
LII12 ſoul, 
Pſal, iv. 32. 
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ſoul, and rendering what is given ſol its wialth 


an occaſion of falling O! that'whil through 
this IMyUTED RICH TEOUsNx ESS Tome grace 


is lull vouchſafed them, and 'whilft thro! this 


grace they can ſee their native impu rity as well 
as their agual guilt, they were alarmed to be- 


hold what alone can clear them from fins, which 


elſe all the waters in the ocean of the deep aby ſs 
with added nitre cantot waſh away; nor all the 


"ſnow that ever fell on earth's Whitened ſurface 
ſince its being cover ; nor all the faireſt habits 
of ſaints and angels collected into one conceal. 
Oo! that they would behold what only can re- 


move their guilt, which if found in them will 


ul them out bf heaven, where nothing that has 


one ſpot of uncleanneſs enters; remove it like 
nigbi's ſable mantle, as the Pſalmiſt with great 


natural propriety expreſſes it, (u) far as the eaſt 
is from the weſt from us : fo far, that ſooner might 


theſe two oppoſite points of the heavens be made 


to coincide, than the ſins of believers to center in 


their perſons, For if it is a bleſſing for him who 
has been fettered in a rayleſs dungeon, to be found 
to range at large in the inveſting glory of this 


world, how much greater is it to be found in 


Cuxisr, the true light, not having our own 


' Tighteousneſs, but the (o) righteouſneſs of GoD 


"by faith; imputed, not inwrought : a righteouſneſs 
which /o ſecures "Up, 01 that infinite juſtice itſelf 
ſee - 

(=) cill. 222 fo) Phil. ili. 9. 
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ſeeing us in 1t, in the great day of omnipotent 
diſquiſition,will not be able to find a flato in us: 
a righteouſneſs, for the ſake of which we ſtand 
adopted ſons in the preſence of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, experienced in its gradually perfecting 
conſequences ? And how extremely comfortable 
is it to be able to ſay with ſincerity, he has for- 
given (p) us all our iniquities and thus healed 
all our diſeaſes, has redeeme# our life from de- 
Aruction and thus crowned us with loving 
kindneſs and tender mercies, to reign in life by 
Jxsus, made perfect alſo by ſuffering ? For whillt 
I view the in/irumental ſun appearing fuſt in 
low degree on the bluſhing horizon, that it may 
crown us with its fair diadem of glory, ſee in a 
figure the far ſuperior robe of glory, which thou, 
adorable JEsUs, procured for me by being (how 
backward ſhould our mouth be to ſpeak it, did 
not thy wondrous condeſcenſion juſtify the lan- 
guage ?) degraded for us, degraded in our nature 
bearing in, tho', to demonſtrate our recovery, 
brought back again, as once the ſun, to point 
it out, was (2) retrograde on wicked Ahaz's 
dial 

(Þ) Pſal. eiii. 3. 

(9) Hai. xxxviii. 8 Hezckiah (TD TIN) fignifies © he that 
© is taken hold of by the effence” which is the character of 
Cnalsr. Heb. ii. 16, as the repreſentative of dur nature, 
which was to be recovered from the grave by the ſon's conde- 
Seenſion and re-exaltation, as it were by a Wearying of God, 
vii. 13. And the name Ahaz III fignifies the poſſeſſed one; 
& he that is poſſeſſed, as human nature, bearing the load of 


imputed lin, was by the divine light, who, though he humbled 


himſelf, many degrees indeed, yet reſumed his ſtation, as ou? 
GLOEY ; 


OR 
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dial for Hezeliab's recovery, O myſterious 
love! that he ſhould bear fins committed be- 
fore his manifeſtation, and thoſe which divine 
wiſdom foreſaw men would afterwards com- 
mit, whole clouds of congregated guilt, and 
fuffer under them and ri/e from them in his re- 
preſentative nature, like this world's brightning 
fan, a regenerator of all, in Gop's light, from 
guilt backer than the night (r). What tongue can 
ſpeak, what 7hought conceive, even were all the 
tongues and thoughts of men and angels joined 
together, the joy and happineſs of this revelation, 
which zncreaſe, whilſt all pour forth their fulleſt 
acknowledgments? Blelt with this ſweet alluring 
grace, bleſt with this comfortable manmfefta- 
tion in this wilderneſs, in this inexpreſſible hu- 
miliation of CRRIST for us, deep (s) as Achor's 
valley, we have a door of hope, and muſt fulſil the 
prophecy and ng, as in the day when {/raet 
came 


GLORY ; as the natural light did on the dial. So that this 
fact, confidered as a rope or mode of ſpiritual inſtruction was an 
expreflive fign of the condeſcenſion of the Gop-man, in ay 
poſſeſſed human nature bearing ſin, to a low degree for us, 
his reſarrection, as might be ſhewn at large had I room. 
Ard this miracle is adapted to exhibit to man with the utmoſt 
propriety, what nature was made to give an idea of; and 
What only by theſe means could be repreſented, when the for- 
2er notices of it were not attended to. Nor can the 8 
of it be objected to by the deiſt, if he will not object to the 
pare diſpenſation in nature, recovering the fallen world from 
rknefs, y 
4 r dees this myſtery is ſolved by conſidering that Cux 157 
did this, in order that every one might have a ſalvation res 
vealed ; and unbelievers be condemned for negleFing it. 
(% Iſai, IV 10.— /. lis 3.5, 
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came up out of the land of Egypt; having this 
Lok p of glory, this Excellency of our Gov 
redeeming us from a worſe bondage, for our huſ- 
band. Make Hezeliab's joy thine, when after 
he had been fic unto death and ſaid he ſhould 
ego unto the gates of the grave, (t) and mourn 
te as the dove, he had his life delivered “i to go 
&« ſoftly all his years, though not without ſome 
e bitterneſs of ſoul,” and when he fung “ /ongs 
© on ten-ſtringed inſtruments to the LORD.“ 
And the joy of the believer's ſoul is fat beyond it: 
far as deliverance from hell exceeds recovery from 
death: far as deliverance from mght's univerſal 
darkneſs exceeds deliverance from fome over- 
caſting of a cloud. Even here he rejoices with'joy 
wnſprakable, For what leſs has he that knows 
his ſins remitted ? And he knows they are, that 
believes CHR Is r took them"away : becauſe whit 
can believe this and yet think his fins remain on 
his back? Or what /e/s can he enjoy that knows 
the beloved JESUS engaged to perfer? him for 
glory? Indeed he has his zights of heavineſs, (ua) 
and When he thinks he is as a mountain ſtrong, 
fo that he may ſay he never ſnall be removed,” 
he meets with ſuch ſpiritual deſertions and hid- 
ings of God's face to humble him as trouble his 
ſoul, For the inward man has not always tlie 
'fame clear view of the “ Sun of righteouſheſs, 
"66 any more than my outward man has of this 
& world's 


() Lai. xxxviii. 10. () Pal, xxx. 7. 
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40 world's ſun,” For viſien unimpeded by thoſe 


clouds remaining corruption raiſes is reſeryed 
for the day of conſummation - when ſoul and body 
ſhall be glorious as that of the eternal light, in a 
heaven where there ſhall be no night.“ And 
then redeemed from the grave we ſhall take up 
Hezehiah's ſong in all the fulneſs of its holy 
meaning, with everlaſting joy upon our heads,” 
and know how much «+ the eternal weight of 
glory” exceeds the ſufferings we have gone thro' : 
a glory Gop here-crowns our bodies with this 
faint picture of in nature, atteſting the truth of the 
ſcripture which promiſes it. For how can we 
doubt its divine authority when it repreſents to 
man that fall from glory, and that method of 
redemption from it which runs parallel to the 
diſpenſation of Gop in nature? Becauſe I find 
nature to be but another powerfully pleading 
apo/ile to the Gentiles, declaring GoD's RiGn- 
TEOUSNESS pon all that belicve. So that till men 
can diſprove this its eminent agreement with the 


courſe of Gop's proceedings for the reſtitution 


of our outward man to glory in this viſible world, 
in vain will they urge any objection againſt its 


' prepriety and conſiſtency with the attributes of 


Gop. Their objections muſt carry in them as 
much contradiction to their own tenets, as they do 
of blaſphemy againſt CHRISrH. For they allow 
the one to be his work, and that it is worthy of 
all his attributes, and therefore this imilar one 

of 
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of chriſtianity muſt be ſo; and an impeachment 
of that, a bold impeachment of this. With fo 
much fitneſs may we ſay with David after this 
view of this informing ſcene in nature (x). All 
« his works are done in truth.“ 

But I obſerve my eye cannot enjoy a viſion of 
the natural ſun in its full refulgence without be- 
ing ſo affected as to ſhed involuntary tears. This 
is the tribute they pay for their entrance upon a 
more ſplendid view of that bright agent which 
under Gop the world derives ſo many bleſſings 
from. And trifling as this obſervation may ſeem 
to thoſe who never learned to ſeek divinity de- 
livered in bright illuſtrations in the volume of 
nature, does not this particular bear its teſti- 
mony that there is no entrance for human eyes 
upon the fuller viſion of the true light, under 
whoſe kind manifeſtation we have acceptance 
with our Gop, than by their paying a /i4e tri- 
bute upon his appearance? And do not we ſee 
from hence with what correſpondence with na- 
ture's idea of things our bleſſed Lok p its mighty 
former ſays; then ſhall (y) appear the ſign of the 
Son of man in heaven, and then (ſo affecting 
„ ſhall be the view of him whom they pierced 
<< to the hardeſt hearts) ſhall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee the Sen of 
man coming in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and GREAT GLoRyY. Behold (z) he 

M m m m © com- 
4) Pſa, xxxiii.g. (y) Mat. xxiv. 30, (x) Rev. i. 7, 
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«cometh with clouds; and every EYE ſhall 
e ſee, and they alſo which pierced; him; and all 
e kindreds of the earth ſhall W a1L becauſe of 
& him?“ I (eeitand adore that wi/dom which has 
made his creature ſpeak the debt our eyes muſt 
pay for the bleſſed fight of him, and ſay, on this 
evidence of-its truth, „even ſo, Amen,” Well 
might Clemens (ay, mundi creatio eft ſcriptura dei, 
< the whole creation is God's ſcripture.” And 
indeed what eye of faith can-ſee; this great 0. 
deemer deſcending under countleſs indignities to 
the ſhame of the croſs, a death appropriate then 
to ſlaves, and perceive its fin (O]! how abomina- 
ble muſt it be judged, when we ſee it draw down 
fuch condemnation) and not wail indeed the ſad 
fufferings it brought on this divine SON ; not wasd 
its baſe inſenſibility of this matchleſs love; not 
mourn when convinced of the deſerved 4 of his 
favour by ſin: a loſs far exceeding the deprivation 
of the greateſt temporal good, ot wealth or ho- 
nour or the neareſt and deareſt relation, and 
not thus mourning go to CHRIST? For how- 
ever man may deem this an injury to his pleaſures, 
would he think mirth and jollity becoming him 
under the loſs of a friend or father ; from whom 
alone he had the means of life? If not, how 
much greater is the 2mpropriety of wantoning in 
riot under the Joſs of CyR1sT?.O! may he, who 
has promiſed to (92 make | in believers new and. 


con- 
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contrite hearts, pout upon us the ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication'; may we mourn, without the 
deſperation that faſtens fin upon the ſoul, for him 
whom we have plerced, and in our inecreaſed con- 
trition have this natural and ſcriptural evidence 
of our enjoying a fuller manifeſtation of his glo- 
ry on our too frozen hearts. So that when the 
laſt trump ſhall-found and wake us from the 
dead, we may not be in the number of thoſe 
who, though /ffout-hearted before, wail then to 
have their fr f-felt : mourning” perfected into a 
ſpiritual anguiſh under an (b) eternal baniſhment 
from this glorious view, ſeen but on recollection 
to encreaſe their pain; but of -+hv/e happy ſaints 
that ſhall have their (e) ſorrow and fighing done 
away and exchanged for a joy'and\gladneſs, (how 
does this enhance its value beyond expreſſion) 
for ever. For ſhall the ſun of this world, per fect- 
ed into its brightneſs by ſuffering the ſolar fire, 
have this effect on our bodily eye by the ſtrength 
of its beaming,” and the true Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs with all the more abundantly A ching ma- 
nifeſtations of his Ariting love not influence the 
eye of the underſtanding and the ſenſe of the heart? 
There needs then no further proof of their impe- 
netrable callouſneſs. Scripture and nature, ſcrip- 

ture's expeſitor, declare them thus diſeaſed. 
Some indeed may think there is room for an 
objection againſt God's judgment being brovght 
M m m m 2 to 
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to light, morning by morning, (d) in the repreſen- 
tive diſpenſations of Gop in the natural world; 
becauſe CHRI8T, „ the light of the world,” is 
ſaid to have died for all and to enlighten all, 
whereas in nature's ſyſtem, the ſun- viſits only 
half of the world, leaving the other half in dark- 
neſs. And it has the appearance of an objection. 
But it is grounded on a very partial view of the 
picture drawn in nature, by divine wiſdom. 
For it is the daily courſe of things which is the 
figurative rehearſal of chriſtianity. Had the ſun 
been diſplayed at once on all the inhabitants of the 
earth, they had never known what it was to 
fall into darkneſs from the glory of the world; 
nor what it was to have the ſun ri/e upon them 
in the darkneſs; nor what a redemption from 
ſuch darkneſs was. But now that it riſes firſt on 
one half of the globe and then on the other half, 
they experience all theſe diſpenſations, rehear- 
ſing the fall of our nature in one earthy body ; 
the riſing of the ſun of righteouſneſs, and the 
redemption by the imputed luſtre of his courſe. 
For there is no man that the ſun riſes not upon, 


though in order to the rehearſal of chriſtianity 


when it is riſen on /me it is ſet from others, 
For this very particular on which the objection 
zgainſt the natural diſpenſations of Gop being 


pic- 


% Thus does the prophet beautifully ſignify the manife- 
ation of ⁊c iſdem to the mind, and grace to the heart. Zb. 
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pictures of the chriſtian œcοDõ%j]p; to the ſenſe 
ſtands, proves them moſt remarkably ſo. For we 
have in this part of nature a very alarming and 
awful ſcene. Was the courſe of the earthy na- 
ture to be now /opped and men to be tried as 
they were found clothed or not clothed with the 
ſun's fair raiment, there would be many found 


without it, under a heavy cheerleſs g/oom, fallen 
from glory. Becauſe that there is a darkneſs in 


this ſyſtem under which tranſgreſſors from the 
light are ſituate, nature loudly ſpeaks. If we 
would then conceive a ſyſtem correſpondent 
with nature's ideas of things, we muſt plainly 
conceive of it as one where there is a /ike gloo- 
my ſtate appropriate to revolters from the di- 
vine light, and where ſome will be found under 
all their c/oud of guilt involving their ſouls, 
to be chained in the blackneſs of darkneſs for 
ever, Unbelievers may wantonly hope in the 
goodneſs of Gop towards them; behave as they 
may. But let them ſee goodneſs itſelf has in na- 
ture provided a joyleſs g/oom for them that fall 
from the ſun, They cannot leave the light 
without bringing this upon them; and any idea 
of God's ſpiritual diſpenſations, where a fi- 
milar proviſion for ſimilar tranſgreſſors is ex- 
cluded, is not a natural one, And what na- 
ture ſpeaks to be a naturally repreſented ſyſtem 


of religion, that we find chriſtianity to be. For 
what (ce we init? An outer darkneſs declared to 


be 
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de the portion of tranſgreſſors from CHR Is r, the 
divine light, and of them that would not come 
to him, nor have the ſun of righteouſneſs reign 
over them (e). And we perceive alſo, when 
1 this ſyſtem of probation, this Da of grace ex- 
1 pires, and men ſhall be accepted as they have or 
| have not received the true light in its fr? mani- 
it feſtations of love, making chem © let their It 
j « ſhine before men,” ſo that men may have ſeen 
FRI their good works and glorifiedtheir ©* father which 
[138 « js in heaven :”, (for ſuch receivers nature ſays, 
| « the ſun of righteouſneſs will only riſe on in his 
h - fullneſs”) that then ſome will be found under all 
i the black collection of their embodied guilt, and 
be doomed to eternal darkneſs, where there is (as 
there well may be) (f) weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth. O] howſhould this awaken every man, 
5 whilſt yet it is called to day, the day of the ma- 
| nifeſtation of CHRIST's (g) righteouſneſs for 

1 juſtification, to lay hold on this wedding garment 
7 and this mantling robe of the true Elijah () who 
aſcended in glory, that we may be filled with his 
divine ſpirit, and may, when we make trial of 
| its efficacy, find the waves of ungodlineſs, and 

| the waters of affliction retire before it. 
#4 Nor 


| (e) Late xix. 14. ( Met. xxv. 30, (g] Rom, iii. 21. 
5 (b) 2 Kings ii. 14. he fignifies Go, rhe Hence, and 
under this name he was a remarkable figure 'of the prophetic 
" GopMAN, CHRIST, according to Mat. xvii. 10, 11. And 
. to the Spirit s coming forth on his aſcent as a figure, allude 
Jobr vii. 39. and Act ii, So Chryſeft, Hom. in A. i. &c, 
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Nor is this diſpenſation of clearance to the 
eutward man from the gloom. of night by the 
imputed luſtre of the ſuffering light, ariſing from 
low degree to meridian glory, the only one. in nas 
ture's. ſcenes which runs parallel with our re: 
demption by CH 8157's righteouſneſs, For if l 
ſeg in yonder bumble vale where the flocks lye 
down ia ſafety. under the eye of their Aepberd, 
a repreſentation of that /owly ſtate, in Which the 
Heep of CHRIST's paſture are ſafely (i) repoſed 
under his watchful eye. I ſee the peaceful lamb led 
up, vonder mountains {ide from browling on its 
herbage to the /laughter-houſe, where it is to 
meet unmerited death at the feet of ſome tearleſs 
butcher, and to be tripped of its fair fleece/(tho? 
it never offended man) to feed and claath, per- 
haps. ſome ungrateful inſdel, nay the very per ; 
ſon that flays him. Fox whatever of cruelty there 
may ſeem in the fact, ſuch as the Samian. ſage 
once adventured to urge and condemn, igngrant 
of the ways of heaven, the infinitely . wiſe and 
incarnate GoD has made this to be a meant of 
ſupporting our life. Ask we why ® Surely to 
teach us chriſtianity, to declare his truth in the 
congregation, For what would nature lead us 
to? Would ſhe not ſay, thou ſeeſt, O man, in 
the ſurrender this guiltleſs animal makes of irfelf 
without a Heat to unmerited death, the picture 
or image of what thy fog! muſt be ſupported by 
and 


(i) Iſciah Ixy, 10. 
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and cloathed with? For if thou wouldſt con- 
ceive of the proviſion made for thy ſpiritual ſup- 
port after natare's ideas, thou muſt have recourſe 
to a ſpiritual lamb," harmleſs and undefiled, ſuf- 
fering a death unmerited from its murderers to 
ſupport them in ſpiritual life, and to cloath their 
foul's nakedneſs from the more terrible form: 
of God's judgments. This is nature's doctrine, 
And'behold in the chri/tian ſyſtem what this ſy- 
ſtem of nature is made to ſhew ; hearken, whilſt 
St. John ſpeaks as he points to CHRIST, (H) be- 
bold the Lams of GOD which taketh away the 
fins of the world. Hear CarisT ſay, (1) “ be 
« that eateth me even he ſhall live by me—buy of 
«(m) me, (coſt thee what ſelf-denial it may) 
* white raiment that thou mayeſt be cloathed.” 
For this is the fleece of CHRIS, the true Gideon, 
ſet before us, as emptied for us, in order to our 
having the dew of grace upon us, that we may, 
like him, overcome. And whilſt ſcripture affirms, 
all nature inforces the neceſſity of this ſub/titu- 
tion of the (n) great /in-offering for us. For I 
find 
6% Fobri. 29. (1) v. 57. (m) Rev, iii, 8. 

(n) Fudg, vi. 38 and 40. 
( Nor is the natural! fitneſs in the choice of the animal for 
a type of the ſin- offering in the great day of atonement leſs 
worthy obſervation than the propriety of this offering for our 
falvation. For it was a creature, which from its impetuous 
puſh with its Hornt, has the name of the ligbt in the Hebrew 
language, Pſal. Ixxxix. 18, Cc. and is called the frong or 
impetuous one, a goat. (y Oz,) So that ſacrificing the gear 


gave the people a ſenſible idea of the ſacrifice of the true ligbt, 
nas r, to help their faith, as A5ram's being ordered to take 
a 
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find there is not one creature in the vege- 
table or animal world, that is not ſupported 
by the ſurrender of the life of another. "The 
very rivers owe their being to the fountain's' 
pouring out the ſtreams for them. But each of 
theſe requires a particular meditation, and may 

Nnaon | at 


a ram of a trinity of years, Md ſhewed him the the ob- 
lation was one of the Trinity, Cen. xv. g. Whence it is with 
great ftneſs that the curtains of the tabernacle, where the art of 
/ircngth was put, and the covering were made of goats or ram : 
Ain, dyed red, Ec. as this was ſignifying to them the covering 
of the * true tabernacle of Cxr1sT's body to be the real 
« frength and glory JExovAn in dyed garments for us. Pſ. 
xxix. 1, Nor did it only repreſent Cxx18T as «ne of the 
Trinity, the true ſtrengtb and G Loa v incarnate, but particu- 
larly as bearing the body of che fins of the fleſh, likened to goa: 
in Mat. xxv. 32, For I need not ſay how ful a creature it 
is, and what frog appetites prevail in it under the influence 
of the powers of this world, This: it was known for to a 
proverb, And of courſe, laying this, was ſlaying CyunisT, 
in a figure, as made fin for us, owning the wages of fin 
and pleading fin condemned in his fleſh. - In this day of atone- 
meat indeed, it hore alſo the name of VPWw Srorn, fee pag. 
do. the hairy or flocky one, the name the place of judgment 
where the proſecuting parties florked, thick ſet as bair, was 
called by denoting it /ucb in a figure, as CnrisT was in 
reality for our offences, more in number than (YWY7 Son, 
the bairs of bis head, where the fins like the WP bairs or 
bearded barley in the ear were ſmitten, Exod. ix. 31. and 
where the gates of death, Vyꝰ were broken down in order 
to our having" the robe of a crucified Ixs us, and ſo purified 
as it's emblem in Namb. xxxi. 20. put upon us. So that 
nothing could more afitly ſignify the glarious nature of Canrs 7 
the /ight ; — the, body of fin in ſubjection to the glory of thi 
world which he Joer upon him,—its juſt wages—and wha 
he was in the the great day of his being a propitiation under 
theſe judgments before he became our covering, than the ſa, 
critice of a geat Ot rdim, - Whilſt we adore the mvrſdom that 
made it ſo, let us look to the — ESUS it typified, ſo 
timt by the faith of his bearing our fins away and of the 
— of his death, all geat- lite ſinful luſts may be flarg in 
that being dead unto fin, we may be ate unto Gon, 
through Iss CxnisT cur Lond, «» ns Me 
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at another time employ the hours that Gon 


ſhall give, and lead my ſoul to conyerſe with its 
Saviour in nature, in this outer court of heaven 
aſſigned to the gentile world, However, from 
this curſory view of them ſeeſt thou not, my 
ſoul, almighty love throwing as it were his ner 
(>) of truth over every revolting heart to take 
it as it wanders, and laying the (g) meat of hea- 
venly wiſdom unto it, that it may feed and 
live? 

But there is anotber thing calls our notice. The 
benefits derived from the world's being cloathed 
with light, though common, are too obſervable 
to be paſſed by without a due regard. For is it 
not by the powerful working of its rays, propelled 
in fair effulgence from the faor, (r) that this ly- 
ſtem rolls intire from the circumference or cir- 
cuit round which walks heaven's King, to the 
center? Is it not from this the indebted fars de- 
rive the ſparkling radiance that from ſome viſits 
the eye without teleſeopic aid, from others is 
ſeatce ſeen with it, but from all emitted to at- 
temper and attenuate the air with its flux which 
muſt be conſiderable near their ſurface ? Is it 
not from-hence thoſe ſleadier ſtreams that low 
from the planets; lighted up in the night, not 
only for the purpoſes already obſerved, but re- 
Wye to curve their ſeveral courſes, as they 


_ by 


„ Viie a. (g) i. 44 () Gencratip alia 
gol force, k 8 ; 


16433 

by varying the rarefactien vary the centripetal 
impulſe, called draught or attraction of the ain, 
and ſo to adjuſt their motions,” and jointly with 
the ſtellar ſtreams diſperſe the nightly 4ampsand 
make the airy medium fit for reſpiration ? Yes. 
Without this there would be no motion, and the 
air would fagnate round us. For it is a pbilgſo- 
phic truth that it is from the'rarefaion of this 
celeſtial medium and by the thinning beat of the 
ſolar rays that the denſer air has its mot iam; form- 
ing the wind, that quickning ſpirit which our aut 
ward man, and yonder flocks and herds feeding 
under the ſhepherd's eye, and theſe feathered 
tribes inhale: the cooling breezes which ru/tlz 
thro' the foliage of the wood and h on the 
flowering herbage. So that without the ſunny 
veſture I perceive the myriads of beings that nbw 
live in it, would loſe the ſuſtaining fprrit of this 
lower world: as this owes its motion to its beam» 
ings. Nor is the vegetable world leſs under its 
dominions. From whence ariſe the harmonious 
ſeaſons, that in fair order viſit the latent feed: the 
nitrous nurſing of the winter's ſnow, the vaſt 
expanſion of its north wind that keeps the atlan- 
tic treaſures of the rain away which elſe would 
Arown the husbandman's hopes? Whence the 
ſpring's genial Powers and foſtering dews ; ſum- 
mer's clearer heat fitting on the lucid mo:/tureg 
and milder autumn's more attempered beams to 
pet ſect the bladed fields for harve/t: all calling 
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forth in the courſe of their animating proceſſion 
their teſpective attendants, or herbs or flowers or 
fruits for man? Without theſe beamings of the 
day, the ſeaſons are no more: no more the ex- 
halations of the morn and timely rain. The 
promiſing blade would not ripen-into ear; the 
vine would fail; the flowery mead and parterres 
loſe all the variety of their colours; the beats have 
no herbage ; the outward man no food; and all 
the animal creationdie, Nor are its benefits con- 
fined to the earth's ſurſace; we find its rays dart 
deep to the ſubterranevus cavern, ſhine in the ore 
and beautify the chriſtian. The ſardius (or ruby) 
topaz and - carbunkle, the emerald, ſapphir and 
diamond; ligure, agate and amethy/t, the beryl, 
onyx and jaſper, which once adorned the breaſt 
of Hrael's high prieſt, as ambitious to ſhew, tho” 
in amazingly unequal colour, the CHRISH he 
miniſtered in the name of, derived their various 
hues from its beams. The ſhining ſtream too 
faſt: bound by winter's froſt owes to them its 
liberty to g/ide through the mead. Tis hence 
yonder di/lant edifice receives the beauty of its 
appearance, as well as the exquiſitely painted 
apartments thoſe colourings with which they 
ſtrike the eye. The hortid precipice wears a fer 
aſpect under their ſhine, and even rude rains 
glitter. In ſhort, is there a bounty in the natu- 
ral world which it is not made in/trumente/ to 
give us? What abſurdity ſhould ] be guilty of 
then 
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then were I to ſay we ſhould not be fo ſollicitous 
that this ſplendid Jun ſhould i on our fields; 
that holding the neceſſity of clothing them with 
its beams, and the expediency of a dependence 
upon it in order to the quickning of the ſeed in 
the earth is very prejudicial to agriculture and 
deſtructive of all kinds of vegetable and animal 
life? Would not an affertion of this kind be 
grounded upon an entire contradidion to the evi- 
dence of my ſenſes, which ſhew me that frame of 
being alone which has the ſun of this world has 
life? Doubtleſs it would. And yet extravagant 
and unnatural as ſuch an aſſertion would be, have 
I not heard one made that is big with as ſimilar 
abſurdities? Has it not been affirmed concerning 
CnrrsT, the /izht, that to be concerned about 
the imputation of his fairer robe of obedience, and 
to contend for a neceſſity of our being 1nye/ted 
with it, and for a reliance upon it as indiſpenſably 
requiſite for the quickning of the ſoul is full of 
dangerous conſequences to piety and virtue, and 
very deſtructive of a religious lite and converſa- 
tion? Yes, men, who have been thought poſ- 
ſeſſed of a very enlightned underſtanding and an 
uncommon redtitude of judgment; men, who 
would eſteem it injurious to ſuſpe& them to be 
leſs than zealous advocates for our having a rich 
harveſt of the fruits of goodneſs in us, have actual- 
ly made this aſſertion in order to decry the inte- 
reſting doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs. But as 

they 
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they are ſuch warmeſpouſers and ſuch frong re- 
commenders of a religion of nature, ſhould not 
nature be the arbitrator between us in this im- 
portant controverſy? If then we are to obey 
nature's dictates, we find her repreſent to us by 
the benefits of this ſun's light ſhed in the kindled 
ether, that to enjoy the illuſtrious robe of the 
Sun of righteouſneſs muſt be productive of like 
happy conſequences upon our ſouls in the ſpiri- 
tual world. She would ſignify that as this 
viſible ſyſtem, together with its ſeyeral move- 
ments, is preſerved entire by the radiance of the 
ſun, ſo the ſpiritual æconomy of Gop towards 
us derives all its harmony and con/i/tency from 
this provided inveſtiture of glory : and that to this 
the prophetic and apoſtolic lights all owed the 
ſplendid gifts which have ſupported them in their 
courſes for man's emolument. Our having 
from the qualifying beams of the ſun, the influx 
of the material /p:rit would teach us, that it is 
from our having the glorious imputation of the 
Iuftre of the courſe of the divine L1G nm, that we 
can alone have the influence of the holy and 
divine SPIRIT upon our thus purified ſouls. 
The riſe of the ſeaſons too under this world's 
light, with equal preciſion points out to us, 
that it is by the ſpiritual and eternal Sun alone 
we can have more important ſea/9ns of grace 
in fair proceſſion on our hearts; the gentle 
fhawers of ſanctiſied afflition ; relieving dews 

of 
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of mercy; thoſe ſummer- lite manifeſtations of 
grace after the rain of humiliation to make us, 
like the blades, ſpring up towards heaven, and 
the milder beamings of his love to form us and 
perfect us for his general harveſt of ſouls: all 
conſpiring to bring forth in us flowering graces 
and ſpiritual fruits. For nature would tell us it is 
but agreeable to her fair ideas to conceive that 
without the mantle of the true light upon us, theſe 
ſeaſons of grace would be no more, no more the 
timely dews of divine bleſhng. The promiſing 
ſhoots of virtue would not ripen into uſefulneſs ; 
the fair plants of the ſpiritual vineyard fail the 
oarden-like foul loſe all the beautiful variety of 
its borrowed graces: the heavy- laden ſpirits would 
have nothing to ſuſtain them in the field of this 
world, the inward man have no renewing food 
day by day, and all the /p:ritzal creation die. 
Nor leſs would this creature, which asks but z 
tongue of men to ſpeak its repreſentations, pro- 
claim the power of this imputed purity to ſind its 
way like the ſun-beam to the hearts of men, 
in the loweſt place, in ſpiritual d@rineſs, and 
in the depth of diſtreſs, though immerged under 
an intombing world: and that it is from its illu- 
firious efficacy they derive thoſe illuminating 
graces which they even here imbibe, as precious 
ſtones do the light in the deep earth, and where- 
in they ſhine, like jewels. It would point out 
that it is to this the ſouls, once faſtgr bound than 
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convealed waters are in the winter, owe thoſe 


flreams of love which they pour forth: this it 


would tell us the ruined man derives a fairer a/- 
pect ſrom: in ſhort, that to this man is and muſt 
be indebted for every manifeſtation of divine i- 
berality which he has or hopes to have in time 
and eternity. This is nature's voice, loudly re- 
ſuting the abſurd objections of unbelieving men, 
who have affir med in ſtrange contradiction to na- 
ture's ſenſe, to the ſpiritual ſenſe and ſeeling of 
every advanced chriſtian, that dependence upon 
the imputed purity of that ineffable Lok p of 
GLoRyY,. whom ſhe holds forth in a figure to the 
mind | is prejudicial to the intereſts of true piety 
and vertue. For nature, like John, full of love 
to man copies his inſpired doctrine in her vo- 
lume, and publiſhes to us this ſacred text (O 
that it might have its due influence with care- 
leſs profeſſors) with her bright comment upon it; 
10 He that hath (5) the SON hath /fe.” So that 
I find ſuch perſons to be rebels againft that very 
nature they pretend to follow, as well as againſt 
ſeripture, which in fair correſpondence with na- 
ture's ideas atteſts thuſe very benefits to flow 
from baving CHRIST the /ight for our righte- 
ouſneſs.. For doth it not declare this the /pring 
of all the complacent movements of Gon to- 
wards. us, ſaying (t) expreſsly, * The Lord 
6 1s WELL PLEASED for his RIGHT EOUs- 
„ NESS 


„ 


(s) 1 Jobs v. 71. (t) Lai. xlii. 21. 
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„ESA SAKE,” and that he works for his 
NAME“ (z) ſake, —that all the treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge and life (x) are hid in him: 
that it was through the SPIRIT of CHRIST (y) 
the prophets did miniſter and teſtify of the glory 
that ſhould follow unto us; and that to him, our 
righteouſneſs, men owe this preſent life, (z) as 
well as that which is to come, and ſinners are 
indebted for all (a) that /ong-/ſuffering mercy 
they ungratefully offend in the face of. Read 
we not that it is (5) thro” the righteouſneſs of 
« Gop and our Saviour JEsUs CHRIST“ that 
we obtain like precious faith with the apoſtles ? 
Yes. To him the chriſlian fyſtem makes us 
debtors for (c) * the light of the knowledge of 
« the glory of Gor” to work this faith in us, 
and for every of its effects. For in him they who 
have this faith are ſaid to be (d) {created or - 
Cerec) formed unto good works : they are his ver- 
tues (e) they ſhew forth, who are called to glory and 
vertue lt is by his might they are ſtrengthened 
according to his glorious power, and by him they 
are filled with the Fruits of righteouſneſs, not to 
their praiſe, but to the praiſe and glory of Gon. 

Oooo And 


(2) Exel. xx. 9 —Pſal. Ixxix. . 195 Lemon, 

(x) Coloſ. ii. 3. (y) 21 Pet. i. 10, Sc. (z) 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

(a) As St. Paul was 1 Tim. i. 13. compared with Galat. 
i. 15. 

%) 2 Pet. i. 1. Where we ſee it is through his righteouſneſs 
we have grace to ſubmit to it: in Biſhop Andrew's words, 
« that it is byCun1sT we ſeck CRAIS T.“ N 

(e) 2 Cor. iv. 6.—Epb. i. 17. (d) Epb. ii. 10. 

(e) 1 Pit. ll, 9. 
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And (/) this under viſitations, like heavy - wea- 
ther, not joyous for the preſent, but aſter wards 
« yielding the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs 
& to (g) them that are exerciſed thereby” work- 
ing patience, (h) and patience experience of the 
be of Gop towards us, and experience of this 
hope : evidenced by this love of Gop thus expe- 
rimentally “ ſhed abroad in our hearts towards 
«© Gor,” On which account it is propheſied, 
< he ſhall come down upon us, (i) like howers 
ic of rain upon mown graſs, that deject but to lit 
4 h There ſhall be Powers of bleſſing, the 
ce tree of the field ſhall yield her Fruit, (4) and 
& the earth ſhall yield her zncreaſe.” For if we 
find the promiſe run thus naturally worded to 
Jesus CnrisT, the true Jrael, „I will be 
& (J) as the dew unto Iſrael, he ſhall grow as 
te the lilly and caſt forth his fruits as Lebanon, his 
& branches ſhall ſpread and his beauty ſhall be 
& as the olive tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon; 
I find this alſo the promiſe to them that dwell 
under his SHADOW, „they ſhall (m) revive as 
*« the corn and grow as the vine, the ſcent 
ce thereof ſhall be as the vine of Lebanon. Or 
is there a proceſſion of ſeaſons under this world's 
ſun ? The ſcripture tells us we have ſeaſons of 
grace in CHRIST, (n) for in him we are ſaid 
to have increaſe given, and . without him“ to be 
capa- 

01 Pſal. xxxix. 11.—Philip. i. 11. (g) Heb, xii, 17, 


Rom, v. 4. (i) Pſa, Ixxii. 6. (A) ER. xxxiv. 26. 
(/) Hof. xiv. 5. (m) vii, (n) Mat, xxi. 37. 
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capable of nothing. (e) And the chriſtian, when 
built up © a lively ſtone,” is here declared to 
(p) owe his graces to the ſame righteouſneſs that 
clears the ruined ungodly; (g) as the ſtatelieſt edi- 
fice owes its ſplendor to the ſame beams of light 
that glitter on the formleſs ruins. It was this 
too brought David out of trouble; (7) by this 
glory manifeſt (s) the ſoul is healed, and a Laza- 
rus raiſed from entombing guilt and built up in him, 
the light (and where elſe ſhould any buildings 
be conſtrued ?) „ an habitation for Gop 
e thro' the SPIRIT.” For let us hear the decla- 
ration of Gop ; the (f) SP1R1T is LIE, be- 
cauſe of RIGHT EOUsN ESS. For the whole 
goſpel atteſts, that CHRISH, the light, appear- 
ed that we might have lie: (4) that he died or 
ſet and roſe again ** that we ſhould live together 
with him,“ (x) or that he ſhould, as St. Paul 
ſays he did in him, live in us; and that the life 
of Jes Us might be made maniſeſt in our mortal 
fleſh : laſtly, and that for this end the promiſe 
made to the believer of thy gift of righteouſneſs, 
is the HoLy SPIR1T to mortify the deeds of the 
fleſh, (y) and work this liſe in us, as a ſeal of 
our adoption. don 

Thus plainly do I ſee how much they baſely 
traduce the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs, 


OOO 2 who 
(o) Fobn xv. 5. (p) Col. ii, 2.—1 Pet, i. 3. 
(9) Rom, iv. fl. 8 Pſa. xviii. (s) Fobn ii. 11. 
(t) Rom, viii. 10. (v) Jeba *X, 31. (x) 1 Thef. v. 10.— 


Cal. ü. 20.—2 Cor. iv. 10. (y) Gal. iu. 14.— pb. i. 13. 
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who repreſent it as deſtructiue of every holy obli- 
gation, when nature ſignifies that it muſt be, and 
when ſcripture declares it is, and when chriſtians 
in every age have expereenced it to be a fountain of 
new life (z) carried on in grace, to be perſected 
in glory. And how ſhould they bluſh in the ſace 
of this evidence of the end of their clearance in 
Car1sT, who by their wickedly turning the 
« grace of Go p into laciviouſneſs, have given 
occaſion for men thus to blaſpheme? O may 
every one that bears the chriſtian name as being 
adopted by baptiſm into CHRIST, put theſe que- 
ſtions home to himſelf ! “Have I believed my 
clearance from fin, for the end the goſpel de- 
cc clares it? Have I prayed and looked for the 
&« life promiſed to him that believeth ? Have I 
« accordingly ſought the promiſe of the ſpirit 
ee through. faith that I might have this renewed 
«life? Has the HoLy GHos r accordingly reſt- 
« edon me to make me a willing Mering to Gop 
«by CHRIS JEsUs? Have I been ſandifed 
« by him, and purified thro hope, ſo as to leave 
ts the things of the fleſb, and to mind the things 
« of the ſpirit.” In ſhort, have I this evidenee 
&« of my being joined to the Lo Ro, and being (O 

ws Las my- 
ae of fe inthe Pj envi. and Zr. g.. 0. 

(a) For this laver of regeneration ſtands fir in the courts 
of the church, as it did in that of the tabernacle, Exod. xxx. 


20, 29. to make him who toucheth it bo/y, and muſt be uſed 
before the party can draw nigh to minifter unto God, 


W ——F — . = FY IE 
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myſterious connection) ** one (6) ſpirit with him 
te that Iſhew forth a ſpirit of truth, and meek- 
« neſs, and love, as a powerful te/t1mony of my 
ce being born of Gop to ethers, and a loud 
« witneſs of it to myſelf ?”* For this is the por- 
tion of the chriſlian, GoD inſure it to thee, my 
ſoul, more and more, that thou mayeſt not only 
with thy lip, but in thy fe demonſtrate to 
others, that he who believes his adoption, thro” 
the »righteouſneſs of CHRIS TH, fſacramentally 
ſealed to him, is partaker of the HoLy SPIRIT, 
to work in him a newne/s of life, and to give 
him an earneſt of that perſonal regeneration 
which ſhall be perſected in glory. (c) I'fay ear- 
net. For I find life in the vegetable world 
' gradually compleated. The blade that now pro- 
miſes fair to the hu5bandman was once a ſeed, 
there it lay in embryo in the ground unſeen, and 
after many winter's ſtorms and ſoaking rains 
has arrived to this growth: tho” even yet it is 
far from perfection. For with much trembling 
under. its fruit it muſt ſtill be in the feld, and 
when it is ripe muſt be cut down before it can be 
gathered and applied to its maſter's uſe. And I 
find ſcripture till applying nature compares 
the growth of chriſtianity to this. For this alſo 
is repreſented to be like a ſeed, (4) at firſt con- 

cealed, 


(5) x Cor. vi. 7. One as the vine and its branches —oze as 
the members and the head are. 

(e) St, Matt. xix. 28. compared with Rom, vili. 23. 

(4) xiii. 9, 24. 


— 8 

etaled, (e) and in appearance inconfiderable, 
and yet an heir of glory in the word of faith: by 
degrees like a ſeed to open, like it to put forth 
amidſt a heavy-preſſing world, and to ſpring up 
gradually to heaven with many forms of temp- 
tation that affect it in proportion as it grows, 
ſtruck with much coldneſs and many blaſts from 
the ſhy world, ſo as to work out its (/) ſalvation 
with fear and trembling ; and when its fruit puts 
forth, is to meet many things to keep it humble 
amidſt its growth, and when ripe and perſedt to 
be cut down and ſown in the grave before it can 
be quickned by the SPIRIT, and grow up into 
<« the heavenly country.” But it is the promiſe of 

the goſpel, © that though he were dead yet ſhall 
c he live (g).“ | 
Indeed men may object that here I take the 
propriety of our belief in the HoLy GRHos r for 
granted; but that I do net is clear from what 
I have obſerved of the wind or ſpirit of this 
world. For we perceive there is ſuch an agent 
in this fyſtem, as well as a miſſionary light, 
emitted from the fire: if the one robes, the other 
animates the creatures, For nature evinces the 
truth of this ſcripture. 4+ Thou () takeſt away 
«« their 


(e) As Joſeph, the type of Can1sT, was from his brethren, 
and as Cxx1sT was from the diſciples going to Emmaus, 
(f) Phil. i. a2. And hence, as on other accounts, chriftians 
are compared to reeds and trees which grew not without theſe 
tremulous motions, | 


e) Fobn xi, 25. (6) Pſa, civ, 29. 
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« their breath, they die, and return to their duſt,” 
To believe then a ſyſtem of religion that ſquares 
with the diſpenſations of GoD in nature, is to 
believe one where there not only is alike purify- 
ing Groh, ſent by the FATHER, but where 
there is alſo a like co-eſſential and heavenly SP1- 
RIT deſcenGing in /ike manner upon thoſe, who 
have his glory for their covering, to animate them. 
So that as in this natural ſyſtem our bodies live 
in the ſpirit, walk in the ſpirit, the ſoul ſhould 
be led by, and walk in the heavenly and holy 
SPIRIT : becauſe a ſyſtem without ſuch a diſ- 
penſation is plainly no naturally-repreſented ſy- 
ſtem, Then far hence, ye who would fright us 
from the truth under the name of a falſe enthu- 
ſiaſm. For nature ſhews me to be uninſpired is 
to be dead; and that to talk againſt the propriety 
of the inward man having ſuch holy «lapſes, is 
to talk againſt the propriety and expediency of 
breath for the liſe of the body, which unbeltevers 
will hardly be perſuaded to give up. Should we 
not then rejoice to find a ſyſtem of this kind, 
where ſuch an inſpirer is manifeſt to deſcend on 
men? And if we follow nature's index, to what 
points it, but to the chriſtian ſyſtem, where a holy 
co-eſſential agent, deſcribed under this natural 
character of the SPIRIT, is manifeſt as thus de- 
ſcending upon the ſoul. Yes, the wind and ſtorm 
fulfil Go p's word, (i) and ſeconding the chriflian 
ſoldier in his good fight of faith would pour their 
evi- 


* 
(i) Pſal, cxlviii. 8. 
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evidence in the face of anbelief,, (i) and whillt 
ſhe atteſts the propriety of the directions given 
ys, to walk in the SPIRIT, bigh borne above 
the ſubjef world, demonſtrates the divine origi- 
nal of the chriſtian revelation, where there is 
ſuch an entire conformity to the natural courſe of 
things. O eternal SpIRIT, who haſt promiſed to 
deſcend upon the believer, graciouſly come down 
on my ſoul with thy heavenly influence that up- 
held (as on eagles wings) I may fly in this wil- 
derneſs from the face of every warring enemy, 
and have the courſe of my affections directed up- 
wards unto thee (4). As oft as | hear the 
gentle breezes in my walks fir amidſt the foliage, 
may they be ſanctified to be to me ſo many 
remembrancers of thy milder inſpirations, and 
be a means of liſting me up to thee in patient 
prayer for their animating power, that I, more 
chearful than the choriſters, and not in leſs ſweet 
concert may have my lips and life attuned like (1) 
theſe of the apoſtles, with a tongue of holy fervor 
to ſpeak the praiſe of I xs us that purified us to be 
thy dwelling. For how does this vocal aviary of 
the wood, that can be ſtirred by the gale ſweetly 
to chant their hymns, at once ſhame the unthank- 
ful and evince thoſe to be reſiſters of the Spi- 
KIT, who under all his diffuſive influence, make 
not melody in their hearts unto the divine Tri- 
ny, 


And 


(7) Whither it denys the inſpirations or the Gopurapr of 
the :nſprrer. 
(% Kev. xli. 14. (!) At il. 1. 


* —B 
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And there are many who, though made glad 
with their wor#s, are ſo far from praiſing them, 
that they refuſe to own their co-eſſential exi- 
ſtence, and ſhew on this account the rams of 
piety in their lives. F or have I not heard this 
doctrine cenſured by men of great latitude of 
thought; and where not cenſured induftriouſly 
avoided, as a doctrine not proper for our medita- 
tion? As if it was becoming a creature when 
called to the high honour of (1) an acquaintance 
with the glorious Gop HEAD, © with the 
KINO of kings and LoRD of lords”, to decline 
the bleſſed contemplation, and be content to 
have his heart no better than an Athenian altar 
inſcribed to the (m) unknown Gop:” when 
To Know Gop, the divine TRINITY, as 
humbly to receive them by faith, and then know 
them by fellowſhip with their grace in us is fo 
fundamental, that it is declared to be /ife eter- 
nal (n). Have I not alſo ſeen (what has not a 
little contributed to this negleR) raſb authors, 
following Frail reaſon for their only far, per- 
plex men with dark definitions in their metaphy- 
fic (o) wandrings ; and fine wits, who refuſed the 
guidance of the HoLy GnosT, aſſerting a co- 


Pppp efſen- 


DI) Job xxii, 21. (m) As xvi. 23. (2) Fobn xvii. 3. 

(e The apoſtle Ram. i. 27. calls ſuch proceſs of the imagi. 
nation TA&YNG error — e Tos d14ACY IT ανhEeũ in the 
dialogues or diſcourfings or wording or reckonings of the 
heart, that are now called reaſeningi. 
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effential and co- egual TRINITY to be contrery to- 
nature's ideasof things, and running into Aria» 
niſin, which is an attempt to ungod the SAv1ouR: 
of mankind, as well as into Macedoniani/m, 
which would rob the Ho LY Hos of his god- 
head, or elſe into Sabellianiſm, which means 
to deſtroy entirely the perſonality of both, and 
make the ſcripture TRINITY to be a manifeſta- 
tion of one and the ſame perſon in three different 
characters? Ves, ſuch perſons abound now in 
the world, who 4% their ght by attempting to 
behold the glorious Lok D as he is without ſome 
medium. For as there is no higher argument 
to be found in SS, 


« More deep to ſound, more buſy to diſcuſs, 


& More uſeful known, unknown more danger» 
„ ous.” 


So may it well be miſapprehended where the 
means of coming at an idea of it are deſp1/ed. 
But whilſt ſome proudly refuſe to bottom their 
thoughts on nature's Hill, and attempting with» 
out ſuch footing a ſpiritual contemplation fall 
headlong down a precipice of error into the 
idolatraus worſhip of falſe gods; and whilſt 
ethers are averſe to go up into this mount to () 
ſee 

(p) Hence the propriety of the going of Moſes into the 
mount to ſee theſe, &c. is cafily collected. Ex. xix.— Ol may 


m reader be of the pure in heart, thro C1 r, pure _ | 
Zan, 
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ſee the patterns of heavenly things in it, by which 
they are to form their ſouls, as a- temple of 
Gop; and by ½ doing lie groveling in the 
miſts of error about them, as well as in mires of 
uncleanneſs amidſt fort earthy views; do thou, 
my ſoul, aſcend by nature's ſteps to view this 
moſt glorious object. For from the proſpects I 
have already had from this Atem of nature, 
this mountain of Gop's works, with truth can 
1 fay, in the lines of an o/d writer, 


ee It (g) glads me much to wiew this frame, 
« qwherem 

« As in a glaſs God's glorious face is ſeen, 

« T hee to look on Gop, but in this robe 

« Of his great works this univerſal glabe. 


— — 


O who alas! can find the Lok without 
«46 His works, which bear his image round about.” 


And when we compare this neglected doctrine 
with nature's ideas, are their cenſures of it juſt, 
or their repreſentations true? Is nature leſs a 
teacher of this ? Methinks nature, whoſe ſpi- 
rit, under Gop, gives breath unto theſe men, 
wants but a voice articulate to ſpeak, in order 

Pppp 2 to 


guilt, pure from ſelf-conceit, who ſhall by bim, and in bim, 
ſce Gov with ſweet exa/tation of foul in partial viſion here, 
and in full viſion hereafter. 

) Du Bartas's divine weeks, tranſlated by Sylveſter 
his 1 ft. day, 22 Nen 
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to refute the hereſies of their impure (r) ſpirits, 
and to confirm the doctrine of its mighty Au- 
thor. For what have we ſeen in nature's ſyſtem ? 
Is it that there is but ene agent in this wide ex- 
panſe of heaven, or that life is ſuſtained by one 
agent! No. We evidently find a trinity of 
material agents in this one eſſence or body of the 
heavens: 1t, a ſolar fire emitting a /ight per- 
feed into brightneſs by ſuffering : 2dly, a 
light, thus made glorious, robing the world: and 
2dly, a ſpirit deſcending to animate the various 
forms of being in the earth, For was any ene 

re- 


(r) Though the ſcriptural account of evi/ ſpirits has been 
rejected as unnatural, yet let the reader recollect, that there 
are in the natua man differently diſpoſed anima / ſpirits, and 
various operations of the air or wind of this world on the 
F ears, Ec. ſome ſalutary, and others productive of diſor- 

s even unto death, which it is the phyſician's part to rec- 
tify 3 and he will ſoon ſee ſuch account of evi ſpirits work - 
ing a variety of conſtitutions of mind to be agreeable to the 
actual ſtate of things in nature: as well as the great expediency 
and mercy of the appointment of Cxzx15T for a ſpiritual phy- 
fician to caſt them out and purge them off by the exertion of 
his divine healing, or by a 6/ceding of our nature, by the 
balm that flowed from his croſs, by a new ſpiritual regimen 
of obedience, and of his applied power to reneto a right ſpirit 
within us, that we may have the woice of joy and bealth in our 
earthly dwellings. And the phbraſcology of theſe and other like 
paſſages, prove that the SS refers us to theſe things in na- 
ture for our ideas of theſe ſpiritual diſorders, and therefore 
gives us natural ones. And as he ſees the expediency of the 
character may he believe on CMR IS r in it, that he may have 
every foul ſpirit caft out from him that prompts contrary * to 
the doctrine of CuxisT according to godlinefs,”*” which 
would hinder the eyes of his mind from ſceing, his cars from 
bearing, or his mouth from frequently ſolliciting, (like the ſuit- 
or in the goſpel, St. Luke xi. g.) or his ſcet from walking at- 
ter the prize of the high calling of Gop in Cyuz14T ay + 


„ 
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removed, the whole world would periſh (5). 
And what does this give us an idea of? Surely 


of a like ſyſtem, where a ſimilar TRINITY of / 


agents and perſons in ONE holy and heavenly 
eſſence are manifeſt in lite characters, and in a' 
like human nature, to ſupport us to eternal life ; 
and without whom we muſt periſh everlafling- 


h. 


and be able to ſay, in time and eternity, with the Pſalmift, ſrom 
as experience of the grace in Cur1sT, ©* O Loxp my G0, 
« I cried unto thee, and thou boaſt bealed me. Pſalm xxx. 2. 
For as none but CAI I in his character of the Ig could, 
like this world's light exp/odirg and driving out of the air 
or ſpirit of this world, caſt out foul ſpirirs of old from men's 
bodies, ſo none but he, by the ine of his glorious goſpel 
m power, can now deliver the church and its members from 
lying and ſeducing ſpirits that in all ages ſeek to get into it as 
the devil into paradiſe, to corrupt the faith of the ſoul, or 
to eftrange it from the lovely fe of faith, And evident 
it is that the Gop of /ove hath in tbe courſe of things ap- 
pointed that inſectious t and breaths muſt be avoided, 
if we would not bring -v:/ or a plague on the community; and 
makes nature fignify the expediency of the doctrine of the 
apoſile, put away from among yourjebves that wicked perſon. 
2 The iii, 6,——Rom. x. 7. and conſequently that agree- 
able to both are the conſtitutions and rules of our church on 
this head, I ſhall therefore conclude this note with wiſhing 
that there may be always as much of conftancy in the obſervance 
and execution of them, not to deſruction, but to cal cation, 
as there is of ww:/dom in their confirution z and that 
member may ſo /ive in the faith and prafice of her ſcriptural 
doctrines, that they may never be liable to her cenſures, but 
behave themſelves ſo bo/ily, ſo juſtly, and fo unblameably in 
her communion ; that 2 ſeeing them walking not after 
the faſhion of the world, but as followers of Cuz 15T,. may 
glorify Go on their behalf, as being manifeſtly in chem of a 
truth, eo | | 

(s) Hence the heathen Orpheus had his Phanus, Urance, 
and Cronus ; and Pythagoras, and Parmenides, their three uni- 
ties in one nature; hence Plato's three principles and Phi. 
nu3'$ aſſertion, that to increaſe or leſſen the number, is to 
overſet order and nature, See Cudworth's Intellect. A. B. 1. 
F. 546, Cc. e 
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i5 (t}. For either nature yields no ideas in her 
works, or elſe ſhe muſt be allowed to yield us 
this: and to believe any ſyſtem that does not 
zally with this idea, is to believe an unnaturat 
one. But where ſhall we find ſuch a ſyſtem? 
That which is now falſly called the religion of 
nature is allowedly not ſuch, becauſe its diſci- 
ples have long ſince excluded the perſonality : 
and therefore it muſt ſtand convicted upon this 
trial of-being an unnatural religion. And the 
ſchemes of Arius and Macedonius and Sabellius 
and Socinus, as well as Mabomeat's impoſture 
when thus brought to the bar of nature, do, I 
perceive, meet with the ſame condemnation of 
being repugnant to the ideas ſhe affords, Mbi- 
ther then are we directed? Should we not be 
inclined to think, when the word of Gop 
has told us that a/ things were made by CHRIST; 
nay, what's more, (v) for CH RTS, that what 
he has made ſhould confirm his revelation? And 
as it is but reaſonable for believers to think it 
ſhould be ſo, ſo they may ſee it actually is fo. For 
the divine co-eſſential TrInITY in UNITY, 
is only to be met with in the chriſtian ſyſtem ; 

; ſtand- 


(:) Hence it appears, the determination of our church, as 
expreffed in the Athanafian creed, which ſhe has appointed 
to fignify the faith of ber and her children, is really the deci- 
as which nature leads us to make. 

(=) Heb, ii. 10.— Rom. xi. 36.—C% J. i. 18.—Epb. i. 
11. F 
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ſtanding there deſcribed by (x) charaFers taben 
from thoſe which the natural agents bear. And 
conſequently * that the chriſtian ſyſtem is on 
this account the only true religion nature pro- 
claims aloud thro” all her works; and that this 
doctrine is ſo far from being worthy to be a mart 
which human wit ſhould foot at, and an objec- 
tion to its truth, that its very exiſlence in the 
O) word of Gop proves it be of divine original; 
becauſe twithout it it would not be the em 


{x) 1. This appears from the Father*s being called a con- 
ſuming fire, TR As and his judicial proceedings being ſpo- 
ken of in words that denote the ſeveral afrons of fire as 
M2X—HI8—"2—T1D0D—TWY—Y2—TY Ee. &c. 

2. From the Son's having the name of ligbe, Vit Aun and 
WP Suemusn and 12) Keep and his purifying aftions 
and cftices being exprefſed by words that denote the at7ions 
and effices of the /ight, as .- --. 

UI S—IT——WD Sc. Fc. Fc. 

3. From the Comforter*s having the name of ſpirir, m4 
Run and his animating and ſuſtaining actions and offices being 
deſcribed by wordt for the ations and offices of the material 
ſpirit, as UD ——W—N—WTO-A 
UMN—D——— PN} Cc. Ec. 

And doubtleſs it was trom ſome tradition that the n- 
«© verje was made purpoſely to give men an ideas of the name 
© ]JEKOVAH, Which they could not otherwiſe have had; as 
the Jews ſay, R. Fiſchak Lorienſ, Trot .1 Lib. Druſchim, tir. a. 
p. 28, Anonym. Queſt. in Lib, 6. Druſ, Meri Diſguiſ. 187. 
that the Egyptians believed that ©* there were three worlds or 
tbree heavens ; the archetypal, the cel/eftial and ſenfible world. 
each of which they held bad its trinity prefiding over it; and 
that it was a maxim with them, that the images of all things 
in heaven are found here be/owo, or that whatever is on car's 
exiſts in heaven ſpiritually and inwifibly, Famblich, de Myft. 
Se. 3. & 10. 

(y) This may be found proved in an ame and per ſpi 
manner, in a late piece, entitled, The Catbolic Dottrine 
tbe Trinity, &c. by the Rev, Mr. Wm, Jene, whom this 

truly 
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nature is framed to give us ideas of, as it woul! 
then want that co-eſſential TRINIT V it holds 
forth in a-figure to the ſight, O] how ſhould 
the tongue of every ſcorner be for ever flent in 
the face of this evidence of the correſpondency of 
this chriſtian truth with nature's ideas of it. 
For do I not ſee that it is with the greateſt ve- 
racity aſſerted (To ror) ©* that which is to be 
«© Known of Gop (that is, by us in this ſtate) 
< is publickly MAanriresr, amongſt hem“ (for 
this one reaſon, not becauſe we have diſcovered 
it by any fictitious natural ability, but) ** becauſe 
„ Gop bath (:yevrsgwrs) APPEARED or made 
« amanife/iation unto or among ft tbem? For l 
find « the INvis1BLE THINGS OF HIM from 
« the (z) formation of the world” (as from a period 
of time) areSEEN (in a way of viſion) (g) by the 
THINGS THAT ARE MADE, even hisETER- 

NAL 
truly ſcriptural work will recommend as a faithful! fteward of 
the myſteries of God, to a high place in the eſteem of every 
man, who defires not to turn religion into rebellion, nor faith 
into faction; who is ambitious of doing God's will on earth 
as it is in heaven, and copying the harmony of ſpirits above into 
his heart beloww ; who thinks not an indifference in matters 
faith, but a conformity to chriftian doctrine and command- 
ments, true charity, or love and true righteouſneſs of life, and 

ys that we may, as a body, with one heart and one tongue, 
for no body has more,) glorify God is our body and in our 
ſpirit. Rom, xv. 6,—1 Cor. xii, 13.—Epb. iv. 4. 
(z) Rom, i. 20. aTo KTIG5us5 X00 (4s. 
(a) xaYogaTai from o to ſee or have a viſion like 
that (oggpue) Peter bud in Add, x. 17. and 44.7 by ſome 


means or medium, as X47ToT Te 0 to ſee, as by br in 
er thro” a glaſs, "Ix * * 8 


NAL POWER and GoDHBAD (b). So that 
they are without excuſe (or apology) - becauſe 
when they KN EW] Gop, they glorified bim not 
as Gon, neither were thankful : but became vain 
ja their IM AGINATIORS, and their foolith 


« heart was darkened ; profeſſing themſelves to be 
« WISE they became Fools, and changed the 
« GLoRY of the uncorruptible GOD into an 
« image, made like corruptible men and to birds 
« and fourfooted beaſts and creeping things, 
„% WHEREFORE GoD alſo gave THEW up to 
« uncleanneſs, through the luſts of their own 
« hearts, to diſbonour their own bodies between 
« themſelves, who changed the TRUTH of Gob 
« (namely, that the things that were ſeen were 
| Qqqq „% TyPts, 


(% Ho rien of preat names in this age ſhould have made 
er: text a declaration of a ſuppoſed natural ability in man to 
deduce the being and attributes of Gob from theſe works, in- 
ſtead of a proclamation of his mercy in diſcovering or making a 
manifeſtation of himſelf tc us is to me wnaccountable, For it is 
obvious the apeftle aſſerts not that the exiſlence of theſe *©* invi- 
« ſible things, but that the very things themſelvet, even the 
« eternal Powe, (uyauus or eſſence) © and (G, ue) 
Goontan, which, if taken from ©:o5, Gov, as the word 
uſed by Cyz18T, as well as in the Creek tranſlation for the 
plural name of the perſons 277K Attn, which they alſo 
render Os0: clearly ſignifies) the PzasoNALITY (in the 
GodnxEtaD) are ihuiſeen by a medium of viſion . by the things 
« that are made. And as the very heathens appear from the 
citations in the preface to have diſc/aimed allthis natural inſight 
into divint things which is now falſly boaſted to have their 
countenance, and to have confeſſed a tnowledge of them to be 
ra oToy by tradition or gift from the gods to men; ſo is 
it evident to a men in their contemplation, that it is only by 
the means of the things which are made they have any notion of 
divine things or meditate of them under any idea in theit midi 
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« Types, to give ideas”) into a Lyt, (affirms 


ing them to be the ORTOGINALS) and worſhip- 
ped and ſerved the creature more (c) than (or 
paſſing by) the CREATOR who is bleſſed for over. 
Amen. And ſhould not men lay this ſeriouſly 
to heart, who under a profeſſion of iſdom ſer 
up'a ſuppoſed infinite ſpace, &c. for Gor, and 
not content with nature's ideas of the HoLY 
TRINITY, which SS bas applied, frame ideas 
for themſelves contrary to tbe ſecond command- 
ment, as well as to the dictates of common ſenſe ? 
For if they were without excuſe who worſhipped (d) 

pi the. 


(c) rape T uT10ayTH» 

(d That ſerving the creature was the apoſtacy of the na- 
tions has ſufficiently appeared in the courſe of theſe notes 
and that it was a trinity of agents, as fre, ligbt and ſpirit un- 
der various zamesand offices which they ſerved is to be clear- 

deduced —- 2, from the SS account: where we find, tho“ 

ey forſook the Arzin l the interpoſing or allied 
per ſons in the ſelf- ſul ſiſing eſſence Janovan, yet it was not 
to the dei 5 — 4 but to Alcim, to the plu- 
rality of natural agents which were given to afford them ideas 
of the divine perſonality, and which Gop calls by his own 
name, with the addition. of this mark of diſtinction, that 
they were () other, latter and inferior ones, and made 
ſuch by his cregtion of them: Pſal. xcvi. 45.—dly, from 
their own accounts that are come down to us of their religion. 
For, befides the particular reſpe& they paid to the number 
three, as appears” from their rrine purification, becauſe of 
their opinion related in Yirg, Ecl. 8. that numero Deus impare 
gaude, „ Gop delights in an wneguad number, and ex- 
clufive of-what Plato and Tri ſmegiſtus &c. ſay of the doctrine; 
the very thing itſelf appears in the foce of their religion, In 
the myſterics of the Perſian Mitbrat it is Clearly ſeen, and 
in Epypr we meet with their idolized three, Ofiris, Ifis, Au- 
bis, in one body (and then Seraprs ) under the name of Ade - 
eon Ste brother gods; Arnaud de Dif. 80. and known alſo 
929 ö to 
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the created Trinity of powers in theſe viſible hea- 
vens, in preference to the Gl ORious Ux c- 
ATED TRINITY, #645 manifeſted to them by a 
Qqqq2 ' vifien 


to the Creeks under the name of Sup Ferval Otros © wen. 
throned gods, Sure est ** conſeſſors”” —— Turretet - 
remplars” to the Latins under the names Conſentes, Socii, 
« fellow gods. See Inſcript, Gruter, p, 1073, and Mont. 
faucon, To which I might add the oracle ſaid to be given by 
Serapis to Thutis king of Egypt TIpora JG, Ce. In the 
«© beginning was GoD, from whence are the word and ſprric 
« with him co-efſtntial CUlapvTa, of one ſtock or nature, 
«© whoſe power is ecernal.** Js Mytholoy, Natal Comit. OS. 
ſerv. Libeil, And when we look into the Samothratian Gatbi- 
rim, almighties and into the religion taught in Greet and Reme, 
though under veiling hiſtories and fables, what ſee we more 
plain than a trinity in the imagined 7 of the univerſe, 
Jupiter, Neptune and Pluto, according to Homer” II. Ic, 
Tp#1s yay e Kegre eh aPergenrt in the hre fate; 
in the three grates ; in the triceps Cerberus | in the three jud- 
get; in the chree fur ien or tormentory F So that had they been 
aſked who had the dominion of the world, who determined 
their life, obe were their judges or the avenging perſons, 
their anſwer would have been à trinity. And though Jupiter 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed here from the other /ws, yet it is cer- 
tain, by e or Fuprter they included the three powers, 
fire, light and ſpirit, For as Heredorur in Cs calls the whole 
circuit of the heavens Fove, ſo Oreben in the fragments lays, 
Jupiter and Sol are one as well as Pluto, the dark air 


Figs Zeus, 81s Ard'ts, tis HAits, Cc. and affirms ex- 
pceſsly, | g*** +. ' 


* Jupiter ef caput medium 
e e cuncr is validi vis jupiter ig. 


Jupiler is the bead (meaning the ſun HA tee] and in the mid- 
die the univerſal ſpirit, and, the force of the ſtrongly - flaming 
fire, Natal Com. 104. Hermefianax ſays, theſe are the ſame 
Jupiter, making them al/ one god. Whence Plate in Fbæ- 
do calls the reſt of the powers FeaT1H2 Yawy * the hoſt of 
the gods"* alluding to the hoſt of heaven. And accordingly, 
however Jupiter may be thought to be a fing/e agent, the 

l e 
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viſion in part, by the things that are made, whit 
muſt thoſe ſouls be whom the devil is compleating 
his my/lery of iniquityin, his methodiſms or wiles, (a) 
and 


beat bent not only underſtood their Tour to be a plurality ip u. 
nity, as they did their Hecate, but with his image, as the t be- 
or fire Ce. painted the forked emblem pf the /rghrning or light, 
and the eagle or emblem of the ſpirit or air which was ſyppo- 
ſed to carry (as indeed it does by its ruſhing into he rarer 
medium impel the trifida, three- forked liphtnings, Sc, But 
I ſhall here ſay no more of their images or im e bra, where 
a trinity is alſo ſeen to be the object of their dai y ſervice, be- 
cauſe theſe will be ſpoken of in the note on the Cherubim; nor 
of their Cyclopran trinity with one eye to each, nor of the tei 
radios, the three ingredients that went to compoſe the thun- 
der, as Virgil ſays, An. 8. nor of the tridents of Neptune and 
Pluto, or of Geryon, &c. becauſe I apprehend enough has been 
ſaid to prove the created trinity in unity was what they e- 
volled to the worſhip of, when they left the divine Trinity in 
Jexovan, But if my reader chuſe further evidence about the 
antients Vt, Montfaucon, Arnaud, de Dif, Syr. and Sel. 
den will fupply him with it. And the Univerſal Hiftory of te- 
Lien Cerem, affords us abundant teſtimony that the do&rine 
is yet an article in the religion of all the heathen nations in 
the world, For as amidſt the baſeft mixtures of gold with 
other metals, gold is ſtill to be found by the inſpecting c- 
wer, ſo there is 2 trinity to be diſcerned in the religions of the 
ndians, however it has been corrupted by new imaginations 
nd hid under various forms, and to the hiſtory I ſhall there- 
fore refer my reader, eſpecially to that part of it which gives 
— an account of rachmans and Virginians and Peru- 
ans,” 1 — => f 
( The original word for this decei veableneſi of unrigbs - 


ou ſneſs in them that periſb js Me Jo ,,e, Epb. vi. 19 which 
like ſnares and traps is ſet merhedically indeed, but to lay- 
way fouls, and therefore lie not open, bot generally conceolcd, 
under a * perſuaſibility of ſpeech, and a Pory of moral rec. 
titude, under a form of piety and an ovrfid- of zeal 3 in ſhort, 
under the devil's odd pretences of being an engel of light to 
open men s eyes by ether means than Go p' s, and to make bent 
the Gops, Gen, ili, 5. So that we have as much need in 
theſe laſt times, when the ways want ſo much mending, to walk 
circumſpectiy and take heed unto our ways, and therefore to 
take up David's prayer to the-Loxp © Shew me the way 


f 
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and ſeducing into a more remote apoſtacy both 
from the CREATOR and his creature, into a ſer- 
vice to ſome creeping thought of their own device? 
They alſo (alarming ſituation! and may it awaken 
the careleſs, if a reflection upon the unnatural 
brutalities it involves them in will not,) they 
alſo muſt ſtand, more guilty than ſuch heathens, 
without excuſe before the judgment-ſeat of 
CHRIST; when there ſhall be an awful ſilence 
throughout all the courts of heaven, and the ſo- 
lemn, deciſive and irreverſible doom is about tg 
be pronounced upon their guilty heads, as con- 
vi, then convict by their ewn accuſing conſci- 
ence, of being infidels in the face of the word and 
oath of Jenovan, of all his miracles and grace, 
and of this manifetation of himſelf in his works. 
O! whilſt this 79// of nature is yet ſpread open 
before the face of all nations, may they receive the 
divine () TRINITY bere fign/fied in characters 
to 
« of thy flatutes, order ings by : A Yn fend me. 
2 2 —— h of chy — and hep me from the 
« ſnare of the wicked (or diſorderly*”) and to follow Jz$sus 
our forc-runner, as men, who are to go in a way on earth, where 
traps are conceald and ambuſbes laid to overtbhretu them i 
their goings, have need of care on their part and the — 
of a ſure guide who has gone in it before them, Tho” fi 
care and ofplication we ſhall never find, except in thoſe who 
do believe they have a wily enemy to deal with and are not 
yet ſo blinded as in a falſe moderation to think all 5 alike, 
and therefore can in their hearts ſay with the Pſalmif, ** all 
«« falſe ways I utterly abber, as what will make a man to 
his endleſs confuſion fall ſhort of Go at the laſt, , 


| 9 The word Tz1x1Ty has been thought to be an «ſur- 
ted hraſe, of þuman invention, and not a ſcriptural expreſ.- 
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to the ſenſe in one univerſal language, to all that 
laat through theſe heavens up to nature's God. 
& Their 


fion, Whence Calvin, in his Inftit. I. 1. c. 13. who yet pro- 
eſſes a diſti ncti on of Pràs os, makes ſo much apology for 
the uſe oſ it, as a novel term, as well as for the word PE SSN, 
and is boaſted in his Admonir, 1. to Polon. with a flood of un- 
ſeemly language, not to give it a worſe name, to have ſaid what 
the Scermans have triumphed in, as ſu much like their own, 
and what chriſtian piety riſes with holy indignation at the 
hearing of, I like not this prayer, O holy, bleſſed and glorious 
„% Tzxzx1iTyY, Cc.“ it ſavours of barbarity, is barbarous, 
« infipid, prophane, a human invention, grounded on #9 
« teſtimony of Gop's word, the Popiſh god, unknown to 
* the prophets and apoſtles. They boaſt Luther too to have 
been led by this conceit of its human invention to complain, 
but with a modeſty more becoming our reflections on ſo high a 
concern, ** the word Tz1xn1TyY ſounds odly, it were better 
„ tocall Almighty Gop Gop than TIN IT Y, Poſt Major. 
Domin. And both perhaps, becauſe St. Auftin thought cheſe 
phraſes of F«/f#. Mart, p. 379. and Lucian ſuch “ as the 
& poverty ot language had forced chriſtians to adopt Lib. 
5. de Tunit. c. 8 and 9.“ But though Calvin in the ſame 
yup of his Inſtitutes, ſtrangely adds, Utinam guidem ſepultæ 
Vent &c, 1 wiſh indeed the names had been buried, ſo that 
this faith was kept up amongſt all men, that the Fa. 
« THER, Gom and Sri is one Gos, and yet that the 
« Sow is not the Farnuzn, nor the Sy1n1rT the Sox, but 
« are by ſome peculiar mode diſtin,” ————-becauſe this faith 
would hinder the no? decent burial of theſe names, as it preſents 
and keeps alive the very things theſe words ſtands for; yet I 
apprehend where the idea the word conveys is not in the 
ind of the worſhipper, that he is framing ideas or images for 
himſelf, and that no man can have an objeRion to the word 
in his mouth who has not one to the this in his heart, nor 
ſeriouſly wiſh an expreſſion diſuſed that has a certain tenden-. 
cy to bring the idea expreſſed by it into oblivion, For, in 
my judgment, an enamoured wirgin might as ſoon object to 
the name which characterizes him ſhe loves and ſeeks to be 
united to in life. But further the apparent foundation of 
this indifference about the names, which has cometo a great 
height amongſt us of late, and produced great ſwellings a- 
gainſt the Arbanafian creed in thoſe who affect to believe the 
SS doctrine, is bad and unſound, For whatever cenſures have 
been &afiily beſtowed, the word TIIxII ry deſcribing a _ 
| rality 
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«K Their language to no realm, 
&« Or region is confined ; 
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rality in a ſingular term, and the word Pxx So are 4s mach 
ſcriptural phraſes, as FaTHz®, Sox and Sriair arcs 4s 
much ſo as Onz Gor, Loxp, RevDezmuzs, Saviour, k 
Comyror TER are, and therefore need as little apology, and <> 
are entitled to as much reſpe# from true diſciples of CHRIS, 4 
be they uſed by whom they may. For in the account we 
bave in Gen. xvii. of the viſion of the one Jxnovan to the 
« Father of the faithful,” that eminent type of the manife- 
ation of Gow to Jesvs CurisT, we find the Hoty Pz- 
sons deſcribed by the Hebrew words JN n ger 
r ANnSI1M ; which denote, if literally tranſlated, (a TRAIN - 
Ty of (men or) aſſumed perſonages''— ſo that TziniTy is as 
much a ſcriptural term fer sel s r feminine, like 
1 Tei; and trinitas) as the word Los p is for Jxnovan. And 
as * the word PER SONS, (from the Latin perſona, and Greek 
weuowToy, which do all imj ort what diſtinguiſhes ane from 
another, and are called in other Exgliſb * faces”, it is frequent- 
ly uſed in $$. For here JzHovan is ſaid to have JD xyexr 
PxzRrSONS; Gen. xix. 13. the cry of Sodom is ſaid to have come 
up Mm AY LePeN1 jenovau, the“ faces“ in our lan- 
guage, the PER SONS of Jenovan— Exod, xxxii. 12. to theſe 
Moſes is ſaid to have intreated Fer. xxvi. 19. Hezekiah, 
and in Levit. xvi. 7. to theſe the offering is ſaid to be pre- 
ſented, xii. the incenſe burnt, &c. —— Nor did the Jews 
know another word for what we call perſon beſides this. 
The concluſion then I ſhall make is this, that this word is as 
much a ſcriptar al term for JD Pert, as Load is for FIV4T 
Jenovax. And the inference from both obſervations muſt be, 
that wherever the word Jexovan occurs abſolutely uſed, this 
Taixtr v is implied, and that where JD Pex1 is added, the 
Paso are deſcribed; as much as where the plural word, 
dN Arziu, perſons interpoſed by oath, is found, that 
the Pl unATLITv of the perſons is expreſſed; which may be 
ſtrengthened by this farther remark, that to the latter word 
0'"T 5 Arz1M axe added, not only ſingular but plural verbs, 
as Gen. XXI iv. 7+ 2 Sam, vii. 23. Eccl. ii. 12. and 
plural nouns, Dent. ix, 7.—— Jb. xxiv. 19. Fer. xxiii. 
236, Eccl. v. 8,—xit. 1,—— Hof. xi. 12. Prov, xx. 3. 
as collefied by the bold defender of the goſpel, Martin . 
gi. 


. 
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te is nature's voice and under tod, 

« Alike by all mankind,” 8 fo 
For 


— Nd. Part. 1. Diſtincł. 2, ch. 3. to which may be ad- 
ded; Pſal lviii. 12. — exlix. 2.—— 1 Sam. Xvi. 37. For 
putting all theſe things together, they form an irrefatabl 
evidenee of the plurality of PERSO&NS in the GOUREAD. An 
indeed the —— R abbins are forced by the clearneſt of it 
to confeſs the word A1.z1M to be plural, tho“ they would e- 
vad the evidence atifing from it in the above texts and in 
Gen. i 1. and, in their comments on let ns make, &e. they refer 
the plaral terms, rs and on and they to ſome angels they make 
Gon 's Colleagues or Beth. ain, the houſe of judgment,” and 
which they call the conſiſtory, where three at leaft fit as j#dyex, 
But ſetting aſide that, according to If. xl. 14. no creatures 
can be colleagues with Gor, (as they very truly explain the 
word ALz1m, becauſe it denotes PEXSso&S LEAGUED toge- 
ther by oath and ſo Corrtacues) this evaſion is contrary 
to their own conceſſions. For R. Simeon Fochaides in Zohar in 
Levie. fol. 29. apiud Maimon, pag. 31 ſays, „come and 
« ſee the myſtery of the name Elohim,”” Gods — there are 
« THREE degrees, and every degree ſubſiſts by irſelf, and 
« yet they are all but Oxx;” How full Philo is of a Tx1- 
vir, though mixed with his imaginations, is well known, 
efpecially in ſpeaking of the viſion w Abraham, p. 287. The 
garaphraſes or targwms have ſo frequently made a diſtinction 
of perſons that it would be tedious to repeat the paſſages. 
And if we look into the Jeciſh Cabala we find them acknow- 
ledging three Sephiroths advanced by theſe dofors, who call 
theniſelves maſters of truth, above the reſt—under the names, 
x. of the crown unknown to all, 2. of wiſdom which built 
the temple and created the world, and by which events be- 
low are directed, 3. of prudence or underſtanding proceeding 
from the firſ# and ſecona — as three lights; 1. the antient 
tight, 2. the pure light and 2. the purified light: which yet 
ate but ne Gop : and about which Moſes Machmanides ſaid, 
«© they have never been ſeen by any one— there is not any 
« JefefF in them nor any diſunion.” Lndov, Carretus Tadexs 
. Coroerſ. p. 608, Why then ſhould not the term be uſed 
which 89 applies, and which is ſo deſcriptive of the idea the 


holy Pzx$0x5s have given us in the woras ALtIM and J 
ren; which the Jews themſelves amidit all their corruptions 


have conceded, and which the fathers underſtood to be implied by 
the werd Stog, the Greek word for ALI? For a” 
ww 
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For what is the »niverſe to them, but as it Was 
ſtyled ofold, Deus explicatus, (g) * GoDexplain- 
ed,” (or rather ſhadewed out?) what but an 
wniverſity eſtabliſhed on the plan of divine wr/+ 
dom, where Go himſelf, the profeſſor of eter- 
nal truth teaches the pupil nations by xature's 
grammar the knowledge of his 4t@1:e 42cono- 


my (). Fer I perceive with what propriety [ 


Rrrere am 
tius in Grabes Ireræ. Nays, p. 223. he proves from many ard 
clear ©* paſſages of SS, that the creator and governor of this 
«« world is the ez-only Gop and Los Þ, and that under 77 
«« name, not the Faru only (as the antient and modern 
« Arians impiouſly contend) but aiſo the Sox and Sri ir, 
« thatis, the three divine perſons are included, Hence flow - 
« ed that maxim not only of Avgftinl. 6. de Jin, c. g. but 
« of el the artient divines, that a: often GOD is abſolutely 
« and without limitation mentioned in SS, it fi gnt fies the three 
„% dine PERSOXS together.“ Whence it is to be ob= 
ſerved, the Greet and Romiſb churches have retained the term 
amidſt all their corruptions. Behold therefore, reader, the 
Gop of the prapless, ageſtles and fathers, a TAIN ITV of 
PzRrSONS in one GODHEAD, as © made be to men by 
«© menifold drſpcſi trons in his works, leſt man wholly falling 
«© ſhort of Go Mould ceaſe to be Iren. 333. and conſider the 
SS which ſay they ſhall be turned into hell who forget the 
Al Ein, theſe dere Allies, Be watchfulro have this Gop 
thine, however others cep, and to be found bis, manife(t< 
ly bis, in /ife or death, coſt thee what woildly %% it may 3 
that being joined with rheſe confeſſors as a keeper of his 
word with patience, and in a communion wich teir faith 
and lite on earth, thou mayeſt be /r by him from the her of 
rerptation which ſha} come upon all the world, and beuni-. 
ted in glory to them who could not bar them which were 
evil; Who tried them which ſaid they were opo/les and were 
not and fourd them /iars, and who bore (ſufferings) and (not 
avenging themſelves) had fetience, and for his NAME ſabe 
lavourcd and fainted not; and wwbs overcame by the blood of 
(be LAMB—and by the word of their teffimouy, Rev. itt. 10. 
. 2, 3 L 

C) Clemens, a ' 
(C0) El. in Hexaemer, cally the world F «Ly % ev Moy + 
Xeo 
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am bid to beware of being dragged away by phj- 
laſopby, falfly ſo called (i). For true philaſophy 
I find is as it were the /e by which my foul 
may aſcend to the ſublime and heart-reforming 
know- 


ru N, To © $:igyrucres Tad euThenty 
«© rhe ſchool of reaſonable ſouli tlie academy where the know- 
* {dge of Gop is taught'' — Diony/. Arcopag. l. 1. de 
divinis nominibus, c. 7. ſays, ** Creaturarum ordinatiffſiman 
«6 diſpoſitionem ut ab ipſo produFam imagines uaſdam ac fi- 
„ militudines divinorum exemplarium pre /c 9 ut pro vi- 
« ribus ad DZ un ſcanderemys that the moſt orderly 
% diſpofition of the creatures as made by him u, forth to us 
«© ſome reſemblances and ſimilitudes of divine exemplars (lie 
* ſhould have ſaid origina/s to avoid the ton it's notion) that 
% e may according te eur abilities aſcend up to Go: 
reatly condemning thoſe wanton minds that pretend te re 
y an inward intuitive light ** fine ullo modo without any 
mode or medium of viſion, ſuch as GOD has eſtabliſhed in the 
ſeriptural application of nature. Lib, de Celeſt, Hicrarcb. c. 2. 
And that this was the opinion of the antient chriſtians Feu+ 
ardentius ſays, in another note on a paſſage of Irenæus to this 
rpoſe, p. 221. Nibil jraque mirum ft fr priſci guogue chri- 
Lok „ &. It is therefore no wonder the antient chriſtians ſhould 
compare their Cuuagcn and WHATEVER related to it on the 
one band with the Hravesxty JErvSALEM and Tux gg 
ABOYE ;; on the other hand with the WorLD ard its Or 
CONOMY, thinking that there is “ mutuam intercedere ſimili- 
tudinem a mutual Res EMBL AxcE between the Worxxrs 
and OrzrAT10Nns of Gon in the KINO Dou of Powers, 
Graces and Gro x, as Theo/ogues now love to ſpeak, and 
that the ON x are aptly RrrAKSEN TED by the Orr. 
So Ambroſ. I. 4. de de Nagianx. Orat. 2. de Theolog, Au- 
Fin. I. 83. Qua ft. Cyril. I. 2. in Julian Franc. Georg, Ve- 
net, de Harmon. mundi. tom. 1. ch. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Le- 
nu too p. 329 lays expreſsly, that EarTay TAIN Gs in 
the preſent diſpoſition of them towards us, “ Tyros ESE 
are TYrE3 of CELESTIALS, Soutnacguainted are thoſe pro- 
feiſors amongſt us with the fa::4 of the primitive a e 
who forgetting that the wiſdom of Gov is ToAuTI xs? 
gbundantly warious or variegated in its diſplays are averſe to 
gcknoguledge rature to be a figure of the /cheme of grace and SS, 
Po an allcgerical revelaticn of it in ſuch aura figures. 
ee. i. 18. | 


191 
knowledge of chriſtianitiy. Lisa ladder ( H like 
Jacob's, joining the holy hecvens and earthy, by 
which the divine PERSONS deſcend to the ſaith- 
ful ſoul and tate it ap in exalting meditation 
together with them. I am @waked with Jacob 
out of a ſleepy inattention to the great and holy 
ends for which the world was made, and muſt 
ſay with him {/), “ ſurely the Lon ii is (thus 
manifeſt) in this place, and I knew it not.” O! 
with what awe does my ſoul ſtand now before 
him, deſiring never, never more to «fend him; 
but to enjoy his in- dwelliag preſence by my me- 
riting Mediator unto my ſanctiſication for evers 
For viewed in this light, this ſyſtems is none o- 
ther than ** the houfe of GoD (n), and this **the 
« oate of heaven.” Well might Iſaac therefort 
beſore him go out to meditate (n) in the field. 
and gather from this curiouſly- wrought nature 
the fair ideas with which the mighty architect. 
the Gon of glory hath adorned it. That by 
the greatneſs (o) and beauty of the creature, pro- 
portionably the Maler of them might be ſeen 4 
and that by the good things that ere ſeen, we 
Rrrt 2 & might 


(% Gen, Xvi. 12. And Clement Alexard. In. 6. STewH 
accordingly calls phi/o/epby uroCallogy Þ xaTa Xetyor - 
2.07 o, as being not the foundation but the very lortieff of 
bertom-fiep, which we are to aſccnd tocbriſtian philoſophy By: 

(1) Gen, xxviii. 16. 


) 17» 
n) xxiv. 63. 
8 Wijd, x11, 5.— Vi. ih 
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might know HII that is.” For here ci 
takes'a viſhle form, and preſents itſelſ to the 
view of men: She preventeth them that defire 
« her, here ſhetuth herſelf favourable unto them in 
« the ways, and meeteth them in every thought: 
by this means entring into our fouls and making 
us friends of Gop, 

O! that man called to glory would, in- 
ſtead of following the imaginations of his own 
heart, "meditate with //aac in theſe ſcenes, 
whenee. truth ſtill ſpringeth out. There is 
not ene but waits to lead his foul to God. 
H the branches in yonder mantling wines 
would ſhew him (p) the importance of his con- 
weftion with CHRIST ; if the gliding waters 
that play through the mead would tranſport 
him to thoſe effufions of the Ho LY SPIR kT, by 
which alone his humbled” ſoul ean be refreſhed 
in the heat of tribulation if the very bread he 
derives from under theſe heavens ditects him to 
the true bread, IEsVUs, that “ cometh down 
from heaven,” and like the corn of () Gideon by 
the wine preſs, ſuffered ſo much by the uune- preſs 
of wrath to /uppart our ſouls ; we find the whole 
collectively to believers is but another wilderneſs, 
which they muſt paſs through to the better coun- 
iry, their heavenly Canaan (r); and wherein wo, 


'who 

(p) St. Jobs xv. 1. (9) Jad. vi. 11. 

{r) Hence an impartial reader will be pleaſed to collect, as 
eertainly we may, that the method, repreſerited in SS to be 
taken by the Re tr of Iſrael to protect and lead his people 

through 
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ho have had our intereſt in the covenant of 
| grace ſealed to us in the ſeeming weakneſs of 
our baptiſm, have in conſequence of the greater 
redemption the fire, light and ſpirit in this heaven 
made to attend us, as they were once made by a 
miracle to attend Hrael, and ſaod to ſuſtain us 
in this life, to ſhew us the DIVIN R TRIN ITI; 
the accepting FATHER the purifying Son, 
and thequickening SP1R1T, under whoſe heu- 
venly leadings, and by whoſe femilar ſupport 
we are conducted onward:to the heavenly Feru- 
ſalem. Amazing. exhibition of divine truth 
How mercifzl is Gon to the nations! whoſe 
unmerited love hath ſet up theſe natural agents 

bn. | ſuſtain- 


through Ne wilderneſs to Canaan, is entirely analogous to the 
diſpenſatiqns of his goodneſs in the natural world towards 


our outwwayd man, in our way through it to the promiſed bea- - 


den? in gther words, that nature fignifies the very economy 
Meſes retords ; an ceconomy that ſhould convince them, by 
the evident fubjc41ion of the created powers, of the Loa n's 
dominion over them, and reclaim the people to an ace - 
ledgment of it—24ly, afford them, who had not attended to 
patural ideas, a freſh repreſentation of the means by which 
they were to be ſpiritually proteQed and guided to ** the 
© heavenly country z—and 34/y, give, when recorded, to us 
and our poſterity a beautiful idea of theſe leadings of grace. 
For it has been proved ideas muſt come to the ſenſes from 
the „ things that are made** and when theſe were diſcard - 
ed, let the moſt ſanguine objector ſay, how men could be 
reclaimed, but by ſuch a freſh repreſentation of what nature 
and divine 20s ſdam by natere Aon to their ſenſes. And 1 
would wiſh my readet not to deny them to he ſuch, and not 


to refuje the ideas God has ſo mercifully given to us: though 
ſome may, as Mr. Ca/vin has done it to ſuit his ſcheme, in 
Galat, iv. 2. and charged the apofHe with a xX 
of abuſe of things, For as nature tells us we want them, fo 


the 
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fuſtaining us in the earth, to ſhew us in @ furt 
the way by which we muſt paſs into the hea- 
venly paradiſe we forfeited : and hath given us 
ſuch-repeated proofs'that the/e are his ſe vants 
to miniſter to us in the way. For after ſo ma- 
ny #lluftrations as J have had of Chriſtianity from 


this repreſenting ſyſtem, I cannot view it in 


any other light than as a tabernacle of teftimony, 
Sc. on whole etherealcurtains and flreaked veil 
we ſtill ſce cherubims i. e. SIMILITVDEsofthe 
GrxaT PzRsoNs in the Gop HEAD preſent 
themſelves to the contemplative ſoul, as once 
they were ſeen on the veil and on the curtains 
of Mojes's ** pattern of heavenly things:“ and 
within'which my dear and meeter REDEEMER, 

its 


the apofile expreſsly declares they ate the badet we want, 
nd has actually applied them as ryper, And on theſe accounts 
believe them to be fuch. For the lerter no more ſuffers, as 
it has been objected it would, by ſuch a ſpiritual 9 
of SS, hen it has the lerter for its ground, (as it akvays mu 
haye to be true) than St. Paul's ſpiritual interpretation of 
Hagar biflory, or of the lato deſtroys the letter of them: 
no more than the -xprefſion of a finely-executed picture de- 
ſtroys its exi/ffence, On the contrary it is true that the gram- 
deur of the defign adds to the beauty of the painting, And if 
fo, it is apparent with what diſodwantog he will view it 
wha ſeparates them, and not to be wondered at, that on fuct: 
a view the very excellencies of the ſacred drawings ſhould be, 
as they actually have been with a forwardneſs of judgment, 
deemed reprehenſible b/emifbes : though even then a modeſt 
mind would rather accuſe itſelf of a want of taſte and diſ- 
cernment than impeach the paintings of fuch a maſterly hand as 
Gody*'sis, I cannot conclude this note without obſerving that 
the beathens in the hiſtory of their founders have fabled their 
gods to lead them under the form of a 15 and by a cloud. 
(See Virg. Eu. 590, 605, 632,) and the Mexicans alſo, Soo 
Univerſ, Hiſt, 


wI 
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its lovelier builder gave up bis ineſtimable life 
before he went into the true he of halies, into the 
higbeſt heavens—as a tabernacle wherein we alſo, 
as bearing in our earthy frame this image, muſt 
ſuffer together with him, being made canſurm- 
able to his death; before: we can be raiſed in a 
body made, like his, ſpiritual and glorious by the 
operation of the divine PERSONS upon it, as our 
preſent bodies are formed under Gon by the 
natural agents; and before thus raiſed we can 
enter into the place beyond this vel of nature, 
whither our fere- runner JESUS is gone, and 

where. 


(„% The Cherubim are a part of the Moſaic inſtitution that 
has been leaſt underſtood for ſeveral ages and e miſre- 
preſented, What they ſignify is confefſed by the Fews 
to be the very Hence and marrow of their religion and to 
explain their chief myſteries. And in order to the under- 
ſtanding of them they made a knowledge of the creation ne- 
ceſſary. See Excerpra Gemaræ de opere currus apud Hottinger. 
go, 53, 89. For they hold they have a {erat and a myffical 
tenſe, though Maimoni des More Newochim, p. 1. c. 17. p. 20. 
P. 2. c. 39. p. 273. ſays their o05ſcurity hath occaſioned the. 
45 of a great many myſteries contained in the Mercave or 

ariot, and eſpecially becauſe no book hath been written 
to explain it, And that there is a great myſtery in them 
appears from the place they had in the holy of bolres and 
from the particular charge given to make them on the cur, 
tains Sc. St. Paul's deſcription of them as ** cherub:ms of 
glory, Heb, ix. of which be lad not time to ſpeak 
particularly“ leads us alſo to conclude ſome plorrous truth 
was ſignified by them, and may induce every reader to defire 
ſome explication of it, I cannot therefore forbear giving him 
a brief account of this capitaſ piece of the Moſaic paintings. 
The word cherubim, as a compound of 5 K or 1) Ker and 
Ren ſignifies the fimilitudes or ſculptures of the Gntar 
Ox Es. And theſe fimilitudes we find in'Zz-4. c. 1. & c. 10. 
to conſiſt of a plurality of heads : 1. of a %, 2. of a en 
Joined 3. to a man's head, and 4. cf an cgi, in ene body, 
: 4 
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where the temple conſiſts not of fgurative ex- 
hibitions to the raiſing of our hope, but of the 
eriginals, the Lox Dp Gop and the Lans, 
Nor can I view this ſyſtem in this light and not 
be led, whilſt I admire the vifible works of 
Gon, by. a ſweet aſcent to the more endearing 
contemplation of the harmoniouſly complex 
deſign of the goſpe/—-to fee, how much they, 
who ſhew not forth its wiſdom in their lips 
and its power in their hves, depart as much 
from the ends for which nature was formed, as 

they 


4 

according to the precept in Ex. xxv. 17, 19. to make them of 
exc undivided go/den ſubſtance, In which view of them, admit - 
ting ther to be the figures the divine Sri calls them in the 
fame chapter he ſpeaks of them in Heb. ix. 9. & 24, I con- 
ceivewe muſt own them to ſhadow ſorth ** a like p/urality in 
Alike unity;** becauſe © a plurality in unity“ is here plainly 
drawn out to us. Our next enquiry then muſt be <vbar plura- 
lity in unity this is which they repreſent, And when we 
come to examine into the fign;ficancy of the ſymbols here 
mentioned we find 1. the / or ox uſed ſor a ſymbol of the 
frre—2. the lon for a ſymbol of the light z. the ZIWR man 
for a ſymbol of the (MR) g ound or eartby nature——and 4. 
the eagle for a ſymbol of the ſprrit or air or wind, Theſe 
ſymbols then are a :epreſentation of the s poxuers or agents 
which have viſibly the rue in the world: fre, light joined 
to the earth it acts in and the {pri in one body of the bea- 
wens, Which doubtlets gave rite to the Rabb:nical notion of 
four celeſtial living intelligent bodics, and fcur elements 
being fignified in Zs viſion, See Excerpta Gm, &c. 
ejpud Hettinger. But was this the whole they fignificd ? 
No. This is but the furface ; as the Jews in the book juſt 
cited tell us, adding, if we dive farther into it we ſhall 
*< diſcover the eſſence of Go Dp, his attributes and perfections, 
the nature of ae and the ſtate of the ſoul after death.“ 
But wwber they did realy ug,, will be very obvious to my 
z<ader, if he will recolict that we have ſeen all na/ure made 
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they do from thoſe for which the goſpel was gi- 
ven, to pray „ the Gop of our Lord JESUS 


« CHRIST, the Father of GLorky may give 
SIC | « unto” 


to be deſcriptive of ſpiritual thin nd that the divine Tri- 
nity have taken the names and offices of theſe created powers. 
For to draw it up in a way of argument; the fre, light in the 
earth and ſpirit are emblems of the divine Trinity, 1. of the 
Father as ** a conſuming fire, 2. of the Gop-Man as a 
divine light in a human nature, and 3. of the divine Com- 
forter as a holy ſpirit in one Jenovan, f. But the cherubbic 
heads of 1. the ox, 2. of a /ion joined to the 3. face of a man, 
and 4. of the eagle in cxe body were emblems or figures of 
theſe angels or agents, fire, light joined to the earth and jpr- 
rit ; therefore the cherubim were emblems of the divine Trim? 
in Uzity. So that we may ſtate the cherubim and their double 
fignificancy thus, 


THE CHERUBBIC HEADS. 


1. The Ox. 2. The Lion joined to the 3. The Man (O78) 
4. The Eagle | 
In one body 
Symbols of 
1. The Fire 2. The Light joined to 4. The Earth (938) 
4. The Spirit 
? In one heaven: 
Which are the ſcriptural pes of 
| II. III. 
The Far uE, The Gro Jexovan united to The Max 
In CxMAIS T IESsus, ; 
IV. 
The Hory SrrxrT 
Ix ONE ESSENCE. 


And from this ſcriptural ſtate the humble mind will perceive 
wiſdom riſing into the ſoul and ſhewing it the propriety with 
which this heaven-revealed and moſt eminent breroglyphic, 
theſe ſimilitudes of Go, ſtood in the holy of holies, the de- 
clared figure of the true beaven, where Gov dwelleth veiled 
from us. For how could i have been the figure of the 
other, if the glorious Trinity in the one, before whom CAI 
the Sox was to offer his rea/ blood once in his courſe, had not 
been ſbadetoed forth by theſe . cherubims of glory in this 
o/ 


* 
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«© unto” us all „the SpIRIT of wiſdom and 
c revelation for the acknowledgment of him; 


« that, the eyes of our underſtanding being en- 
&« [ioht- 


„her, beſore whom the typical prieſt ſhould offer tlie __—_ 
blood once, in the courſe IS. natural Jun, 2. He may ſee the 
itneſi wich which they were placed on the curtains of that ta- 
bernacle which was a figure of his body, in whom was to ap- 
pear the image of GOD. And zdly, he may perceive the ta- 
bernacle contained and exhibited no other ideas of the Gop- 
AE AD than what nature preſents to us: becauſe it ſymbolically 
made uſe of the agents in the natural world to repreſent the 
fpirituakperſons, as they exiſt with relation to us, under the 
covenant of grace, in order to our ſpiritual life, For to fay 
with the Fetus they were figures of angels, if we underſtand 
the natural agents (ſent to perform God's will, Wi eiii. 20. 
is true. But then they were more, they were fimilitudes or 
viſions of Jexovan, as they are called, Excl. i. 28. becauſe 
theſe natural agents were ſuch: whence the faces are termed 
the Faces or perſons of Jenovan, anſwerable to the preſence of 
God in Heb. ix. 24. But to ſay with ſome, that they ſtood for 
created ſpirits of a higher ordec called angels, is to involve men 
in a moſt ſhocking abſurdity. For we are bound by divine 
authority, to own that the tabernacle is the figure of the body 
ef CHR1sT, And were there angels of this kind in him? No, 
The fullneſs of the GopurAap dwelt and reſided in bim and 
therefore their figures did in the tabernacle, which was a ſha- 
dow of his body, So that when the ve ſhould be rent, as it 
was, When the irue bigh prieſt offered his ſacrifice, men might 
have a demonſtration that there was acceſs ſor them to the 
perſons of ſeuovau, as there was now to theſe legal ſhadows 
of them, and as there che for the bodies of behevers when 
nature's cherubims, the fire and light and ſpirit and earth ſhall 
be done away. on his ſccond coming, as the Mcfaic cherubims 
have been on his fir appearance. For had we no light from 
the name, were it as doubtful as a man could either make or 
wiſh-it to be, yet the very ſymbols and form bear us out in our 
reference ot this natural image, the cherubim, to the Trinity: 
and nat only theſe, but their tuation in a figure of beaven, 
and the necefſ:y of the ſimilitudes of the great Perſons being 
g there to make it a pattern of heavenly things and laſtly the 
correſpandence there is by means of this typical exhibition be- 
G tween the tabernacle of Moſes and the rabernacie of the hea» 
= veng, Pf. xix. 4. all conſpire to abhſpb this important truth, 
1 Viz, that the cberubim were ** the limilitudes cf the „ 
| ( er- 
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ce [ightened, we may know (more and. more) 
« what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
« riches of the GLoRy of his inheritance in the 
REELS... & ſaints, 


Perſons of © the GOoDH TAD.“ And it is on their being ſo, 
that theſe expreſſions ; I heard the noiſe of their wings as 
„ the voice of the Almighty'*—the Loxp is come up into 
the camp. The ſhadow of his wings." **:Under his 
« feathers, (whence came the uſe of plumes on belmets” &c.) 
are grounded. For here Gop promiſed to commune with 
Moſes, in order to ſhew, that it is when we are before him, 
as the divine Trinity reconciled thro* the blood of CazrsT, 
he will alone hold fellowſhip or communion with us. And 
this ſenſe of the figures St, Chryſeſtom, in his epiſtle to The. 
odorus on his lapſe, vol. 2. p. 1. appears to have had. 
For ſpeaking of what greater reaſons he had to Jament 
his ſtate than Feremiab had to mourn for Feruſalem and 
the temple, and amongſt other things, for the art and the 
cherubim, he ſays of:;his ſoul, there were in it what were much 
more precious than theſe /ymboli—— 4yT7s I K1C@Ts #; = 
xs & Xeigor, Y TETY TATECR KI I WACZKANTOY 
#740 iÞeviuvor ev aura, -N rw , © Tn. 
«« ftead of the ark and the cherubim it had CunnsT and his 
« Father, and the Paraclete (or Hot GM) ſeated in it; — 
© hut now no more. Nor was this part of the Moſaic ritual, 
the MWD Pen Jexovan, without a corrupt imitation a- 
mongſt the heathen, The di penates, the divum fimulachra in 
Virg, Au. 2. 517. are well known tohave been uſed amongſt 
them, To thels we find them affigning a particular place in 
their — and penetralia in Virg. An. 1. 510. and in 
their houſes - ſuppoſing the preſence of their geds in them. 
Cic, de Nat. deor, I. 2. G2. Virg. En. 1. 382. giving them 
a Erightneſs and glory covering them, when about to direct 
them. Effigies ſacræ diwum—Phrygii penater—multo manifeſt; 
lumine 3. 149.—burning incenſe Georg, 4. 379. E. 2. 717.— 
and offering libations to them En. 1. 709, 740. Areas is re- 
preſented to be admoniſbed by them as oracular, 3. 173. tocar- 
ry them with him as his guide, Eu. 2. 92, 93.—· 15. Virgil 
alſo deſcribes them as placed under an encirc/ing ade 2.514. 
within a curtain or weil, Eu. 3. 92. And as we the 
bull and lion in the rites of Mithras, ſo we find compound fi- 
gures in Egypt and Samos, For, to mention no more inſtan- 


ces, in Mr, Nixon's account of the ebair or sd (for they 
alſo placed their gods in chariots or ſellas) conſecrate by yay 
0 
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de fajnts, and what is the exceeding greatneſs 


_ #© of his power towards vs who believe, (4) that 


c we may be changed by the ſame SPIRIT into 
de his image:“ as once from the law to the 
goſpel, ſo from this glory which now is to that 
glory which is to be revealed. 

O how inexpreſſihly great is that GLory! Can 


a mere man in his preſent mortal body ſee it and 


live? The SS has long ago determined that he 
cannot (x) — and with the greateſt truth. For if 


the 


of Xctets netov or grace-gift to Ii, Ofiris and Anubis, and 
found buried at Eon in „ e 'v L2G we meet with a 
griffn, the compound of a /ton's body and eagle's head and 
wings carved on the ſides, as ſupporters to their god Oftris, fire; 
which indeed has the [ighr, ſignified by the lion, and the ſpirit, 
which the eagle is a ſymbol of to ſuſtain it: for they exiſt all 
together, And amongſt later heathens we find, not only 
Pagods with a partition, ſo that nothing in the chancel can be 
ſeen; but ido/s within them——alfo incenſe hurned to them as 
in China, Univ, Hift. f Relig, Cerem. Vol. 4. 231. At 
Fapan a ſet, who adore the ſyn and moon, worſhip their 

under the form of an idol with three heads 279. and 
— in their temples a winged lion, griffins, taggs, &c. 342. 
ſacrificing exen, Cc. For the devil's main deſign was and 
is not ſo much to alter.rites, as to ſeduce men to uſe them 
in ſervice to another god. Whence it is we meet with ſo ma- 
ny footſteps of the Moſaic rituals and of this antediluvian in- 
ſtitution of the cherubrm amongſt the apoſtate nations. For 
this we find was one of the high ſigniſancy, which did indeed 
ſhew men in a figure thoſe divine Agents, thro* whoſe inter- 
pong offices, in our hehalf, lies man's way to life and im- 
mortality. And may we receive them in their offices and the 
experience their miniſtration of grace towards us, and in us, 
that we may ſhew their image forming in our renewed hearts 
and lives, till we have it perfect ed in glory. See the note on 
the oe. 

(e) Epb. i. 18, c. (nu) 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

(x) Exod, xxxiii. 20, And this the heathens expreſſed in 
their fables of Semele's death by their Jupiter's manifeſtation 
of himſelf in his g/ory, and by Agen s puniſhment for look- 
ing on Diana, See Ovid, Metam. | | 
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the texture of the ſenſe is ſo feeble that i it cannot 
ſtedfaſtly behold this created ſun in the flrong 
ſhine of its beams; and generally ſeeks to be hid 
and covered from, becauſe often deſtroyed, by 
the lightning's glare, it muſt of courſe be far leſs 
able to ſuſtain itſelf againſt the manifeſtation of 
a ſuperior glory. And yet that the GLoRy, to 
be revealed on the riſing of the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs in the fullneſs of his luſtre on us, after this 
night of things which is “ far ſpent, () muſt 
be ſuperior, we find nature ſignify in the ſupe- 
riority of the glory of the ſun which has ſucceed- 
ed the night of this world, Nor leſs may we 
gather it from the reaſon of the thing. For if 
there is glory in the creature, there muſt be more 
in the Creator. So that as I fee with what pro- 
priety $$ introduces a ſuperior and extraordinary 
manifeſtation of a pile glory, attending Gop's 
appearance in the tabernacle and temple (z) and 
his prophets (a) as fruck with the ſight of it and 
falling down as dead; I ſee alſo that were this 
glory to be reveal'd in that full effulgence, which 
ſo far exceeds every of theſe created repreſenta- 
tions of it to my ſenſes, I could not bear it, but 
my preſent body would die under its piercing 
irradiation, Then nothing leſs than its change 


into a 'ſþrritual body, and ſenſes made ſpiritual 
and fitted for the viſion, as my preſent ſenſes are 


for 


(y) Rom, Xiji, 12. + (z) Exod. xl. $4.—1 Kings viii. 11. 
() Exod. xx. 18. —Levit, ix. 24. eh. V 14 Ext. 
i. 28. Cc. Rev. I. 17. 
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for the fight of this light, as well as a /oul per. 
fected in a love, caſting out fear, () can live in 
the fruition of it, In which view the aptne/ſs with 
which this (e) transformation of the wind into 
love and this (a) change of the body are purchaſed 
and promiſed, as introductory to our ſeeing Gon 
appears; and that with which men are repreſent- 
« ed, in the day (e) of the LogD of hoſts, which 
« will be upon all the pictures of deſire, to go 
ac into the holes of the rocks and into the cave; 
& of the earth, for fear of the Lo RD and for th: 
« glory of his majeſty,” The extravagance and 
fad confuſion of thoſe alſo are ſeen who “ reject- 


* 


4 ing the law of the LoR D“ pretend to have 


more than Moſes had, and to a direct intuitian of 


divine light in this fleſh, without the medium 


of the Worp revealing it in zatural charac- 
ters to the ſenſe, and thro” the ſenſe to our hearts, 
And if nature, in the effects of the ſuperior blaze 
on the ſight and ſcorched herbs, &c. takes up 
and enforces this prophetic denunciation on them 
who refuſe the fir/? riſings of heavenly /ight; 
© Therefore (/) as the fire devoureth the fubble, 
<« and the flame conſumeth the chaff, ſo their 
« root {hall be as rottenneſs, and their b/oſom 
% ſhall go up as dt; becauſe they have co/t a- 
« way the law of the LoRD of hoſts and deſpi- 


« {ed the word of the HoLy One of Jſrael;” 
if 


b obn iv. 18, e) Rom. Xii. 2. 
3 . v. 31. (e) To, ll, 10, 7 (f) v. g. 


—_ 2 v  . 5. a: 
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if ſhe /hews me the ſoul, fallen as it is from glory, 
could never by reaſon of its ſpiritual corruption 
have any viſion of Gon, without a change of it 
by the altering righteouſneſs of the incarnate 
Wor d, ſhe /hews me too that the natural body, 
as it is and without a change of-it by the ſame 
Wok, cannot enjoy the viſion of the ſuperior 
glory which SS promiſes and nature pre- ſigniſies 
to me. But in that bleſſed hour, when this cur- 
tain of nature ſhall be drawn up, when weſhall 
receive the adoption,” the (g) redemption of our 
body, when our perſons ſhall be born again from 
the grave into the image of the ſecond man, this 
laſt Adam, and into a perfect ſpiritual capacity 
for a full viſion of what men, regenerate in 
CHRIST to favour, are trained up in'the par- 
tial ſight of under the fir/? riſings of the light, and 
of what they rejoiced in the faith and hope and 
love of: then ſhall a proſpect open, as far beyond 
that which Moſes ſaw from Nebo's top, and 7/- 
rael, on his death, entered into (þ), as Canaan's 
moſt fruitful parts, tho* richer far than theſe a- 
round me, were beyond the moſt barren waſtes 
of the wilderneſs they had paſſed thro*' ; more 
by far beyond the moſt exalted fate and hopes of 
ſoul on earth, than ſuch a ſtate is beyond the moſt 
Joyleſs and unſanctiſied one. Heavens, like 
theſe indeed, an earth, like this, and a city; 
(for 

(x) Rom, wil, 23. ee 
*(5) In Deut. xxxiv. 4. we have this eminent type of 


CaurisT's reſting in bope, and of our entrance into this ſtate 
of grace by baptiſm into bia death, 
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(ſor in what elſe is it agrecable to nature to con- 
ceive perſens and crawned perſons to live?) 
but (i) net and holy heavens, even the beatific 
influences of the divine Agents—a new and hoh 
earth in the fellowſhip of the exa/ted and new 
man, CHRIST, and a Hy city, (4): the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, where nothing wnclean can enter.— 
and a/{(LoRD, grant the prayer of the ambition 
which thy free love encourages my unworthy ſoul 
to make, and ſecure to me the poſſeſſion) all fulloſ 
GLORY — GrLORY as far exceeding this pre- 
ſeut flood of day, as this exceeds the dim · ſhin- 
ing of the lamp, by which the induſtrious ſpouſe, 
in yonder cottage amidſt the viney ard, (I) was fo 
% 4d» \ 4 «2 lately 

(i) Tſai. Ixv. 17. 6 +14 | 

) Rev. xxi. 2, My reader will find the fineſt deſcriptions 
of Cur 1sT, our refuge, in whoſe walls of ſalvation If, xxvi. 
1. we are gathered, as members of ore body, Sc. and whoſe 
foundation is laid in him, the firſt- born, 1 Kings xvi. 34. un- 
der the natural image of a city: whence we are called fellow. 
citizens, ©c, And may we ſhew ourſelves ſo by being of one 
mind with the body and not ſcceding from its communion or with- 
drawing ſubj:&#ion to them whom Go p ſets over us init; as he 
does in his zatura/ com ſet earthly rulers or magiſtrates, 
Ec, under the king, over earthly cities. For let us conſider, 
that if a ſyſtem of things without a ſimilar eſtabliſhment is un- 
natural, a ſimilar ſubjection in our Zion muſt be our duty here, 
as what will be our perfef? ſervice in the holy city above, 

(1) In Iſaiab i. 8. the my ical church, is thus deſcribed—ſo 
that men ſhould not only enquire whether they are in the 
vineyard of the wifible church, planted of Go, (though this 
is one point to be regarded, becauſe there is no reaching the 
cottage but through the wineyard) but ſhould alſo ſeriouſly 
conſider whether they are members of the myſtical church, which 
lies within this, as the inward and . within the 


outwward and viſible form, contracted into a ſmall compals, like 
a cottage in the vineyard ; members living in the faith and * 
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lately lighted to her works. As far more decla - 


rative of the wonderful harmony of the works 
of Gop in his ſpiritual cxconomy, and of the 
correſpondency of the ſeveral parts of it in the ſy- 
ſtem of revelation and nature, than our preſent 
light is, as this full-ſhining fur is a greater ma- 
nife/ler of the works of the creation than the 
ſhine of a far is, and as much more exhibitive of 
his holineſs and juſtice and power and mercy 
and goodneſs and greatneſs and bleſſing to my 
ſoul, For SS ſtill applying nature's characters 
ſays, „“ there ſhall be a new heaven and new 
earth—no more death, neither ſorrow nor crying; 
no more pain, no more curſe: and they ſhall 
ſee his face, and his NAME ſhall be on their fore- 
heads, and there ſhall be 20 night there; and 
they need ns candle, neither the light of the ſun, 
the ſun ſhall no more give /ight by day, neither 
for brightneſs ſhall the moon give /zght unto thee, 
But the LorpD, the ANTIENT OF DAYS, () 

Tett veſted 


of the grace they were baptized into, and in a 5umble uſe of 
the means to promote them, For it is an alarming particular 
and worthy of remembrance, that the Iſraelitifþ church became 
ſo corrupt that their rulers were, in Go »'s eſtimation, ** rue 
ers of Sodom**—and the people the “ people of Gomorrab,”* 
and only a ſmall remnant left.-May we take the admonition 
it ſuggeſts, whilſt it pleaſes Go p to corre# us, and turn to him 
that ſmites us, neither revelt more and more from him. May 
the droſs of hereſy and impiety be purged away from us, and 
we be the converts redeemed with righteouſneſs,” that 
this cottage may be ſo enlarged as to become an extenſive 
communion, a faithful city, 

(n) Dan, vii. 9. thus naturally images Cun1sT, to whom 
% dominion and glory and a kingdom”? is given: “that all 
*« people, nations and languages ſhould ſerve lum.“ wer, 14, 
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veſted in purity immaculate, whit? as the heaven- 
deſcended ſnow, and with raatant attributes 
then flowing down with ſtrong con viction, clear 
in judgment's cee inquiſition of the foul Han- 
ders of ungodly men, and bright as the golden 
woolly locks, ſhall riſe on our raptured eyes and 
be, (fleece, how far more worth our winning 
than the prize of fabled Argonauts!) ouR 
EVERLASTING LIGHT. And our INCAR- 
NATE cop, who once was ſeen by Chebar's 
(n) pellucid fream, enthroned in heaven-repre- 
ſenting ſapphire, as nature's ſun high placed in 
azure sky by the glittering foods, with, “ as 
* it were, the appearance of fire and brightneſs 
% round about him,” even the MosT ILLUS- 
TRIOUS JEsSUs, who took part of our earthy 
nature to form the neareſt and tendereſt reta- 
tions to us of FRIEND, BROTHER, FATHER, 
HUSBAND, and then ſet in Hoody form, as this 
world's ſun, under our ſcarlet guilt, to give us 
in himſelf for ouR PROPERTY apurifying sA- 
CRIFICE, MERIT of GRACE and the PRICE 
of HEAVEN, hall be ſeen, by the more clear 
and refreſhing fream from the fide of our na- 


true 


(n) „ The fimilitude of the pure one, the Son, Pſal. ii. 
12,-Ezek, i. 1 and 3, fo deſcribes the maniſeſtation of Gon 
to him. And it is far from being improbable it was from 
our having Gr ozy by the waters iſſuing to cleanſe us from 
Cnnrs7's fide, and from ſome tradition. of the ropbetic re- 
preſentations of it, that the heathen god, the Cle Apollo, 


whoſe prieſt was called @4vpay faultleſs, Homer's Ihe 1, was 
fabled to be had by Tethys the daughter of Oceanut, as well as 
irom the light's ſeeming to riſe ſrom the ſea, | 
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ture in him, and (O! may I always deſpiſe e- 
very ame of a reproachful world for ſuch a joy 
ſet before me) ſhall be Our GL.ory. A Sun 
never (o) going dawn to leave us in heavineſs, 
but always pouring forth in ſweetet diffuſion, to 
increaſe our high debt of praiſe, bleſſings ſo much 
more countleſs than theſe rays, which ever fince 
light's birth day cheared the world, that theſe 
before them ſcem eaſter to numerate than an ixi- 
tiatory ſum to young beginners in Arithmetic ; 
and yet Hlaſſings not more countleſs for multitude 
than ineſtimable for worth; becauſe enriching us 
with the inexbauſtible treafures of the FULNEss 
OF THE GODHEAD in CHRIsT—4#: then evi 
dently the new-formed work of the mighty hand 
of CHRIsT—us then no more to hunger (p), 
no more to thirſt (as here we do and muſt who | 
would be filled) but endowed by the victorious : 
LAus out of his matchleſs conqueſts in the 
heavenly Canaan (4) with an enduring znbert- 
tance—fed and ſuftained with the rich produdts 
of his mercy ;—led by him ſaſe under the crimſon 

Tertt 2 ſtan- 


(o) If my reader will recollect that there is a time in - 
ture when certain parts of the earth have no night, though bo- 
ſore in the greateſt darkneſs, as Greenland, &c. he will ſee, I 
think, how confiftently with nature SS promiſes in the ſpiri- - 
tual ſyſtem a like nigbtieſi day to the faithful, who before ſat 
in great darkneſs, 

(p) Rev, vii. 15. 

(9) Fob. xiv. x5, 16, &c. Where the Hol Y Sri r gives 
him who has eyes to ſee, inthe diwvifion of the typical land con- 
quered by the :ypical Foſbus or Feſus to the people, and in the 


typical ſituations or cities they had under typroas names, a na - 
tural 
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ſtandard of his bleeding love to fountains of living 


with eaſy ſpread thine arms far beyond the 


* 
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water and never ceaſing flreams of animating , 
power ;—and from theſe /at:sfied abundantly as 
out of a river, with his holy and happy making 
pleaſures (7) of righteouſneſs, peace, and Joy in 
the HoLy GHrosr, for ever and ever. 

And ſay, moſt graſping deſire, that ſtretcheſt 


reach of land and ſea, that not content with 
prefent things catcheft with /arger embrace at 
gratifications ix the womb of future months and 
years, to fill the growing compaſs of thy thought, 
and that even then findeſt not in the eye's luſt or 
life's pride to ſatiate thy vaſt craving, ſay whe- 
ther this ſpacious preſpect, that is not, like our 
earthy views, limited, to make us curious for , 
what is beyond them, but knows no other bounds 
than the breadth and length and depth and height 
of God's love, does not offer thee a prov:/ion as 
far ſuperior to the ſcenes we now behold under 
this temporary luminary, as the heaven is higher 
than the earth, as far beyond the comprehenſion 
of thy mojt expanded wiſh as eternity is beyond 
time. Should ſuch a proſpect then be negleQed ? 
If it would be matter of wonder to fee rich fields 

on 
twrol refreſentation of the portioning out of the ſpiritual inbe- 
ritance won by Jxsus CurisT, and of the ſpiritual firuations 
he had in his ſeveral charactert as a Benjamin, i. e. Son of 
« the right hand,“ and as Cc. and of thoſe which his me- 
bers have, as ſuſtaining like ſpiritual characters in Cu AAT, 


in the Fate of grace. 
(r) Pſal, XXxVI. 8. — Rem. xiv. 17. 
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on earth Jiſowned and undeſired, ſhould it not be 
more ſo to find the everlaſting mountains (s) and 
celeftial fields (t) fraught with fuch ſuperior bliſs 
paſs unregarded and unſought ? Doubtleſs it 
ſhould, And tranſitory enjoyments go not unne- 
ticed. The promiſing ffelds J fo lately came 
through could ſtir up defire in Auaro's breaſt. 
Not content with his former poſſeſſions he fix- 
ed his eye on theſe, for their contiguzty to his o- 
ther grounds, in order to lay field unto field, (u) 
as well as for the richneſs of their ſoil, Eager 
to obtain them he enquired into the terms they 
were to be had upon and approving them, and 
fearful leſt he ſhould not be able to raiſe the 
money in time for the pu rchaſe, diſmiſſed his ſer- 
vant, did his work Himſelf, and, deeming all his 
pains that led to ſuch an advantageous end plea- 
ſures, made a daily ſacrifice of ret; nay, of the 
neceſſaries of life, nay further of duty and repa- 
tation to gain the idol creature. For he forgot not 
to grind the faces of the poor (x), and to reduce 
them lower and lotber as the miliſlone does the 
grain : his tenants by encreaſing the weight of 
their already heavy rents ; his fellow creatures 
by bearding of corn in order to make a ſcarcity 
and then ſelling it out at an adpanced.price. So 
violently did his defire to enjoy a little earthy 
heritage inſtigate him to uſe every means, even 
the moſt unju/frfiable, till he had raiſed the ſum 

re- 

(s) J. xv. 9. () xxx.15. (7) IJ. v. 8. (*) H. ili. x5. 
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requiſite for the purchaſe. And then with what 
tranſport did he make it? With what jay did he 
enter upon the poſſeſſion? But for what # To 
prove by experience its unſatisfying nature, and 
its inability to allay the pains of approaching age, 
40 turn aſide the arrow of death, much leſs to do 
away, what gives this arraw all its point, his fig 
from the conſcience, and give him a mind re- 
newed in faith and love: nay, its inability even 
to ſatiate the very deſire it raiſed, as leaving it 
ſtill craving, ſtill graſping with equal diſap- 
paintments for like gratifications. O] what a 
noble virtue had this deſire been, if it had been 
under grace directed to its proper objects. But 
naw, by being degraded into the ſervice of the 
fleſh, what avile affeftion is it become! For whillt 
it ſtill purſues, in Avars's tortured breaſt, the 
graſs of the field that withereth (y), it can (O 
glaring proof of our nature's overthrow !) fuper- 
ficially view the richer © inheritance that fadeth 
nat away, eternal (z) in the heavens,” and with 
cold averſion reject, and (what's franger {till 
to tell) can raiſe objections to the fields of blil; 
thick-ſet with immortal fruits of the sp IRI, to 
the heavenly Eden: where JesUs, Sharer's 
bleeding roſe, from (a) thorns indeed lifts up his 

never- 


(9) J. XI. 7. (z) 1 Pet. i. 4.— 2 Cor. v. 1. 

(a) Cant. ii. 1,—ii, 2. compared carefully with Micah 
Vii. 4.—Nab. i. 0.— Lam. i. 14. and Matt. xxii. 29. will 
make the roſe in our gardens blow from the briar, not only 
to pleaſe the ſight or ſmel!, but to plead its bleeding Creator's 
love to the Heart of the bebalder, 
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never-fading head in the boſom (I) of the F a- 
THER, to ſtop by the diffuſive fragrance of his 
accepted mediation all notice of our fin, and to 


ſweeten us for God. The terms on which he 


holds the grace inCHR1$ST, once freely made over 
and ſealed to him in the holy /aver, though 
without money and without price, he thinks not 
worth his enquiry. *Tis painſul to him to diſ- 
courſe on the riches of this holy ground — more ſo 
to a the believer, and to ſollicit in early hour for 
the abounding of the love of Gop towards him, 
whoſe bounty, (how ſuperior to man's !) is beſt 
pleaſed and moſt di/pen/ed when moſt intreated— 
and ſtill more /o to wait for this by the means, 
under the binding word of promiſe and under 
the ſacramental /ea/s.—For this he grudges the 
leaſt ſe/f-denial. The ſacrifices of luſt and plea- 
ſures, the (c) inward crucifixion of his affec- 
tions, the circumciſion of his heart from fleſhly- 
mindedneſe, and the giving up his members and 
his life to Gop in the way of his duty are ſur- 
renders he thinks too great, and affects not to 
have that by CHRIST in him, which the want of 
will complete his ruin, namely, “ the (d) earneſt 
« of the inheritance,” theSPIRIT of CHRIST: 
more ſenſeleſs than the man who, in the ſevereſt 
poverty, ſhould refuſe co- heritage in this fine ma- 
nor, For tell me of this or other earthy poſſeſ- 
lions, how fink they as conſcicus of what man 
{hould ſee, of their vaſt inequality of compati- 


ſon 
(6) Jobni, 18. (ec) Gal. v. 244 (4d) Eph. i. 14. 
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ſon before this enduring ſubſlance, as faintly 
pictured food, as ſhadowed wealth! Yet this 
is Avaro's caſe; and it is far from being an un- 
commin one. He ſeeks to be rich in this, but 
not in Gop, and boaſts himſelf a GAINER. 
But how is the ſordid fave to ſuch a tyrant luſt 
miſtaken! His gain in appearance is in truth 


his 4%; his covetouſneſs more than the prodigaP'; 


extravagance(e). For he is ſquandering away 
what be can never retrieve, hours formed for 
holy converſe to live on husks indeed—foregoing 
the ' riches of his heavenly Father's houſe, and 
the inheritance in the ſaints for to fol/ow his luſts 
with adulterated (/) heart, and bartering away 
with undiſtinguiſhing eye more than diamonds 
for du; his ſpiritual (g) birth-right, the once 
ſealed grace of Gop, his righteouſneſs, ſpirit, 
Iiſe and kingdom. 

"Tis in Fido, true covetouſneſs is conſpicu- 
ous, who, (5) ſeeing by faith Him that is 
inuiſeble and of majeſiy to which no terms, no 
thoughts of man reſpond, and beholding ac- 
cefs to his glorious preſence purchaſed by the 
bleeding Gop, is all on fire for it, and counts all 
things boſs to gain it (i). Full with the immortal 
Bope he looks not to the things (A) that are ſeen 
and are temporal, but to the things which are not 
feen, and are eternal even to the realms of un- 

dimi- 
(+) Late xv, (f) B. (e) Heb. xi. 16. 
(5) Heb, xi, 27, Ci) Pbil. ii. 8. (4) 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
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diminiſhed glory, and husband his time to em- 
pley it with his God; He walks therefore (1) 
circumſpe#ly in theſe evil days and keeps his (in) 
body in ſubjeAion, that it may not be ſubjeR to 
ſin's ſway, nor be a ca/t-away, (u) He mortifies 
his members which are upon the earth, that they 
may live unto God, and empticr of himſelf, as (o) 
he is fuller of the power of CHRIST, ſeeks to 
have all grace abound towards him. Therefore 
he covgts inſtantly (p) in cegſeleſi fervent prayer, 
by the means, the free gifts of the SPIRIT, pur- 
chaſed by him that aſcended up on high to receive 
them for ui, increaſe of faith to lay it (q) out in ex- 
erciſe and patience, thereaſe of love and abilities 
for the enlargement of it, (r) to miniſter more 
abundantly unto the ſaints, and ſo by a my/tical 
operation peculiar to chri/tianity unites covet - 
ouſneſs and liberality in ane fair character. Be- 
ing content with nothing leſs than (5) great 
gain, yet ſatisfied with the leaf? (1) — refting 
ſhort of , nothing le/s thau a heavenly kingdom, 
made over to its faith under the /eals of Gop; 
and yet liberally giving (u) up its all; the ſervice 
of its members day by day; the talents he is poſ- 
ſeſſed of and ſees himfelf accountable for ; and as 
willing io ſurrender (x) his liſe, as a debt due to 
the love of Gop in CHRIST, in order to make 
| Uu u u and 

n, 7775 Mo, -e 


(7) Mat. xxv. 20. () 1 T. iii. 12: (3) 1 Tim. vi. 8. 
(#) Phil, iv. 11. () Ui. 7. (* A; xx. 24. 
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doch, fhew his election fo) ſure,” his *ele&ion to 
\ :tory over death; to GLORY in fields of ever. 
die bliſs. Fol are not ilſeſe Pur" vichin 


| WL 7468 ens! Which are not, ite hes we 
þ We on, ſuch as we can n# mote beep, tan he) 


can keep us from death. Then W V afto 


{ iſhed at his labour in the Loxp? or (as be 
© calls the ſervices which Fido thinks ſcarcè wir- 
| thy the name) at the ſacrifice? which he makes 
in his courſe,” of the Bloom: s youth in the 

remembrance of (y) his CYht of his 2 


to fow to the SPIRIT that he may of the $p1- 
RIT reap life everlaſting (z) —of ba#rbn plea- 


| fares that would Veld him no ſatisfying ruit; 


and of thorny intereſts that only intangle Him fa- 
ſer in the world's perplexity, as if theſe” were 
the certain effects of” ſuper/Iition" and irrational 
Aiſraction? Fond man I môuld' nöt B rather 
be wondered at, that can boar a ftrong puſſun 
for the barren 2 and have none for the 
fruitful feld; that can be ehamòòred with a 
— dunghill, in preference to the offers bf à fich 
* ehampian country ;" though it can yield him 
"nothing but miuſhroons that ate the offspring of 
Agb? Vet Aoars i is the man, burning with de- 


* fire for ſome little part of this ide den f a 


world, though without affection for the ruuſul 


| grace that is in CHRIST and ſtrongly carried 


forth in circumſpect and aſſiduous ib, after 
| b it ia WI 


(x) 2 Pet. i. 10. 5 Eccl, %ii, ti. ( 02. i. 8. 
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the image- creature, theſe idol gods, in prefe- 
rence to the 98 intereft i in the heavenly Va- 
nagn- ind thobgh in the cburſe of it be fact i. 
ces his foul and bo 25 dy, nay crutifies his SA vious 
a freſh, and gives up all the glorious purchaſe he 
made for him. And is he "the falſe enthiflaſt © 
that acts alſardh and irrationally ? Is he the 
man of the leaft honour that has the 124% bo. 
nourable object in view? Then #7 do is the man 
of ſaberneſi and the man of honour ; : Avare the 
wild extravagant and the ſordid groveling. This 
ſerves for poliſhed duft, riches (a) that ſhall paſs | 
away, and which he 4nows nat who ſhall gather, ' 
with a zeal without knowledge, eating up his 
faithand Bebe and love: whilſt Fido is performing 
a ſervice in the liberty of the ſpirit, in ſearch of 
an inheritance, which he has a promiſe of from | 
the Go of #ruth and a well-grounded aſſurance, 
Kill growing with his love, he ſhall obtain: an 
inheritance, which (ſo far do the highe/t hopes 
tall hort of its richneſs,) is. fxceedingly GY 
avove all that we can aa or think. 

Fot! is there in the very deſcription what makes 
the babe in CEnzisr, quickened to faith, leap in 
the womh of the church for joy, under the report 
of the unſeen bliſs : as once (5) the Baptiſ Tprung 
in Elizabeth under the hearing of the bleſſed 
Visciv 's falutation ; ? 1s there in it what amidſt 
the joy at the report kindles holy wiſhfubneſs 

Uuuu 2 for 

(a) Pſal, xcvi. 5. (b) Luce i. 41. 


7% 
for the realms of light, for theſe fields | of im: 
mortality, for the rich variety of fruits unto bo- 
lineſs, borne on CHRIST, the © tree. of life,” 
(a) amidſt te the paradiſe of God, by the pure 
4 river of the chryſtal- like water of life ;” 
flowing for our purification out of the temple of 
his body, as once the ſtream from the pierced 
earth guſhed out of the prophetic edifice for /a- 
cred ſervice ? In ſhort, is there in it what, a- 
midſt this wiſhſulneſs, flars us up with many a 
heaving groan, in our waiting, to queſtion the 
delayed moment with ſouls- already indeed lain 
for the te/timony they held (c),—already delivered 
from the burden of the fe/h, already clothed in 
the white righteouſneſs of the SAvIOuR, but 
fill conſcious that the full receipt is yet to come, 
ſill longing for the ſuperior manifeſtation, and 
to ſay How LONG, O Lorp, HoLY AND 
TRUE? Then what an abounding of joy will 
take place, when the END of all his intermediate 
diſpenſations i is come ] For are not ends always 
in the courſe of nature productive of joy to them 
who are intereſted i in their advantages? With 
what varied carrols, and mazy dance did the jo- 
cund reapers welcome, in the laſt flow team 
gay-decked with rural honours, the harveſt 
from the liberal uplands to the cheared farmer : 
— the high-heaped evidence, that whatſcever a 
man 


4 


(a) Rev. xxii. 1. Cc. (5) Exek, xliii. 1. 
(c) Rev, Vi. 10, Il, 2 8 


701! 

man ſoweth (d), that ſhall he alſo reap of good 
or vi- the full-preſſed gift of HIM, that (e) 
„ watereth the earth and bleſſeth the ſpringing 
« of it,” to all the manifold labours of the h- 
bandman— to all the pains, with which at the 
firſt peep of the day, printing his footſteps in 
the dewy dawn he had oft ſpeeded to the tillage 
of the patient ground? The vallies and dates 
which, laying beyond thoſe hills and winding 
round many a mountain's ide, drink the de- 
ſcending rills and are guarded by their Jowlineſs 
from the chilling blaſts, had, as they paſſed, in 
obedience to HIM that had lately covered them 
with corn, () and now gives them that promiſing 
blade with which they teem, mourned, like their 
ſympathizing SAviouR, with them that (g) 
mourned, and teaching men his ſelf-denial, as 
they went, had reſigned their beauteous heads (5) 
to the ſickle to gladden the boſom of the pining 
poor. But ſoon, as if comforted, they caught the 
pleaſant notes of piping ſwains and wreath- 
crowned maids, and as chearfully exemplifying 
the precept of IE SuS, „the Gop of hills and 
&« yallies,” by his apoſtle, rejoice with them that 
do rejoice, they poured back reſponſive ſounds 
and girt the whole proceſſion. When the pur- 
ple-cheeked grapes, that have hung in many a 
ſultry day, enriched from the /ow-laid branch, 

are 


d) Gal, vi. e) Pſal. 1 . V. 
2 Rom. . un A My (5) LO: 1. 


L 

art gathered for the preſs from the hill's ſull ſide, 
thick / cluſtered as n £{cheol's (i] valley of old. 
or in. Exgedi's (4); vineyard, to chear, the, rural, 
ſeaſt 3 does not the ne fore rejoice the ſpor - 
tive haar ts oft he gatherers; and raiſe that va- 
riety ol. joy which the ſeſtal heathens opce deemed 
religiaus infpixation.: (1); from ſome porrupt: tra- 
dition of, a reſete nge to the gladneſs- yicldiog , 
bleedighitheitrue; vine, CRRNISH D Or; when we, 
view the Jun:born iſſue of the eyer»green „aud, 
ouee conſecrated olige, that, ſpringing, from 
the White, emblematic. four-faced., Hater 
amidſt | the. peace: betakening branch have, 
paſſed / from the lively green of youth into the, 
pallid aſpect of wan afſection, and then ripened 
under, the heatfy/-day, into what, little indicates 
the ſplendid yetnaſt, which, hallowed; the Hh, 
per ſons oſ prophets, prigſis and kings, into all the, 
blackneſs of a maurnſul ſufferer, hanging for, 
man Without beauty on a free, to become face; 
and medicine for human ſervice; ſay, when they 
are ſhaken. down with many a beating to be ſore, 
preſſed ſor us, whether the wei ſounds not; 
with the artleſs acclamations and ſounds of merry- 
hearted dreſſors and hough-crowned gatherers, 

| tripe, 


| (5) HAR orbatus ſuero. 7. /ba/l be deprived or plc lad, 
or drawnoff, as a bunch 0 os gropes.is, being a noun formed as 
WAs. the name of valley in Numb. xxxii g. the type 
of Cir13T - laid for us, — the true vine was, and that 
was to be taken off for us by the Fewrfſh gatherers or congrega- 


ton. 


(0 Cant, i. 14. (1) As in the Bacchanalia, &. 
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atripping'in lively chorus to their home ; And 
laſtly; hen the tranſported uin whothas oft 
dy ſome bubbling brook told out his auſſimaimidſt 
the cooings of the wood loving dove in phinuHe 
notes, obtiind the fair: he loves, ſollo wu mo joy, 
dor n on the Gecuſtionz and greater that that, 
with which he lately brought home the Linabkin 
Che had Toft ? Then He to mm jꝭ, us, 
hat glad voice of t44umph hall fl theryaiging 
earl —but faintly whiſpered by tho s 
- blaſt (e) that with iypic ſound of olch declared 
(what were then doubtleſs thought) :*$goodncid- 
_ « ingy of goed things, even the acreptablr e 
f reflitutiowand norrty to mortgaged poſſaſſions 
and to longing bendſmtu or by the auſpicious 
notes that prochaim the caxqueror's ſutceſs and 
advent from flaughtered foes (p) that ſoughuvhis 
people's favery. — What ineffable harman of 
- ſpirit” will reign in us] how: feebly: told, as in 
vonder catbedral, ſo by alt the my/dic. muſid of 
7 210 4 We 2200 dees be 
(% Lœuitt c. 25. For this was 2 vat reprtſentutom c£ 
the {pra redemption and r&urn from bondage to the Rate 
of the glorious liberty of the children'of Gop, &c. under the 
* + found of the goſpel and under the laſt rrumper, when all that 
hold us in bondage ſhall be broken by the horn of ſaivation,and 
the heavens va away with great noiſe, Lula d. 69. 2 Per, 
ii, 10. as the ſtate of the air is broker by then ef whoſe 
ſounc is eaten HY Ter 68 7:6. the breaking fortb) of the 
air, as of tho . i man into joy, to alte ti ſtate piithngs. 
Hierety expreffing the charge and the gad eil to foilow, +» For 
hat oje Io rn the de have to ſuch a type πν h ,ẽg Great 
ing forth into mirth is the gn of luis join ard ta tius day 
(2) Ps. v. 5. «© GOD is ge wpwith a foatreitherkio x v 
__ << with 'a foand*'ef # trumpet; compar atfiwunk f:.64, 2 Co, 
XV. 52. 
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tbe graceful choir () on the feſtive, dedication 
of the temple, that magnificent figure of CHRIS, 
and of the church, his body, raiſed in GLORY ; 
ben the (welling ergans and the well; tuned 
.- mbals: and the, ſprightly pſalterzes., and the 
mirthful harps and the emulating. voices of 1/- 
- Tacl's white robed band: who, placed in nume- 
ros order on Sion's hill, under the prefiding Gop 
that (r) ſhewed them /ight, and filled not from 
fabled Ca/iaka's ſpring, but with the <* living 
<<. waters of the 8P1RiT,” joined their: plauſive 
ſong, and the lengthened clarions from..tbe trum- 
pets of the hallowed prigſis, ranked, in. long and 
emblematic ſeries. all loudly aſſociated in fulleſt 
compaſs to celebrate. As (5) on“ (that is) 
with higheſt union and celeſtial concord, the fa- 
vourite theme, as ſeen by faith completed. in the 
figure, * the (t) graciouſneſs and everlaſting 
6«:mercy of JEHOVAan.” O! what exaltation 
ſhall all our powers be expanded into, but poor- 
ly though once bef# figured by the graceful, 
though reproached ge/tures,. by the joy-expreſ- 
ing dance of royal David, (u] at the fight his 
Eur faith 

E. 2 ED 7725 oy 25 mop mage 
ved. aden e doe . 
« fbadoxo ot the good things to come, in the tabernacle, the 
declared figure of CyaisT—and I may add from the divine 
Namszthat was afterwards incarnate dwelling there——fiom 
its being ſaid of the ark when it came into the cap, Gov is 
come into the camp and from the Betb. ſhumites ſay- 


ing 


| 
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Faith had, in the figuring ark, of the body of 
CunisT, and his church raiſed and brought up 


from a bondage, in which he had manifeſled the 
power of Gop againſt its enemies: — what exhi- 
larating bliſs ! but weakly rehearſed by the gu- 
rative gratulations of the mbrning urs, the ra- 
diant ſons of light, when they ſung for joy at the 


'DOA VEST: * lays 


ing when they had been ſmitten ſor looking into it, who is able 
te land before this holy Lox Gov, and to whom ſhallhego p 
rom us 1 Sam, vi. 20, For theſe expreſſions have their ci 
from its being what it is ſtyled, ** the-artof the GOD of Iſrael,”* 
that is, a body or bvilding in which he dwelt rypically, as a 
thing does in a cheſt, (which the heathens imitated). and as 
aſterwards really in Cu x 18T by eſſential union. The * 
tion it brought upon the enemies ** when given into their hands 
for the fins of the people, Pſ. Ixxviii. 16. to Sgurethe de- 
rufion of the enmity by the manifeſtation of divine power 
in Ckz14T, when given for a Snful world, is ſeen in the 
4th and 5th ch.—its 4:/mifon fron captivity after the de- 
moliſhing of Dagon, to figure CunisT's deliverance after 
the deſtroying cf the d of the body of Sin; are mentioned in 
c. 6,—its being brought L ; by David, the beloved, 
for to be placed as afterwards in a ſtately cemple, after ſatiſ- 
faction taken on the 57,000 Beth-ſhemites, Ii. e. thoſe w 


were of the houſe or temple of the ligbe,] who ſought acceſs ta 


the cherubic faces, in order to pifure the g ion of the 
body of Cunts, brought into a glorious body by the true 
BELUVED Sow, after the ſatisfa#/on given, that we, bis bouſe, 
might have acceſs to Gov, is recorded in 2 Sam. c. 6. A 

in this view I need hardly point out in David's exaltation 
the joy of Cu, the true David, nor ſhew the propriety 
and mercy of God's thewing, by the puniſoment of Dawid's 
former wife for reviling him for doing what was apparently 
beneath the king of Iſrael, for hambling himſelf to bring up 
the babiration 7 GOD, the certain puniſhment of the Fewifh 
church, his former ſpouſe, that ſhould ſpeak lightly of CHRIST, 
for ſeeming what he truly made himſelf, vie, and of no re- 


pitation, in order to raiſe the ark of his body and us in him 
tocrony, and that ſuch, like Michal, 2 Sam. vi. 22. 1h 
bring forth v fruit unto Gop, Becauſe the neceffity there 
ks to typify ſpiritual things, in order to our having * of 
| them, 
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N dhe (x) faundatians. of this ſhadowing 
Verdi: nay, by al the bezog ſerenity.of tel 
neee and the moſt chearſul revolutions of 
this earth and the acean's fulleſt fiveh and the 
* lyelieſt {ring and the tre-'s gayelt read. 

p. 3 word, What exerlaſting conſolations will 
take place, or rather /waliory us up ! on the can- 
fappmation of what ſpeech in longeff period can 
but ſhortly deſcribe, and what the ſtrongeſ} 


theught, becauſe of tbe Alan there is in the 
creatures, from whence we have our ideas, ad- 
gualeh to express them, can but feebly conceive, on 
the high- iHumied moxn of the n ESURRECTION: 
(bow. ing to the ear of patient faithfulneſs, 
to the unge s ill ſuggeſting fears how dread- 
ful) when the GLORY. of the (y) Lon fhall 
be feen VvpQN our redeemed bogies, ſhall 1 x- 
45 LLV complety our deliverance from death, 
pd thre” gecegted SATISFACTION for us 74: 
fore 
8 . ein ee he: 122 75 > 
25 "oh fo, eee Latter e delerived 
KY - 25 1 0 Je * not u e * 
1 Aan wherein Cn ls fumbled bim- 
9 5 Wa ve bas Neun M, for us ; Wherein David 
2 it 5 1 in this grand — * 
, 08 ufferi 99 ebe 
27 3 hem, Cs 147» 


. 6. 
re 


| 4 (#44907 and it 15 


2 þ 
5 7 eg. 9 
n in its parts, and proper 2 N Wl 2 
Laer ; of the — and blen of this world "_ it, 
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Fre m bio; Wh be man Bring Back bie 


Ber, Give us à richer Haro, (8) ths full 74- 
— of himſelf the true vine, (a) and all 


ngnity (b) flowing from his being, like 
XXAXX2 tht 


We) Wie. SVM Iv, . 
r Ky 4 ö N La ey FLY 

25. is vyo- wo BY 1 7 41 . Be: 
15 wee t&lour on yu 1 5 and te on . 

4 Whole Feuer Is eg de piect witen, 
ey ard Affd 22 — into l. N ” always uf: 
#5 fee th Ufie v bes Gun df the BearBeh wd 
55 ag Pg Fo that is acquainted with Air aufer, 
9530 Fur don, er N hor . Hp. 

Noa #ory dry, . ddhefs, det aril 25 Ane, 
py 2 lerap. vol. 2. 385. N s ſewn! 25 gre + ty 1 — 
ſrer Hu, thefr HAN hed Virgin ch dom, _ 
br of their Mpiter, «© the Nag N eds 6 he * 
Fe conſecrateto tier; hecauſe bf its 9 nature and 
light it! ies us with, Tt / be 35 ah USE m 
ory arid mbeulity gs xhterefcre the cdngueror's rd N 
4. gli * 9775 it fs #8fervibſe that of this d 
err ance ty made che agen of theilt goes. WH 
When the Meth nlant had ken à ſtatue of this ſort out 
a, they Were cotnmanded by the Pytbicn Drache to Wor- 
gere it che twice-born Bacchut, that Wits * 
or of their ey, Phocic, I. 27. Eat, Fag. 18 
For beſides its Fils 3to ble e IWmrortalivy,” it ſhewed 
lutar ineſs of the! ght, by means of tlie oliv/e, 58 1485 
irits, and hedling dH and preparing the 0 err Vo! 
combats, '&c. and refreſtung the feet affer weary tre, ard 
fo making the heart ig and glad, And I may add, that a 
plant of ſuch a nature, Ie the other trees, well deſcribed the 
manifefftation of the light out of the darthy or human nature, 
Which 1 have already proved they loge for. Nor is ith 
wonder we find theſe ſymbolic uſages ot it amidſt the a peſaſe 
nations ; becauſe we find the o/fve applied by the revelatieh 
they revolted from to be a natwraPFemblem, Gen, Viii.1t. 8 
toben of the peueę of God after the *sa Ding away of the V. 
gody at the flood. So XXvili. 18. Jaca is found to pour 4 
he top of tie one to conſecrate t und mab ĩt Bei, i. e. 
che temple or houſe dt Gb -r type te prace po- 
ed oh thie . Precious Mone, CA Pot 2 —_ 
calls 
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the olive, a mournful ſufferer for us on the 
tree; ſhall fin his love to his church and make 


calls it boly, fo the Pſalmiſt calls it an ei of ee, ver. 45, 
becauſe of the typical aſpect it had to the clearing love and 1 
nignity which is in Cas 7, to the exbilarating grace of the 
true rock, to the x AM which is like o:ntment poured forth 
Cant, i, 3. and which made all things ſmooth and even between 
Govand CnunisT, as our repreſentative, and us in him, and 
eures us, as oil does the n bite, and prepares us to wre - 
ſtle againſt ſpirituaſ wicledncſi, as oil fitted the toreſtlers of old 
for the combat, and which is not obtained any more than the 
natural oil, but thro* the ſubjection of the fruit or ſon of oil, 
V. v. 1. Cnz1sT, to Suffering, as beating, treading, and at 
times burning, Lev. iv, 16. And whocan object to 2 an ex- 
pedient to conciliate things and make them ſmosth and even 7 
On which account we find it iſt uſed in the lamps to give the 
typical light to the miniſtring or reconciling prieſi: 2dly, ad- 

ed to unleawened cakes and flour, the emblem of the true 
bread of life in CAI r, offered to Gop, though denied to 
the jealouſy-offering, Numb, v. 15. where ſtrict inguifition 
was made without mixture of favcur : and to the fin-offering, 
where full ſatisfa&ion was figured to be taken for fin with the 
painful, circumſtances, wherein CRI T ſaid of the divine 
AME, poured forth as ointment, * my Gop, my Gop, why 
 baſ# thou forſaken me —zaly, We perceive the typical prieft 
was to dip his right finger in this 0:7 Lev, xiv, 16. as the 
emblem of the grociouſneſs he was to work with, and that it 
was predicted, Aper the bleſſed one, the type of CynisT, 
ſhould dip his foot in oil” Deut. xxxili. 24. to ſhew he 
ſhonld walk, as he did in Olivet before his agony and death, ſo 


in all the (SAS from £2100) tenderneſs of mercy it figured, 
4thly, The repreſentative prophets, priefis and kings were a» 
nornted with it, to ſhew the holy unction Cu ſhould have 
with the divine {igbt and ſpirit, to lead, reconcile and rule, 
and which, men cannot too carefully remember, it was and 
is death for any one to imitate. I might proceed to ſhew its 
fignificancy in the et ber texts, but ſhall leave this to the at- 
tentive rcader, only adding concerning a paſſage in 1 Chron, 
xxvii. 28. ſcemingly of little conſequence for us to know, that 
when it is ſaid, chat over the cellars or ſtores of the ai 
(here called dw Szemen, „the matter put wpon things as 
the divine XAME, like the Ig, is put on us, 1 Kings ix. 3. 
II. lvi. 5. — Rex. iii. 13.) was Jeaſb (HY) the operator 

a or 


* 
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us more than conquerors with himſelf ; when 
he, once derided by the mockery; of the un- 
» oa la grate- 
or worker, it is to denote to us, that, in the reign of the be- 


bed, Cunts is over the ſtores of imputed and indroc/ling 
grace in the natural character of a worxzx for us, that we 
may have them in all their 7:chzeſs, ſo that none can have 
them but by bim. f 
II. The olive-tree, whoſe wood tis ſaid fire only deſtroys, 
is uſed for a type of the DIVI NE word and xaus (= 
joined to the holy offspring and child Ixus, | Fer. xi. 16. a- 
gainſt which the Lon d's wrath, which only could affect him, 
was to burn for the fin of the people, His Fogarty Haſ. xiv, 
6. is compared to that of the olrwe-tree ; in Lo „ lit. $. he 
is likened to a green olive-tree 3 in Iſa. xvii. 6. to an ne- 
tree ſhaken xxiv. 13, ſo in Rom, Xi. 17. CAA 1867 is exprelgly 
figured by it.—And when we conſider the tenderneſs of the 
olive-tree, which was called ſupplicis & precantis oliver, the 
Bi- coloured leaves, its beauteous ſhew in flower, and the fruit 
expoſed to the beat and changed to be preſſed for us, can we ſay 
it does not repreſent the wiſdom as well as the power of Gov, 
the rxwofeld nature in Cur 15s T, who was crucified in wea 

to be our peace, though the LozD mighty in battle,“ 
(whence Pallas was fabled the goddeſs of war as well as au- 
dom) or that it does not fignify him who is ſaid to have leave 
« for the healing of the nations, who is often deſcribed under 
the image of a flower, flour iſping in all the beauteous co/ourings 
of the true light; Pſ. Ixxil. 7,—Cant. ii. 9.— v. 13. 25 24 
fon of oil ſuffering a change on the tree and in the preſs for us, 
in order to the manifeſtation of the reconciling 5en:gnity of 
Gop towards us? And hence we ſee why the eve-tree is 
brought in, in Judges ix. 8. as ſaying ** ſhould I leave my 
« fatneſs,”* wherewith by me they honour Gop ( 
ALEIM, the FER SONSINTERPOSED BY OATH) and man,“ 
(the Adam) Becauſe it was a figure of the meſſenger** 
or ſent perſon of the Loz D of , who, by putting off his 
beauty in the dry ground of the world, and by appearing 
without comelineſs If. liii. 2. and ſubmitting the holy ſeed, 
the ſor in himſelf to ſuffering, yielded a grace that magnified 
and did honour to Gop's 2 and mercy, and healed man of 
the bite of the old ſerpent, made him more than a conqueror, 
and brought him indeed to horeur and comfort on every fide, 
Fſ. Ixxi. z l.—Xci. 15. The beathens ſeem, from ſome tradi- 
tion of this, to have given the enger of their gods, Mer 
cury, a brazch of olive in his bang, a 


III. 


7 
grateful nd undiſt gung Thb, bit they 
xforified by the fulleſt scclamattont ef BWA 

thick 


VT. eee cribs nd R & aitpotit 
Mat was figt i pf 1 ab eff 8 Becki * 3 

955 Bite Mort bears 'td tm e it WAS Uſe KA, f 
. to repreſent the whole ammatintiy T1 ct arr of 
ho 8 denoted CR aced cberibim o 


of ove golden futtarice in * Which 75 bedtbe 
Imirated ” above as heb © Alo , £ 1555 1 * Ee ind 


Haxtſfia, 

gd. e Ab. Por o 927 As a 198 
in the rabernacte, the thie [oj 2 5 22 

ore the actual reconciliatio ; fo SM ihe tom 15 the figu 

of Ci Lok $ „Ws * glor, Ind co Rot, 72. 

interce Jn made d 25 Fb in a 2005 jet Be 

i ne 90 8 were repref, repreſented à both zlorious 25d enigh 

- VtoWeciled and an le by this , g- free, While 5 

1 255 cdloured wood mould hold out their z lory, and whoſe 
nature and mon wor ak the er ind d peace 5 

er Peau to man in the trut temple, che LAMB, raiſe 


us. 2 in Zecha, iv, 14. we find * Fevo of the Fenſons 
reſented by them, arid * 0 to Awe on the 14 5 P 
e it ev{detitly fo Ws from 6ur baying EB 
—— the cher able fit rn any deny if we are to 
fake our fen from nature *. we are to naive there © 15 a 
—— nature giving us. {lar gracioumefs y like means in 
ſpiritth! World. Titty obſerve tob that bf ing eb7; free 
x 40 the ſervice of the true Gov was reclaiming all the 
——— —_— by it 7 their Lo For they gave an 1 2 
con to chefr Fove or Jupiter, the Were eaven, Fur- 
nies of the ut 4 of 311 fbr ki type ate to Be bad 
TI new tefta#thit, as in the 317 of the virgin 's [&mipa——in 
ores: prices he the apoſtles, ec. But let it it vffice t 
y that the eus to eſcape the wrath of Gob in the laft 
A are urn 25 dther thi repreſented | y oil, Rev. Vi, 6. 
of Precious fütk, loving and benign to _ in 
de the Lion of che holy one,“ the' "ubderiing a courſe of 
Hering ina preſs of tr lation to be manifeſted to bytes. 
a may my reader, who is Baptized to receive this un 
fo truß on His actual reconciliation with Go'p by un A* 
the divine same put upon him, that he may experimentally 
and himſelf in an Oliver of grace, ,ſoftning him into the love of 
Odd and his #efgbbiur, preparing him to 60. le againſt fin, 
even 
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thick % boy ine forth proves with the © gol- 
« den barps” (c) of their pure and attuned hi- 
rits to 4 his Naug-ehe, ence in 2 
(4) low-laid in be ſwadlings of the fgb, but 
then coming in pager, bigh-horve (7) over the 
ſubject element he, ancf ** for ( a ſiga to be 
e ſpoken againſt,” but (g) chen, with his crim- 
fon, zndard, adamized apd See by <yery 
wogus, Will profent ug fayltlefs before (+) the 
preſence of bis GLOKY, then purified. from 
all pt of fin ang r9:/ed (row all corruption of 
ſopl and body, hen cleared from every dark 
anti: chriſſian foe that letteth, (i) and bigh · pla: 
ced with him an his fathex's throng (4) beyond 
all poſſibility. of ſuture ſpot, beyond the reed of 
the oſt aſpiring ęnmity -— then freely to nns 
under the impulſes of the 8p1R1T of GLORY in 
ſweet ( ynity of will with Gop, ig * 1 


even any Bod, that, having Yo pra rg hr 
t q the ace this 07 n 
the loft: A8 it is Drift we Bos 25297 Rom. xi. 8 


- is 3 particular deſerving — notar, which is 5 
ius, Vol. 2. p. 385. and others, that the oi not — 
2 ere the oak is, nor the oak where the olive is ſet, there be- 
os an anypethy, between them. Becayſe, certaio it is that 
at nature hers points out is trug, that all the heali ve 
= benignity, of Gop inCunisT, fignified by the oh » 


iT) will re the care or interpoſing of Gon fad] 
ae ea th e the (eh . falls, as 


daes on the rebe/; againſt haves nor will any curſe be on 
ew 09_whoo the reſtoring benignity of $0.2, the Gyjny 
NAME, inCHarsT is put. 

* — xiv. a. wk Luke ii, (le) xxi. 27. 


xxxiv. 1 27 xxiv. 30. (5) Jad. xxiv. 
0 h Rev. iii. 2. 1 N 
bs. Jui. LEY þh. iv. 13. 


1.71 
formity of ſervice, without any ſelf-pleaſing a; 72 
Sent but with perfect and never: failing affeftion 
to our REDEEMER, ſeen above as believed be- 
lr; above enjoyed, as beloy expected to be our 
exceeding great reward, (m) and therefore the 
high object of all love for ever and ever. 

To judge of the felicity of this event, when 
ce his glory ſhall cover the heavens, and the earth 
& ſhall (a) be full of his praiſe,” when the ad- 
verfary nations, lile the dark cloud, ſhall be dr:- 
ven aſunder and we ref in his love, (o) by the 
gladſome Frets which human events have on 
us, is clearly to belieye it will exceed them as 
much in the oy it will yield, as it will in the 
glory it will manife/t: Ts it not then well call- 
ed (p) 0 comfort to all that mourn” with * the 
& (9) forrowful for the ſolemn aſſembly,” amidſt 
the /ufferimgs of this preſent time, that “are 
% not worthy to be compared to it? Is not this 
beauty indeed for our aſhes, when Gon ſhall thus 
rejoice over us? And in this view of it, canſt 
thou, my ſou}, refrain from juſtifying the (r) pro- 
phet's wiſh? Ohl that thou wouldeſt rent the 
„ heavens, that thou wouldeſt come down, that the 
* mountains might flow down at thy preſence.” 
Surely, if there is a deſfre in man that can be 
called forth by the vaſt collection of ſupreme glory 
and %% involved in one great object, it ſhould ri/e 

at 


] Gen, xv. 1. (n) Hab. iii. 3. (e) Zepb. iii. 17. 
9 


a, Ixi, 3. (7) Zepb. iii. 18. (r) J. iv. 1, 


10 


( 713] 
at the ſight and make this wiſh its own,—Be 
this ineſtimable pear] then always in thy view; 
ſet this LoRD before thee ; ſo ſhalt thou be kept 
from falling into any enſnaring circumſtances, 
that may divert thee from its enjoyment inthe ce- 
leſtial manſions, For under a revelation of ſuch 
peerleſs perfection of exalting grace to my faith, 
in an abſence of all earthy con/olations, in ſpiritual 
deſertions for ſome backſlidings and amidit a want 
of holy fruits in us; nay, when thou art, as 
Cnx1sr, in (5) this wilderneſs world, with no- 


thing but Hanes of difficulties and objections a- 
round thee ; in ſhort, in the agonies of /uffer- 


ings and death, when thou haſt © trembled in 
c thyſelf that thou mayeſt 1 in the day of 
& trouble,” be Habbaktut's (t) joy of faith thine. 
« Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, nei- 
« ther hall fruit be in the vines, the labour of 
the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
«© meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, 
& and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls: yet I 
« will rejoice in the Lok p, I will joy in the 
« Gor of my ſaluation. The Lord Gop is 
% my ſtrength, and he will mate my feet like 
c hind's feet, and he will make me to walk upon 
ce mine high places:”—mine in CHRIST, whoſe 
all is mine by promiſe, under his word; mine by 


TE oath 
6% Matt. iv. 3. 777 L 


(t) From 27? nes and I req, He who embraced us ta 
the evacnation of himſelf or of his ſtrength, as, Prov. v. 20. 
Cant. ii. 6. a type of Cu ier, who thus loved us and empricd 
bimſelf for us, and whoſe extreme ſuffering is here natarally 
ſet forth, together with his faith amidſt it. * 
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gath, mine by his purchaſe and under his ſeals. For 
the Lox p our GLORY will riſe on thee, my ſoul, 
that Jooke/? for him, as the ſun does on men in 
ene earth, even in thy gloemieft hours with pu- 
rity fairer than this ſunny luſtre; he will be the 
COVER of thy black /in from divine notice and 
make the very juſtice, (t) thou wouldſt other- 
wiſe fear, thy friend; will inſpire thee, as his, 
with grace unto all the obedience of /ove, and be 
thy guickener unto life eternal. 

Nor is our underſlanding lefs courted by the 
propriety and correſpondence there is in the event 
with nature's ideas than our deſire is by the pleni- 
tude of joy in the holy Jesvus. For what is offered 
to our expectancy but a diſpenſation of good things, 
analogous to what the body enjoys under the morn 
of this world, and eſpecially the Greenlanders on 
the riſe of the ſun upon them; but not at all tran- 
fitory - on the contrary, ing as the excellency 
F our GoD, © whoſe years fail not?” And 
ſhould we hide our heads from ſuch an appear- 
ing? Should its approach be our dread, or the 
bee of it be deemed folly ? For is it abſurd to 
look for a morning? And if there is in nature 2 
joyous morn to expect, nature tells us there is 
another and lite morn, when the SUN of RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS, on whoſe bright robe we depend 
for remiſſion of /in, and on whoſe sPIRIT we 
reft for life, ſhall fully appear, as this world's ſur 


does. Should the morn of this world then with 
the 


(t3 1 John. i. 9 
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the good we ſee it brings to the body be worthy 
delle, and this better morn not be /o? Far, fag 
be ſuch deſtructive eftimation from my heart. 

Should then all theſe winning addreſſes to our 
ſouls be in vain ? Too ſhy indeed are we all to 
the wooings of the Almighty ; who, tho' we had 
alienated our affections, yet loved us, as Heſza (u) 
did the beloved of a friend tho an adultreſs ; hav- 
ing reaſon to condemn our too ready complian- 
ces with the offers of a gay world. But ſhall we 
with hardened face wholly reje& (x) them to 
embrace the unnatural idol of deiſm or Socinus or 
Mahomet ? No. For inſtead of that idle, and not 
only “ not very innocent but extremely dange- 
rous * employment of forming imagizary models 
of a world and ſchemes of governing it,” we have 
turned our thoughts, as a great admirer of natu- 
ral religion (y) bas adviſed, to what we experi- 
ence to be the conduct of nature” (or to ſpeak 
more determinately) of Gop in this viſible 
world (“with reſpect to intelligent creatures: 
nay, we have taken the courſe which a de:f 
would preſcribe as a rule of truth, if he is con- 
1 Nen with himſelf. For we have followed na- 
ture's ideas; we have gone through ſome of the 
principal Ieſſns of her ſchool, and have found 


* 2 the 
(z) Hoſea c. 2. 7177 


(x) Hence in Feremiab and Ezekiel the conduct of a baſe 


and abandoned 2 is moſt aptly applied to give us a 
natural idea of the conduct of the ſoul that does this. 
(3) Biſhop Butler, in the introdutiion to his analogy Ee. 


p- 12, 


r | 
the ſchemes of the Deiſt, Socinus and Arius are 
things ſhe gives no countenance to : however 
they, like Barabbas, robbers of the chriſtian 
truth to pervert it to their uſe, are preferred in 
the eſteem of their reſpective partizans, whiltt 
chriſtianity is treated like a vanquiſhed preten- 
der and deſerving of nothing better than to have, 
like its holy founder, the ſcourge of the tongue, an 
away with it, away with it, from the opprobrious 
mouth, a lifting up as an object of ridicule from 
cruel hands, and a piercing from pointed wits, Be- 
cauſe have we not been taught the contrary? 1. 
That the very language they turn again reve- 
lation muſt have been derived from one, and con- 
ſequently that their 2/ of it in what they call 
reaſoning, to diſprove a revelation, is like a man's 
expending the money another perſon lent him in 
maintaining a ſuit to ſhew that he never bor- 
rowed any of him: or according to the ſtriking 
imagery of SS, like an adulterous (z) woman's 
taking the ornaments her husband decked her 
with and giving them to another. —2. Have we 
not been taught what, likean axlaysat the root of 
what paſſes for natural religion, that, according 
to the method of conveying knowledge 2/tabliſh- 
ed in this world and praficed by all nations, 
as ſpiritual things and counſels are inviſible, they 
cannot be known any more than natural things 
without a revealing light or language, preſenting 

| ſome 
(z) Exel. xvi, 17, 
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ſome vile image or ſimilitudes of them to our 
ſenſes, and conſequently that the things of the 
creation muſt have been made patterns of them, 
of this wiſdom ſet up from everlaſting, from the 
beginning or ever the earth was made, in order to 
our #nowing them?—And 3. when we enquir- 
ed after the/e images and the nature of the œco- 
nomy of Gop in this pattern world, have we 
not found theſe intereſting things init? 1. The 
fall of ALL in the fall of oNE earthy body from 
glory into darkneſs. 2. The relief of them by 
a diſpenſation of reflected light from ſeveral 36- 
dies riſing at different times in fair ſucceſſion, as 
forerunners of the ſun's appearance. 3. The 
lowly riſing of the light to diſpel the gloom man 
was fallen under. 4. Its way thro' the powers 
of darkneſs that croſs its paſſage. 5. Its burial 
for a while under a cloud. 6. Its breaking-ont 
in a brightneſs acquired by paſſing the ſolar fire. 
7. Its aſcent to meridian glory. 8. The re- 
demption or taking again of our bodies by the re- 
ſurrection or riſing again of 0NE earthy and man- 
bearing body from darkneſs. g. The clearing and 
arraying of us ALL with the luftre of the ont 
mediating light, interpofing between us and the 
ſun's fire.—10, The diſtribution of the natural 
ſpirit or breath to them who are cloathed with 
this luſtre to endow them with @ variety of na- 
tural gifts. 11. Life enjoyed and gradually per- 
fected under the e and operation of theſe 

THREE 
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THREE agents in oNE celeſtial nature? Yes; 
However they may ſurprize the mind unaccu- 
Aomed, amidſt all their pretences to follow natu- 
ral ideas, to a contemplation of nature, theſe are 
the obſer yable arrangements in nature. To adopt 
then a naturally-repreſented ſyſtem of religion is 
to adopt one, wherein a SIMILAR economy is 
to be found, and conſequently one againſt the ex- 
pediency of which a man cannot have any more 
reaſonable exceptions than he would have againſt 
the frame of nature. Now amidſt a/! the ſyſtems 
of religion that offer thou perceiveſt, my ſoul, the 
ebriſtian revelation addrefled to men, as perſons 
who are to take their ideas from their ſenſes, 
and on this account actually applying this very 
e&conomy in nature and its ſeveral parts to repre- 
ſent to us thoſe zmportant and correſpondent parts 
in God's ſpiritual ceconomy ; namely, the fall of 
ALL men in ONE Adam—the relief of them by 
prophetic lights under the ſhadowing diſpenſation 
of the law, appearing at /undry times and fore- 
running the riſing of CHRIST, the day- ring from 
an high the lotoly appearance of this tu LIGHT 
in a human or earthy and ſinner-bearing nature; 
his croſs and paſſion of God's fiery wrath—his bu- 
rial and reſurrectien the redemption and clear- 
ance of us ALL by the ONE glorious righteouſneſs 
of this illuſtrious MEDIATOR,—the miniſtra- 
tion of the 8P1R1T to them who are thus cleared 
the new ſpiritual le enjoyed under the grace 
| and 
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and love and fellowſhip of this divine TRINI TV 
in the oN E heavenly and ſelf- exiſtent efſence, Ix- 
HOVAH, Of courſe then the CHRISTIAN reve- 
lation contains only the ſpiritual doctrines which 
nature gives us theſe faint ideas of. And if it 
ſhould be acknowledged after fo evident an ana- 
lagy to be as full of juſtice and propriety, of wiſdom 
and love, as the Atem of nature is, becauſe it 
is ſimilar to it in every reſpect but thes, that 
this g/ory is indeed (a) above the heavens, and that 
the manifeſtation of wiſdom and love in the 
goſpelſyſtem is as far ſuperior to this in nature as 
the execution is ſuperior to the defign or plan, 
ſhould it not alſo be acknowledged from this its 
correſpondency to bs as much the work of Gon 
as nature is? Becauſe if the irreprehenſible ui 
dom and ſettled order there are in the world are 
thought ſufficient grounds for our concluding it 
to be the handy-work of GoD (though our evi- 
dence for this creation as a matter of fat? muſt 
ariſe from a revelation of it) then that maniſe- 
ſtation of wi/dom and harmony, which is in the 
ſeriptural ſyſtem and is every way analogous'to 
it, muſt by the ſame way of arguing be admitted 
to be as demonſtrative a teſtimony, that every part 
of it is not the work of man, nt the offspring of 
human reaſon or diſcovery, but the work of 
Gop. For where caſes are fimilar our judg- 
ment of them ſhould be ſo too. 

But 

(a) Pal, cxlviii. 13. | 
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But in an age where men are ſo uſed to laugh at 
all ways and thoughts that are not their own, will 
not this concluſion be thought a haſty and unfair 
one? Yes. Methinks I hear men fond of abftra# 
reaſoning, as they call it, running all this down 
as znconcluſiue arguing, becauſe it is analogical, 
and decrying it as my/tical conceit, under a no- 
tion there are other means of coming at religti- 
ous knowledge, But ſhall wegive it up as ſuch? 
No. I remember a prelate, eminent amongſt 
abſtract reaſoners, who thought we could argue 
etherwiſe concerning theſe things, and was un- 
willing to degrade or viliſy reaſon, as he ſtrange- 
ly thought it would to make revelation the only 
fource of religious truths, has proved we mult al- 
law this kind of reaſoning, and therefore has uſed 
it in ſeveral inſtances with great ſucceſs againſt 
the objections made to religion. Let us hear 
him“ Indeed I ſhall not take upon me to ſay 
« how far the extent, compaſs and force of an- 
« alogical reaſoning can be reduced to general 
« heads and rules, and the whole be formed 
« into a /zy/tem. But though ſo little in this 
ce way has been attempted by !ho/e who have 
<« treated of our intellectual powers and the ex- 
« erciſe of them, this does not hinder but that 
« we may; as we unqueſtionably are aſſured that 
« analogy is of weight in various degrees towards 
« determining our judgment and our practice 
« this general way of arguing is evidently natu- 
c ral, juſt and concluſive—it there be an analogy 
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«-or likeneſs between that ſyſtem of things 
« and diſpenſation of providence which reve- 
« /ation informs us of and that ſyſtem of 
« things experience together with reaſon informs 
« us of, i. e. the known courſe of nature: 
« this is a preſumption that they have both the 
« ſame author and cauſe ; at leaſt /o far as to an- 
« (wer objections againſt the former's being from 
« God, drawn from any thing which is anals- 
« gical or ſimilar to what is in the latter, which 
« js acknawledged to be from him. For an au- 
« thor of nature is bere ſuppoſed—T his argu- 
ment from analogy is in general ananſwera- 
« ble and undoubtedly of weight on the fide of 
« religion—it is not ſo much a dedudtion of 
« reaſon as a matter of experience, —it ought to 
« be particularly regarded by ſuch as profeſs to 
« follow nature, 422. and to be leſs ſatisfied 
« with abftrad reaſonings.” Ss he ſpeaks— 
And it muſt be lamented that he ſhould, in ge- 
neral, have confined himſelf to reaſon from what 
he calls the moral government of Gop and 
ſhould not have more cloſely applied it to the 
viſible cxconomy of God in the natural world, 
for the relief and ſupport of our outward man. 
For from [ſuch abilities ſo employed the cœco- 
nomy of revelation had long ſince been ſbeum 
with the greate/t advantages to be analogous to 
the ſcheme of nature. We might have hoped 
to have ſeen the very pretences to a natural ſenſe 
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of religious truths without the help of a reveal- 
ing light, which he unwarily maintained, pro- 
ved by him to be as frivolous and repugnant to 
the courſe of 'nature, as he has evinced ſeveral of 
the ohections againſt chriſtianity to be, eſpecially 
as it was his ſentiment, there was a revelation 
(z) given at firſ{—and we might have expected 
to have had his argument from analogy urged 
with its proper weight, as the oNLy and concly- 
five means of reaſoning about divine knowledge 
and duty and of regulating our apprehenſions 
about it. For if it appears from the authority 
of this prelate and the ſtriking proofs of other 
(a) able writers, that thou ſtandeſt not alone, 
my foul, in this way of arguing, it is equally 
clear that thoſe (b) perſons, who decry this kind 
, of 


(z) Biſhop Betler"s Analogy, &c. p. 242. 

© (a) Cited in feveral notesto which I refer my reader. 

- (6) As L have given in my preface ſome noble confeſſinns of 
excellent Lid Bacon, concerning the channels of our 
wledge, fo I ſhould be concerned to find him rank e a- 

monglt the {imitations he would have us purſue knowledge 

under, ©* that we do not preſume by the contemplation of 
nature to attain the feria of GOD: if I did not from his 
ows expoſition of theſe words clearly ſee that he means, that 
4 man . ſhould not think by any view and enquiry into theſe 
<< ſenfible and material things to attain that lig bi whereby he 
«© may reveal untg himſelf the nature and will of Go D''—— 
which is the very thing that is here contended: againſt and 
- hewn to be ip, in the cloſe of this volume, So that as 
under this limitation he adviſed we ſhould, I bave purſued 
the preſent enquiries, And as a further proof this was his 
weaning it may be obſerved, he ſays p. 47. ſpeaking of 
Mare, 22. Canr1sT © lays before us rwo books or volumes 
to ſtudy it we will be ſecured from errori—Firft, the vo- 
lune of ſcriptures wingh revea{ the will of Gop ; then the 
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of reaſoning, decry their own practice con- 
cerning any matters they ſee not, and depart 
from their own principle. I ſee they decry their 
own practice; becauſe if they have ideas of cer- 
tain abſent perſons or things, it is from'ſomp- 
deſcription given to them, and all their reaſon» 
ing about them is from analogy (ayaroyiaor) re- 
choning over again: they firft reckoning what 
they ſee of the reſemblances, which the deſcription 
refers them to, and then reckoning them again 
of the ab/ent perſons or things deſcribed. And 
they depart from their own principle, For we 
have ſeen it to be this, that all ideas come by 
our ſenſes, and by words the ſigns of them to the 
mind; and we have found it to be a regular in- 
ference from the inviſible nature of ſpiritual 
things, that they cannot be known but by img- 
ges of them preſented to the ſenſes, and by rec- 
koning of one ſomewhat ſimilar to what we 
predicate of the other - that is, by analogy. 
Therefore to decry reaſoning by anale is to 
decry all reaſoning from ideas preſented to the 

2222 2 ſenſes 


« volume of the creatures which expreſs his power—whereof 
the latter is a key to the former, not only opening our under. 
« flanding to conceive the true ſenſe of SS by the general rules 
« of rea ſon and laws of ſpeech, but beſides, chiefly opening 
« our belief, Sc.“ Again, p. 132. ſpeaking of the three ob- 
jects of philoſophy, Gov, naTuvrE and Mar, he ſays, “ fo 
« likewiſe there is a triple beam of things; for natare darts 
«4 upon the underſtanding with a direct beam; God, becauſe 
« ofthe inequality of the medium, which is the creature, with 
« a refra# beam; and mon repreſented and exhibited to him- 
11 


with a beam r. 
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ſenſes and the only method we can be informed of 
ſpiritual things by. Nay, it is ſtill more incon- 
ſiſtent, it is to decry the force of their 6wn ab- 
Jections which they ground upon a want of this 
analogy and agreement with the nature of things, 
So that this evidence, will never meet with 
contempt, but from thoſe who think it enough 
to make a man of ſenſe, to be able to ſay; © they 
<«< have ideas from other quarters than their 
« ſenſe, and reaſon without words, the ſigns of 
<« ſuch ideas, and to laugh at and ridicule a me- 
thod they themſelves follow and purſue in com- 
mon life, and in their religious enquiries where 
every word they uſe for ſpiritual things, if it 
means any thing, is taken from ſome ſenſible ob- 
ject and applied to inviſible things in a way of 
analogy. And if this is evident it is equally clear 
we cannot have ideas to reaſon thus from, but 
what we have from objects in nature, becauſe 
theſe alone are ſenſible objects: wherefore, be it 
granted, we are to believe any inviſible or ſpiri- 
tual ceconomy at all and are to have ideas of it 
given in words; in order to our belief of it; and 
it follows, that the LIKE of nature's ceconomy 
muſt be believed, and the ideas it analogically 
gives us of it muſt be the only TRUE ones we can 
have. And tho' (c ) nates reaſoning is riot a 

e- 


(e) That the different kinds of matters and ſubjects have dif- 
ferent kinds of demonſtrations and proofs has been juſtly obſer- 
yo * Lord * * 252, as — men owls very e 
* 
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demonſtration of the exi/ence of ſuch ceconomy 
(for our evidence for this ſprings not from our 
fight, but ariſes from faith orly,) yet it is a de- 
monſtratien of the neceſſity we are under, if we 
are to believe any inviſible diſpenſations of Gop 
towards man, to adopt nature's ideas and con- 
ſequently to receive the ſcripture which alone 
applies them. For were we to ſuppoſe that there 
was no revelation exiſting, and that man's ſoul 
was, as we have ſeen it is of itſelf, a mere blank, 
unfurniſhed with any notices of ſpiritual truths 


and the means of reaſoningy and that a revela- 
tion was to be made concerning the ceconomy of .. 


Gop ; ſuch revelation would give man, as he is, 
ideas of the things revealed, or it would be unin- 
telligible ; and theſe ideas muſt be taken from na- 
ture, and of courſe would be the very ſame that 
SS gives us, So that what Dr. Ellis (d) has 
faid e perhaps might be“ the caſe is true, 
namely that GoD has made ſuch revelations 


« of himſelf by his werd and works as are ne- 
&« ceſſary and ſufficient for our preſent ſtate, and 

| «ag 
attend to. For Ariflotle adviſeth well, © that we may not re- 
* quire demonſtrat ions from orators or perſuaſions from mat be- 
c maticians, ſo that if you miſtake in the ind of proof the ju- 
« dicature cannot be upright and perfect. Becauſe if a man 
requires the ile demonſtration for the exiſtence of ſpiritusi 
things as he has for natura/ things, tis evident he deſtroys 
all belief ; as he ſeeks a beaven of viſion here on earth, and 
abſolutely requires the deſtruct ion of the preſent ſtate of things 
and conſequently of bimſelf, in order to have the ſpiritual 
things preſented in this full viſion. But this will be ſpoken to 

re fully towards the concluſion. 


i (d) Knowledge of divine things, &c. p. 433. 
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<< as far as the proportion betwixt the obje#? to 
« be known and the faculty to apprehend will 
<« bear, by which we are able to attain a ſuſfi- 
„ cient knowledge of him.“ And what man of 
ſober underſtanding who is willing to admit a 
truth can poſſibly deny that this one argument 
amounts to as full a demonſtration of the bi- 
VINE AUTHORITY of the SS as he has or can 
have of the world's being made, or can impeach 
my concluſion upon this evidence that it is as 
much the work of Gop as the world this exhi- 
bition of it in miniature is ? 

O! what a debt of unremitted thanks is due 
from every tongue to this incarnate Gop, who 
once became (mx) 4 curſe for me, for this vaſt 
array of ſtriking evidence wherewith he fights for 
us againſt the mouth of wickedneſs to eſtabliſh us 
in the hope of the inheritance in the better coun- 
try. Hadſt thou, my ſoul, all the voices and 
all the lives of angels and of men, thou couldſt 
never expreſs ell his mighty acts nor ſhew forth 
all his praiſe. Withhold not therefore the 

canty tribute of the fruits of thy lips, the unequal 
tender of thy /ife to him, whoſe works are fo 
manifeſtly done in truth as well as equity. Pf. iii, 
8. But meditate on this operation of his hands, 
on this matchleſs pom of nature (e), rehearfing 

the 


(e) Poem according to the meaning of the word TonjLe, 
is a war or frame of things or wordt that convey images of 
things 
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the great heroi/m of redeeming grace in all the 
deauteous ſignificancy of engaging imagery and 
with all the harmony of the ſpheres, and tell out 
theſe works of the IR IT with gladneſs, For 
muſt not a man with joy and gladneſi tell them 
out, when he ſhall ſee the ſpiritual or chriſtian 
ſyſtem and the natural keep the ſame pace; that 
in the daily courſe of natural providence Gop 
operates in the very ſame manner as in the diſ- 
penſation of chriſlianity; that they - both fe- 

« gether 


things or are formative of ideas in the mind 3 (ſee Scapula un- 


der the word o. Hence Lord Bacon ſays poetry is ** no- 
thing more than an imitation of hiſtory (page 105 )—a vifble 
biftory, ſetting out the images of things as if they were preſent. 
And conſequently that alone can be true poetry, whether it be 
verſe or proſe, whoſe words do convey true images of things to 
the ſoul; and not the ſallzes of a roving mind which give ave 
theſe true ideas, be there what richneſs of invention or bar 
mony of numbers there may, But we ſee we could not have 
any true ideas of divine things but from a revelation of them 


by the works of the Creator, the great (TIomTns, which is 
alſo the Greck name for poet) framer of all things. Therefore 
the frame of nature, that ſupplies us with ſuch true ideas of 
the divine economy, is rightly call'd a poem, in harmony HR 
fying, in meaſure, in number ſetting them forth to men. J. xliv. 
23.—xkl. 12, 26.— Feb. xxxviii. 45.,—Wijd, xi. 20. It was 
on this account the Hcatben poetry had its riſe in their ſacred* 
rites, and that their orac/es were fabled to be delivered by ia ſpi- 
ration; which makes wates denote a propbet as well av poet, and 
whence their prediction are called waticima, And hence it 
was, when they forgotthe amez1»g /owe of the incarnate God, 
Jesus CAA, as pourtrayed in SS and nature, and which alt 
the heraic actions, that have ever been or (hall be performed or 
fabled, never equalled, that they begun to celebrate feigned 
heroes and miniſter delight by /yes and human © poemata”* or 
framings ; tho' their deſcriptions fall as far ſhort of the perſoc - 
tian there is inthe ſcriptural application of poetic nature, as fan 
bles do of truth; and tho” it is eaſy ta fee tre delectation can 
never ſpring from fergned narrations, In this. view of eve 
poetry, 
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$* gether make one ſcheme (/) of providence, 
« are of a-piece, and may be reſolved into the 
te {ame principles of divine conduct?“ And be- 
hold it is ſo. For is the aſſertion fa/ſe that the 
heathens claimed a natural ability to diſcover 
their idol gods by their will, the world's frame 
and man's duty? Is it a bold contradiction to fat, 
to hiſtory and their own declarations? With no 
kſs contradiction does Antichrift, the man of 
lin in his various members aſſert that the doc- 
trines of CHRISTIANITY are contrary to N A- 
TURE's ideas, and induſtriouſly propagate this 
falſhood to preclude our ſearch into the real 
Fate of nature. For as SS requires TRUTH 
in the inward parts it gives us true ideas, 
and as all true idcas come from natural things 
thou ſeeſt nature uſed as a ſervant by the incar- 
nate WORD, in his revelation, to carry its inte- 
reſting articles in its ſtriking language and con- 
vey 

that ſhews how much it is now contaminated (as Lord 
Bacon complained) and abuſed to carnal ſervice, my reader 
will obſerve, that it is our duty to make our ſpeech and torit- 
ing truly deſcriptive of the ideas Gob gives in the volume of 
his works and by inſpiration from his ſacred oracles, and to 
maniſeſt them with all harmony in like, And it is on 615 
— — I have endeavoured to make theſe meditations ſuch, 


or the reſtoring of the true uſe of every poem or work of man 
which is always more or leſs praiſe-wortby, as it more or 
leſs has Cxn18T, the great ITorninsg framer and barmonizer 
of all things and bis glory in view. 

Y Biſhop Butler in his preface to his analogy thus inti- 
mates that this might be the caſe. In Spect᷑. 146. the author 
calls it a pleaſing ſpeculation to obſerve nature and provi- 
* dence moving together, the phyſical and moral world march 
te the ſame pace. 
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vey ideas of them to mankind, ſo that none 
ſhould be able, with the /zaft ſhadow of a reaſon, 
to reject Chriſtianity that acknowledges the con- 
ſtitution of nature to be from Gp, or to make 
an attempt againſt the former but thro? the fades 
of the latter. | 

And viewing chriſtianity in this light, the 
glorious myſtery of its pre-ordination before the 
worlds, of which we have: all along had ſome 
zlimpſes, preſents itſelf with the fronge/? teſti- 
mony of its truth. For as this frame of na- 
ture now repreſents the &conomy of grace, our 
redemption in and by CHRIST, in order to give 
us, what we could net otherwiſe have had, name- 
ly, ideas of it; ſo certain it is that it was from 
the firſt, even from everlaſting” made to do 
ſo. But if it was from the firſt made to do ſo, 
then, notwithſtanding the ſeeming objections I 
have ſeen 5#:/fully urged againſt it, from a not in- 
nocent preſumption of a doubtfulneſs in the ſerip- 
ture titles of the LoRD, as (ALEIM) perſons in- 
terpoſed by eath and thus ALLIEs to or cor- 
LEAGUES for man, it follows by an im- 
peachgble inference that the ſtipulated covenant, 
confirmed to Neah and Abraham, &c, even 
the grand my/tery of the ſpiritual tingdom of re- 


demption in CHR1sT JESUS muſt have (g) ſub-- 


Jifled as the EXD in view, before this world 
could have been thus framed, as a MEANS to 
5 A ma» 

(eg) Pf. xchi. 2.— Prov, viii. 23. 
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manifeſt it: Unleſs a man would chuſe to affirm 
that according to nature's ideas, an end is not in 
wew with a wiſe deſigner before the means, in 
order to the accompliſhment of ſuch end, are pre- 
pared (b). Nature therefore, in her ſignificant 
frame, confirms the title of its Lo R pas the EN 
of all and echres to my mind theſe inſpired de- 
clarations, as explicit as they are important, con- 
cerning CHRIST and the creatures, — that 
| CnRist 


() T cannot forbear giving my reader the correſponding 
ſentiwents of a * Writer on this head, whoſe book my 
very learned friend, the Rey. Mr. Bate, rector of Depeford, 
furniſhed me with, after my deſign to publiſh this work. Be- 
vs however the author did not proceed particularly to il- 
luſtrate this matter and failed in ſome explications, he was 
undouhtedly right as to the marn point and laid it down with 
a reaſoning, that for its ſolidity and juſtneſs merits no little 
attention from men, Qui ignavia & illa ſuperſtitione extuſſa, 
ec.“ Hboſcever lays e ſhakes off indolence and that ſuperſti - 
yon „that ie ig either tgo tedious to confider them (Ss and na; 

re) jointly or an adulteration of SS, and ſkilfully and reli; 
giouſly confiders tbem together, will find that there is nothing 
in the nature of things which is not by metaphor or allegory 
(chat is, a continued metaphor) applied to ſpiritual things, 
and will eafely perceiye that the E ER of nature and SS, who 
does all 2 2 in wiſdom, * x. 4. made them with Tas 
intent, that all and every of them might ſigniſy what be in bis 
WorDp attribugey ta them, becauſe it is abſurd to think, either 
that be in bis wozx, as if not yRESCIENT of bis worD, 
would bave ANOTHER VIEW 7n it, beſides what be deſcribes 
in. his worD bo that in bis worD be would, as if vn» 
MINDFUL of the END of bis CREATION, affix, beſides rut, 
ſeme OTHER SIGNIFICANCY fo the CREATURES, Hbere- 
fore it is a certain truth that he created and 08 DAINED 
VISIBLE and BODILY things to the end they might be $8 A- 
Dows'and E1GUREsS of the INvIEsrBLE and SPIRITUAL 
things; from whence, by EXAMPLES and SIMILITUDES 

rawn from In EM, the s IIIT VAI things, propoſed 11881 
7 the — the BODY and then to the eyes of the MIND, might 

e more eaſily ſet forth, See Herman, De i. egorice 
Interpretat, = MF: eg: Ae 


. 

CiirIsT was ordained BETORE (i) the thorld 
unto our GLoR Y ore: ordained and therefore 
(k) Hain, in intention as well as in figure, from 
the FOUNDATION of the world that the 34 L= 
VATION we have in him is according to Gopꝰ 8 
own purpoſe and grace, which (I) was in CHRIS 
JesUs BEFORE the world began (m), but is now 
MANIFEST—that the eternal hfe, which chri- 
ftians are made heirs of, is a bleſſing promiſed 
BEFORE (A) the world began,—that the kingdom 
they are to inherit is prepared (o) for them BE- 
FORE the foundation of the world—that to this 
ſalvation, life and kingdom believers are from the 
BEGINNING of the world choſen in him—that 
the names of them (9) who finally profit by his 
death were written from the FOUNDATION of 
the world and ſo of the whole, that the works 

* 5 A 2 were 


(i) 1 Cor. ii. 7. 

(k) Rom: iii. 2 5.—1 Pet, n 8. compared 
with Gen, ili. 21. —on which Dr. L . dot ſays, ““ gon 
i teacheth him (Alam) the rite of act e, te hy CAA 
« dying befbre bis eyes in a viſiblæ figure and with the fins 
&« of the ſacrificed beaſts Gon teacheth im and his wh to 
« cloath their bodies, and thus * 2 thing that dieu in the 
« world is Cua 16 r in & 4 fee on Cenefis, 
vol. 1. p. 692, and I will If that Adam and his wife might 
ſee it was thro® his death as the phound of every bleffing, thut 
they had the fe which now is as well as that wwhich is to come— 
1 Tim. iv. 8. and might ſee the puniſpment they — 
ferred already from them to andtber, to CAI 7 inthe 
gure, and * in and eve him accordingly. 

(1) 2 Tim. iv. g. Epb. ili. 11. 

(m) 1 Pet, 1:120,—Tit: i. 3. Coldf. i. a6.—2 Tim. i. 10. 

(n) 2 Tim, i. 9.—Tit. i. 2. (o) Mat. xxv. 34. 

(p) 2Thefſ. ii. 13. 

7) Rev, xvii, 28. 
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n 
were finiſhed from the FOUNDATION of the(r) 
world :—that in order to the manifeſtation of 
this my/tery, HID from the BEGINNING of the 
world in Gop, ALL things were CREATED BY 
and rox HIM, (5) whether things in heaven 
or things in earth; according to the MysTERY of 
Gop's will which he purpoſed in himſelf: that 
in the diſpenſation of the fullneſs of times he 
might gather together in one, ALL things in 
CHRIST, both which are inthe heavens and which 
are on the earth, even in RIM and that there- 
fore it pleaſed the FATHER by HIM to reconcile 
all things to himſelf, by him I ſay, whether 
« they be things (t) in earth or things in hea- 
« yen,” For if theſe declarations are ſcriptural 
they are ade the language of NATURE, which 
ſhews itſclf to be in the whole, what every part 
of it appears to be, a MEANS to an END pre- 
vious in deſign to their appointment—te the end 
they are framed to manifeft; and therefore to 
CHRISTIANITY (Y). Then how partially is 
the CREATION conſidered by men, who appre- 
hend it to be a werk that has nos original refe- 
rence to the ſyſtem of REDEMPTION! How 
widely do thoſe ſouls miſs of its ultimate view 
and final cauſe, and conſequently of its chief 
uſe to them, as heirs of the grace it illuſtrates, 
who lift their eyes no bigher than this azure tex- 
ture of the vail, (as they perceive no more than 
* 8 the 


(r) Heb. . 3. (5) Ess. ill.g. - 
(7) Ib, V, 10, Col, i, 16, Eph, i. 57 9, 10. 
(«) Cal. i, 20, Tc. 
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the outward letter of SS) and ſee not the face of 


Gop by it—who are ſo far from viewing the 
King of glory, as looking forth to out feeble appre- ; 
henſion (x) thro” this optic medium, theſe wir- 

dotos 


(*) Cant. ii. 9. The church, like a ſpouſe, thus naturally 
and affectionately deſcribes Cx T. My beloved, fays ſhe, | 
« 7s like@ roe or a yourg bart, ſo ſwift will his coming be; = 
« for he tarrreth not, but has * feet®* excellent in walking 
Pſ. xviii. 33. in all the ſpicy incenſe of grace and truth, and bw 
however Funted, ſpeedy to tread on the of the ſons of 
men, to execute his purpoſe, to maniſeſt the vengeance 
aof the temple and to fly, as on the wings of the wiad,”” 
with all the Safe of a moſt tender lover to the help of his 
fair one, his church; bebold (even now his eyes of gracionſ- 
neſs are upon us,) be lands (or is ſtationed | WY Onup) as 
a pillar is, to bear us up, but ready to come forth in the fullc% 
manifeſtation) bebind our cvall, Lor covering or coating or bans - 
ing 275 KerTer from o Ker, whence jg Kerex aà coat, 
and Ter to bang as on a croſs or as a guiver, that has ar- 
rowt in it, on the h t] which now ſeparates us, Carr, 
viü. 9. behind the eb wall dug down for us, Gen, xIvi. 6. 
appointed for ſalvation I/. xxvi. 1, broken down on the ce 
and called a v, Heb, x. 20. —bebind the legal types and n- 
tural repreſentations in the hangings or curtains of the creativn, 
Though he is like Saul, “ the new man, the higheſt of the | 
people, the typical Ab or Chrift that went in ſearch of the 
typical aſſes, when ſought aſter, bidden and concealed under | 
the tuff, 1 Sam. x. 22. DY2 Ker in, as the furnitureof Ha- | 
ture and the fleſh is, yet he is not ſo hid as to remain who's 
unt n, becauſe he looleth forth, (P2aW1 Mes gien with a c.c- 
fire to overtake ( Sec) and ſc;ze her to himſelf as one 
viſced with love, Prov. v. 19. even to the pouring out: j:*1 
Coen] of all his eyes and ſoul to me, his fair one, am ot 
tril»lation, Ge, as a meſt concerned lover from 5-5; 
wall or banging would ſew himſelf in part to his farr one wa 
trouble and lock with a his affection, as ready to reſcue her 
to himſe:f, coſt it what it miglit,) at or by the wingows Mz.; 
Her Rur) 2/+%ed mediums compoſed of 517 Her. ſand, Ze. is 
the medium of the ** things which are made“ and applics 2 
SS as a glaſs, 1 Cor, xiii. 12.—Pj2, xlix. 4. or as an £718 
through which « we ſee darkly, and by which as a a2 
Cun1sT, in all his grac:ous characters (Y'SD MeJe3J) 
himſelf in part, ſberving bimſelf forth, (as a fler * 7. 
in all the openings of his wiſdom and love to us) tre 14: 
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lotus of ſenſible objects, that they may long for x 
nearer preſence of what is thus ſeen, that they 
imagine it to be a quite diſtinct ceconomy |. when 
it is but a part of the GRAND SCHEME of divine 
wiſdom, that owes its very being to the purpoſe 
of the REDE BMER,,as-what-ſhould MANIF ES 
it in 1DFAa to the ſenſe of all the nations to 
whom he {ſhould be a bleſſing, as well as be PRRE- 
PARATORY to his taking fleſh for the' Com: 


P LE- 


latteſt: {6 that" he is © ſeen in partꝰ through theſe windows 
into the great building, the ttue temple vf the redeeming love 
df GopinCxrisT. Hoppyis the font that, confidering na- 
ture as applied in SS for a hanging or curtain, from beyond 
hich Cx #157 viewos us, and for a window into the ſplritual 
world, ſees its Saviour thus 'eying him for his ſalvation, 
Becaufe as it will in trath ſay of him, my b2/oved,"* ſoit 
will not only have e in the faith of ſuch aid and /ongin 
for, but an earneſt of his future (manifeſtation in power in, 
glory amidft all his ſufferings below. But not more ſenſual 
than practically abſurd will he be, who, though he owns the 
world to be a material building or frame which has inbabi- 
rants, and out of which, according to narure's ideas, we 
cannot ſee into what lays beyond it w:thoat windows or a'per- 
ſpectlve medium of hi kind; yet will nor make uſe of them 
to obtain a parrial viſion of divine things, nay ſhuts out the 
light they yield, and ſorgetting the «ove pronounced againſt 
ſuch practice in SS cuts out windows for' himfelf ;** that 
is, means of coming to the fawvorr or 12 of Gov. For as 
there is n admiſſion for us to the lige of God's coumtenance 
but through theiwo/ndeev in the fide of Cux18 r, the true ark 
or houſe pierced ſot us to afford us it, ſo is there v admiſſion 
to divine knowledge but by ideas from ſenfible nature, May 
therefore my reader, as once Rabab, the ** enlarged one, 
pleaded in the natural fign of it, plead by the ſcarlet ſtream 
out of CMI T's fide, the window of more than agate's ſplen- 
dor, predicted in T1ſa. liv. 12. for admiſſion to Gop*s favour, 
that he may find grace abound to the opening of the eyes of 
his mind, and ſee with the church, his beloved looking forth 
through the g/aſs of nature and through ſignificant ordinan- 
des of Gop to cbear and aid his ſoul, and may be animated 
at the /ight the more reſolutely to perſiſt in his aſfett ion to biw 
and bis, amidſt every evil attempt to alienare it; 


N 
PLETION of it. No /eſs partially ſure do they 


view it, than a man would conſider a finely- 
executed deed of conveyance, put into his hands, 
who ſhould dwell upon the exquiſiteneſs of the 
parchment and the regularity of the lines and the 
nice ſymmetry and proportion of the /etters, 
without taking in the deſign of the deed and 
apprehending the inberitance it was thus drawn 
out to convey to him. Not leſs do their accounts 
of its final cauſes fall ſhort of its altimate pur- 
poſe than this man's accounts would of his 
deed, who declared it made only to ſhew all this 
ſymmetry of compoſition to the eye, and ſhould 
paſs over its being an inffrument that had an im- 
portant meaning under all this form, and convey- 
ed to him 2 very valuable efate(y). For if we 
conſider the world as this evident means to the 
ad, which it with all its correſpondency points 
out tous, we muſt needs own the means tohave 
ſuch a connection with the end, that they are 
not complete without it ; and conſequently that 

the 


| (y) Hence Bartas fays truly in his firſt day of his firſt 
week; 


The world's a ſchool, where (in @ general ſtory) 
Go p alwaies reads dumb lectures of bis glory. 
The world's a book, in falio printed all, 

With Goss great works in ietters capital. 
Eacb creature it a page and each effect 

A faire character, voide of all defeA, 

But as young trewants, toying in the ſchools, 
Infead, of learning, learn to play the fools ; 
Me gaze but on the babies and the cover, 
The gawdy flowers and edges gilded-over ; 
And never farther for our leſſon look 

Within the volume of this various book, 
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the MAN ITE STATION of JEsUs, as the READ 
of all things, is the very conſummation of th, 
creature. Inaſmuch as it receives through its va- 
rious introductory ſtages from nothing to union 
with Gop, by the neceſſary mediation of the 
GoD-MAN, perfection in him, the uniter of both 
worlds, who alone is per ſection abſolute and in- 
communicable (2). T H1s is its ultimate pur- 

poſe. THis its final cauſe, | 
Stay then, my ſoul, and contemplate the 
MYSTERY OF Gop, as thus collected from SS 
and illuſtrated by nature, Behold in this au- 
Jul ſight of things, the great Gon, who is glori- 
eus in holineſs, diſcovering himſelf as from ever- 
lafting delighting in nothing /e/s than an infinite 
PERFECTION, as A finite good correſponds 
not with znfinite complacency, and conſequent- 
ly a proof from his very nature, that his (a) 
working at all is with a purpoſe to accompliſh 
this CAPITAL aq, O] how ſhould the „out- 
bearted that are “ far from righteouſneſs” 
trem- 


z) Lord Bacon, in his confeſſion of faith, has aſſerted 
bis, though he did not deſcend to the proofs : than which 
confeſſion (excepting his perſuaſion of ſome law of nature, 
if he really meant a /aw independently of revelation, which 
yet I think he would not mean in oppoſition to his ovon profeſ- 
tions, already cited, of there being ns ſuch law) I know of no 
7rivate creed that ever ſhewed, in ſo ſhort a compaſs, ſuch a 
:ep inſight into the counſel of the redemption ; fuch a treaſure 
of divine truth ; ſuch a clear flate of our duties, obligations 
and Fates, as — — So that I cannot but wiſh this faith 
to dc in every beart and to be ſincerely cenſeſed with every 
tongue. 

( To fome preſumers, that, affecting to know more than 
bs revcalcd, dare to queſtion wobat was before done by the 
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lremble to oppoſe it!) of raiſing his work from 
33thing to perfeflion in HIMSELF.,—2. Behold 
this BEGINNING of the ways of Gon, in a fore- 
fight of every means (a) that would offer them- 
ſelves in time, in the courſe of bis ætenomy, pur- 
poſirig this mighty work, to bring the creatures, 
5 B threnei 
Aug bey, it han ſoffice to give the an{wer of the poet, in 
E 3 lines; (from St; Auſtin, alta ſctutantibus ge- 


Knowe (bold Blaſphemer) that, before, be buile 
A hel to puniſh the preſumptuous guilt 
Of thoſe ungodly, whoſe proud ſenſe dares cite 
And cenſure too his wildom infinite. 
Can carpenters, weavers and potters paſſe _ 
Ard live without their ſeveral works a ſpace ? 
Ard could net then the. Almighty, All-creator, 
Tb all prudent he without this frail theatre? 
Should waliant Scipio thus bimſelf eſteem ; 
«+ Never leſs ſole than when be ſole dorb cem; “ a 
And could not Go, O heavy ns ! (what frantic folly) 
Subſeſt alone but fink in melancholy ? 
Sball the Pryenian princely NN 2 
Wat all _ be doth about him bear :** 
And ſhould the Lox d, whoſe wealth gxceeds all meaſure, 
Should be be poor without this worldly treaſure ? 
Go p never ſeeks out of himſelf for ougbt, 
He beg: of none, be bules or borrows nought z 
But dye ſrom the ocean of bis lib ral bounty 
He poureth out a thouſand ſeas of plenty. 
Ter Furus bleww, yer. moon did wax or wain, 
Ter ſea bod fiſh, yer earth had graſi of graie 
Gop was not void of ſacred exerciſe; 
He did admire big glorie's myſteries; _ 
Vis power, b1s juſtice a his providence 
His — grace And great beneficence 
Were tb' boly object of bis hen n thought, 
Upon the which eternally be reug b. y 
ove he liud not; for bis so andspinttT 10 
ere with bim aye, of equal might and merit. 
K a 14 day of the 1ſt weeks, 
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thrones or dominions or principalities or (b) peth. 
ers, unto this perfection of RIGHTEOUSN £38 
and STRENGTH through the mediation of . the h 


. — #4 * > A 
GoDp-MAN ;.to give therefore that unto them 
by 1MPUTATION, Which it was and is as im. 
— */ * . - g 

poſſible for them otherwiſe to have, as it was or | 
is for them finally to ſtand or conſiſt wir Hob r 
1 it, and to gather them, thus reconciled to Gop, | 
[| under the ONE perfecting HEAD of all things, | 
CHar1sT, (c) who is BEFORE 2l{things, and by 
or in whom all things have their conftitution or con- | 
jt, as their ALPHA and OMEGA; as their Bx. | 

1 SEL N. y * * 
GINNING and their END; as their AUTHOR and 
| | FINISHER, ' For if it is fie that nv creatute can 
. ſubſiſt in natural life without a place under the 
fun, we find it is equally Jo,” that no creature can 
have /piritual life or ſupport and confirmation in 
it, unleſs viewed in the LUST ARE of the su of 
RIGHTEOUSNESS and gathered in this oNE in- 
finite perfection, in which alone Gop (4) is well. 
- ple ſed. 

(0) Epb. i. 1.—C. is 16, 2. | 
(c) Vid. 7d #4v]2 i evTw cuntonxey. I/ xliv. b. 
(d) Matt. iii. 17. Hence we ſee the devil's 5igh' crime, 
that diſqualified him from mercy is like that which diſgzalifc: 
apoſtate ven; namely, a refuſal to ſtand con fir med in Cx x157's 
righteouſneſs, after a manifeftation of the grace of the powers of 
the world to come : à rebellion againſt the x ING of kings, after 
the enjoymend bf a place in bis kingdom, in the face and amidſt 
| the diſplay of divine lo; and this ſelf-tempred, as ſuch are, 
41 who, in the face of a power that · bas called them to a ſtate of 
1! ſalvation and warned them dgainf the tempter, do wu 
8 concur” with him} and in bigb bontempt of Cur 1sT's perfect 
righteouſneſsand Holy rule, join this tempter. For it is the ſcrip- 


ture · doctrine that there are perſons whom it is impoſſible to re- 
- new 
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pleaſed. 3. In the next place, therefore be- 


hold in ſubſerviency"to this his purpoſe fm 
of the creatures; that were not and could not be 
in themſelves exempted from falling, becauſe not 
abſolutely perfect in them ſelves, proud and with. 
out any 'outward temptation with- drawing the 
ſubmiſſion due to this HEAD, Ac Jud. ver. h. 
refuſing to ſtand complete in him; the L1GHT, 
and therefore of neceſſity falling into and continu 
ing in outer darticſe, not by a paſſing of them 
by as relievablt beings; but by theft being unger a 
total incapacity of "having 'o tory, 4. See the 


| 


Li 


new to repentancey namely, ſouls, hu having once taſted the 
5 $ of Gop and theſe divine po to porſect theni in 
Cyn18T fall away and apeſtatize,” Ihe ſame mind, that is 
diſpoſed to rezeRt it at one time, after ſuch. manfef evidence as 
the devils bad and ſuch men do recaue, will with that diſpo- 
ſition alzepys rejeQ it and throw itſelf beyond the reach of 
glorifying mercy. So that men in vain legk from Gop's 
paſſing by the. devils to vindicate their ſwppoſed praterition of 
/omeand a {arge part of mankind, as made with no other view 
than to be eternally damped and reprobeted' by the will or good 
þ/eaſure of x 14, that has declared it to be his pleaſure that none 
ſhould periſb and that he 2vou/d not the death of inner. For 
the præterat ian ofthe gewils riſes from their being what it is 
agreeable to nature's ideas to conrei vs as well as to SS to affirms 
there are in the ſpiritna world; namely, iscurables and ho- 
ließ by an alienat ſenſrom the ſus of righteouſneſs naceſſarily ſi- 
ſuated in ever laing darkneſs: and it is a prætetitien that fetches 
leari from the divine awour, that agreeable to his attributes, 
is led to male it : as we find in his /amentation.gver rebellious 
Jeruſalem, Nor will my reader ſee frem hence, apprehend, 


_ a leſs conglufive anſwer to theſe mem that, greening when 


they ſhould adore; ſay, why ſhould tbe devil fail or why un. 
get the erpgature mage perfett Fot ſuch an abſolute petiaction 
as excludes all poſũhility of dftet is in none hut Co, and the 
gu5/ren is in ehe words, © why could not Go mae a god #7? 
which inyolves in it the greateſt abſurdity and che deftrudiiaen 
$f che very unity and nature of Go. me 
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emblem world made to exhibit an idea of jhig 
grand ceconomy to man ;—— human nature, likę 
the garth, formed after the image of Gop to re- 
ceive this idea and to be the conyeyer of the Ms. 
SIAH, as touching the fleſh (e) then in man,— 
this nature, at the jnſtigation of the power of 

arkneſs in the courſe of his auerfeon to CHRIS H 
manifeſtation, falling willingly, out af {ove (/ tg 
his wife, into an idelatreus ſubmiſſion to the hea- 
pens and to their influence upon him, in preſerence 
to Gop, and hy introducing the ſlow poiſon of the 
fruit into his (g.) hody, as well as poiſonous and 


re- 

(e) Rom. ix. 6.—1 Tim. ii, 13. (f) Ver. 14. 

g It is plain from the text in Gen. iii. it was a fruit that 
brought death” or a ſubjection to death in the courſe of natur-: 
which ſhews how abſurdly men have harangued againſt 4. 
dom's being thus puniſhed for eating an apple {which, by 
ſome tradition doubtleſs, obtained fo low as the Roman: the 
name of the-Latin word for * evil,” (Malum), Becauſe to this 
day, in nature, the eating of certain fruits is death. And as the 
pumſhment would naturally follow the probibition was a mer- 
ciful cantion. But if eating a fruit will bring death on the 
body or outward man, tis agreeable to nature to affirm that, 
as a part of the ſpiritva/ ceconomy and having an inward man, 
he might alſo be poiſoned by receiving a fruit or ſuggeſtion of the 
devil, by putting himſelf under the rule of the ſunny influence, 
which the material fruit repreſente (for ſuch repreſentations pre- 
vailed low down in the beat hen world) and brought along with 
itz by having drſorder/y movements excited in the aal , 
which we know affect the nd, to lead the will captive; and 
ſo be wholly corrupt and die to God ind divine life. What 
propriety there is in the cure has been ſhewed in a note above. 
And they that have not the cure are ſtill under the wor hiag of 
this original poiſon,” ſenſual and of a"carnal mind, Hlinded by 
the ſhowy gou of this world. Had Dr. Taylor confidered this 
connec ion between ſoul and body and bow death came, he 
had not run into an error, ſo fatal to himſelf and others, and 
denied a ſpirituol death to Gos to be the punt ſoment of Adam's 
fall, as well as a temporal death x which denial would make 

nn . of. nn ——— 
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rebellious ſentiments. concerning what it was 3 


ſign of into his ſoul, rendering himſelf ſubject 
to natural and ſpiritual death; worthy to be 


the eut-caft of heaven and earth (kh). 5. Then fre 
the redemption by the woman's ſeed promiſed — 
the typic deſt ruction of the world for their unbe- 
lief of it, with the ſinners it bore—the covenant 
ſurther confirmed Oop's care of the family who 
had the promiſe;—their rebeſlien in the face of e- 
very typical deliverance and this riſing into ſuch a 
growth of wickednels, as to make it the FULL- 
NESS OF TIME for the SUN of RIGHT EOUS- 
oEss to viſit us from on high and be manifeſt in 
the fleſh, in order to ſuffer at their hands, and 
to work ſuch @ mighty act in his ſuffering courſe, as 
ſhould BRIGHTEN the creation and reconcile al 

things 


CunisT ** the reſurreion and life only to one haf of man 
and at the ſame time ſuppoſes tho? Adam's ſoul finned, that the 
penalty ſhould fall only on the 5ody that obeyed it : inſtead 
of concluding that as all punri/oments to the jou! muſt be de- 
Icribed by bodily puniſhments, for us to have an idea of them, ſo 
death being threatened to the man did import his ſoul az well 
as body and ſo the whole man ſhould die, and that in the death 
of the body, which amongſt orber reaſons dies for infiru#ion 
in this point, man ſhoyld bave an idea pf the death of the ſou! 
to Go b. It is a ftriting one — may it be ſo to my reader and 
may he reckon bimſelf alive only in Cu A is and ſo eſcape the 
ſecond death. N ; 

(b) This our nature in Adam forſeited ; heaven in reverſion 
and a place in the earth ; deſerving nothing of courſe but 
bell : which leads us to ſee the wonderful ſati fact ion given to 
the demands of Gop's juſtice by Cnz1sT, who ſuffered an 
humiliation and came down from beawen'? to earth, and then 
was taken from the earch on the croſs, as an out- caſt of borb, 
Ol may our ſojourning in the earch, we enjoy thro? his grace, 
be with a view to obtain the beawen he purchaſed again ro us, 
by his being this 0z-caft of both for us. * 
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things to Gor in heaven and earth. And, i in 
ſhore, behold'the ſevetal eb, ſpiritual and 
temporal, ſince the coming of CHRIST, in the 
circumſtances of churches or nations in general 
and of individuals in particular, all falling out 
to keep up the analegy between the SPIRITUAL 
and NATURAL WORLDS, where there are ſome 
in the 7ight and ſome in the dark; and ultimatch 
for the accompl, ;ſbment of this grand ſcheme of 
redemption in the church, and for the manife- 

ation of the REDEEMER in his GLORY, as con- 
feſſedly the EAD of the (a) Creation of all prin- 
cipalities and powers and dominions. 

And canſt thou contemplate this grand de 
of Gop, eyen in thy feeble apprehenſions of it, 
(and eint are the flrongeſt we can have, ) to bring 
us from nothing to PERFECTION in bimſelf by 
CHR1sT ; canſt thou view this K1GH EST work 
of Ws: whoſe height we never can reach, 
but ſhall ever be aſcending to and not lay, that 
in this MYSTERY of his will here is indeed ma- 
nifold wiſdom, nay, that in CHRIST are ALI. 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge laid gut, 

as it were, that we may be complete in 1 M'; 
and of, courſe treaſures worthy our malt um- 
ble receit ? For if this meditation on the'{ub- 


er- 


60 MUS By the bead, (the Ar zin) the alles 2 
Gen, i. 1. (compare it with Rev. iii. 14. S ⁰ „4. J. the 
feruſ. Targum renders this by wigDoM,! » (doubtleſs from 
N. viii. 22.) as they do wer. 26. Gop neee 9 the 
vonn of the LoxD created. 


t GS SE; 


vils apoſtacy, the formation of the world and all 
that is therein, and man's fall and every other 
event in the kingdomsdf the earth are, but PRE 
PARATORY to, and a work that coſt our bleſ- 
ſed LoxD ſuch deep bumiliation-ta accompliſh s 
in ſhort, if it be chat by which. alone we can be 
brought to perſectzgn and of  courle . that by 
which alone the. infinite complacency of Gon 
can, from the very perfectien of his holy nature, 
reſt upon us, I perceive unbelief and 4 preſump- 
tion of a natural light, law or religion counter- 
afts this whole wiſdom and counſel of Gop in 
CHrIsT Jxsus, would render ALL this yaſt 
apparatus of no avail to a man's ſalvation, ſtits 
bim up to live in oppoſition to that RIGHTE- 
ousVEss which he cannot otherwiſe poſſibly 
have than by imputation and without which he 
cannot enjoy the good pleaſure of Gop, nor 
have his SPIRIT to 72/94 him, '#hd is on this 
account, a DEPART ING from: the living Gob-: 

from 
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from him that is GLORY and therefore in its 
very nature a damning ſin that caſts men into 
iter darkneſs. Shouldſt thou not then prey 
Gob, who has aboukded towards thee in ſo much 
wiſdom and prudence, and by SS applying N A- 
TURE made known to thee the K1cnts of the 
glory of this myſtery, to prevent thy running 
beadlons into ſueh a condemnation, in order to 
become a faſhionable devotee to the unnatural 


lidl of the di boldly-preſuming fancy, and 


at orice to commence an apoffate from Gon and 
nature? Shouldſt not thou intreat him, whole 
judgments are evidently a great deep, to keep thee 
from the deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs,” 
and to pour his grace abundant on thee with 
faith and love, (i) that thy whole man with every 
of its affections may be gathered from vanity to 
Gob, © according to this his own eternal pur- 
« pe in CR I Jesus?” And lf ſhouldſt 
thou not ſue to Him that, in order to it, thou 
mayſt with th:s faith of the onz EN of ature 
and REVELATYoN by nature regard the wor xs 
of the Lok Þ according to this their original de- 
ſign ; mayſt <* fit (#) down with © the ſaints at 
<« his feet” to receive the words of his truth ac- 
cording to their imward ſenſe and guickning ſpi- 
rit (1) and may draw out (m) their wiſdom 

r 5 22 what- 
Oy A Oo end Naa: 
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but in tho margin, dra werb out, is from pπτ PV, from! 
whence 
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whatever of time and pains thou /aye/? out, as 2 
moſt invaluable import; (n) as * a merchandize”* 
far „ better than the merchandize of filver or 
« oain of fine gold, were all the ſtore- houſes 
of the land, nay of the worid full of them and 
all thine: becauſe. having “ in her right- hand 
« length of days, in her left-hand riches and 

« GLORY” (0). 
Nor is the ſentiment ſingular. For hear 
we not the patient patriarch, (p) with this view 
5 C of 


whence may I be permitted to ſay perhaps came the Fygliſp, 
puke for a vomit, a poke, a pack, pick, Cc.) and ſignifies to 
drato or pour a thing forth or cat, as the ſoul in If. hi, 8. 
or as flores in Pſ. .cxliv. 13. importing that the voi ſdom of 
Cop in SS, like the garners, has an outward coſe, even 
the letter; but has alſo, like them, packed contents, as a ſoul 
or ſpirit; ©* all manner of ſpiritual ** fora” of know- 
ledge, for the ſupport. of our faith, within, to be educed 
from them: tho” not vated to the fight that penetrates not 
beyond the letter, any more than the ſoul is manifeſt or the 
frre viſible to bim that only views the outward caſe or body. 
What then the man does to the garner to come at his fores 
that we muſt do to SS, to draw out this underflanding. And it 
is not to be paſſed by that the Rabbins ſtill uſe the word P19 
PV dur x for ſighs or ſobs, ſuſpiria from ſub- ſpiro, which are 
fetched or drawn up from within a body and breathed out from 
under a form; for happy is the man that has this breathing 
forth of the Sy: n1T by the literal form of the word to his ſoul, 
All beyond this is falſe pretence : all without this ignorance, 

(n) Ver. 16. N 

(e) And agreeably to this Dr. Ellis obſerves, ¶ Knol. of 
Divine Things, Cc. 439.) ©* when the II cus has 
thus manifeſted itſelf, the wok ks become proper wit - 
« nefſes to what the wo Þ has revealed concerning its great - 
* neſs and perfection (and I add, this em of love in 
Cuz1sT :) then natura/ means become illuſtrations of the 
« ſuper. natural ones, and viſible things an evidence of intel- 
66 ual.” 

(p) Je xii. 8. Tes, the very word uſed for the teach- 
ing of the law, for ( ToxeT) the prge# of God, re- 
vealed in natural ideas. . 
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of the Exp of the creation, not as fin diſco» 


vering but as illuſtrating the things of Gon 
when diſcovered by a revelation of them in 
ideas taken from it, thus refer his friend, and 
ſpeaking ſtill by this word thus direct thee and 
every one to the creature for information: ſay- 


ing, „ask now (5&7 SAL make a deduction 
from) the bee/ts and they ſhall (teach, projet 
6 or) plan it out to thee and the fow!s ef the 
6 air, and they ſhall (tell) () be guides to thee, 
« or ſpeak to the earth and it ſhall plan out to 
<« thee, and the fiſhes of the ſea ſhall ( deelare or) 
cc cypher (r) it out to thee?” Is it not on the 
ſame principles the holy impleader, (s) who was 
te perfect in knowledge” gives this admonition 
to the enduring ſufferer in every age? Saying, 
& remember (i) thou (magnify or, ſpread abroad 

bis 


(2) WIe ſhall guide thee—even as ſpeech or word: go 
before us, as guides to the things or perſons ſpoken or de- 
ſcribed. 

(r) WD Snerer ; already explained. 

(„) Fob. xxxii. 2. Elibu; i. e. my ALLY (Gop) ur, the 
ſon of (NK Bex x at) the bleſed of Gov, the Buzzite (/ 
the deſpiſed one, (ſee Iſai, iii. 3.) of the family of 257 Rex 
the exalted one, See St. Luke c. i. 48. and the type in 1 Che. 
XVii. 17, Ec. 

(t) xxxvi 24.— The word KYW Sec 14, from W Sec, 
(from whence perhaps the Englifh, - ſage, for a man of greet 
wiſdom, as well as for the ſpreading herb ſo called,) fignifies 
to ſpread abroad as a cedarin Lebaron, Pſa. xcii. 13. and ſo 
to over ſpread and in this ſenſe to be great. So that the direc- 
tion is that we remember to cauſe to be ſpread abroad Gov's 
work, even the frange and marvellous work of grace, Lai. 
xxvili. 21,—XXiX, 14. as illuſtrated by his works in nature. 
And this, he ſays, ** men bebold (or contemplate Sena: 
as an object is ſeen in its idea or image, by a fight that as a di- 
reHor binds or collects all the light given it, to a point, as an 

um- 
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« his WORK which men behold, every. man, 
« may ſee it (as in 3 medium of viſion) may be» 
« hold it afar af,” Dis becauſe, of this that 
the chriſtian WIS DOM, ftanding indeed in the 
top of theſe: high places (u) and by the way in 
the places of (theſe our) paths and with words 
e lain to him that underſtandeth and r:ght 
« to them that (are not born with but) find 
* C2 * know- 

vmbilicus or navel, called alſo :) al the Adam or every 
man has ſeen it (M Heu from n Hez r, whence p 
the word ſee) bas had a viſion, in a medium of ſimilitudes, ex- 
labiting a viſien of it to them: it being, as obſerved before, 
the very word uſed for the fight the prophets had of ſpiritual 
things in their repreſentations, as Ezekiel, Cc. and by which 
they who tb ſaw them are called (m Hez iu) “ Man 
* may be made to behold it, (WI Irn) to have a pre- 
ect of it, (with all that benign lost of redeeming mercy, 
which the word when applied to Go p expceſſes ; ſee Leigh 
Grit. Sac. on Vn Nene x) put forth to us under natural re- 
preſentations, as (TIN BeruN IM) mers are produced in 
ſpetts and buſts, (whence botany ſeems to have come, and boat, 
&c;) or as conceptions in the womb, (Da Beruen, whence 
perhaps the word burton is) or as the mind ofa man in word. 
pronounced from the ſeoe//rng lips —ſo that it burſts forth, like 
germinating buds, Sc. upon the. ſeul's view, but PTY) afar 
Haas a diſtant proſpeR ; which We have but feint ideas of, dif- 

ing from fud/ viſion as a budding from the perfect fruit, as 
conception in the womb from the perfect delivery—we being 
in our preſent ſtate, with reſpect to the menifeftation of Gop 
in au his excellency, far off, like the people from the moune: 
when God, ſpeaking to Moſes only, as a type of Cuno, 
our intercefſor, *© who is ror vs to Godward,”* ** tobring®* 
our ©* cauſes to God, Exod. xviii. 19. was to come down ani 
deſcend in the Gzbt of all the people xix. 11.—2far-off, xx. 
18. within certain bounds or limitations to our knowledge of 
Gov; and which there is no breaking through to the Lon 
to gaze, for prieſt or people (whatever pious names men give 
to tlas gazing in the midſt of a delufive pretence to more ſpiri- 
tual andcloſer views of God, and thro* ſome boaſt of a ##1tous 
light) without periſbing, xix. 13. bo bath ears to hear t 
Sim hear. 

(u) Prov. viii. 2. SYDW9 Menent rar, by this name the 
bergbts of the beaven are called, Fob xxv. 2, 


; 


[ 


« 
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17 
« knowledge,” ſays, in agreement to this true 
fate of things (x) - Jexovan poſſeſſed me the 
«© BEGINNING of HEAD of his way, (before, or) 
the PRECEDENT of his woRKs fold. I was 
«(et up from everlaſting from the beginning, of 
« ever the earth was : when there were no depth; 
20 8 139021721 dz C041 «] 


* 


(x) Prov, viii. 22. 1291 MCXRTRasrTDrexv. For there 
is no 5 in; which is a Clear aſſertion that the wiſdom of Gop 
manifeſt in CM ais, the nz AD of all things; as the redeemer, 
was that by hieb the world was made; to which it owes its 
being, as the preſent ſyſtem does to the firſt creation; and of 
gwbich, as of a ſpring, it thus in a certain form diſcovers the 
ſeveral movements, ' For it were ſtrange to think that a u 
ſhould have no connection with nor lead to him that is declared 
the BEGINNING of it; and this in the very circumſtances 
it is otherwiſe impoſſible for us, without being caught up to 
immediate viſion, to come to the knowledge of him. Nor have 
the Robbin neglected to bring this text to prove their /aw was 
before the creation, in the counſel of Gov. But leſt this ſhould 
not be ſufficient evidence, we have a further teſtimony given 
us in the next words. before bis works of o. N YOYD1D DP 
Quepem Meyorru Maz—the firft of which words ( 
Queen) fignifies not only a precedent time as before, but 
place or thing, (See Leigh on the word) what we calla yr T-. 
DENT, after which a things done, For Dy Or, (whence 
the Latin o/:m comes) is eternity, and this only ſignifies eter- 
nity by conſequence, as this purpoſe of Gop was before all 
time and ſo an cena purpoſe Epb. iii. 11. as the eaftern 
part of the heavens is what preceded the earth and it r turn- 
ed to, or as to this day in nature things are manifeſted! ac- 


cording to a preceding form, So agreeable is it to nature to 


conceive the ſpiritua / ſyſtem to be framed after this precedent; 
by which we are to underſtand, not, with ſome antient berefies, 


any platonic ideas diſtin from God, as if Gop was not wiſe 
without ovr means, but the counſel! of his own effential wiſ- 


dom and will, #ph. i. 5, 9, 11, which is to him what our 


-pre-conceived models &c. are to us, as the yrxECEDENT of 


his works of old; of creation and every ſubſequent diſpenſation 
in it, whether patriarchal or legal. So much is the manifeſta- 


tion of chriſtianity the end they were made for. And what 


it was his wiſdom to execute it muſt be ours to believe and con- 


Form to, with all our heart and all our ſoul. 


* een e 
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« 7 was brought forth when there were ' no 
« fountains abounding with water. Before the 
« mountains were ſettled ; before the bills was [ 
« brought forth — while as yet he had not made 
te the earth nor the fields nor (the principles v 
% RASsH) higheſt parts of the du/s of the world. 
« When he prepared the beavens I was there; 
« when he ſet a compaſs upon the face of the 
&« depth; when he eſtabliſhed the clouds above; 
«< when he ſtrengthened the forntainsof the deep; 
te when he gave to the fea his decree that the wa- 
&« ters ſhould not paſs his commandment; when 
<« heappointed the foundations of the earth. Thea 
« | was by him, the Amen (e) brought up 
« with him. I was daily the delight of delights 
« (=>PWpv) rejoicing always as an Iſaac, before 
t him; for the uſe of his prefence, rejoicing in 
te the habitable part or ball af his earth, and the 
« delight of my delights were (or are) with the 
{y) ſons of Adam.” Nor is it leſs becauſe of this 
ultimate de/ign of the book of nature that Moſes 
in his {aww has throughout uſed the fing. of this 
world, in his fignificant ritual, to picture divinity 
to the ſenſe that the P/almi/t ſpeaks his reſelu- 
tion to give due attention to Gop's works, 
ſaying, (z) „Iwill exerciſe myſelf in the works 
« of thine hands: that he joins this aſer vat ian 
concerning men's neg/ed of it ; becauſe they (a) 

regard 


: (9) Fer. 23 245 255 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 3 MANN 


Mes #eqQeT. = Ng” 
(z) Pal, Ixxvii. 12, — cli. 5. (a) Xxviile 5. 
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regard not © the waRKs of the Lon p nar the 
«© OPERA TIONS of his hand, he ſhall deſtroy 
* them and not build them up' — and that, 
when be had been ſpeaking of the works of Gop 
in the waters, he thus concludes I ho is quiſe 2” 
« For he will (4) obſerve the/e things and they 
« {hall cauſe themſelyes to underſtand the (loving 
kindneſs or) „ mercies of the LoR D.“ Surely it 
was hence too, as well as to eviace his ſapremacy, 
the prophets have ſo frequently introduced the bea 
vens and the creatures, as the works of the RE- 
DEEMER, (c) which he framed in his WIsnox; 
and have ſo conſtantly made them /ub/ervient to 
the illuſtration of his coun/e/ to men, who, by na- 
ture, * are more brutiſh than To K Now,” But we 
have an authority that ought to have the pre- emi- 
nence with perſons that bear the chriſtian name. 
The ever - adorable Ixus, with lips full grace 
and truth, enforcing this connectian between 
NATURE and CHRISTIANITY, fummons the 
whole creation in his parables to miniſter his ge- 
pel. And all this reference of us to NATURE, 

for 

7 e Wo nen 400") m v ee 
IsMER is the very werd uſed for the obſervance and attention 
that was to be paid to the paradiftacal repreſentations and to 
the ſbadowing ordinances of the law or projeft of Gop*s love. 
And here it may not be befide the preſent ſubject to mention 
that the Caraitiſb doftors, amongſt the Jet, ſay, ** that 
% is a paradiſe where the ſoul is nouriſhed by the fight and 
% Inewledge of ſpiritual objects, which they hold to be by 
FPgores, Sc. aſſerting the ſoul to be ſich, ** when it appre- 


hends not ſpiritua/ truth,** Moſes Tra, M. S. a, 
Klish, cited by Baſnage, P. 109. 
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for our inſtruftion in chrifttanity, by the 
holy men of old time and by our Lord is a 
MATTER OF FACT to be ſeen in the SS by 
any enquirer with ſuch full evidence, that Ican- 
not wonder the Fews, according to the fe, in 
latter ages, even amidſt all their revolt from that 


very REDEEMER, (d) to whom they judge a 
par- 


(4) This conſeſſion the Fewos call πNτ Gavi x, redompe 
tion, meaning a redemption confeſſed in prayer, of which R. 
Fochanan ſays in the book called Beracoth, fol. 4. column 2, 
« who is the ſon of the world to come He that joins the 
Grvrian, realemption to the evening prayer. And they have 
two forms in which they make this confeſfron, 1. That in the 
morning is called 28") FOR Amer Vejaz z In, from the in/. 
tial words of it, and which, after a long relation of their re- 
demprion from Egypt, ends with what is properly called the 
Grvian, redemption, SKV UTP WU Me MM RU 

deu My be MN Guarxy Jenovan JezavrT 
Seu u; Quepus IS AT: (from Iſa. xlvii. 4.) Ben ux ATEZ 
Jexovan Gvar IsxAL. As for cur REDEEMER, ſenovan 
of bott it bis N AN, the noLY oxE of Iſrael. Bleſſed be tbou, 
enovan, the REDEEMER of Tſrae/: 2. That in the evening 
is called Nm NOR Euern Vermonan and cloſes thus, 
= n D n Dy RNMTND 15 VN Fer. xxxi. 
11 "12+ 5813 de 11712 Nuamer KI Pepe — Ar 
—— Ucarxu Mio Hered Mene vu: Bezux ATE 

VAL IS SAT. * It is written“ that Jenovan hath a- 
DEEMED Jacob and RANSOMED bim (See the note on Get) 
from the AND (of him that wat or in a word according to 
the Hebrew) of a $TRONGER than be: bleſſed be thou, the nx - 
DEEMER F Iſracl. See Jacobi Rbenferdii Diſputat. de Re- 
dempt, Marcofiorum & Heracleonitarum 21. From hence my 
reader may ſee the ſreſi laid even by the Fews on the remem - 
brance of the redemption of ſeuovan; and while he ſees them 
corfining it to the rypical deliverance out of Egypt and be- 
bolds its plain reference to the noLY ons of Gap, to asus, 
as the incarnate Jenovan, that was to ws an awenger of our 
blood, a raiſer up of ſeed from our nature to Go, and 3 
ran ſomer of our inheritance, though with his e, and ſo in 
every and the Fulleft ſenſe a N Gar, may he daily remember 
this xzDEE MER in the prayer of faith, may he ©* thew forth 
* bis drurb (ſor him to Go vp) till he come, and with his {ps 

aud 
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particular daily confeflion to be dual to ſalva- 
tion, ſhould yet have held this connection of na- 
ture with the language of divine truth, tho' very 
romantically and in a fabulous manner ſet forth 


by their cabbaliſis, (e) and abuſed, as the beſt 
things 
and in his /ife may he magnify and praiſe the LoD Jesus; 
not forgetting to intreat him with all the freedom of his grace 
fo tu the hearts of the Jes, out of a ſenſe of his far greater 
delryerance, to refer theſe confeſſions to him, as truly Jexovan 
their x EDEEMER, as truly the voLY ONE of [ſraci, that rar. 
Somed them and us from the ffrong hand of incenied juſtice, 
from the frength of fin, the law and its condemnatory ſentence, 
and from the firong captivity of Satan, See Luke Xi, 21.— 
2 Tim. ii. 26. | 
(ce) Hence came the Few: notions, 1. of the upper and 
chief angels, by which, from their citing of P/. civ. 4. to prove 
it and ſaying they were made of fire and water, Cc.“ it 
is eaſiſy gathered they mean the miniſtering agents in nature — 
2. of theſe angels having a book which Adam learned in order 
to attain the SS of wiſdom which are written in nature's 
types. — 3. of every ſphere being animated, — 4. of theſe 
angels apprebending the law: and thly, though contra- 
dictory to the former, of Adam's knowing by this means what 
they know not, For they divide the @niverſe into three parts, 
the angelic, the farry and elementary world; and they portion 
out the Hebrew alphabet into three parts alfo, to expreſs 
the connection of nature with this language, and make each 
letter in thefe parts a ſymbol of ſomewhat in the war See 
Zobar in Parafha Bereſhith — the Pikeavoſs, Pava-bathra, 
Seder Halalab & Sider Nigholam, For a particular account of 
them fee Baſnage Hiſt. of the Jesus, Stebelin's Traditions, Cc, 
becauſe it is forcign to my purpoſe to give one bere ; nor in- 
deed have I inclination to dwell on ſuch romance as they ob- 
ſcurely delivered this analogy of nature in. But ene thing may 
be obſerved perhaps with profit both to them and Chriſtians, 
2s it ſhews more clearly how uſeful and antient this analogy of 
nature is for the attainment of ideas of divine truth. And it 
is 6h, that as they make the firſt zen letters ſymbolically ſet 
forth the ten divine names, of which they give very fabulous 
accounts, if they mean what they wrire (for that they oft do 
#tberwiſe, and only thus ſtrangely and prepoſterouſly convey 
bidden truths; as original fin, Fc. has been thought by 
ſome writers, whoſe cirion, for the credit of the N 
enſe 
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things may de, to countenance (range errors 
and impleties. Again, if in thepatrienchel, le- 
gal and prophbetie axconomies, even from the firff 
man to the redemption in CHRIST, we ſte NA- 
TURE, With its re/fdring ſcenes, viewed by men 
in this light ofa nEPRESENTRR of divine truth, 
and to thit day treated as ſurh by Hruel, accurd- 
ing to the fob; thou mayſt ſee it is not leſs 
true that they who are the ſeed of Abra bam, be- 
cauſe heirs of his faith, even the illuſttious aps- 
Ales and their champion ſucceſſors in the cauſe 

| 5D of 
ſenſe of ſome i writers, I cannot hut ant to) ſo they 
remarkably affirm of the initial letter Caph 3, that it is the 
« P/hcadin'or pri u AID the prime Influence of the fen hl 
« world, flowing, thro” the power of GoD; into a {pings 
that have ert and . the lower creation, by pe- 
« netrating deep into the forms thereof, with life. (See He- 
belin's Traditions, g.) And they hold that 7 Capo final, which 
they feign the /ymbol of the angel Reziel, was Adam's inffruc- 
ter For my reader, on knowing that thhletter, when uſed 

a particle, exprvſſes fmilityde, likeneſs, as, according 10, m 
eafily ſee, fromthe firft account, that they conceive every thing 
in this loaner world to be made a fimititude or Heneſt of fur, 
(however fernt it he) of what is above, ſo as to become charged 
with ſome Buden truth fer man; which they, in their manner, 
expreſs by ſupppſiag % to 4nimart them, as the epeſtate begs 
tbenz alſo expreſſed themſelves and from the ſecond account, 
that this Aru, ii tene ſt or form ot pattern of heavenly things, 
of which Car is the Hebrexw fign, was the means, by the mms 
Pry whereof Adam was taugbt and inſtructed under the revela- 
e of God applying it to give him an idea of the ſpiritual truth. 
And would the Fews on this principle view their /awp and 
frat we ſhould ſoon ſee them leave their fables,” which 

ave /in e troth mixed with mach falſhood, for The goſpel and 
find them as zealous for as they are iow agaizf it, Pot 1 
may venture with my feeble abilities, in the confidence of the 
ine truth, to call upon them for one O, one freilitude, extant 
in naturr or applied in SS, that has not The £8's r. 
accompliſhed in Carter, my Lose and my Gov 5 
To TN Ts RA 6/4 v8 the end of tbat which was 
to be (wrought out and ſo) done away. 2 Cor. iii. 13. 
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of truth viewed the creature in the ſame let 


not as CHRISTTANITY's adverſary, but as its 
irrefutable apolagiſt and demonſtrator, For we 
have heard our'apo/ile's faith concerning this 
matter declared to the Romans, Corinthians, 
Galatians, Colaſſians and Hebrews; which there 
is no occaſion to repeat, tho' we may profitably 
recollect, that he makes the creation to have been 
to the Gentile world as well as to himſelf, fo 
confeſſedly the etabliſhed medium to this partial 
viſion of Gop, as to ground upon it the juſtice of 
God's proceedings towards them for the dark- 
"neſs they had choſen, '(f) But beſides him, S.. 
James and the apeſtle of the circumciſion thut 
view nature, when they in their piles (g) col- 
lect the ſeveral parts of it to pifure the work of 
redemption, our relations and duties by; and ef- 
pecially the latter, when, ſetting before the ſcat- 
tered chriſtians the enrapturing object of their 
towering hope, in which they lived viforious 
above this little world, he takes the ideas from 
this preſent ſyſtem to repreſent it to their ſouls 
and ſays, we according to H1s promiſe look 
& for KEW HEAVENS (5) and a NEW EARTH, 
| 6 where- 


Rom. i. 19, 


St. James 27 K 79) where, though every word conveys 
an idea taken from ſome material object, my reader will more 
readily ſee the creatzres uſed as figures of ſpirituali, c. i. ver. 
6, 10, 11, 12, 7, 23.—4. it, 26, — ver. 3, 4» 5, Os 7, 11, 
oy iv. Io = v. 7. mo Pet, 1 32 77 13, 24. — fl. 

» 6, 8, 25, — ili. v. 8. — 2 Epi. 8, 9, 13, 19, 422.— 
en 
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ee wherein dwelleth RIGHTEOUSNESS,” Nor 
do the holy Jude (i) and the ſingularly beloved 
diſciple, as evangeliſt, apoile and prophet leſs 
conſtantly apply nature as expolitory of divine 
things. To receive conviction their writings need 
but be reviewed. If in thoſe of the former it ſeems 
leſs abundant, in thoſe of the latter it fo clearly 
meets us in every viſion and riſes out of every 
verſe that I need not point it out to thee, When 
therefore the founders of the chriſtian churches 
ſo uniformly held this faith, concerning the pre- 
ſent world, and delivered their doctrine in its fa- 
miliar and ſtriking images to their converts, what 
ſhould their ſtedfaſt ſucceſſors in thoſe churches 
do, but aſſert the ſame and preach the ſame 
ideas to their reſpective locks ? And according- 
ly they do ſo, For Ignatius (4) ſays, the holy 
prophets in their perſons and lives repreſented 
what Cyg1sT JesUs was to be and do, includ- 
ing all their uſe of natural types and deſcriptions, 
(1) Juſtin Mastyr frequently affirms the things 
that are ſeen to be the medium thro' which we 
have our ideas of divine things; and he deſcribes 
them * as groveling in vile luſts upon the earth 
te that are not able to look vp to the /ublime and 
5 D 2 „ di- 
(5) Epiſt. of Jude, wer. 5, 6, 10. St. John's Geſp. par- 
ticularly c. i. 5 to 9.— 32, 39— il. 19.—ill. 4, 8, 12, 
18 to 21.—iv. 10, &c. 35.— vi. 32.— vii. 37.— vill. 33.— 
c. x. 1, &c.—Xi. 9.—XIiIl. 24, 35, 46.—XIIl. 10,--c, xv. 
—XVi. a1 —XXIi. 15.— 1 Epiſt. i. 5. —il. 9, 10, It, 20, 
li. 3, 14.— iv. 7.—v. 6, 8. Revel, throughout, 


() Epift, ad Mognes, (!) In Dialog. Ed, Paris. 364. 
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Alvis things ignified by them.” He applicy 
all (m) the vile things of the patriareha and 
Moſaic cconomy, tings, man, as u father, wife, 
batHe, place, one, wood, lamb, Hood of the grape, 
garments, witty, ſprinkling, &c. as figures of like 
ſpiritual things. And if ( ")theantient author of 
the Ecclefraſtical Hierarchy infifts that the works 
ate a medium, by which we have the knowledge 
of divine things, reneus, that zealous defender 
of the true and orthodox faith, ſays, *« Gop 
& called the Fes, by things temporal to things 
e eternal,” and that Moſes was forty days on 
& the mount, learning the twerds' of Gop and 
« the heavenly characters (o) or letters and the 
< ſpiritual images and prefigurations of things to 
« come.” In another place, ſa conditio oſten- 
dit eum qui condidit eam & ipſa /aFura ſugge- 
rit eum qui feeit & mundus manffeſtat eum qui 
per ſe diſpoſuit, (y) The fram? ſhews him who 
« framed it, and the wort ſuggeſts him who 
« made it, and the world manifeſts him who 
ce by himſelf diſpoſed it.“ And how does it 
this? Can moderns preſs the words into the ſer- 
vice of their notion of a demonſtration of GoD's 
exiſtence from the creature without vcvelation': 
deb? No. For as he affirms “ (4) man 
« knoweth Gon but he to whom the gow re- 


e yeals 
0 Page 313, Ec. 
I Dies. Arcop, in Calif, Hier. c. 2, already cited. 
* Page 37. (p) Lib. II. 129. 
0 301, 435. Hao etenim a ſe non widet dem, & al. 
201 mſelf does not fee Go. 
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te yeals him,” ſo he ſays © theſe works, which 
« GoD made and adapted (x2T#er1oa5), are types 
« of thoſe (r) things which are heavenly.” And 
therefore, that they manrf?/? the things of Gop 
in a gure is the confefion of this early father of 
the chriſtian (s) church; who joins too his full 
teſtimony that ** the worD of Gop was the ma- 
« ter of the world,” and therefore “ came to 
« his own and was crofſed in the creature, and 
« hung on the tree that he might re- capitulate 
all things in himſelf” to liſe and immortality 
«in the LIGHT of the FATHER” Again, 
ſpeaking of Gop's adorning the world and mak- 
ing man, he fays, HE from (f) himfelf taking 
« the EXEMPLAR of what was made and the 
«7rIGURE of the ornaments of the world.” 
Origen (u) is plainly on the fide of this doc- 
trine; and Bafil of Seleucia thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf. (x) „ By the creature we aſcend to the 
« LorD of the creature: for ſince Gop has 
e made the creature like a ladder, he has prepar- 
«ed BY IT a way for thoſe that eve him to 
« HIMSELF.” After him his name-fakeof Cz- 
ſaria (y) atteſts, “this woRLD is a SCHOOL 
« for rational fouls, an AacaDpEnyY for: the 
c KNOWLEDGE of Gop, by theſe invifble and 
« /enfible things taking the intellect, as it were, 
« by the hand to the contemplation of the invi- 


« ſible 


(r) Page 417 before cited, (i) Lib, IV. c. 37. & V. 18. 
() Lik IV c. 37. () In bis Comm. 
(x) Orat. I. Lib. II. (y) Homil. in Hexaem, p. 8, 9. 
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<« fble things.“ And in another place, he adds, 
« the(z) WORLD is a curious preparation exhi- 
de bited for the contemplation of all, that By Ir 
« we might have knowledge of the wisDoM of 
c its MAKER,” ſaying, (a) „we men enter 
ac into the WORLD as into a PUBLIC SCHOOL, 
4 and, having received intellect and eyes for diſ- 
« cernment, are commanded to READ Go as it 
« were from certain LETTERS in this cecono- 
«< my and diſpoſition of the wHoLE.” To this, 
Gregory Nazianzene (b) conſents, declaring 
« the WORLD is the great and admirable (une) 
4 HERALD or proclaimer of the majeſty of Gop 
4 this WORLD is as (c) it were a WRITTEN 
4% BOOK, preaching the glory of Gop and de- 
« claring (une:yogsveuWey) the HIDDEN mag- 
« nificence of GOD By 1T to thee, that has 
« underſtanding for the acknowledgment of 
ac the, TRUTH.” Hear too (4) the Egyp- 
1;zan's anſwer to the philoſopher, that queſtioned 
how he could patiently bear all things, when he 
was deprived of all the comfort of books. My 
« BooK, O phileſopher, is the NATURE of 
« the creatures; and THIS is always at hand 
« when I am diſpoſed to read the wokns of 
« Gop.” Nor was his aſſertion new. The ve- 
nerable prelate of Con/lantinople, that ſays, (e) 

« all 
- — - on . I —ͤ— Ad on 


(d) Focrot. Eccl. Hist. Lib, IV, C. $1. P · 2 6. 
(e) Cbryſoft, in Pſa. xliv. ' a 
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« all the divine names are (zere erzirytes) 


« analogical,” ſays alſo, that () op gave the 
« woRLD to the gentile philoſophers (arri 7% 
« N) for a Book” —Before him Clement of 
Alexandria, whom with Jrenæus Euſebius (g 
entitles “ bulwarks or defenders of the right and 
« catholic faith and moſt worthy of credit, re- 
markably ſays concerning the philoſophy of the 
gentiles, ** THIS was the SCHOOLMASTER (+) to 
« the Gentiles, as the Law was to the Hebrews, 
« to bring them to CHRIST,“ expreſsly affirm- 
ing the correſpondency of NATURE and REVE=- 
LATION and a common END to both. Again, 
« »hiloſophy,” (not that adulterated one of the 
ſchools, but the knowledge of nature which, he 
lays, came fromGoD to men) (i) « makinga WAY 
« before hand to WHAT was finiſhed by CHRIST, 
« is a preparative,—upon (+) which &4zowledge 
« (meaning of natural things) truth builds.“ 
Whence Cæſarius (I) rightly aſſerts, “ the SS 
« (2vo10acyes) ſpeaketh naturally or by thoſe 
« natural and ſenſible images,” the antients ſaid it 
uſed: op attempering the (n) repreſentation 
« of the viſion to the anfirmity of the bebo/ders or 
« ſeers. I might produce many more teſtimo- 
nies to this purpoſe out of theſe writers and their 


ſuc- 


(f) Hem, 5. in 1 Cor. (g) Ecel. Hit. L. 4. c. 14, 
(% Strom, L.. I. p. 282. (1) Page 287. 

(k) Strom, 7. 700. | 

(1) In Queſt, 15, p. 30. de apeſt. Paul. 

(m) Cbry . Hom, 1. e. 6. P. 404 · 
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feceefſors;even down to owr days, But I ſhall paſs 
them by with this general obſervation, founded 
on what has been advanced that there is not and 
cannot be uny writer of any ſect, who does not in his 
works, even in the bittereſt writings again re- 
velation, proceed upon this very principle of our 
having ideas of ſpiritudlor intellectual things from 
natural things, and ſo, by the ſaireſt conſequence, 
of nature's being iypical of them. For by this 
time it muſt be clear that thy ſentiment is ſo far 
from being ſingulur, that all men in very age, 
who either /peat of write, both believers and 
4nbelrevers, even in the very language with 
which theſe latter deny it, admit the END of 
NATURE, though many fee it not point out 
nnter for its END: juſt as the 7-ws admit 
the Mtssrat to be the END of their Law, tho 
they ſee it not fiowre him in Jes us. So that thou 
haſt not any room to be afraid of an 95je2:on, 
hen this and every word which men fe are thy 
evidence, that the “ things that are made“ are 
indeed, what the powerfully-reaſoning ambaſſa- 
Wor of CHRTST calls them, (u © RUDIMENTS” 
| | or 


29 SNA Te ro 148 are the words ufed by St. Poul, 
in Gal. iv. 3. and Cu. ti. 8. by which St. 2 a on the 

mer paſſage underitands the neww-moons and ſabbaths, and 
after him Tbeophylact; who tells us, that ſome by this word 
« underſtood the elementary and introductory /aw.** Theo- 
Aorer. p. 28. ſays, the kga/ ordinances are ſo called, becauſe 
from the ſun and ο, nights and days are made, and of 
« days, weeks. months and years; and the law ordered both 
* ſabbaths and new-moons and - anniverſary frafisand works of 
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or ELEMENTS” or ELEMENTAL "SIGNS, the 
hnnwledge of \divine truths is attained ; as lau- 
guage is underſtood by certain:figns or letters or 
principles, that ate the elements or rudiments of it. 
On the- contrary, the objectors will have moſt 
need of fear, whoy aſcending: hᷣot from theſe gen 
ments to the heavenly and chriſtian WI som 
6 R 275 280%. unto- 


« years to be kept. Gennadius in greumenius, pag. $97, 
thinks. by the 'e/tmertrs of the world he means alſo the fre 
and ewater uſed.in.the law. Upon the /atter paſſage,” Theor 
doret's explanation pag. 352. is the ſame., Theophyl/att pag. 

648. ſays the ſan and mo are ſo called ; and Suicerws on theſe 
juſtly remarks the legal ceremonies are ſa called, becauſe they 
were converſant about outwward and ble things; as — of 
ings, meats, drinks, f:flivals, and the cirtumeſſion which was' 
in the fleſh, So that putting theſe together it is clear the Mas, 
ſaiclaw was held to conſiſt of what, St. Paul evidently calls 
«.the elements of the world**, and the ſe of courſe to be, what. 
the /2w0 in theſe forms is ſaid to be, a badow, And indeed. 
gol , are not only elements, but alſo images, figures,” 
types, modules,” according. to Surdas,. “ which, within a fore 

« or long time have their accompl;Þþment,"*, Whence Er- 

f banius calls the ſigns of the Zodiacł by this name. Inbeves, 
Pytbag. Ord; 7. p. 12.-—and 16, p. 21. And. the word bas 
been applied to /ireral figns, Cc. the firſt elements of language 
or ſciences ever ſince; as the words go. x eie and go x 6090 15 
to the inſtruQtion of perſons by a catechi ſ in the principles! 
of che iſtiunity; inſomuch, that Arhanas: Orat. de Incarn. Verb. 
Tir. I. p. 109. calls one thing £017 4@G40 and nen 
— — c. II. de Hans. nom. 1 Joe. 
Clem, Alex, I. 6. Strom, p. 646. uſe it in the ſame ſenſe : and 

p. 645. he applies it to the philoſophy ofthe Greeks, as ele- 

mentary and preparative to the truth, Thereſore upon che 
whole, the go 644 Ts x je clearly Ggnify the elements q 
the world to be, what /etters are, as the elements of lan. 

guage, the things by which, as ſignificant of fpiritual and bes. 
venly things and as ſhadows of the body, which is Cun1gT,, 
men under God's teaching go forward (5&y;@ or as we 

word it from it, ſtalk) from earthy things to beaveply, as from 

literal ſigns we attain the ſenſe of an author, 
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unto ſalvation, to which they are the entrances 
have turned again (o) dnderd to theſo rudiments 
and alemanis oi the world, as agouth, called to 
higher advancts of ſcience, to his bitter or grams 
Man; and ambitious of the ſhowy. ci and its 
gaudy intergſtm and flecting plcafbres havetidola- 
trouſly madeithis mean the end foriivhich they 
lie: means that are weak and beggarly in com- 
pariſon of the power and glory of the end. If the 
things. of N AT RE then, appcar, both from the 
conflitution of man and the narure of ſpiri- 
taal objects and the confeſſion and practice of men 
in all ages, to be the ELEMENTS, from which 
thou ſhouldſt riſe into the knowledge of the ſy- 
ſtem of divine love in CHRIST ; it is not leſs 
true that thou haſt as great a cloud of witneſſes to 

my. it is thy duty. 
2. To look for an inward meaning and quick 
"ihe ſpirit in the SS, however men now too 
generally neglect this, and receive it only as the 
letter which Killetß and admit it only as a com- 
mandment in carnal ordinances (p) and ſo re- 
main carnal under it, For fince the SS are no 
morethan words applying'theſe natural and ele- 
mentary and vifible things in order to reveal in 


verbal ſigns what was before veiled in the viſi- 


ble things, that 1 might be directed into the 
knowledge of CHRIST, the END of all; it cer- 
win'y follows that this SS muſt, like the things 

| it 


6 Goh ive 9. ) Heb. ix. 10. 
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it applies have an inward fignificanty ; and ihat 
ſhouldſt thou / in the hug of the letter of in 
the Hell of $$ revelations, and not be led, un- 
der the grace of 'the W Is DO that revealed them, 
by the wordt to the viſible perſons or things they 
Rand for ; and further, not be carried thro* theſe 
viſible perſons or works of or in nature, as applied 
in ſcriptural charadters to the kernel, to the $P1- 
RITUAL PERSONS OF WORKS in the Hemm of 
grace, which the things were recorded to give us 
IDEAS of, as much as the word were to fignify 
the thing ey thou woul ſt act in the moſt direct op- 
boſition to the very ends both of NATURE and 
REVELATION : thou wouldſt ſo far o ruct᷑ the 
manifeſtation of CHR1$ST, the omega of the 
preparatory rudiments of the law and of the ele- 
ments of the world, to thyſelf and to others; be- 
cauſe rejefting the very medium by which, as thou 
art in the fleſh, this Xght and underſtanding can 
alone come to thee. So truly does this (g) w1s- 
Don ſay, „he that ſinneth againſt me wrang= 
teeth his'own faul. But beſides this evidence 
of thy duty from the very nature of revelation, 
which has been proved to be agreeable to the 
courſe of Gov in this vibe world, to neglect it 
is to offend againſt the moſt expreſs declarations 
of the woRD- concerniog its own aaturs. Fot 
whether a man credit the authority of a book or 
not, it is but reaſonable it ſhould be adjudged to 
SE 2 offer 


(9) Prov, vill. 36. 
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; offer-- it (elf to be that which it expteſsly pro- 
:Polcs itſelf to be. This is but ur dealing, 
And does [revelation offer itſelf tous us a divint- 
ty-worded. account uf ſpiritual things by natural 
and viſible types or images? Every man that 
has his ey--fight may you it, and be that has his 
r may hear it; 

For in the fir? Shave, find we not Gop de- 
Ving he left it not to men to wird his will, as 
ſome have very unwarrantably ſaid, but dell ver- 
ed his economy in and with the tbards that con- 
vey the images by which it is repreſented. Yes, 
if the pattern creatures are affirmed to be made 
by the eternal 'worD,. (the MEMRA of (r) the 
Fews) not leſs clearly are the wordt, applying 
thoſe his ſignifcunt creatures to give ideas of him 
and his œconOomy to us, reported to come from 
Him. For what is Gop's ſolemn direction to 
his meek legate? Thus (5) ſhalt thou ſay — 
«© THESE are “ the :'woRDs which thou ſhall 
& ſpeak” — What did Moſes? He (t) came 
and called the elders to the people and laid 
<« before their faces THESE wok ps, which the 
« Lok p commanded him.” And the people re- 
ceived them not as the words of Moſes, but as the 
words of God: for they ſaid, all (u) that the 
„6 LoRD bath sPOKEN, we will do” — So it is 
faid of the A N 90 nenn (x) ALL 

| + 1 111006 THESE 


(+) In the * 20 Ex. xix. 3, 6. (t) Ver. 7. 
(4) Ver. 8 (x) n * 
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„ THESE'WORD3” — of the laws — (y) * the 
« LorDhathsa1D”—And indeed in the whole 
of the law the language is SPEAK and fay 'thrs 
and that. And Gop declared it to have been 
(2) their ſingular privilege, as types of the thri- 
ſtian church; ye have ſeen that I have TALK- 
« ED with you from heaven.“ Again, we 
learn the manner of Gop in his revelations, 
from the caſe of Balaam. For it is ſaid, * the 
« (a) Lok D puta woRD in his MOUTH,” and 
« he hath ſaid {6) which HEARD © the woRDs 
« of the almighty.” So we are told by the pro- 
phet in Hezekiah's days, (c) Els is the 
ORD that the LoRD bath sFOK EN.” And 
what is affirmed of theſe and other paſſages, in 
particular, is affirmed of the whole, in general, 
by (d) the wisDoM of GoD, For as this holy 
perſonage is repreſented as having a mouth and 
lips, ſo is ſhe naturally figured to have her 
ſpeech and words. Decline not, ſay ſhe, from 
the wORDs (not of man's invention but) 
« of MY MOUTH,—let thine heart' retain My 
«© W RDS“ —adding, that ſhe not only gives 
© knowledge” but (e) „the woRDs of know- 
„ ledge,” — and this in writing () that we 
might“ know the certainty of the woRDSof 
« truth;'* which are called worDs (g) of 
« Gop's holineſs.” In another pace Gon 

| „ ſays 
a; 34, &c, (z) Ex. xx. 23+ (a) Num. "xi 16. 


) XXIV, 4. (c) 2 Kings xix. 21. (4) Prev. iv. 4$—=Vitk. 6. 
8 le 2. (% Axii. 20, 21. (s) W 
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ays of the. people, 1 () have ſtain them by 
* the W@RDs of MY. MOUTH.” —»Should!(;) 
ye not hear the woRns'< the Lon hath 
c RIED“ — Hence it is faid of Baruch, he 
wrote (4) all the wok Ds of the LoRD. Hence 
the expreflions — Thus faith the Lon — (1) 
«© the LoR D faid—l will s EAKk, e.“ For 
after this, can a believer of the SS ſay, that Gon 
did not ſpeak, or that no-werds were ſpoken by 
the Load? And as it is but agreeable to our n= 
tural ideas of ſpeaking, to ſay he uſed words, if 
we grant him to have ſpoken, ſo it is plain a man 
cannot deny Gon to have ſpoken words, with- 
out denying the truth of the 8, as wellasthink- 
ing contrary to nature, that the children have no 
words of love from their father. Therefore Gop 
claims the words, calling them 1s Lay up 
« (m) MY WORDS in your heart, — whoſoever 
« (n) will not hearken to My woRDs, Cc.“ he 
ſays to Iſaiah and CHRIST as man, I have 
* put (e) MY WoRDS: in thy mouth” — to (p) 
Jeremiah the fame—to Ezekiel, (q) & thou ſhalt 
«« ſpeak MY woRDs unto them.” —I will make 
« MY.WORD fire,” Nor “ ſhall theworD (7) 
«« periſh from the prophet.” And as Gop claims 
them ſo the prophets publickly declared them to 
be his. Moreover, HE that came to the prophets 
| is 

©) Hoſ. vi. i Zec. vii. 7. (*) © the bleſſed 

one Fer, — 4. 

1 Ex. iv. 22.——1/, xxli. 14.—Fer. iii. 1,—£2. %ii. 5. 
(*] Prov, vii, 11. _ (n) Dent, xviii. 19. Ce, I. li. 16. 


(p) * (9) Fer: i. 9... 19.— Xi. 10.—xix. 15. 
Exch. Ii. 7. Fer. v. 14.—XVvili. 18. 
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is ſaid (v) to be the Won of the Lonn, not 
for men to ſupply words for ideas already in their 
minds, but to uſe the tongues of men as bis and 
to put wrd, which conveyed the ideas, into 
theſe tongues, and therefore is declared to come 
* SAYING (5) or WORDING.” W'hene che (it 
Pſuimift.declates, ** the: Lord gave tbe won p, 
« many publiſhed it. Hence the Bai 
joyful Father ſays, in the; SPIRIT, ( HE SPAKE 
* BY DHE MOU T High his holy prophets, which 
have been ſince the werd BEGAN,” To 
which the ſame 8PIRIT in che zealous Peter 
joins q further authority ſaying, that () pro- 
« phecy” (not only contents but word:; for both 
go to conffitute it) CAME NOT in old time by 
„ THE WILL OF MAN\(uling words according 
to his pleaſure, or will} & but HoLY MEN of 


« GOD SPAKE (as they were) MOVED (in the 


exerciſe of their tongues and in the urterance of 
words .to./peak) by the HoLY Gnosr.“ And 
both theſe teſtimonies. are agreeable to the ſenti- 
ments of believers in the time of the /aw and to 
the remarkably· deciſive dec/aration concerning 
the Jaw, and the prophets by the Lon (). 

„Thus 5PEAKETH the LORD of hoſts, sAxv- 
© 18G, execute true judgment, &c, But they 
ce refuſed to hearken, &c. Yea they made their 
« hearts as an adamant-flone, LEST they ſhould 
„hear the LAW and the woRDs Which the 


«© Loxp 
(r) Fer. xxv. 3.—Eeſ. i. 2. (5) Ibid,—Zec. iv. 6. 
( Fs. avi. 1 St. Lukt i. 70. (2 Pe. i. 21, 


(x) ech. vii. 12, 
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4 Lok of hoſts hath sEN T BY THE HAU 
te of the sPIR1T, by the former PROPHETS — 
Therefore came à great wrath from the Lok 
4 of hoſts,” Is not this concluſive evidence of 
the falſhood of ſome late blaſphemous notions, 
that vaſbly ſuppoſe the toord to be of man, and 
of courſe all faith but the faith of a man Be- 
cauſe, if „ faith (y) cometh by hearing; and 
« hearing by the woRD of GoD,” denying this 
latter is baniſhing the former. And is it not an 
ample proof to the contrary, for the-eſtabliſh- 
ment of our faith in Gov, that the words of 
« the /aw and the prophets were No ſpoken by 
« the 4vi//-of man or at man's pleaſure, but bat 
* men's mouths and tongues and penn were mere 
« jnſtruments in the hands of the-$p1R17," 
making them to utter and write ſuchaiuords as 
ſhould raiſe the ideas, and the (S922 NeG1D1M) 
repreſentations (g) it pleaſed him to deſcribe his 
ceconomy by, and ſo making the werds as they 
are called, the words (a) of GoD” and of wiſdom 
and of knowledge and of truth and of holineſs, in 
which there is no (b) wre/tling contradiction; to 
give light and under/landing to men concern- 
ing the grace of Gop ? So that what is ſaid of 
Balaam (c) is true of all the ref of the prophets; 
cannot go beyond the woRD of the Lomb. 
«© Have I now any POWER at all to sAay any 
thing ? 

(y) om, x. 7. (z) Prov. viii. 6. (a) Pſ. cvii. 11. 


Amos viu. 11. 
„ Mu Ner rer Prov, viii. 8. (c) Numb, XXIi. 18. 
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ce thing? The worD that Gop putteth in 
« my MOUTH, THAT fhallI 8pzEAK. Muſt 
c I not take heed to 8$PEAK THAT which the 
« LoRD hath put in my MOUTH—ALL that 
©« the LoRD SPEAKETH THAT I muſt do 
« ] cannot go beyond the COMMANDMENT of 
« the LorD to do (either) good or bad oF 
«© MINE OWN MIND. But what the Lok p 
« faith or wordeth THAT fhall IS EAEK.“ 
And in this caſe the perſons themſelves who pro- 
pheſied would be under a neceſſity to examine 
and make deligent /earch after the ideas, which 
the worDs of CHRIST, the eſſential wok p, 
ſpoken by their mouths did convey. Accordingly 
we find from Balaam's example that they did 
fo, For what ſaid he to Bala#'s bribing ſolli- 
citors? (c) Tarry ye alſo here this night, that 
« ] may KNOW what the LorD will fay unto 
« me more.” And what the example proves 
the holy apoſtle confirms by his expreſs declara- 
tion, that (d) „they enquired,” (sZ3CnTuoar 
. fought out, as the woman for her (e) bf piece of 
ſilver in the place where it was /aid,) and * di- 
<« Jigently traced out” (eEngeurncay by theſe 
tracts of words, as perſons do others by ( their 
footfleps printed in the ground or Cc.) our 
« ſalvation: ſearching what or what manner of 
« time, the $PIRIT or CHRIST, Which was 

5 F ce N 


(e) Numb, xxii. 19. (d) 1 Pet, i, 10, 11. (e) St. Luke xv. &. 
* Hom, Il. 


e 

&« IN THEM did SIGN1FY, (e nu, manifeſt 
« in /jgns, as this ſun does things by their ima- 
« ges on the ſenſory) when it TESTIFIED BE- 
& FoRE-NHAND (g) the ſufferings of CHR157T 
c and the GLORY that ſhould follow.” 

Nor is this without confirmation from the rea- 
Jon of the thing and from the analogy of nature, 


For if the ideas of things reach u further than 
the 


(2) Ta3nuare ws Xeiror Y Tas pete TIvTa, 
geg “ ſufferings ro Cu n 157 and the glorier after them.“ 
I cannot but add to theſe reflections a note, which is worthy 
the attention of all cheiſlians, eſpecially of thoſe who are to 
be diſpenſers of the wor v, and is given us by Dr, Robertſon, on 
Chis text, in his tranſlation of Benpelius* s preface to his Intro. 
duftion, &c. The reader, fays the dofor, will, I hope, in- 
dulge me in a ſhort digreſſion to point out an inference which 
ſeems naturally deducible from the words of the text now fal- 
len in our way, 1 Pet, i. 10, 11, 12. as I am not aware that 
it has been obſerved, and it relates to a queſtion of great im- 

nce. To the prophets, who prophefied of the grace of Gov 
rowards the chriſtians, it was REVEALED that theſe bleſſings 
did not belong to their own times but to a then future time. But 
what time was fignified by the ſpirit of CHRTST IN THEM, fe- 
Pifying before - hand the {ufferings of Cur18T and the glories 
after them, was NOT REVEALED tothem ; elfe they needed 
not to have ſearched for it, Now where could they ſearch 
but in the very wvords of the prophecies delivered by themſelves 
from the sy1x1T of CAR IS r i them Fefbifying, &c. Butif 
theſe words were of their own cbufing to expreſs the ideas or 
motions they were infpired with ; it was ih vain to ſearch for 
any notions, implied in or deducible from them, eber than 
what they themſelves intended to convey by them and which 
conſequently were REVEALED, becauſe well &noron to them. 
They knew then that the words they ſpoke or wrote had a 
more extenſive meaning than they themſelves yet apprehend- 
ed, and implied things yet #n#nown to them and kkety to be 
found out by ſearching, Therefore the wonds were zer 
THETRs, but thoſe of che 8r1r2IT of Cn AIS in them 4. 
ing, &c, that is to ſay, „ the very won ds, in which the 
« inſpired writers so E Or WROTE their revelations, Were 
5 DIVINELY INSPARED,"? 
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the ſenſory and enter the mind only by words, 
which are the figns of them, ſo as to become 
the materials on which it operates for its infor- 
mation, as every man's experience will evince to 
him; then it appears from the reaſon of the thing 
that theſe gut or words, which are put on hu- 
man tongues and by which the HoLY SPIRIT 
is ſaid to ſignify things, will be ranged by him in 
proper order, thus to mark out and fignify the i- 
deas he would reveal of God's counſel, before 
the prophets, by whoſe mouth they were uttered, 
would have theſe ideas in their own minds. And 
conſequently it follows that the once ſpoken 
and now written WORD is from Gop, in order 
to the building of our faith on a divine founda- 
tion, and ſo making it a divine faith, and that 
this word of the kingdom ( Mat. xiii. 19.) might 
be the medium, by which we have ideas of Gop 
and of his cxconomy given to our ſouls in the in- 
telletual world, as the eſſential worD that ſpake 
it, (fo admirable is the correſpondency in thy ways, 
O! Lon of /ife) is the MEDIATOR, by which 
we have the image of Gop reſtored to our whole 
man in the ſyſtem of grace. And then itisalſo 
quite analogous to the courſe of things in nature. 
For I ſee God has ordained the uſe of the tongue 
or words ſpoken, by the inſpiration and direction 
of the ſpirit or breath of this world, from yonder 
fwain to the enquiring ſervant (without whichthe 
one could not ſpeak nor that other know any thing 

1 about 
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about his mind or the ideas in it) in order that 
by the /ervant's hearing the figns of his ideas, 
theſe words of the ſwain ſpoken by the na- 
tural ſpirit, he may obtain the knowledge of 
what they /ignify to him concerning his ſedu- 
lous mafter's pleaſure in the buſineſs of the field, 
That his is the medium for the conveyance of 
knowledge from one perſon to another a man 
muſt own, whether faith or haughty unbelief 
poſſeſſes his breaſt. And it is equally clear in 
nature, that men's tongues and pens are fre- 
quently over- ruled by others, and their language 
diftated for certainty ſake, ſo as to become the 
language and words of another, as by ſovereigns 
to their ſubjecis in proclamations, &c. by maſters 
to their ſervants ; nay, at one time or other by 
ery perſon on the face of the earth, even by 
the unbelievers of the propriety of ſuch over- 
ruling inſpiration.— bat then would this in- 
ſtructive nature repreſent of a ſpiritual or reli- 
gious ſyſtem agreeable to the ideas ſhe yields to 
us? Undoubtedly this important truth, that a 
Mem can only be correſpondent with nature's 
conſtitution, where Gop teaches us ſpiritual 
things and the knowledge of the HoLY ox Es (5) 
in lite manner, by the tongues of men; under the 
direction of the divine $PIR1T (whom ſhe has 
alſo fgnified) ſpeaking words, that we by bearing 
of them might receive the ideas of the ſpiritual 
things 


() Prov, xxx, 3. UTP Qugnes ning 


W | 
things which they „and for. But this the 88 


alone do. Therefore, as this is a further proof 
of their being the woRD or ſyſtem, which the 
creatures were made to illuſtrate, ſo is it a glar- 
ing proof, that it is only agreeable to the nature of 
things to believe the very words of SS, as well as 
the matter delivered in them, to have been 1Nn- 
SPIRED (for there can be no words wn-inſpired) 
and this by the HoLY SPIRIT: and fo words 
of life and truth, of which every one, as the wiſe 
man expreſsly ſays, “is pure,” And laſtly, it 
evinces, that as they, who would ſpeak other 
words than thoſe of this SPIRIT, do violence to 
Gop and nature, as much as a man would, that 
ſhould attempt to ſpeał without breath; ſo they, 
who moſt ſpeak under the direction of this s- 
RIT in his words, act moſt agreeably to the end 
of revelation and the conſtitution of things in 
nature. Whence David's (i) petitions appear 
to have a peculiar fitneſs: O Lok p, open 
« thou my lips, « take not the word of truth 
« utterly out of my mouth” “ keep the door 
c of my lips &c.”—and allo St. Pauls (4) ad- 
monition, “ let the word of CHRISTH dwell in 
« you richly :”* It being thus evidently the defion 
of Gop, „ that by this naturally-repreſented 
« medium of communication between Gop 
©« and man in CHRIST JESUs we might know 
te the things of that other and infinitely more 

4 glo- 


(i) Pſal, li, 15. —exix. 43.— li. 3. CI) Col. iii. 16. 
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ghrieus world, which otherwiſe we could 
« not have had any, no, not the leaſt idea of 
or to exprels it in another form, that by the 
« written WORD We might have theſe ideas of 
« the ſpiritual &conomy of the INCARNATS 
«© ORD, Which it gives us in repreſentations, 
« taken from his vi/ib{e ceconomy in this na- 
% tural ſyſtem,” And this evidence, ariſing 
from the reaſon of the thing and the analogy of 
nature, extends not only to the books of the old 
teſtament, but alſo to thoſe of the new. How- 
ever, leſt this, together with the conſideration 
of the exceedingly mare glorious (1) diſpenſation 
of the new, teſtament, ſhould not have weight 
enough to indyce our belief of the divine inſpi- 
ration of the original words, which the holy 
evangel:fs and beaven-commiſſioned apg/les 
ſpake, behold we have further evidence of their 
being propoſed as ſuch, and ſufficient to lence 
the petulaney of a ferwerd eriticiſm. The words 
of CHRIST, as man, which are recorded in the 
evangeli/ts, are. declared by himſelf to be the 
words of Gop. For he ſays, (m) ©* as the 
„ FATHER hath /ai4unto me, ſo I ſpeak—the 
« RD you hear is not mine, but 41s that 
s ſent me,” —< I have (n) given unto them 
&« the woRDsS which THOU gaveſt me, and 
« and they have received them.” And this 

| | the proves 


(7) 2 Cor, iii, 9, 10. (m) Se. John xli. 50. —xiv. 24, 
(*) xvii. 8. "Iu | 
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proves the words the evangelifis and apoſtles 


ſpake were the woRÞDs of Gop, according to 
Cuxisr's prayer, “ fanctify (e) them through 
« thy TRUTH, thy woRD is TRUTH.” Be- 
ſides, that the holy s8P1R1T of Gor sYAK RE by 
them and conſequently UTTERED THE wokDs 
is clear from CHRIST's promiſe. * Howbeir, 
« when he, (p) the $PIR1T of truth is come, 
« he will G6U1DE you into all TRUTRH: for 
« he ſhall not sr EAR of himſelf; but whatſo- 
ri ever be ſhall hear, that mall he s PEAK.“ 
Again, St. Peter (g) declares, ** Gop made 
&* choice among us (the apoſtles and elders) 
« that the Gentiles BY MY MOUTH fhould hear 
« the wok p of the goſpel.” St. Paul adds 
his teſtimony, ſaying, „that (7) Gop com- 
et mitted unto vs the wok p of reconciliation.” 


Sergius Paulus (5) therefore deſired to hear the 


« woRD (not of Paul, but) of Gop.“ And this 
abeſtle commends the Theſſalonians, becauſe they 


received his preaching ** Nor as the wyrd of 


ce men, (t) but, as it is in truth, the wok p of 
« Gop.” Hence alſo, upon this principle of the 
holy inpiration of the 5PoKEN WoRD, he fays, 
with no little warmth and wonder (u) What! 
« came the woRD of God but FROM vov, or 
ts cameit ux ro YoU ohly ?” For how evident 
is 

(s) Per, 17. (p) xvi. 13. (2) As xv. 7. 


(r) 2 Cor. v. 19. (s) As xüli. 7. (TY. ii. 23. 
Cor. xiv. 36. N 
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3s it from this authority, that, tho” it came our 
from man, it was not invented by man or ſpoke 
at the pleaſure of man, but the woRD OF Gop, 
But I perceive this is not all. For what a deciſive 
evidence that reaches to all SS, all the writing; 
of prophets, evangeliſis and apoſiles, and every 
word and letter in them preſents itſelf from St. 
Paul, who ſpoke © the truth in CHRIST, and 
« lied not?” Hara yeapn Frontures 3 ALL or 
« the WHOLE SCRIPTURE Or WRITING 13 
« GIVEN BY INSPIRATION oF Gop,” (x) or 
INSPIRED OF Gop: agreeing with what w1s- 
bon ſpoke by Solomon — () © THAT which is 
« WRITTEN is UPRIGHT : even WORDs of 
« TRUTH.” Can the humble ſoul avoid reſting, 
under this cloud of witneſſes, confirmed in the 
faith of the holy inſpiration of the words of the 
new teſtament, as well as of thoſe of the old? And 
ſtill bear this apoſtle, to prevent an impious 
doubt from riſing up, again affirm, in the name 
of all the apeſiles and evangelifts ; (z) now 
« wE have received, not the ſpirit of the world” 
(wherewith the men of the world utter thingy, 
and by which they are wholly ſtirred up to /en- 
fual life) „ but the 8P1R1T, which is of God; 
« that we might KNow the THINGS which are 
« GIVEN GRATIS to us (as under, ure, and ſo) 
« of God” —which alſo we 8PEAK ; not in the 
worRDs which MAN's wiſdom teacheth, but 
| which 


© a Tim, ili, 16, ) Eccl. xij, 10. (z) x Cor. ii. 12, 13. 
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««.which the HoLy Gnosr feacheth.” For 
85 he in the former part of this ſcripture aflerts 
the contents ot matter to be from Gop, ſo be 
as explicitly declares in the Jetter part of it the 
didaftics,\ the teachings, which are the vehicles 
of it, to be alſo wok Ds, firſt negatively, NO 
« of MAN's wiſdom,” then poſitively, „which 
« the HoLy GHOST TEACHE TH.” So that 
XECESSITY (a) was laid on them to ſpeak and 
write by CHRIST and (6) the HoLy Grosr 
ſpeaking IN andH By them. It is with the bighef 
arguments then thou believeſt, my ſoul, the 
sriginal words of the ald and new teflaments, theſe 
letters and elements of the ſcriptural ſyſtem were 
as much of the zn/piration of Gon, as the rudi- 
ments of the world were the works of bis bands. 
It muſt be acknowledged indeed that there 
have been variations found in Jome copies af 
the new'teſtament : for as to the 8/d, theſe have 
been moſt ſcrupulouſly preſerved, the moſt in- 
5 G veterate 


{a) T Cor. ix. 16. 

(b) x Cor. xii. 3.—2 Epif. xiii. 3. Lam not ignorant that 
ſueb paſſages as theſe, to the rett ſpeak I, not the Loa 
« I ſpeak by permiſſion, not by commandment, &c. have been 
and may be urged, with o:ber exprethons of time or place, that 
are thought not to have a perfe# accuracy in them, again 
this doct ine. But they prove nothing againſt it. For as in 
the latter Gov ſpeaks after rbe manner of-men, deſcribing di- 
fances, Qc. as about ſo much, ſo the former are allo Job's 
word, carefully recording what was ſpoke by permiſſion and 
not by comman4ment ; what by man, and what by Gop. 

1 his great cr to diſtinguiſn thys about a particular or 
two being an add reaſon why we ihould believe the 
divine direction of the writers in the whole, 2 
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veterate of the Jews not daring to introduce 4 
d:fferent reading. And what can the bold fpirit 
expect, that thinks to alter Gop's work and 
ſtretch forth the hand of meddling. criticiſi a- 
gainſt a prophet or apoſtle, but Feroboam's pu- 
niſhment (c) in the attempt, and to wither before 
the face of avenging TRUTH? O! mayſt thou 
never commit this crime, that thou mayſt never 
now and feel the horrors of this puniſhment, 
amidſt which the ſoul and body, inſtead of ſpring- 
ing up, in the garden of the church and under 
the wiſely-var ied breathings of the $PIR1T, into 
all the glory of the ſun of righteouſneſs, like the 
fair flower in the encloſed garden of yonder no- 
ble manſion into all the brightneſs of the day, (d) 
Mall wither like the blaſted weeds : and like theſe 
burnt in the field by the farmer, for the good of 
his land, be conſumed for the good ends of the 
infinitely-wiſe husbandmas in the culture of his 
church (e). But there are not and cannot be any 
material alterations—W as there a blackneſs in- 
duced on the ſprinkled-linnen, that lays wide- 
ſtretched to the ſun and air upon the channelled 
meadows of the whitfter to receive the whiteneſs 
it courts our ſight with; would not the eye 
readily diſcover it in the ſhine of day ? Or was 
there a thick and offenſive briar planted in the 
green- 

(e) Heb, vi. g. 

(4) See thus te in Cant, iv. 12, 13, 14, x5, 16. moft 


Þeautifully applied. 
4) Heb, vi. 3. ; 
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green-bladed old to entangle the promiong Poet. 
in its growth, would it not eaſily be detectæd by 


the watchful bailive, as he walked thro' his ma- 
ſter's grounds to inſpect their ſtate and to mark 


the progreſs of vegetation in its ſeveral ages? 


Yes. The blackneſs in the one and the briar in 
the other would ſtand diſcloſed in a ſtrong glare 
to the beholders, by the notorious difference in 


their colour and form. Nature then points that a 


like detection of any foul alterations, that ſhould 


be introduced into the whiter texture and fairer 


field of truth, which the inward man is ſupport- 


ed with, and © contrary to ſound doctrine,“ is 
to be made by the inquiſitive underſtanding in the 
ſpiritual ſyſtem, that is agreeable to her repreſen- 


tations. And we find the Scriptures are this ſy- 


ſem, thus amazingly conſtrued and of ſuch an 
extraordinarily fair and uniform nature, that 
were there perverſions of text, conveying black 
and offen/rue doctrine, introduced, they might be 
as readily diſcovered on compariſon with the con- 
text, 2s the black on the bleached linnen and 
the briar in the field, and under the ſtronger 
ſhine of the truth from the original unaltered. 
types, in the things of nature, that are record- 
ed with all their variety of circumſtances, like 
fo many ſun-beams, to throw ſuch abundant light 
on every part of the goſpel, which is only their 
completion, as to render it :mpoſſible, abſolutely 
impoſſible for a falſe idea of any one particular of 
. 5 G 2 un 
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the goſpel to he introduced without this diſerve- 
ry. As well might a man think to alter a d%n 
of which we had a thouſand copies without be- 
ing found out. Such impregnable ſecurity have 
we, in the wiſdom and mercy of Gop, for the 
tranſmiſſion of the revelation in its purity to 
us, as the wok ps of the HOLY ONES (J). And 
when the Gop of all wiſdom and might gives 
them for ſuch, ſhould not we receive them as 
ſuch, that they may be read with all the dili- 
gence of the ſoul; heard with all the wakefulneſs 
of the car; believed with all the humzlity of the 
heart; obeyed with all the fervor of the ſpirit ? 

But ſecondly, to read them with diligence is to 
conſider them as having a ſpiritual fignificancy ; as 
denoting by an application of characters or things 
of this world the things of CHRIST IEsus: 
Gon no more leaving it to men to gueſs the end 
of his words, than he left it to them to range 
them in their order or no more than he left it 
to the fit ſt man to gueſs at the end of his (g) being. 
For beſides the proof drawn from the analogy of 
nature, where there is a hadowing diſpenſation by 
reflected light, and from the very end of nature, of 

| which 

(f) Prov. xxx. 3. 

) That this was ser done is clear from Job ; and 
that man could not have even gueſſed at it, much leſs have 
aſcertained it, without this revelation, is equally clear from 
the confideration, that he without it would have been / bent 
the language and words that are neceſſary for the operation of 
the mind, in order to make any deductions : as it might be 


evident to all that will reflect how impoſſible it would be for 3 
deaf and dumb man to aſcertain the /e of ſpeech, 
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which r#velation appears to be an au, 
beſides its being an additional evidence of this, 
that the words of $$ are the wor Ds of Gop, be- 
cauſe, being uſed by the sFTRIT of Gop. they 
muſt have a ſuitable, that is, a ſpiritual end in 
view, the many expreſs texts which have already 
fallen under our notice do prove this. Hut it may 
not be amiſs, for the ſtrengthening of the proof, 
to take x view of ſome other capital ones. Behold 
then, my ſoul, HE, who of Gop is made unto 
us WISDOM, whoſe “ merciful kindneſs (5) 
eis ever more and more towards us,” though 
deſcended of a nature far more bloody than SauPs 
houſe, (i) and who calls us, lame and defefive 
2s we are in ourſelves, full of confuſion and but 
dead dogs, to fit down at his table in his king- 
dom, declares, THE GLORY OF (#) THE CoL- 
LEAGUED PERSONS Is (to conceal a thing, but 
literally, according to the original M wor 
Mesgrex DeBer) THE MYSTERIOUS WORD? 
concealed as under a veil. Hear how he enjoins 
us (/) to'sEARCH for the KNOWLEDGE (which 
he defines to be the interpretation of the para- 
bles, &fc.) as for ſilver, that is hidden in the mines 
of earthly things and worldly ſimilitudes; and fo, 
as for HIDDEN TREASURES For ſtart men, in 
theſe latter days of falling away, at the leaſt inti- 
mation of a ſpiritual meaning in the 8, whilft 


they 


(b) PF. exvii. 2. (i) 2 Sam. ix. 3. () Prev. xxv. 2. 


(1) ii, 4. Whence the Fathers uſe j4#7.4AASV®@ to Expreſs | 


this ſearching, See Suicer, Theſaur, Vol. 2. 
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they conſeſs they have a ſeul, whoſe proper ſup - 
port it a/oxe can be, it appears that they have ns 
reaſon; but that Gop hath adapted 40/ his diſ- 
pen ſations for man to the nature and conflitution 
of man, that as the works in the creation have 
a double aſpect, to pleaſe the ſenſe and to inform 
the heart; fo his works in the ſeveral parts of 
the revealed ſyſtem, applying nature's charac- 
ters, are addreſſed alſo to man as a compound of 
ſoul and body. Becauſe, if there js an outward 
word, like a body, for the bodilyear to receive in 
the ænigmas, allegories, dark ſayings or ſpeeches, 
exemplars, figures, parables, patterns, pro- 
verbs, ſhadows, ſimilitudes, typical perſons and 
characters and offices and ations ; and places 
and ſituations and names; things and their at- 
tributes,. forms, uſes, andevents, theſe SS prove 
there isalſo under all this ſilver (m) texture the 
golden doctrine of CHRIST, that hidden sP1RIT 
or MYSTERY, Which is the glory of God and 
the reward of our ſearch, and which is calcu- 
Jated for the ſpirits of men and conveyed to them 
by this 7yp:c writing, this only means by which 
they are capable of receiving it: it being as impoſſi- 
ble for us to apprehend it without the interpoſition 
of this body of figurative relations, as it is for us 
to converſe with the human ſpirit, otherwiſe than 
by the mediation of the human body. But leav- 
ing the teſtimonies, which every particular may 

| > he 


(n) Prov, xXV, 11, 
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be found to have of its being yp;cal and to pro- 
ceed only in the view. of the general proofs, let 
us attend to the high-favoured /aw giver. He 
is called up by his Gon into the mount to ſee 
the PATTERNS (n) of heavenly things, in order 
to his making the whole legal ſervice, without 
the leaſt variation, after their ſaſbion. And asa 
proof that they were received as su cn, we find, 
in after. ages, St. Paul, who was of the ſtraiteſt 
ſet, a phariſee, and profited in the law above 
his equals in years, proclaiming (o) this law with 
all its judges, kings,” min;/ters, under their ſe- 
veral names and its ritual, „A SHADo woof the 
good things to come, agreeable to its name 
of the PROJECT or PLAN. Nor is it to be 
forgot concerning this latter paſſage, that the 
apo/tle, after the example of his divine (p) maſter 
and redeemer, comprehends under this word, 
law, their whole ceconomy down to David's 
days, reckoning the P/alms as a part of it. A- 
gain, hear I not the man after Gon's “ on 
« heart,” in conviction of this mic meaning 
of the word, declare for the inſtruction of ſuc- 
ceeding generations; © the entrance of thy ( 
« words,” (the Dook, EXPOSITION OT: OPEN= 
ING, by which we enter into them as into a 
houſe, to ſee the hidden. furniture of wiſdom 
and the indwelling ſpirit,), & giveth /ight,unto 

the 


(n) Exod, xxv.g. (0) Heb. vill. 3. —ix. 23. —. 1. 
(p) St. Jobs x. 34.— Re. ills 19, ; (2) Fſal. XIX. 139. 
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* che ſimple? With chim the ſeveral hiſtorics 
and ſtatutes are MEMORLALS and 'T\E8'7 IMo- 
N Es, (r) that with what they teſtify convert 
4s)<rbe ſoul, rejoice the: heart, and enlighten the 
eyes. They are deemed as the honey and they le- 
ney comb, ſweet contents /lored wp in outward 
.cells;:4 And as his prayer to God, amidſt all bis 
enlightening, is, pen (t) thou mine eyes, that 
I may behold (not the letter ofthe òò; forthat 
he ſawy but) ©* wondrous things out of thy law,” 
recorded in this letter of the typzc relations of the 
perſons; names, places, things and adtiant, ſo 
he ſays, 1 rejoiced (4) at thy word, as one that 
„ findeth (as in tents aud packed baggage of an 
army) ++ great ſpoil.” His eminently-gifted 
Juccefſor in the throne of Jſrael, Who had his 
wiſdom from God, and has aſſer ted the me- 
rious word to be the glory of God,“ declares 
italſo-to be the part of ++ a man of underftanding, 
& to. underſtand a (x).proverb and the 1nterpre- 
% tation, the words of the wi/e and their dark 
4 ſayings.” Nor leſs: expreſsly does he aſſert 
their words to contain prophetic viſions of ſpiri- 
tual things, ſaying, „where there is no w/o 
0) the people periſheth—but whoſo(keepeth 
or) & ob/erveth the law happy he is.“ bere- 
fore there were viſions or ideas of divine things 
in the /qgal ſervice, to be ſeen by them that ob/er- 

ved 


r) Pſ. exxxv. 13,-[xxviii. 5. —cCxix. 88.—cxXxxii. 12» 
J XIX. 7 8, 10. * (e) cxix. 18. (s) Fer. 162. 
: r. i. a, 3. | (3) XXX. 28, 
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ved the law, its end and meaning, or elſe there 
was no happineſs for them, but they muſt have 
periſhed. Solomon accordingly tells us, he (z) 


ſearched and ſought out this wiſdom. After 


him we find the prophets declare & the (a) LoxD 
te hath poured out upon the people the ſpirit of 
« deep fleep and bath cloſed their eyes, &c.” 
when the ven (of heavenly things in their re- 
preſentations) is become unto them * as the 
« words of a book that is /ealed; which men de- 
« liver to one that is learned, ſaying, read this, 
« ] pray you, and he ſaith, I cannot; for it is 
« ſealed, &c.” And this prophecy we know re- 


lates principally to the Fews, (5) having eyes to 


read the letters and yet not ſeeing CHRIST as 
the end of their law. T hereſore it follows that the 
SS is a book, which has a viſion of divine things, 
manifeſted by outward repreſentations, and evi- 
dent to all that have not this ſpiritual ſleep on 
them and are not % in ſome dream of their 
own ſuppoſed abſtracted ideas, as much as the 
outward man in natural ſleep is loſt to all ſenſe 
of outward objects. In ſhort, every prophet 
gives in his evidence that there are wondrous and 
(c) great things of CHRIST and his goſpel to be 
ſeen in the $1MIL1TUDES, Which God ſays he 
has ( multiplied by the hand of his prophets and 
« jn the Law, which Gop hath wRITTEN:” 


5 H how- 
Eccle. xii. 10. WPÞY Beques, (a) Iſa. xxix. 10. 
00 Mare. = Ney Boſ. xii. * 
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however they be counted now, as they of old were 
counted by a people that walked * aſter the 
« viſion of their own hearts, /trange things, 
Ask we counſel of our LoRD, this WI Dou of 
Gop when incarnate ? We find him affirming 
his miſſion to be for this end, that (d) the 88 
& might be FULFILLED” —ſaying, ** I am not 
« come to deftroy (the lau and the prophets) but 
« to FULFILL;” and give the forms their ſull- 
neſs — expreſsly declaring the lau as well as the 
prophets were PROPHETIC of what the Bap- 
tit preached, in theſe words “ all the (e) pro- 
« phets and the law prophecied until Jahn — 
aſſerting the ſpiritual ſenſe in this teftimony which 
he bears, the words that I (/) ſpeak unto you” 
(and we find be ſpake by the prophets) are si- 
«© RIT“ - applying their writmgs as typical (g) 
- — appealing to them as :luftrations (%) of his 
gracious ceconomy—at ene time canvicting men 
of unbelief (i) for not receiving this evidence of 
him in the Moſaic gravings ; at another ſweetly 
exhorting men to ( ſearch or inve/ttgate the 
SS or gravings (:eeuyars as a trad to him their 
end in the prints or marks of it, ſaying, they 
(theſe whole 88 or gravings) „ TESTIFY of 
« ME.” — At one time we hear him reproving 
men for blindneſs (/) and hardneſs of heart, 
who 
(4) St. Matt, v. 17.—Xi. 13. (e) Luke xvi. 16. 


Fobu vi. 6 Mat. Xii, 40, 41. b) v. 47. 
3 60 d. be Gy C0 () Jobs iii. 14, G.. As 
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who apprehended not this inward TESTIMO- 
NY ; ac another thoroughly oPENING the (m) 
$$ to the diſciples, as he opencd their eyes that 
they ſhould 4naw him and laying before them 
the SPIRIT contained in the letter. And laſt- 
ly, juſt before his aſcenſion, we. perceive him 
OPENING (A) the underſtanding of the apo/{les, 
that they might underſtand the SS or engravings, 
which typified that thus he ſhould ſuffer and 
thus riſe again, © explaining (o) in ALL the 
&« {ſcriptures or engravings the things concerning 
* HIMSELF,” Is it not demonſtrably true then 
that the very Author of the ward bears full wit- 
neſs, that they have under the outward letter an 
INWARD meaning, which teſtifies of HI u; and 
which requires an underſtanding to be opened, 
thro' this grace of an aſcending SAVIOUR, far 
the apprehending of him, and an opening from 
the ++ ſtewards of the myſteries of Go, like 
that which the (p) corn has from the chaffy hu, 
by the treading of the oxen f But, becauſe this 
is a truth, againſt which it was foreſeen infide- 
lity, in all its variety of wiles, would militate, 
how abundantly has he made his holy apoſtles en- 
force this intereſting import of his revelation by 
precept and example! For as the firft (q) ebriſtian 
ſermon, the ftandard of all right preaching, is 
a collection, not of inſipid efays and merely mo- 
5 H 2 


Luke xxiv. 33, Jun⁰u,jeν. (7) Ver. 47. 
Gy Ver. 27. A (?) 1 755 ix. 9. 60. * 
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ral ſentences, but of SS texts thus ſpiritually ap- 
plied ; and as the apology of the proto-martyr (r) 
argues againſt the Fews from their whole hi- 
ſtory, as a typic revelation ; ſo our apoſtle affirms 
(s) he ſpake none other things than what Mo- 
&« ſes in the /aw and the prophets did ſay ſhould 
& come.” But where can the goſpel be found ſo 
particularly ſet forth in the lau, if not in its my- 
ic ſenſe? T hence indeed it is fo circumflanti- 
ally foretold that it is true, he preached no other 
thing than what was prefigured. Again, he de- 
clares CHRIST is “ the END of the (t] law,” — 
that the /aw is $PIRITUAL, — that ſome have 
ce the VAIL over their (u) heart, in the reading 
ce of the old teſtament, ſo that they cannot ſee 
this END of that which was to be done away.“ 
And what is this but a fair proof of there being a 
ſpirit under the letter, when we find the old te- 
flament may be read by men, and yet there bea 
vait between their hearts and the end of theſe re- 
cords, even the relations of temporal things, which 
if not conſidered as typic of ſpiritual things, prove 
indeed a wail that hides them from the ſoul ? 
Therefore behold this ape, in another place, 
aſſerts, that whatſoever (x) is graven afore · time 
« js written for our inſtruction, that we thro? 
<« patience and comfort of the $$ (engravings) 
% might have HoPe.” Now CHRIST is the 


hepe 


* il, $ i. 22. R . 
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hope of GLORY - therefore every && or graving, 
being recorded that we might have Cyr1sT the 
object of our faith and hope, has the things of 
Cur1sT for its 4% n. St. Peter accordingly 
concurs with him in this acccount of SS, de- 
claring that (y) no PROPHECY of the SS is 
1g er1uTew;, of (private interpretation, or 
more exactly according to the original, of ) its 
oN EXPOSITION or SOLUTION, For it is an 
enigma (2) and has its ſolution only in its my/tic 
and inward meaning. And the boſom companion 
of JEsUs confirms all theſe evidences of the ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe of $$ by his determination, that THE 
TESTIMONY OF JESUS (and we have heard the 
law (a) ſaid to prophecy) 1s THE (6) SPIRIT 
OF PROPHECY, Becauſe here it is expreſsly 
ſaid, every prophetic $$ has its inward meaning, 
or what is the SPIRIT of the prophecy under the 
literal ſtory : even that ſpirit, which was to be 
fulfilled anew, as the fruit of the vine” was to 
be drunk new, in the new covenant, as prefi- 


gured in the eld teſtament (eq. 
And 


(y) 2 Pet. i. 20. Hence the Syriac renders the words thus, 
« no prophecy of SS is the ſolution or interpretation of its 
« own exprefſion'' — the Yulgate thus, no prophecy of 
«« SSis of its own interpretation or does interpret itſelf — 
and the Arabic thus, ** no prophecy of SS doth of itſelf ſolve 
or expand its own ſenſe or meaning. 

(z) 1 Cor. Xiii. 12. 

(a) Rev. xix, 10. 

(5) Page 786. 

(<) Ferem, xxxi, 31. compared with Heb, $, 
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And as I ſee the holy prophets and our Load 
and his apofles report the SS to have an. hidden 
and ſpiritual meaning under types, &c, ſol per. 
ceive the Jeu, (d) to whom the goſpel was (e) 
to be f preached, admit they have an inward 
fenſe, And that the chriſtian church has always 
received them as this my/teriaus word, declaring 
in the things and acts of men the things and ad. 

2 90 of 
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KCL ME SENEZEKER BET PRCH BENEBIATM OBCKET UBIM 

RYMEZIM AL EHCKEME, *©* That all things whatſgever, 

which are recorded in the ate, in the propbers and in ſacred 

qoritings or engravings, look unto wis Dom, 7. e. the Me. 
2b, is the ſaying of the moſt antient Jetuſſp writer, 

(e) If any perſon is inclined to think with Dr. Warburton, 
that a future ſtate was neither known under the law, nor to 
2 — by the law (which ſtrange error is grounded on 
a ſuppoſition that the tn e of ſpiritual matters is not 
by viſible repreſentations of them, and that the Fews look- 
ed not threugh the /atrer to the former) I would defire him 
to canfider how much he contradifts not only our S, 
and his church in all ages to our day, but alſo the very be- 
ltief of the F-wws amidſt all their apeflacy, and incurs their 
heavieſt cenſures as well as thoſe of or church. Far Rabbi 
Menafſebben Iſrael ſays, ** the reſurreqt ion of the dead is one 
«© of the capital articles of our law ; and be, who ſays it is 
“ nor to be proved from the /aw, is an heretic and epicare, and 
. no part in the world to come Niſhmath Chojim, 

ol. 39. 

(f) Among the many authorities I could bring from 
Jeu writers to ſhew this, I ſhall content myſelf with 
giving my reader the ſentiments of Maimonides, a por ſon of 
high eſteem among them. Know (ſays that Rl] that the 
hoy to all that the prophets have delivered is to underſtand 
the parables, metaphors, fimilitudes, and anigmas made uſe 
of by them. For you know what is ſaid by Hoſea, Cb. 12. 
ver. 11. By the bands of the prophets I will make fimilitudes ; 
and, by Exel xvii. 2. ſon of man, znigmatize an Enigma, 
and parabolize @ parable to the bouſe of Iſrael. A great or 

* 4 | Wil 
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of Cun 1sT's ceconomy is plain from all their (/) 
writings. For hear their ſentiments from the 
mouth of Alexandria's Biſhop. © As the wor D 
« of GoD came into the world, arrayed with 
« the fleſp of the Virgin Mary, and was one 
« thing, in reſpect of what he was ſeen, and 


„% An- 
with great wings, &c. And ver. 11, The word of the Lond 
came unto me, ſaying, ſoy mar 19 the rebellicus bouſe, know ye 
not what theſe things mean? Bebo/d, the king of Babylon 
ſpall come to Jeruſalem, and Gal! take the king thereof, &c. 
You know alſo what the wiſe man ſays, Prov. xxv. 11. 4 
wor! [poken according to its two faces 1 as apples of GO 
in "DIED Maſpchioth of filver. Now hear, ſays he, I be- 
ſeech you, the expoſition of this ſentence. FV NY Y Maps 
ebioth are a kind of /attice or net-work, (drawn over things) 
with very ſmall eye-let holes in it, that you may juſt ſee thro”, 
Therefore, when a word ſpoken according t6 both its faces 
(that is, according to ifs exterior or interier fixnification) is 
ſaid to be IIe apples of gold in net. ber of filver, the meaning 
is, that the exterior ſenſe of ſuch word is good and precious 
as fler, but that the interior is yet much more excellent; 
this being, in compariſon of the other, proportionably as 2 
i; to fi/ver in value. Nor is this all; but it has yet this far- 
ther meaning, viz. that there likewiſe is ſomething in the 
exterior ſenſe, that naturally leads to a cloſer inſpection and 
confideration of the interior 3 without which this would not 
be obſerved : even as an apple of gel covered (as aforeſaid) 
with a fler net- work, if you ſtand too far off, or do not 
lock attentively at it, ſeems to be al He , But when the 
attention of one, who has good eyes, is attracted by the 
worth and. beauty of the Ae t to lceok more nearly at it, he 
diſcerns the 1 apple, that lies veiled within, So oſten- 
times are the words of the prophets. Their exterior parts 
preſent things many ways uſeful and excellent, either for di- 
rection about morals, or for the outward government of the 
church, Cc. of which we have many inſtances in the pro- 
verbs of SOLOMON ; the ſurface, or letter whereof ſerves to 
thoſe and other like good purpoſes or uſes; while the /nterior 
part or ſpirit of the ſame is of ſuperior excellency, to build 
up them that believe in the ſublime neries of faith. Cited 
by Raymund Martin, in Pugio Fidei, p. 427. 

(f) Tanatius declares “ the prophets lived according to 
« Cxx1isT Jesvs, repreſenting what he was to be and Uo 
64 in 
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<< another in what he was under/tood by faith to 
«© be, his bodily appearance being diſcerned by 
& all, while the knowledge of his Divinity was 
« given but to the few elect; ſo when the worn 
« of Gop, delivered by Moſes and the prophets, 
& ig laid before men, it is preſented to them 

with 


« in their perſons and lives. Juſtin Martyr viewing them 
in this light ſays, the a&#s of the patriarchs were to ſbery 
or figure out the economy of Gop, of which choſe acts 
were extraordinary ſacraments or myſteries 364. he argues with 
Trypbo from theſe SS, as types, againſt the Jet (p. 251, 
327, 318, 319, 355, 366.) and often affirms, that unleſs 
c a man do, by the great grace of Gon, receive the ſpiri- 
« tual underſtanding of the things ſaid and recorded by the 
cc prophets, and is able to give their myſtic or ſpiritual mean- 
« ingsand applications: it ſhall be of no advantage at all to 
tec ſeem to rehearſe their words and outward deſcriptions,” 
As to Ireneus, he ſays, the prophets propheſied not only by 
« word but by wifions and by their own ve and converſa- 
cc 7/ons and by the as which they performed, p. 332, 333. 
(Ladd under cypica names) as the s 1 1 directed and led 
them! —“ Gop was fbewn to them by thing. and act, and 
cc by things and act by them recorded were things to come, 
c prefigured and foreſeen 336. “ none of the ads of Go 
4 with his people were void, but had ſymbolical aſpects and 
«© purpoſes, 338. It any one will read the SS with atrenti- 
& on, he will find in them deſcriptions of Cynx18T in word: 
« with prefigurations of the new calling in things and a#i- 
cc . After him Ferom declares ©* he who would come at 
tc the kernel muſt firſt break the ſbell, —ſaying, the wailis 
«« not on the face of Moſes only, but the ſame is alſo thrown 
« over the evangelifis and apoſtles,” *—£p. to Paulinus, c. 13. 
«« He that was bid in myſtery was firſt ordained be ore the 
«« world, and then prefigured by the law and the prophets in 
4 the world.. Of ti alſo we have full evidence from Au- 
in. For, ſpeaking of the prefigurative ſenſe of SS, he ſays, 
«« where the language of men ſpeaks by words only, the 
« power of Gop ſpeaks by ads alſo. And the divine elo- 
« quence 15 rendered more ſtriking by narrations of marvel- 
« Jousa#s and works, made to ignify or figure out his diſpen- 
« ſations in a deſcriptive manner. And accordingly he 
has, in a book called letter and ſpirit, ſhewed that the hiſto- 
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& with its peculiar covering upon it. — For as 
« CHRIST. had the array of his fleſh, ſo the 
« word has the vail of the letter (g) : the let- 
« tex being apparently ſeen as the fleſh of 
« CHRIST was, while the ſpiritual ſenſe, ly» 
« ing concealed wITHIN, as did his divinity 
« 1N his humanity, is not perceptible to the out- 
« ward ſenſe. For the things according to the 
« outward letter may be ſeen or heard, as 
might the body of CHR15T by the worthy and 
« unworthy indifferently, but hᷣleſſed are they that 
« ſee and hear and perceive the life-giving ſpirit 
« concealed within. For they, who do not /o, 
are given over to the feeling of the Killing lei- 

5 I ter 


ties Cc. of the od and ncwv teſtament, ate to be ſeiritually 
interpreted of the operations of God in CuRIS I, and applied 
alſo, thro* faith and hope, by the power of the Hor Y Gu 
to our ſpirits, to make us likewiſe ſpiritual, concluding that 
„ without cis interpretation the whole is but a letter, that 
« killeth, and not the ſpirit, that giveth liſe. St. Cyril 
ſtrongly inſiſts, that the words of the holy prophers always 
have a mighty depth,” and creep along by abſiruſe and bidden 
courſe, and that there is an internal and ſpiritual meaning of 
the letter joined with and conceived ander the letter to be con- 
fidered by us. Comment. in Iſa. c. xxv. 10. And in the begin- 
ning of theſe Commentaries he ſays, that the fyle of the pro- 
phets is every where obſcure and full of — as con- 
taining the enfolding of the divine myſteries. For CAI 1 
is the end of the lau and the 3 Ye in lib. III. Adv. 
Neftor. p. 94. the law was confeſſedly a ph, but it con- 


mined Ur9TUTWI1Y the type or impreſs of the myſtery of 
Cyr1sT, and yielded the form of the truth. 

(g) Iren&us before him ſays, p. 308. that the new cove- 
nant was known and preached in the old, p. 332. the holy 
$?P1k1T by rhe prophets prefiguring things to come, ſo as to 
Juſtify what Dr. Caſtle ſays, in the dedication of his Lexic : 
with the approbation of the b;ops of his time. The leaves 
« of SS are the ſeoadd/ing-ciotbes of Cx IA r, wherein = 
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& yr of theſe divine writings only.“ And from 
this con/ent of the , fathers thou mayſt the leſs. 
wonder that no divine of any note can be produ- 
ced in the Greek, Raman, Lutheran or Engliſh 
churches to the middle of the 16th century, who 
does not thus conceive of the revelation of Gon, 
and whoſe © face (a) does not Hine with the 
& Fnowledge of its interpretation.” Thou ſeeſt 
perplexing definitions of the /chools entangle 
truth, contentions againſt zdolatrous ſuperſtitions, 
on the one hand, and cauſeleſs ſeparations, on the 


ether, employ their time and pen, fo that inter- 


pre- 
« only-begotten and eternal s o of Gop is moſt pleaſingly 
„ enfolded,”* Suicer, alſo in his Theſaurus under the word 
egen brings many teſtimonies, to prove that the SS have 
an internal under an external ſenſe, accommadated to our 
capacity: which may be conſulted, if men will ſtill ain this 
truth, that the prophets received their revelations,” as 
Treneens ſays, from the eternal wos d Cu IS r, or as Den- 
«© finpius applies, Fobn v. 17, 19. that whatſoever the Father 
« does (in the ge that doeth the Son Ae in the ac- 
complifhments p. 42. as the double Amen, according to the typic 
image, prefigured by the Father as well by adi as by werd. But 
may we confeſs that it was xx, the true Meſſtab and beloved, 
who, even in time poſt, when men were under the firſt rule of 
the law, (Rom. vil. 1, Sc.) which was to have its end, led 
out and brought in his people, as bis bone and bis fe (See Epb. 
v. 30.) juſt as Irael, to give them and us an idea of it in 2 Sam. 
v. 3 is recorded to conſeſs, with a pleading of their being Da- 
vids tone and fleſb, that he, the typical David, who was pre- 
ordained a figurative Meffiab, was he, that led out and brought 
in Iſrael, even when Saul was their frft king, who was to have 
the government rent from him and to be ſucceeded by the 
typical David or beloved, Then under the rule of Cuxr1sT, 
is pre-ordajned king of the Iſrael of Gov, ſhall we alſo win 
the heavenly Zion, as it is written to repreſent it, I/rac/ won 
Zion's firong-bold ; having the lame and the blind nature, bated 
of CRAIST S ſoul, as they were of David's, deſtroyed in the 
urety ſmitten fer us, in order that we, the lame, might be made 
to call and we, the blind, to ſee, Ver. 7. and 8.— J. xxxv. 
( Eccl, Ville 1. 
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pretations of this ſpiritual kind became Tefs ge- 
nerally publiſhed. But in all that was then pub- 
liſhed by way of diſcourſe or expaſition of $$ be- 
hold this ſolemn truth inculcated, that the SS are 
typical of CHRIST, and the law and the pro- 
phets explained and applied as ſptritual. Indeed, 
after this view of the conſent of men in all ages 
{which is no inconfiderable witneſs in other 
caſes) about the hidden ſenſe and ſpirit of the let- 
ter of &, thou mayſt at firſt wonder that men in 
later years have ſo generally departed from it. 
But it is eaſily accounted for. Have not concerts 
of a natural wiſdom and ability in man, above 
theſe of Job's days, to find out Gop and to ob- 
tain ideas of hts will and their duty, and this, by 
abtr atted reaſonings, without the medium of ſen- 
fible ſimilitudes or repreſentations, taken place 
in men? It is no wonder then that ſome ſhould, 
in this perſuaſion, leave the SS, the revelation of 
ſpiritual things by natural, and the ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding of it, wherewith an pe prayed his 
chriftian eonverts might be filled, in order to ſet 
forth their own natural underflanding. Becauſe 
the one we have ſeen is againſt the other. — For 
to expound the letter is to own we by nature 
want the very ideas, which men ſay they by na- 
ture have. But, however fuch wanton ima- 
ginations ſee not that, while they reject the ſpirit 
of $8 and the typical nature of revelation, they 
are only ſetting up types of their own fancy's 
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wild form againft it, thou ſeeſt now they are ene: 
mies to the church of Gop, in all ages, patri- 
archal, Jewiſb and Chriſtian: and that, inſtead of 
miniſtring light, which only comes to us by the 


ſcriptural application of nature's images, they are 


inducing ſpiritual darkneſs concerning Gop by 
the witholding of them, And we have already 
perceived this ſentiment of the /piritual import 
of reyelation is not leſs agrecable to the analogy of 
reaſon and nature than to the faith of the chris 

tian church. 
Shouldſt thou err then ſo much in n che face of 
SS, reaſon and nature and the conſent of the whole 
church, as not to ſeek the ſpirit of the prophetic 
bible, this teſtimony of CHR1sT, its end, hidden 
under the vail of the letter, and to take up with 
the outward and hiſtorical ſenſe, or at beſt mo- 
ral and anagogical uſe of the. bay. writings ? 
Shouldſt thou ut gut this divine wiſdom. unto 
ſalvation and be content. to give up the. inward 
fruit to gaze with.wonder and admiration at the 
Hell that bears it to thee? There are indeed in- 
termediate ends for the ſettling of the relative 
duties, which are in part to teſtify our love to 
Gop, and which the HoLy GrHogT makes his 
SS anſwer by the way, in ſubordination to their 
main import concerning the ſpring of this our 
love, the love of CRISTH: as the things in na. 
ture are made to have ſeveral ends beſides their 
morn one. For look we, for inflance, at the peas 
with 


i 
U 
1 
8 
e 
0 
8 
r 
r 
L 
$ 
h 


7970 
with all their purple-bluſhing öhm? Tis 


true, they yield their ſweetly-blowing flowers 
to adorn the field and diffuſe a fragrant ſcent to 
pleaſe the ſenſe, as we walt. But ſhall we fay- 
they. were formed oniy thus to gratify the out- 
ward ſenſe with ſcented bloſſoms and à fair 


appearance: or does the expectant husbandman 
look "only for theſe? No. However theſe are 
fubſervient advantages, the pea is formed that it 
may yield an inward fruit for man's inward 
wants, and the wiſe husbandman will ſeel it in 
the concealing pod, as the main end of the ſred's 
being put in the ground- nor can a man be ac- 
quitted of folly who ſhould not. The fame ob- 
ſervation will hold of the trees in the gardens 
round me, on the walls or eſpatiers;-and of 
every creature that miniſters to our nouriſhment. 
So much does Gop in his œconomy, in thir 
world, hide it under certain forms of animal or 
vegetable life, that have ſeveral ſubordinate ex- 
ter nal advantages, beſide the main one of yielding 
to us their inward contents. While "nature 
therefore in all theſe fragrant bloſſoms of the 
ſpring pours forth her evidence, that in a ſyſtem 
which reſponds to the ideas ſhe gives there will 
be found a liſe ſeed, in a more extenſive field of 
truth, which has its main end hidden under cer- 
tain figures or forms ; that have indeed exterior 
and ſubordinate advantages to men in ſociety, but 
are full of an interior fruit for the ſpiritual wants 
gg =p: * „ Hof 
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of the inward man; we perceive this fruit in 
ſuch outward forms or types held forth to us 
in S, and the word naturally repreſented as a 
ſeeu, (S] that we might out of the forms gather 
this ſpiritual fruit, this end of all, CATS, for 
the bealmg of the infirmities and diſorders, and 
for ſupplying the daily wants of the inward: man, 
in order to our living unto Gon. From which 
analigy of things it follows there is a ſpirit in the 
letter of revelation, and that it is as much our 
duty to ſearch into the forms of natural things, 
as. applied in S8 and to collect this inward i- 
rit, which. is “ the teſtimony of IESus,“ as it 
is the office of the husbandman to {20b for and 
gather the fruits out of the forms in the field. 
Truſt not then the tongue that, injurious to 
Gop. and man, ſuggeſts there is nothing hd. 
des in the letter of SS, nor let the perſuafiblenſs 
of, ſin draw thee off from harvefling, in thy 
earthly houſe, theſe more ( precious fruits of the 
a ſdiritual tuiſdam, put (i) forth by the fun of 
righteouſueſs and the knowledge of Canis T: as 
reaſonably. might the ſwain be diſſuaded by the 
elagzence of the world from looking for any thing 
beyond the pod or hut. For SS, the practice of 
believers in all ages, the conſeſſion of the enemies 
of the goſpel, the reaſon and fitneſs of things, the 
analogy of nature ſo ſtrongly enforce it that the 
induſtrious husband man has no more arguments 
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to ju/tify his threſbing the corn out of the ius 
to extract the intuard contents, than I have to 
authorize my ſearch after the ic ſenſe of the 


ſpirit of && in nature's forms or ideas, 


And now what an amazing complication of wiſ- 
dom and power and goodneſs is manifeſt to usf 
that perſons, with their names, circumſtances of 
birth and death, and the (i) occurrences of their 
lives in the church of God, as well as amongft 
the nations, ſhould be /o difpoſed (and in a manner 
conſiſtent with their being accountable per ſont) for 
fo many ages, as to ſerve for repreſentations of the 
glorious economy of grace in CHRIST IEs us, as 
daily rehearſed in nature's ſcheme to them, who 
had refuſed nature's ideas and had apoſtatized to 
ferve them as original.. How vaſtly ſuperior 
both in compoſition aud defign does this revelation 
of divine things in natural figures appear to the 
moſt eſteemed work and purpoſe which the moſh 
comprehenſive genius of man ever deviſed and 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed abilitias ever executed : 
not only to all that Grecian or Roman ſchools, 

ene 

(i) One reaſon, amongſt the ref, why ſo ſe things ſeem 
to be ſaid of ſome perſons in SS; why there is a variety of 
circumſtances in ſome relations concerning them and their 
names, and ſometimes repetitions of things, is doubtleſs, be- 
cauſe thoſe paſſages of their lives are only recorded, which were 
calculated to be repreſentations of Cy as T's ſpiritual economy 
— becauſe there was a war/cty of colourings requiſite in ſome 
and repeated ſbades in other parts of the painting in SS. And & 
need not go about to prove ſuch different lights and +epetitions 
of ſhade or colouring have a place in this viſible ſyſtem of nature. 
Whence Dein gi (cited above p. 730.) ſays he can fee 20 
e far the repetitiont, exeꝑt in thea{lggorical or propbetic 

nſe, as in 1 Sam. ii. 41. XXI Il. 2.—2 Sam. iv. 5, 7, $.—xvi. 


4. — Fs. xxiv. 7.—X. 42, Cc. in the bocks of the Kings 
and Chron, Vol. 1. pag. 39, 41. 
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Enriched with the ſpoili of truth from the aps: 
Nates at Babel or the excommunicate nations of 
Canaan ever formed, but to all that ever wag 
ſchemed or wrought by the concurrent powers 
of human wit and eloquence, though enlightened 
by revelation. It is far more ſuperior to them than 
this ſun's higheſt elevation is to the moſt pro- 
found depth. Becauſe in $$ there is a collection 
of prophetic deſcriptions; in man a total inability 
toframe one; he not being able to foreſee any 
ſpiritual coxconomy, much leſs to ſay what ſhall * 
repreſent it, much leſs to order the eventual ac- 
tions of men, as to make them ſo to correſpond as 
to form ſuch repreſentations. And if the compoſi- 
tion and deſign of the wor o is thus eminent, not 
leſs is its efficacy. If the former ſo much exceed, 
as being the heaven-ſprung emanations of divine 
wiſdom, this latter alſo is as much more excellent 
than that of human words, as having a divine 
power to enforce it — and therefore ſo excellent, 
that was I to collect into one idea all the exertions 
of power in all the men and animals that ever ex- 
iſted, in all the ſun - beams that ever ſhone on 
the ſenſe or in all the breezes that ever anima- 
ted the frames of being z in all the impetuous 
lightnings that ever glanced or all the thunders 
that ever loudly ſpoke; in all the ravaging tem- 
peſts that ever blew or all the inundations of the 
ſea, that ever burſt thro' ſome widened breaches 
over the vainly-retreating villagers, even when 
its waters di//o/ved the globe; nay, in all the con- 

vullive 
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vullive earthquakes, that ever rent the ſides of 


haughty 4ingdoms, ſhook down the loftieſt frong- . 


holds and tore them from their deep-laid founda- 
tions, all this would but ſeem the whiſper of the 
mildeſt gale, when compared to the potent reſult 
of this word of HIM, who ſpoke all theſe with 
every of their, powers into being; of HIM who 
«© hath gathered the wind in his fiſts, (4) bound 
e the waters in a garment and z/tabliſbed all the 
« ends of the earth.“ For behold how the difin- 
guiſbing advantage invites us to its fudy: the di- 
vine SPIRIT of everlaſting truth and might, by 
whom the heavens and their hoſt were made, ac- 
companieth this word to work effects in What he 
only can reach, in the heart, which are ſimilar 
to what is done by the powers of theſe heavens 
in this world. So that however other writings 
fail of ſervice, : this cannot be received without 
life, nor rejected without death, any more than 
the breath or inſpiration of this world can. Be- 
ing then thus excellent in its compoſition, deſign 
and efficacy, can it ſtand too high,” nay, high 
enough in our eſteem ? Should the wanderin 

ſpeculations of thoſe, who, though wiſe philoſo- 
phers in modern eſtimation, were madmen in Ci- 
cera's judgment and, by their cn conſeſſion, 


ignorant of truth, be ſuffered to take its place? 
Should the deformed fancies of men, under the 


proſtituted name of natural religion, divert us 
5 K from 
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from it, or puliſhed romance and profane ᷣuy or 
wanton -zmerzrs, which debauch the heart, bave 
the preferenite to this, which is the w15Dok-anth 
Power of Gon, without which we are wholly 
fools, we are totally Deipleſs, read we and enjoy 
we what we may? Fhis is far more uſurd than 
4 man's chuſing the du , apple in the o+- 
hard before the ſound ſruit or preſet ring every 
fpecies of poſer ſerved: up under à tempting di/- 
guiſe to the real fruit of [this earth, when no- 
thing but th can avail to ſatiaſ his tuants and 
fave his 1%. For if the ane ſhould diſclaim 
the means empowered to ſupply his appetites; 
this other deſpiſer of the vor rejects the un 
of intercourſe with the divine power, that 
can only remit his guilt and fantify- his heart 
with grace und truth in nature's images, in or- 
der to his enjoyment of that eſſential wor bwho 
by his 88. . nature Wr 
faith. | 

: Nature then bring thus Keie of the1ove 
of CHRIST and SS being the recorded application 
of het images to repreſent it to us, as the E NH 
both, we have another important truth preſented 
to our ſight... For as in the orderly-Adlſpoſed 
gurdius of the noble pe dn plealing ar- 
nne, terminated by a ſtately fry high raiſed a. 
mitt the flowry ciytiſus and the penſile clu- 
ſters'of the-/iburmun;' invits-our fteps, only to 
leud us thro' another lawny path, that conducts 
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che delighted ſenſe under meeting branches and 
over the "kick. bladed field to the temple of the 
next village; whoſe folema ſounding bell calls 
the inhabitants of the van ſcene to hymn their 
praiſes to the creative Redeemer, who gives it all 
its richneſs and beauty, fo we no ſooner trace in 
the path of truth the pleaſing correfpondency of 
$$ and nature, as repreſentative of their com- 
mon author, the WORD of lie,“ by whom were 
« all things made that are made,” than I have 
a view of ſome of the many important reaſons 
why there was not a written revelation in ear- 
lier times. For ſince my friend ſhewed me a 
capital picture, full of bold expreſſion, in his hall 
and explained its defign, I need not at preſent 
any written deſcription of what it repreſents. 
If I frequently caſt my eyes on it, the painters 
purpoſe will ſtand ſignified in all the ſtrength of 
colours to my ſenſe and be drawn anew in m 
remembrance, So effectually does the power of 
repreſentation | in its lively hades ſupply the place 
of a written account or record of the deſign. If 
ſuch then is the courſe of things iy nature, I am 
induced in order to conform my ſentiments to 
her drawings, - to think that a fimilar effect will 
be produced from repreſentations in the ſpiri- 
tual economy of GoDd, And therefore, when 
the HEAD of. the creation? had diſcovered 
unto fallen man (and we have ſeen there muſt 
have been a revelation in order t& his haying 

5 K 3 rea- 
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reaſon and Inowledge) what a far u more glorious 
diſpenſation of ſpiritual grace and life this viſi- 
ble em of nature was formed to picture to the 
underſtanding — when he had inflituted ſome 
ſtated times of ref? (1), for the remembrance of 
this its end, as well as of the 76%, that (m) 
c remaineth to the people of Gop,” —and when 
he had appointed ſome ty pic forms and ſ/acrifice( (n) 
in order to enforce this remembrance of the cor- 
reſpondency of the ſcheme of grace, the firſt men 
would not want any written revelation or de- 
ſcription of it. For this wide-expanded volume 
of nature, after ſucha proclamation of its being 
« a memorial of his abundant Joving-kindneſs” 
and a repreſentation to their ſenſe of the chri- 
nian economy that was to take place, would be 
a bible to them, who were obliged then, as we 
are now to take every idea from ſome objet. 
in nature: a bible, if eminent for correctneſs un- 
der the hand of the divine publiſher, no leſs ſo 
for thi; ſingularity of its edition, that all men 
might, as they may now, at the ſame time read 
in it and collect from it the wondrous things of 
the incarnate Creator (o). Its ſeveral parts 

would 


T1) Nix. the ſabbath and feaſt of weeks, Gen, ii. 1, 2. 
(m) Heb, iv. g. (n) Gen iii. 21, 24. 
of? It may be obſerved, that here I affirm no more than what 
nerally acknowledged, that the works ſhew the Creator, 
at 1 declare his wiſdom, power and goodneſs : only inſiſting 
from SS and the analogy of nature, that C18, the eſſen- 
tial /ipht, is this Creator and Former, (though ſome, adopting 


 Marcion's hereſy, may deny it,) and that therefore they ow 
im 
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would by this means be rendered prophetic of the 
ſuffering and redeeming sox, and the glorious 
inveſtiture of righteouſneſs and life which theit 
allen perſons were to have in him, Spiritual 
conſolation would ſhine to them by every ſun- 
beam, it would deſcend in every breeze, and 
meet them in every emolument of this life. So 
that by the my/erious diſpenſations of Gop out 
of this nature, whoſe frongly-atting body (p) of 
| ſen- 


him and his hope- giving w0;/dom and his graciouſly-renewing 

peter and his ſweetly-redeeming goodneſs to us, who witb- 

2 ſuch repreſenting works could not have had any idea of 
0D, 

Hence in Fudg. xiv. 6, 18. we find it recorded, that in 
the lion, the emblem of the glory of this world, that had 
the means of the rypical Samſon (light) been put to death, 
« a ſwarm of bees and honey were found (which he gave to his 
« father and mother to eat) as well as u/timately to give us a 
picture, that out of Cur 125 T, the Hon of Fudab, the deſtroyer 
of the enmity and brought by means ef his character as the 
4 light of the world** to lay down his {ife, there would be 
found an incompa rable ſariaſying feoretneſs of diſpoſition which 
he would give to the Father and to the motber-church. And 
when we confider that ©* every prephecy js an enigma,”" as 
Trenæus ſays, p. 342. when we view the myſterious wiſdom and 
love diſplayed in order to derive this word of gracethat is as 
honey Pſa. cxix. 103, 140. and to make known to us the ſeveet 
ſaver of the goſpel 2 Cor, xiv, 15. which we ſee and from 
the nature of 4 things mu ſee [ey eammyuer| 
in a riddle, 1 Cor. Xiii. 12. one would think no man who 
the free uſe of his reaſon, can fail of diſcerning the propriety, 
with which the SS repreſents Ca z 18T, the true light, propo- 
ſing the myſtery of the goſpel to the ſolution of our faith, in or- 
der to our having the white linnen, the righteouſneſs of the 

aints, Rev, vi. 1.—XiXx. 6, the deſireable change of raiment Zec, 

iii. 4. from the holy TRIX ITV, by the figurative Samſon s 

ng this iar enigmato the Iſraelites for their ſo/rtion, 

in order to their having foeets and change of raiment, Judges 
xiv. 12. Out of the cater came forth meat, and out of t 

** ſtrong came forth ſweetneſs," wer, xiv, For as out of the en 


Nain 
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ſenſual gratifications had been ſadly experienced 
by man, there would iſſue forth to the bel. 
church the, uten of lite. giving knowledge - 
and from this Porpy creature, which had indeed 
beep an. eater and gepgurer of man, working by 
its N the deſtruction of life in him aud his 


ipvolyed kb there would come farth the 
meat, of ſoul: ſuſtaining wiſdom. W hence the 


fr men who. had the {elution of this truth-in- 
volving XNIGMA of NATURE, by the means 
of the eſpouſed body of the church, from the true 
Samsan, the“ true Licht,” the wor 
that made it and died by mare than Phili/tine 
enmity to give it to his Hrael, would ſee the 
fame important #ryths prophecied to them, as 

| ; . .clearly 


lain came meat, ſo out of Cu n 187, the lion of Fudab, the pow» 
erfully-working light of life, the defi-oyer of the enmity; Aain 
for us, came forth meat, © which periſheth not but endureth 
- unto everlaſting life,*” Toba Vi. 27; As put of the fro 
animal, when dead, came forth the ſroeetneſt of honey; ſo 0 
of the frong one, Fob iv. 17. Pſal. Ixxxix, 9.— Lale i. 49. 
Cn nis, laid in the duſt for us, came forth all the eure bf 
2 and 7 7 towards men. Nor is i leſs aptly recorded 
at they ad the 22 on the ſeventh day, by means 
Samſon's wife; to ſhew we Chriſtians had the tnowledpe of this 
in the fullneſs of times, by the buman nature or church, which 
the — eſpouſed, and by a plowing with this ha Ocer 
lei far, without ſpot, Gen. xv. 9. Numb. xix. 2. offered in 
facrifize to God. Pſal, cxxix. 3. For it muſt always be re- 
membered that men cannot have ideas of Gon 's ſpjritual axca- 
nomy, but from fimilar viſible diſpenſations. And that they 
are natural is very plain. Becauſe from the lig bt of the wor 
which deſtreys bodies, Cc. by lightnings, Cc. comes f 
.meat for our outward man; and out of this carthy glabe, af- 
ter the diſſalution at the flood, and even now out of bodies, 
that have frength for manure, &c, when deſtroyed, come 
forth various in otber forms, | 
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fp) 
clearly as if they had been turitien; (pg) mut 
as we ſee them in the bible: ſacred writing be- 
ing diſcovered to be no more than a recorded re- 
tolo tio of them under theſe auturui images. O 
arep-· laid counſel of almighty wiſdom l how 
worthy. our unremitted praiſe and uderut ion, 
that has thus eſtabl „ ſuch (r) 2 mutual 
«. ſympathy and faſt connection between the 
« truths of. farure and thoſe of veligion, that 
« they fail in together and cloſe when they meet, 
« {0 as to communicate light and frength to 
« each other.” How wonderfally does it coun- 
tet-a@t the wiles of devil, when it thus makes 
dollzed' nature, by which man had been ſe- 
duct from Gor, to be a mean of veclaim- 
ig Him 1 Go, and the 'poiſoring' creature, 
like othry poiſonous atimas in th world, 
to bear the rome and by its own - difſolution 
at the laſt, to open heaven to us. For have 
wr not perceived this em of things repre» 
fonts the ſcenes of christian love to us noto? 
15 nd | T here» 
% Having produced the fendinents of the, Robbins con- 
e e le ir a ur e ie PAID 
here add, that as they think: the /aw in bring before the world 
as a part of the plan of the divine wor») according to R. 
feder and the treatife Sha hb, bringing the very text"ih 
Prov, vidie a2. to cove it; ſo they beliebe and aſſrm that the 
bert knew their /aw (they muſt mean the ſprrir of it) 
their aden, Arid Kept it Before it Was dehvered. RUS. Nel. 
in Comm. an.{be Pantateuch in Pare ſb. Lajechi — and fur 
that the angels (already ſhewn to be the created powers of t 
Heivens, and by which they ſay, Adam was taught) can appre- 
bend even the law ang praiſe the Lon p. 


(r) Limiti Ke, of Phan aku; p. 57 
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Therefore it did ſiguiſy it to our primogenitors; 
and this (ſupplying a reſutation of every objection 
formed by a cauſeleſs preſumption of a partial in- 
formation) univerſally, however not univerſally 
received. And the difference between the humble 
and pious believer and the contumacious and pro- 
fanc infidel was, in general, the ſame then, as it 
now is and will be to the end of anti- chriſti- 
anity. The former looked through and beyond this 
picturing world to the divine NAME and wok 
who made it and is magnified ** above all 
« things,” () and adored: HIM, who revealed 
himſelf under theſe ideas, taken from it and 
transferred by analogy to Gop. The latter lift- 
ed not up his groveling ſoul. beyond the objects of 
ſenſe, but reſted in the idol creature, as his 
ſucceſſors in apoſtacy reſt in the creatures of their 
own fancy, and brought on ſuch a widely-reign- 
ing deſtructien, as ſhould alarm every of the ſons 
of mercy to a ſenſe of that more dreadful deſola- 
tion, which will follow the repetition of the ori- 
ginal fin, in the face of God's purification and of 
this memorable example, recorded to deter after 
ages from the commiſſion of the crime, Indeed if 
I ſhould negle# for ſome years to conſider the cor- 
reſpondency of my friend's picture, I might for- 
get its defign, and of courſe ſhould need a freſh in- 
formation concerning it, to clear away my miſ- 
conceptions about it, When therefore men did in 


the 


0 Pſal, exxxyiii 2. according to the original, 


[ 80g ] 1 
the curlior times of the world; ſo addict tem- 
ſelves to ſenſual purſuits, as to grudge, (ſervants 
as they were) a ſeventh fa) part of their time 
to their heavenly mater, in order to the employ- 
ment of it in the contemplation of this lovely /ig- 
mficancy of the work of Gop. And when by 
this means they retained not the Gon whoſe 
glory it declared, but refted in mere creature 
ſervice, then a freſh revelation would, I ſee 
from the natural courſe of things, become ne- 
ceſſary. Behold therefore the idolatrous vo · 
taries, who thus forſook the traditional reve- 
lation thus illuſtrated and worſhipped the crea- 
ture, periſhed with all their thoughts ; and typic 
Noah, who was found, for the uſe of the Holy 
Perſons, perfect, and with light (5) in him, 
ſaved; that the new race might ſerve the 
„ Gop of heaven and earth”, in ſpirit and 
truth, as repreſented to the ſenſes in_ nature's 
images. And when, (O glaring proof of hu- 
man ſtubbornneſs /) original ſin, in its foul and 
evil (e) conceptions of things, again broke out, we 

| 5 L find 


(a) Gem. ii. 1. (by e. 6, 9 and 7. 

(cy P FEM) ies 0 is the name by which the 
Jews. call original fin, and not without reaſon : ſince the ac- 
counts of the fall and of the rebellions of the old world, Cc. 
ſhew that it was and is the evil imagination of their own heart, 
their making images to themſelves, the thong her of man that 
are vain, their inventions they went a whoring after: And 
confequently deiſm, or what men call the religion of nature, 
(cho o . centrary to nature) and all other * — 
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him, and their hopes of the accompliſhment of 
chat em and myſtery it repreſenteth; and to pro- 
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find Gon, from time to time, giving his 


choſen ſervants ſome declarations of his coun- 


Jet, in nature's images (d) and viſible forms, in 


order to enforce and encourage this alone true 


and , genuine meditation, on him, under theſe 
ideas by which only they could well conceive of 


vide certain typic tranſactions in their lives, for 
their and our information concerning CHR1ST, 
See him doing the /ike to the other patriarchs, 
a affectionately willing to keep them ſrom the 
burden (e) of that ſervice, which a written reve- 
ation would occaſion, as requiring thoſe new 
figurative forms and rites and perſons to ſha- 
dow out the (% things of grace, which they 
eee e, would 


natural conceptions of divine things, as well as Pag aniſm, 
Mahometiſm and every hereſy, however propoſed: under the 
0/4 bait of making men wiſe, are the original tn repeated 
Whence Ferom in his Comm. on Dan. 3. Exet." 8, Hoſe. g. fays 
juſtly, © all herey is idolatry.” | 

(a) Gen. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, to Abram --- to him under 
the new. name Abraham, c. 17, 18, and 20, to Let, 19. 
to Rebekah, c. 28. to Iſaac, c. 26. to Facob, c. 28, 
31, &c, and by the memotial cherubim and ſacrifice, Gen. 4. 
by the rainbow, Gen. 9. as the token of the Benir, 
Brightner , Cunisr. by the clean and wnclean creatures, 
7, 8, by circumciſion, ' 17, 10. by altars, Gen. 35. and 
pillars, &c. Gen. 28, 2 

(e) Ads xv. 10. 3 1 

(f) Among the, numbers of witneſſes we have in the 
cher ch, thro all ages, to.teſtify ro men, who pow rebuke and 
hlaſp beme, that the law has this inward and ſpiritual ſenſe, 
couched under its forms, it will be no litele ſatisiaction 10 
my reader io find that eminent author, Lord Bacon, 2 


- 
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would not take their id:as of from the 
„things that are made”, And therefore 
view him continuing them under the werbal re- 
velation of his love, as ſignified by him and 
handed down in nature's ideas, with occaſional 
miracles to evince his ſuperiority over this deli- 
neating nature, and with prophets to have re- 
courſe to in dubious caſes, ſo low as Moſes. Nor 
want we evidence for its being their practice thus 
to collect their ideas of chriſtian truth from na- 
ture's repreſenting ſcenes, after being authoris d 
% to do by God's application of them to this 
purpoſe, For is not the figurative (g) bleſſer of 
the nations, the miraculouſly-born ſeed of aged 
impotence and his mother's jey ſaid to have 
retired into ( the fragrant field, full fraught 
with nature's evidence, when the faintly-gleam - 
ing ſun with many a purple ſtreak was a dying 
from behind the glimmering objects and on the 
hills ; when the earth and its ſons were about to 

5L 2 fet 


firms this, as well as the reaſonableneſs of their inſtitution in 
theſe conciſe, but ſtrong terms, © The ſhadows and fignres 
« of the old law were full of xx Aton and $1GNIFICANCY,"' 
Advanc. and Profic. of Learn. p. 470. a 
(g) i. e. Tſaac, whom I call the figwrative bleſſer, as be- 
ing recorded to give believers an idea of the true ſeed, 
Gen, zvii.9. Gal. ni. 16. Cui r, born by miraculous conceys 
tion, when our old man or nature could bring forth no child rg 
Gon, and when born canſing, as a true Iſaat, Jor and 
peace to the believing mot her- church, as Vaac to Sarah. 
And may my reader alſo have this proof of Cin15T's being 
born to him, that his ſoul * rejoices in the Lon p.“ ; 
(% Gen. x xiv. 63. . 
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1 
et together, on its decline, from the arraying 
glory ; and when the raven- coloured evening was 
faſt deſcending, with the grey ſpread of weſtern 
clouds, to caſt its deep mixt weil over all that 
had been before under the cognizance of the 
ſenſe, over the ruinated cottage and the folded 
ſheep 3 and to render deformity imperceptible to 
the moſt penetrating «ye? (i) And do not we 
hear the inſpired writer affirm, it was to meditate 
[2 Le S VeH] amidſt thoſe ſcenes, 
as royal Dawd did after him on the wondrous 
things out of the veiling law ; and to imbibe the 
fair ideas they gave him of the condeſcenſion of 
the sox of righteouſneſs,” on Calvary's 
mount z 


(i) In this ſcene nature, with her powerfully-aſſecting de- 
monſtration, evinces the propriety ob the Meſaic ordinance, 
that the unclean ſhould remain ſo until the [AYP on nm) eve- 
wing mixture, Levit, c. xi. &. xv. and when, by the fwn-/et, 
this veil is caſt over our bodies; in order to lead the Fews and 
t to look for, and to give us both an idea of the abiding of our 
ſhiritnal uncleanneſs in the light of Gop's countenance, until 
the ſun of righteouſneſs, as our Lon ER] ſurety, mixing with us 
for good, ſet in like manner on the croſs, and drew the veil of 
his love over us, covering our offences, Pſ. 85. 2. And when men 

ould not take the idea which nature preſents, as I have before 
d 1nd it was mercy thus to 1 — it ; nor corld it be done, 
35 we are, but by this ſamilar diſpenſation of things, Fhis 
remark will alſo ſerve as a KE V to open the force. and fitneſs 
of all the other ſcriptures, which = this time of the veiling 
mixture of the twilight, to convey to us ſeveral important 
myſteries, which Cuz15T did in the time of his being our Swre- 
4 particularly of its being ſaid concerning Cun is, © in the 

evening he cometh”, juſt before he ſuffered, as a Surety. 
May my reader, thro' grace, a*ply it, and if he would love 
others as Cuz1sT loved him, may he cover alſo like him, and 
as the apeſtle therefore \ays, (charity or) love does cover, 4 
p:'n/tirnde of ſims committed by others, 
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mount; of the death of all in his death, and of 
the cover of love, which JIxsus, the incarnate 
Je HoVaH, mixing with our nature ſor our 
good, and born © the (4) great joyto all people; 
would throw over all our offences, that they 
might not be ſeen of Go nor imputed tous ; 
when he, like [/aac his type, was about to re- 
ceive the church for his ſpouſe, who ſtill puts 
on the dei of his righteouſneſs over the 
face of her nature to be accepted. So that did 
men, with //aac, contemplate this nature, which 
they now oppoſe to JESUS its creator, they 
would not only ſee it refute their groundleſs 
pretences to ſeH.taaching, but alſo that it ſtill 
illuftrates the things of grace to them, as it did 
to the Patriarchs. For behold and wonder, ye 
baafters of a natural catholic religion, who think 
nature and right reaſoning from natur- ideas of 
things againſt Chriſtianity; behold, to the 
confuſion of all your deluding infidelity, the reli- 
gion of JEsus, the HEAD and END of all, is 
alone the religion of nature; as being a part, or 
member of the great em of wiſdom, power, 
and love; carried on for. the manifeſtatian of 
HIM: that is, the religion, not which untaught 
man could have diſcovered, nat which thy fallen 
and corrupt nature would lead thee to, but 
which this /e ſyſtem of the works of 
HIM, Who is “great in council, and 

mighty 

(r) Lak. ii. 10. 
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40 mighty in operation“; was purpoſely made 


by all the correſpondency of its ceoonomy to- 
wards the outward man to give ideas of to the 
ſenſe of men in every age, from the patriar. 
hal to the end of the world. And canſt thou 
behold, fond man, the moſt exquiſite adju/2- 
ment which the chriflian ſcheme diſplays in its ſe- 
veral parts? Canſt thou ſee how it riſes to our 
view like its matchleſs and divine conflruder, 
Jesvs, ſo altogether(1) lovely, ſo clearly the glo- 
rious diſpenſation which” it was the end of the 
treation, of the permiſſion of the'"apoſtacy 
of the rebel angels, of the fall, of every ſpiritual 
ceconoiny in the patriarchal ſtate; under the 
Izw and goſpel; and of every temporal event in 
nations and individuals to manifeſt and finiſþ ; 
and not with all thy engroſſed attention cry 
out, at this amazingly myſterious (m) meeting 
of mercy and truth, of righteouſneſs and peace, 
« Thy teſtimonies are veryſure (n)—thy wok 
« is very pure (o), — the (p) judgments of 
« the LogD are true and righteous altogether 
&« and are (4) worthy to be praiſed and had 
« in honor and in everlaſting remembrance” ? 
Surely thou wilt admit the repreſentations 
of the "divine ceconomy,/ as recorded in Scrip- 
ture. For what God, by the word of his mouth 
(1) Cant. v. 16. ( E, Kxxv. 10, („exix, 238. 
(0) ib, ver. 140. (p) xix. 9. 
(2) H exi. 3. 
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applying nature preſented to the patriarchs, 
Gon, by his recorded ward {till applying na- 
ture, preſents to thee, _.- 


And. is it received? Tben, however per 


ſons have been taught. to, think, without pro- 
per limitations, that there is u knowledge 
but what comes from ſenſe, and ſo to con- 
clude that there are nene but ſenſcble things, 
how high does this revelation ſet the mind of 
the receiver, and make it indeed qugrcome 
the world What a neo world, what a 
new ſet of objects, wholly diſlines from thoſe 
of ſenſe, are diſcovered to us by the, predrum 
of ſenſible, ones, _ becauſe analꝛgeus to them! 
So that what all the ideas of ſenſation. and 
the regolleQed ideas, called“ ideas of reflec- 
2 2 (which could not have been perform- 

ed without the revealed words, that. are the 
retainers of our ideas). cquld never have led 
men to we. ſee in the revelation of. Gop, Ie 

Becauſe here I find the moſt intereſting, obs 
jedts riſe on the ſor, . which uniaformedinfonſe 
could ven have attained,;the remateſt projpct? 
of. A ſerong and indeed confeſſed ( r) proof 


that zdeas of ſenſe are not the original ſource, 
| though 


(r) A ent advocate for nia) — ar re 
velatiem is natural reaſon enlarged” by a new... ſ##. of, * 
« coveries communicated by Gon immediately Lache, L 
10. c. 4 And ſo of courſe 4 
ſenlation or reflection eworld or con have furniſhed us with. 


os rat he, which 0 ideas of 
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though the channel of all knowledge ; as we 128 2 
ſtriking evidence of tlie folh of thoſe, 105 think 
nothing can be derived to us through this chan- 
nel, which took not its riſe ftom it. And they 
. in proportion as they are Þitere/t- 
For how lvely does this chriſtian revela- 
175 appear to us! How entitled is it with the 
Savroux it diſcovers to lie, all the night of 
this world, in our breaſts (i), when the aſper- 
Auen it receives from the ſlanderous tongues of 
the enemies of theſe (t) hidden ones, the Gop- 
MAN 3 when the fulſe charges of its not being 
teeable to nature and to reaſon from nature 
are wiped off ; when it is ſhewn to be the only 
fource from whence language and redſon and 
all knowledge and every true deduction concern- 
ing GOD and his wayr come, and when it 
js thus manifeſt to be a fair repreſentation of 
Jprritual things by the only way man can poſſi- 
bly #10w them, by natural and vifible images 

of them to our ſenſes. 
There is indeed a ſweet compoſition in this 
natural ſyſtem ; the induſtrious bees, (u) I faw 
. 83 | "370 


Qs) Cant. i. 13. 09 ) 2 Ixxxiii. 3. 

(#) The "bee is called in the Hebrew language, 7, 
DeBIR, i.e. 2 revealer, on e accounts, 1. becauſe oy 
are remarkable amongſt the inſef7s for their 4 

ge, by which they diſcover or reveal themſelves out of 2 
in order to carry on their little ceconomy.— 2. Becauſe they 
caufeby their amazing working a r7evelation of fweer honey 

m 


1 817 J 5 
ſo lately lighting on the fowry borders in the 
parterre, on beds of thyme and willews, and buſily 
reducing the liquid fragrancy, do return with re- 
tarded flight to the hive, to work up in theit cells, 
amidſt the pleaſing hum, a virgin honey for the ex- 
pectant dames that draw it out from the combs. 
But if this ſhews us there muſt be a correſpondent 

ſweetneſs from à ſimilar worker in every natu- 
rally-repreſented ſyſtem of religion, it only feint- 
ly images the incomparable preciouſneſs of © the 
„ words (w) of eternal life”, which, transfer- 
ring every goodly idea from the creatures to 
the divine TRINITY and their merciful aconomy, 
do by this means afford us a far ſweeter reve- 
lation of the (x) ſavor of the goſpel, that is, 
as the manna (y) is ſaid to have been, adapted 
to be agreeable to the ta/te of every receiver. It 
only feebly ſignifies to me the ſpiritual and golden 
ſtore, which was more painfully wrought up 
from the bitter paſſion of our ſurety (z) in the 


5 M earthy 


in combs, formed by what they take from other things — Why 
then the root ſhould ſignify alſo the word, that has a ſweer 
ſpirit or ſenſe under the ſounded or written letter, and under 
ideas taken from other objetts, as well as the eſſential worD 
© maniteſt in the fleſh", which he took from others, even 
from the virgin, to be ſweetneſs and peace to us, is obvious 
I think to any conſidering mind, 

(w) Joh, vi. 68, (x) 2 Cor. xiv. 15. 
(y) Wiſd. xvi. 20. 

(=) IP oxen, the word for the mixt willow, which 
the bees feed on, as well as for ſurety. 


818 J 
earthy comb (z) or tabernacle. of him, whoſe 
lips, as the head of the church, his body, 
becauſe full of (a) grace” under the ever- 
laſting” Slings of GOD, are thus naturally 
pictured to be as an honey-comb (hb), Becauſe 
this is compoſed of the fully-expanded attributes 
of GOD in one CHRIST, bringing forth, as the 
eternal wok, under his miniſiring farm, all 
the more than melli-fuous fweekheſs of heaven, 
the reconciliation of the FATHER and the ſatis- 
Hing merits of IEsus and the peter of the 
the 8PIRIT into the hearts of all the haufbold 
&© of (c) faith” ; and producing in every ſeer and 
taſter of his graciouſneſs a holy hunger, a 
ſtretching forth of hands after the perfect enjoy- 
ment of what the SS promiſes in CHRIST, 
of the true manna, whole tate is therefore re- 
corded to have been as that of wafers (d 
mixed with honey. Nor is there more of propriety 
in this ſpiritual proviſion in the ſcriptural /y/tem 
than there is of truth in the affertion, that all 
the /tweetneſs, which ever was yielded from the 


yellow 
(+) Perhaps from JD dun a ftation, in which 


a perſon or thing is placed, as honey is in a comb, &c, under 
which word, Cuz15T, the brightner or puriſter of his church, 
the Loxy, the man of war, the captain of the hoſts of the 
Loxp, the captain of our ſalvation, is — to be fta- 
tioned for our light and protection unto lite eternal, And we 
have places in England, and one, if not more in Kent, and 
another in Surrey, called Combe, where armies are ſaid to have 
had their ſtation. 

(a) P.. xlv. 2. 

(b) Cantic, iv. 11.—in Luk, xXiv. 42. CarrsT received an 
acknowledgment of this from his diſciples, 
(e) Gal. ii. 10. (4 Ex. xvi. 31, 


1 _ 
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yellow ſtores of Hybla's bees or ever was or 
can be collected from the bitter willows, from 


every balmy plant, from every ſcented flower, 
by all the buſy /warms that ever flighted from 
the hives and darkened heaven, is unſpeakably 
inferior to the leaſt taſte or apprehenſion of the 
graciouſneſs there is in IEsUs, in this true 
Jonathan, i. e. the GIVEN ONE of the dop- 
HEAD, who, when our human nature, (e)as well 


5M2 as 


fe] r Sam, xiv, There Janaohony who was the given one to 
the people, as well as to David, is ſaid together with his armor 
beater, as a type of the twain in tne, the Gov-Man, (when 
te there was no ſmith in Iſrael” nor ſword nor bear to ſave 
but with Saut, the governor under the [aw and with Fona- 
than, the given one „ born under the law, as a figure of 
there being no ſpiritual weapons [ Pſ. xliv. 4. 2 Cor. x. 4.] 
but with the rerributing nature and with Cuatsr, © made 
*« under the law" [Galat. iv, 4. j to have affaulted the garriſon 
of the Philiſtines, when the ground and their hoſt, &-c. trem- 
bled exceedingly by an carthquete, like that on CrurisT's 

flion, and to Urs /lain them and to have wrought ſalva- 
tion for Iſrael, and to have his eyes enlightened by the taſte 
of honey from the rod, dipt in 4 honey comb, when the people 
wete faint and in a wood; though he in ſerving the people 
incurred the curſe pronounced by Saul on them who taſted 
« food till the evening”, till he © was avenged of his ene- 
mies“, and which was pronounced, before he in the fleſb 
had incurred if and heard of it;: this chapter, I ſay, is te- 
corded to give men in zatural colours a repreſemtation of this 
far more wondrous work of CaxzisT under this character of 
the given one—And no one can obje& to the propriety oc 
its being recorded, who attends to what has been fully pro- 
ved, I apprehend, to the neceſſity of ſuch a medium — 
ſtruction. I fhall juſt further obſerve, that this loſt parti - 
cular denotes Cnxx1sT's incurring the curſe for us before he in 
the fleſn new it, and that the people who had taken of ſleſh and 
blood and became ſinners for the uſe of JeHoVaH, mmy 
CEVNSDN He THAIM Le JeHoVaH, and offered typical 
ſacrifice for it and redeemed Jonathan, rhe given one, from 
death [VNA repv} were a Hhpe of the nature of CxzioT, who 


820 
as the earth was convulſed, and the more than 
_ Philiſtinehoſtof enmity were ſhook and ſlain, when 
the foul garriſon of © high thoughts”, infidelity 
and fin were diſlodged and our ſalvation wrought 
out by him, alone obtained, (whilſt there was 
no ſpiritual weapon amongſt us, and we were 
famt in the field of the world,) a ſpiritual en- 
lightening, by the taſting of the ſweetneſs of 
celeſtial love; love derived to him by means 
of the wonderful ROD OF JESSE, of GOD 
incarnate in the ſpiritual honey-comb of his 
humanity, though not without incurring in his 
ſervice for us the heavy curſe, which the domi- 
nion of the law had laid us under, until there 
* was vengeance taken on them who had been 
„its enemies; until the true light, like that of the 
even, had taken our ſtain and ſin”. O may 1 
and all as his members confeſs it thus obtained, 
and ſeek and find its amiable conſequences deſcend- 
| ing 
ſtood for the people and took part of our fleſb and blood, and fo 
was made ſin for ns to Gop, and offered in himſelf the real and 
zrue ſacrifice, which gave the type its efficacy, and ſo re- 
deemed the given nature in himſelf from death. And now as 1 
am perſuaded Saul 's injunction will appear as juſt a one, as any 
faſt enjoined under penalties in time of war, and to be indeed a 
laying of them, as the law (of which Saul was a type) laid 
#5, and therefore Cx ISN for us under a curſe, ſo I truſt with 
theſe obſervations that he, who meditates on the ſacred ſtory, 
will find too a ſevret honey of ſpiritual inſtrufion concerning 
the moſt ſtupendous act of redemption in the honey-comb ot 
this letter, and adore the cviſdom that declared © from antient 
times [the things) that [were] not [then] done”, If. xIvi. 10. 
thus provided tranſaftions which ſhould, ſo many ages before, 
ſigure it thus circamſtantially to the utter extirpation of the 


_ Slaſphemies of Socinianiſm and Nuakeriſm and Deiſm. May 
be taſte it and have his ces alſo exlightened, 
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ing to us in our ſeveral ſtations in the body of 
our HEAD, to make our thoughts and 
words and converſation drop (/) this his ſweet- 
neſs © in all meekneſs and love” to every of our 
brethren, to (g) enable us to war with weapons 
of grace mighty through GOD to the 
«© pulling down of ſtrong holds ()“ of ima- 
ginations, and to enlighten our minds to com- 
prehend with all ſaints what is the breadth 
and length and depth and height of this love 
* of CurisT®”, “ that we faint (i) not” in 
our warfare, 

For ſhall the rural dame, regardleſs of the lit- 
tle perils, incurred from the ſtimulating ſwarms, 
in the attempt, with ſedulous application and 
buſy ſkill, take the hived fore for the uſe of 
her houſehold, when it can only yield a tranſ- 
ent (weetneſs ? And ſhall the eſpouſed church, 
impatient of the (+) light affliction which 
is but for a moment, of the ſufferings 
© of the preſent time,” and of the 
mortifications of the fleſh, which ariſe (I/) be- 
* cauſe of the word”, and are not worthy to 
« be compared with (m) the GLORY to be re- 
« vealed,” be 4% dilligent to gather out of 
the comb of the word, the far ſweeter (n) myſ- 
teries of GOD, and the life hidden with 


„ CHRIST 

(f) Cane. iv. 11. Fob xxix. 22. Te. iii. 2. g) 2 Cor. 
x. 4. ) Eph. iii. 18. (i) Heb. xii. 3. 
(#) 2 Cor. iv. 15. (1) Matt, xiii. zr. (m) Rom. 


viii. 18, (n) Bk lit. 9. Col. i. 3. 
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«© CyrisT in GOD” for the uſe of © the 
c houſehold of faith? Surely thy bees, O 
«© WORD of life,” that teach us the diſcipline 
due to ſpiritual drones, would alſo, with all their 
gentle mur murs as they work, whiſper thy 
hidden wiſdom (0) to the © heart of unbelief,” 
in nature's lively imagery, and convict of unpa- 
rallell d folly, for not ſeeking its rich and ever- 
taſting ſtore. Nor leſs do they enforce the pu- 
niſbment of the haughty adverſary, who medi- 
tates an - interruption of its work. For if the 
bees have a ſweetly - fragrant honey, they are fur- 
niſh'd alſo with a painful ſting ; with which, 
(and without reſpec of perſons) they fail not 
to avenge themſelves on their diſturber. And 
does ſignificant nature thus repreſent, that the 
ſpiritual revealer, with its ſtill (p) © ſmall 

| voice“, 
2 1 88 nay. 4, 4 . I A 
GOD, to a ſoul, that has u hat the ſatipture naturally affigns 
the inward man, a ſpiritual palate, a right ſenſe wd things, 
[JT HeK] by this ſweetneſs the natwral honey or &c. yields 


to the taſte, is plain from its «/e of the words 70 
ue re and F. merry, and J ones, and RIP 1 
vu 


Non, particularly in Prov. i. 6. and xv. 21. by way of 
analogy. And that it is a jaſt repreſentation the believer 

knows. | 
(p) x Kings xix. 12. Where we have a natural type of the 
calm voice of the Goſpel, declaring the ſatisfaction (imaged 
by the 7000) found in Cnr 15T, as in the true Iſrael, to the true 
Elijah, i. e. my GOD the effence”, after the une 
wind or ſtorm of wrath, that ren all the hang htineſt ot men 
and rocky hardncſs by imputation on him and abont rd 
rer 
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« voice”, (which there muſt be in a ſyſtem 


analagous to its courſe) has, a ſimilar ſting for 
men who rei (q) the truth,” as well as a 
fimilar fweemneſs ® Then how ſtrong is the ſhine 
of the propriety, with which the r) wok is 
affirmed to have a letter that Hilleth, as well as 
a ſpirit that giveth life, and to judge him who 
rejefteth (s) it at the laſt day! Mayeſt thou 


then, o man, on nature's evidence of the danger. 


of reſiſting things apparently little and feeble, 
with carefiuhneſs conſider, as oft as thou” ſeeſt 


this buſy remembrancer of the eternal wok, 


whether thou art giving the word a free courſe, 
or art oppoſing the miniftration of it with-its 
ſpiritual underſtanding in CHRIST'S | church, 
that thou mayeſt never feet the poignancy'of 


its 


% 


after the earthquake of judgment, that ſhook down our earthy 
nature in him; and after the fre of heaven's indignation that 
had burnt round him: as well as a type of his charafferriok 
NTT nest, the ſeeing GOD; as King over. them that 
exalt themſelves; of NYT UA, the © exiſtent one, who 
« ſball be”, as King over Iſrael! ; and of WY IN Arie, my 
GOD, Jx$ vs, (the Son of OA SeBeTH, the Jude l our 
Prophet, which, were all conſtituted by the MM in his 
character of the true Elij ab, my GOD, the effence”; to 
ſlay the exxwity.. For what can be a more nataral deſcyiptian 
than of a calm after a form ? Compare IV rv. 6.—xxix, 6.— 
Ii. 2. and Matt. xii. 19. and Jam. iii. 17. and whilſt thou 
learneſt from hence in what voice, not of diſcord but ffill 
unity, thou wilt hear the Los J:svs, with thanks Wim 
that tend, like Elijah, amid ſt theſe judgments for thee, ne» 
ceive the peace and experience its rale in thy heart, ua 
the mortification of the deeds of the fleſh. 102 
(9) 2 D. ui. 8. tr) 2 Cor, ili, 6. (5) John xi. 40. 
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its almighty penalties, never find this revealer 
of righteouſneſs and life a revealer of condemna- 
tion and death to thee. For thus would the 
little wrath of the bees. be thy monitor, thus 
would their hive yield a , tore of divine know- 
ledge in nature's images for thy ſoul, as well as 
haney in the comb for thy body. So true is it 
that the (t) LoxD made all things for him- 
ſelf,” even the bee chat reſts on the thyme, or 
in the flowry border, and the hived labours of 
the ſwarm, to give thee a ſweet comment on 
the nature of his word. mY 

So many are the crouded ſollicitors in this hea- 
ven, this (u) court of the Gentiles ;”. which 
confirm the (w) words of the wiſe, and prove 
them to be as goads and as (x) nails faſtened, 
on which we may ſurely reſt our full depen- 
dence ; that methinks I ſee in them an innu- 
merable congregation, (fair pattern of apoſtolic 
and primitive unity,) ranged in ſweet accord, 
and harmonious ſubſerviency, to give their 
unanimous ſanction to the truth in Ixsus; 
and to invite us by their affecting repreſentations 
of the fairer ſyſtem of love, to dwell under 
the Redeemer's (y) ſhadow, For does the 


tree, 


(t) Prov. xvi. 4. 
() Hence there was in the figure, to give us an idea of 
this, à court of the Gentiles. 
(w) Eccl. xii. x11 (x) Ibid. ' 
(5) In" Pf. xcii. 1. Iſa, Xv. 4. xxxii. 2, and Hof. xiv. 
7. we have this natural image anatogically applied - * 
cribe 
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rue, low bending under ripen'd fruit, court tite. 
hungry appetite ® Far more powerfully do 
theſe different branches of the creation draw us, 
who hunger after a ſatisfa&ion'to our immenſe 
wants of an offering to atone GOD's juſtice 
and of grace unto obedience, to tate and try 
the celeſtial producis of almighty wrjdoam and 
goodneſs, which the igt of ſcripture puts forth 
in theſe forms. And there is nothing wanting 
but this, in order to enable every foul to ſay, 
from its own experiexce of their efficacy to 
cleanſe, enlighten and renew it, what the 
church in natural expreſſion ſaid of old and will 
ever teſtify, <* I delighted and (=) fate down un- 
<« der his ſhadow, and his fruit was ſweet and 
«© pleaſant to my faſte.” Then it will fee that 
in CHRIST, the true gate and daor to the un- 
derſtanding of every ſcrepture, as well as to eve- 
ry grace, are all (a) manner of pleaſant 
fruits, both new and old, laid up (r 
5 N JePeN 
ſcribe Cunts as over ſo adowiny us and protein us from the 
clond of ſin, and heut or ſtorm of wrath, &c. — And he 
who owns he looks for protection from GOD uſes rhe image 
and muſt, if he has any ide to his words, acknowledge this 
ſpiritual ſbelter, For how can he be protected ur covered 
but under ſueh an appointment, ſprinriny p, ws a tree, after 
being buried as a ſeed in the gromn4, to © cover our offences: 
„not that we ſhouid continue in ſin, that grace may 
„ abound,” Rom. vi. 11. as ſome teach © rucmng the grate 
© of GOD into laſcivinſneſs?" 

(=) Cant. ii. 8. (a) vii. tg. which refers, as our rama. 
tors weil note in the margin to the patſage in Mare, xiii. $2, 
where, be, who underſtands the parable and interpretation, 
the tyoical tranſaRtiony and the ſpirit a things tigaatied by 


thew and is thus inſtru A wnto tht kingdom of GOD, as pre« 
Ned 
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JePeN under (6) cover) for the beloved soy; 
even all (c) the treaſures of the wiſdom and 
knowledge hid in CHRIST ; his manifold (d) 
wiſdom, that is revealed in (e) divers man- 
ners,“ by words, by perſons," by things, by 
action. — new, as fulfilled and manifeſt (/) 
anew in the chriſtian diſpenſation or new teſta- 
ment — old, as prefigured in the ſyſtem. of na- 
ture and the worldly typic xconomy_ or old 
teſtament — and all hidden under ſenſible repre- 
ſentations, as being fruits (g) by Jesvs 
CHRIST and for him. Then will it put a 
proper, though never an adequate value upon 
the affectionate invitation of divine love, aſter 
he had come (%, into his garden, i. e. his hu- 
man nature, and had been incarnate and had 
provided this ſeaſt of grace in the chriſtian /a- 
crifice, ** Eat, (what unmerited (i) philanthropy 
is this to enemies) o friends; drink, yea be 

* drunken 


gered of old and frlfilled in the new diſpenſation, is com- 

ared 10 a houſeholder bringing * out of his treaſure things 
de nee and old.” May every reader have this evidence of his 
being inſtructed and &nilt xp to this n kingdom of 
« our Lord and Savionr IESUS ChrisT.” 2 Pet. i. 11. 

(b) In Job xiv. 13. the werd is uſed for hiding in the grave, 
and denotes that the Spirit, who raiſes the dead, can only by his 
evorking through the word raiſe wp to us the * hidden wiſdom,” 

(c) Cul. ii. 3. (4) Eph. iii. 10. (e) Heb. i. 1. 

(f) viii. 8. and page 807. in the note. It may be alſo ob- 
ſerved, that as the heathens, even amidſt their apoſtacy, held 
a typic religion, ſo they held a new diſpenſation of things 
wherein what was done of 0/4 ſhould be = anew. Whence 
Virgil from the Sibyl ſays, 

Magnus ab integro ſæclorum naſcitar ordo. Ecl. 4. 

(g) lil. i. 12. (II cant. v. . (i) Tit. iii. 4. 

Onarleuria. 
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* drunken (4) with loves,” not only with one 
lade, in one endearing relation, as not being 
ſufficient for our various wants, but with 
all the ſeveral affetons ſubliſting in every poſſi- 
ble beneficent relation of huſband, father, 
brother, friend, allie, ſaviour, redeemer, 
king, light, glory, refuge, captain, head, 
Sc. and ſo with /oves. For having taſted and 
tryed, how does it prefer the /eaſt portion of 
theſe fruits of enlightning w:/dom and ſancti- 


fying power to all the feellings of a lawleſs” 


\ancy, to all the unſatisfying feaſtings of a 
vitiated ſenſe, however ſerved up in ſhowy forms 
of tranſitory pleaſures, or intereſt ? It finds, by 
a ſenſible evidence, that the diſcouraging pre- 
tences urged by deceitful infidelity, and its bold 
ſuggeſtions, that theſe truths are not agreeable 
to the growth of nature, are the offspring of the 
(1) father of lies. For behold, however it 
has been abſurdly affirmed, that the inward 


man was not only the perſon to be nouriſhed, 


but alſo a table of wiſdom and fruits of knows. 


ledge and grace to himſelf, (when common ſenſe 
ſhews that theſe muſt be an external proviſion) 
this nature in all its ſcenes appears to conſiſt 
like the Moſaic ritual, their ſhadews, of viſible 
repreſentations, framed by the great Lord of 
this femple of the heavens, in which he. has 
moſt wonderfully ſet forth the delicious fruits 

5N 2 of 


(t) Cant, v. i. Prev. ix. 1, 2, 3. (1) Fob. viii. 4. 
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of this knowledge of the holy TRINITY, which 
we have ſeen (n) „ the things that are made” 
delineate to us; of the divine ALLIES or cox- 
FEDERATES or CQLLEAGUES () or, (accord- 
ing to the vaſt comprehenſiveneſs of the ſcrip- 
tural and natural idea of what theſe words, as 
well as the “ fearful and glorious name,” 


ERIN ALEIM, (e) import) of the PER- 


SONS 
(m) See pay. 664. (n) In Dent. xxviii. $8. the 
reader will toe © the wonderful and great and continuing 


e plagnes threatened to them, who reverence not x VA their 
4 AT EIN ALTIESs ;“ and I hope he will be perfuaded, by, 
the knowledge of theſe terrors, from joining the infidel or the 
heretic, the ſenſualiſt or the diſorderly ent haſi aſt againſt THEM 
ar their church. 

(o) The word, GOD, is what many apply very loofely and 
differently, juſt as of old the Greek word beog was applied to 
3dols, which the Apoſtle calls devils. But there is a certain 
idea affixed by the Lon p to the word (== N, AL EIN, 
of which the word GOD is made a tranſlation. And he, 
who uſes it with any other idea and worſhi ps not What it was 
Fri nſed to give the idea and to be the memorial of, preſ i- 
enter the word, and does mor _— GOD; call he it firſt 
canſe, ſupreme being, or providence, but does, as the heathens 
did and do, adore idols, &c. under the xame, and makes his 
idols to be theſe. It may be of ſervice then byteffy to trace 
what I have much feller proof to ſupport the truth of and 
may perhaps at ſome time or other publiſh, namely, the idea 
affixed — original word une, ALAN, Mis memo- 
rial anto all generations, Exod. ili. 15, Aud nntwithſtand- 
ing the great miſ?, that has, by ſome means or other, been 
raſcd to involve it in 6bſewrity, we find the Lexicont and o- 
chers derive it from . ALF, © tofwear ar to he bound un- 
< der an oath with an imprecation”; and thence it will Kt. 
nify pxzRSoxs or Coutnanters UNDER AN OTR. See Le- 
dev. Viv, Ainſwerth. Leigh. Calle. Marius. Pagnin. Mer- 
cer. Robertſon, &c. &c. But, more preciſely to deter- 
mise the heck whence we are to take the idea, we muſt ro- 
member that as TIN AI- Yai 7 - -N 


ALEL 
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SONS INTERPOSED .' To CHANGE us IN 
Cuxlsr, 


„et- Nat, and N aren, arcallowed to be an 
verha, i. e. franc hes of the ſame. root, and which convey the 
ſame idea, as branches of a tree or family do the ſame ſap or 
blood, ſa we find the latter word, - J), ALe, applied 
in Exe. xl. 9, 10. to a /bell or vonltt or porch over a door ſet 
between two poſts, as 1 Kin. vi. 21, to be interpoſed between 
the body and the ſeverity of the weather, that will give an 
agreeable change to them, who take ſhelter ander it, from 
their ſitxation under the form, & c. till it ſhall itſelf chanye 
aud decay. Hence Ye, air, is uſed for a flag or rm, &c. 
and ang be that is 11:terpoſed or interpoſes thus to — off other 
thingz—as for the interpoſſ — irradiating Tight of the 
morn, that impels the earth from darkneſs and changes its 
Nate, P xxi). 20. 5x AL for a particle of interpoſition, to, 
for, or againſt, &c. as ſo prohibiting, is put negatively far 
« not,” non, ne — hence ox and the farther deſlection 


C2» ALILIM fignifie the pods of the heathen, 
the oreated figurative trinity ( fire, light and ſpirit) in theſe 
heavens, which are made to be interpoſed each between 
the ot her; the fire between the light and the ſpirit or 
air ; the air between the light, on one part, and the fire, on 
the other; and the light between the fire and the air; in the 
great bounded vat or circuit of the heavens, Fob xxii. 14. 
and to certain offices, as thus interpoſtd, for the 
earth and its members, or to change their corditioms, i. e. to 
ceaſe to exiſt, as 2 light and ſpirit, as they really de, 
when they ceaſe their offices, Whence they are under #hts 
word rendered idols, images, ſbadows of heavenly things, 
Tſ. xevi. 5. Nor can a perſon ſhew me one of theſe powers 
not thus interpoſed, where they exiſt together, as in the hea- 
vens or about a candle or fire. This is the natural — 
which the werd ſtands for; and conſequently it is a 

of vaſt comprehenſion, taking in all the porpers of theſe hea- 
vens, as thus interpoſed in every of their offices and with et! 
their properties, to befriend tie carch, 10 ſave or conſeme 
things, E 104. Laſtly, becauſe it is thus comprebenſove, 
the word n Aru, the plural of FIN Ark, 


another branch of 5e, is uſed in a way of analegy, the 
medinm of ſpiritual knowledge, and carried wp io gente, 
what comprehenes the whole chriſtian ſcheme, the Diving 
PERSONS (to lay 75 under the ſtrongeſt obligations to faith, 

e and love in the church) interpoſed in a lie manner, in 
all their holy offices towards Cnzisr and his church in him ; 
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CRRISsT, the laſt Adam, (d i. e. to tranſlate 
ine us 


under an aath, of which ſuch an interpaſition is the very eſſence; 
a man always by an oath interpoling himſelf between God, 
on the oe part, and a man, on another, to do ſomewhat to 
change the tonaition of another perſon; to give, fwrrender, 
or reſtore ſumewhat to him; or ro confute or confirm” in evi. 
dence for or ag ainſt him, or to ſuffer from Gop a change him- 
ſelf. O! contemplate the fair repreſentation, and ſay if this 
is not well called “ a reſpefable and glorions name,” that con- 
veys ſuch a wonderfully ergazing and comprehenſive, ſuch a 
natural and expreſſive idea of the noLY PERSONS, interpoſed 
by. ea'h to perform the moſt intereſting offices for our whole 
man in CMR, ſimilar to thoſe performed by the created 
apents in the heavens, ſo evidently made to be interpoſed in 
like manner, for our outward man in the carth, as to give it a 
revolution and an inveſttture of brightning glory, to inſpirit it, 
feſt ain it in life, health, c. For whatever is done in tlie 
cxconomy of our redemption is done by the Lonp, as 


ns rr, ALLIES, according to Pf. Ixxi v. 12, as 
much as what is done in the ſyſtem of nature is done by the 


created agents, as chr ALILIM, idols, (ſamulachra) 
made by their Creator to be thns interpoſed, and therefore 
called by him, in order to affert his ſnpremacy and their depen- 


dency, RAINS FE _—11 ALEIM AERIM, inferior 
or later interpoſed agents, Nor is it a wonder that the name, 
which is deſcriptive of theſe, ſhould be applied to give us 
an ideas of the noLY TRINITY, as they exiſt in the ceconomy 
of grace, when we have ſeen the re of the creaturey and their 
oo and effects ſo conſtantly uſed io give us ideas of ſpiritnal 
things, ations and effects. After this ſhort ſketch the reader may 
ſce why theſe perſons appeared under an interpoſing oak, called 


[YN arr, as well as N Aux, to ſhew their being 
under a ſimilar interpoſition by oath. Gen, xviii, And 
he may determine what Abraham thought of the Lonrv's 
promiſe to be a Go bp to him, and what the Ifracliter, 
with this idea in their minds, thought of the ſanfion 
of their law, when the Lon n required their obedience, becanfe 
JeHoVaH-{which is the name of the nature, ſignifying the 
Self-ſnbſeſtent oſſen:e) was THEIR ALEIM, which is the name 
their amiable relation, ſignifying them to be owr ALLIES 
hut interpaſed. Nor is the propriety of the deſcriptions of our 
ſtate as awarſare —of the Lond as a man of war, &c. of the 
evils, which befel Iſrael when they forſock and rejected theſe 
Arie, as captivities, figures of the ſpiritual captivity of * 
who 
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us from our ſtate of darkneſs, fin and death toa 
| = ſtate 


* 


£=® # 
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who, though without ſtrength, rejeck their grace in Cun15T, 
leſs chviors,” May ue uſe the word, Gor, with this heaven 
revealed idea to it and receive: them, Who are ſaid ally, for a 
further declaration of thei: /xper7ority, to be the ALEN of theſe 
Aleim, i. 6. ot theſe inierphſed powers of heaven as well as 
of the interpoſing kings or the carth, &c. May we obey 
Cnr1sT, who is the Gop of god sJN ar of theſe Al EIN; 
25 XXii, 22. ] i. e. the Rr thus interpaſta (by his inra- 

lating power) to change theſe interpoſed creatures, to moriify 
the power of the world over us, and /aftly wo hirn and aifſoloe 
it, 2 Pet, iii. 10, 11. that he may give us a ne heaven and a 
new earth, 

That the heathens worſhipped their gods e the created 
trinity“ in this view, as col cagnes, under typic interpoſitions, 
is plain from their giving them the name, x Sam. xvii. 43. G. 
as alſo, in later ages, frum their Jupiter Federator,” conjocis 
conſentes, G Neos, Orc. and their afligning theny ſacred 
trees and groves, And ſhuell we apoſtatize more deeply than 
they did, and not only, with the fool, T.. xiv. 1. ſay in our 
hearts, but with our months affirm, there arc no: 7e 
ALEIM, PERSONS INTERPOSED BY OATH for our redemption ? 
Shall we ſet up for indeperr-tents, as not needing ſuch alliance not 
an enrollment by ſacrament al baptiſm, as fel. lers, into their ar - 
my, 1 Sam. xvii. 26, nor ſuch confirmation as they are pleaſed to 
give us, to encourage us in the good fig ht of faith ? Shall we mate 
or count enance ſpiritual inſarrectious or mutinies amang the army 
of martyrs in the church militant, di ſar ders which ever give the 
enemy ddvantages ? Or, lajily, thall we dethronethile ER 
so xs, Who declare there ate N0 ALLIES (independently fach) 
but JeHoVaH, and rebellivully ſer up © an abomination,” an 
idol of human fancy or choice in their place, and call it Goo. 
The Loxv forbid! © JeHoVall is the trie Gop, He is the 
** living Gopand King of eternity; the gods that have nat made 
{© theheavens and the earth, they ſhall pi from the earth and 
from under theſe heavens.” Fer .x. 10. O bleſs xr (op, 
A 149092 ALEINU) Attiks, ye Congregations, and make 
the voice of their praiſe to be heard, who hulderh oar foul 
in life, and ſuffereth not our foot to be moved, Pſ vi. 8. 

(4) To this import of the name & Paul, in Heb, vi. 17. 
refers, where, ſpeaking of the © two immutable things“ we 
have to zromnd the anchor of our hope on, he ſays, Go 
iro o57 (confirmed it) ns the E214 te vt has it, tut, as the 
margin has is, interpojed hinfelf by an catch. Foc what is thts 


but 
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ſtate of glory, righteouſneſs and Efe, under foi. 
ritual officers of his appointing in his ov Bo- 
DY the CHURCH, OR TO CHANGE THEM- 
SELVES: (e) juſt as the created trinity, or, in 
* ſcripture language, the inferior or later col- 
leagued” powers (/) of theſe heavens, which are 
to be /haken, are made to be interpoſed or placed 
between each other to urn or change our out- 
| ward man in this earth [MDIN Apme}] from 
N a ſtate of darkneſs and blackneſs and ſſecp, 
- (which 


but ſaying in other words, © the Tzrx1Ty (which we ſee the 

cc 9oInral word, for which the word Gop ſtands, denotes) inter- 

<< poſtd themſelves to change ns or change themſelves ? Becauſc 

every oath has its penalty annexed, "Bur iff, they “ cannot 

« lie”* ver. 18. and zaly, they are from their nature nor ſubjett 

to change, and by theſe exo contiderations they afford us ftrong 

_ conſolation, who have fled for refuge to the hope ©: before us. 

And what is this unfearchable myſtery of the impafiible and 

immutable Gop under all this confirmation of his truth and 

love to us but an immoveable foxndation * — What the ja ws 

| | in him but an anchor * ſure and ſtedfaſt, or what is he who 
| will not traſt his Goo under his oath, nor believe his duty in 
every relation, amidſt the heavieſt temorations and trials; in 
| life and "death? tr is infidelity, but ſuch as words cannot ex- 

F preſs the guilt of. Becauſe if it ſees not how agreeable it is 
to the analogy of nature, that the veſſel of the check ſhould 
have ſtrong hold for her anchor of hope amidſt the forms and 
eaves of the world, or that there ſhould bea contract in the 

iritmal world, as there is in this or that man ſhoald be fayed 
in ſon, as he is in the body, by di vine interpoſing love, it allo 
throws back all the conſolation God's mercy afforded us in 
his face, and treats him as one not to be credited under every 

ble tie or contract. Reader, examine rhyſelf and take 
heed leſt thox by an evil heart of unbelict” departeſt from 
„the living Good,” Heb, iii. 12. 

(e) Mal. iii. 6. is a reference to this particular, I JeHo- 
« VaH change not: therefore, ye ſons of Jacob (the ſmpplant- 
« er of what was in the way of our inheriting) are not conſu- 
« med.“ ' 


(f) Matt. xxiv. 29. 
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which is a kind of death, (g) to a ſtate of light 
and purity and active hfe, under civil powers 
of his. ordinance alſo in this one world, or to 
change their own condition, And behold the 
revealed writings, manifeſted, in all the ſhine of 
evidence, to be the tables of truth, ſpread by the 
Lokp of this“ houſe-hold of faith“ in this 
wide and dreary wilderneſs of a world: where 
the knowledge of theſe DIVINE PERSONS under 
this beautifully-repreſented and ſweetly-obliging 

ſanction for man's confirmation, which, in my/- 
terious power, makes even vindictive (Y) juſtice 
the debtor of forgiveneſs and glory to its former 
eonvifts and renders it the ſtrongeſt ſecurity 
for mercy's pardon, is thus charmingly ranged 
in nature's pleaſing forms—where the diſpenſa- 
tions of purifying 7:ghteouſneſs and of quickning 
and renewing might are ſet out with cleareſt ar- 
gument and fair &conomy to ſerve with their di- 
vine fulneſs the various neceſſities of man. 

Were then the fainting frames of hungry Iſrael 
bleſſed, when “(i) at even” fleſh, winged for 
beaven, was in abundance rained from the con- 


5 O veying 


( That 53 cer (from whence 5x3 GAL is derived 
by the infertion of the Hemantie letter, and from whence 
perhaps came the Engliſh word Goat, the m around 
which conrſers run; and Gaol, which works ſuch a revolution 
in a man from liberty to bondage) is applied to the revolutions 
of the earth as well as to that we have in CunIs I to grace 
2 77 proved pag. 64, in note (c) pag. 525 (x). 

1 John i. 

(i) Ex. xvi, 12. Nails brought by the ef. uind, &. 

P/. ev. 40. 
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veying Zaſt, thick as the duſt ( and number. 
leſs as the ſand of the ſea upon the queſtioning 
complainants (1) ? or when the dew-clothed- (mj 
manna fell in the (n) night among the tents ; 
when the bread of the (o) mighty ones lay, ſmall 
and white as the hoar-fro/t (p), about their ha- 
bitation in the fruitleſs deſart, to be gathered in 
early hour, before the ſun waxed hot (q), in order 
to ſatiate their appetite ? Was the diſtreſsful band 


of David bleſſed in (r) Paran's joy leſs wild, when, 
aſter 


(+) PV lxxviii. Ts : 

(1) Ex. xvi. 3. Pf. lxxviii. 19. (m) Pſ. xvi, 14. 
Num. xi. 7. Pf. IXXviiii. 24. (n) PF. xi. 9. 

(0) P/ lxxviii. 25. UN Url fenen anni, 
meaning of the agents the e Mel Ak fu, deſcribed 
in Ixxviii. 24, eiii. 20, and called upon to bleſs the Lonp; 
whene: our tranſlators juſtly refer us in the margin to the 
latter paſſage for the underſtanding of the former. 

(p) Ex. xvi. 14. (q) v. 21. Apt figure, as in the 
other reſpetts here mentioned, ſo in this, that if left or bepe 
till the tollowing morning it bred worms and tank. v. 20, as 
CuaR1sT will be a ſavor of death unto death, 2 Cor. ii. 16. unto 
them which leave him till the morning of the reſurection; when 
they will alſo find nothing from him but © the eyorm that 
te that dieth not”. For if it is a natural vepretntation of 
things, that, in a 2 of the world, where our bodies are ſitua- 
ted and wonderfully ſupplied day by day with fleſb of focols, &c 
from heaven and white bread under the dews of the night, 
there ſhould be a like qronderſnl proviſion for the people, it is 
equally natural that they ſhould be cautianed againſt keeping 
it from day. to day, all meat by keeping decaying in like 
manner ax producing worms, &c. his is a natural idea 
of proviſion, therefore juſtly applied to ſhew the conſequen- 
ces of negleding to eat the true bread, Cuxisr, in the or- 
dinances, whilſt it is called to day, May it work conviction 
in his deſpiſers, that they may not find frum him the crm 
that dieth not, 

. - (r) In x Sam. iv. 25, we find this type, 1ſt, of the ge 


Cun is met with from the ſpiritual 7 Neger, * 
| 0079 
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after the requital of evil for his good from him, 


to whoſe ſhepherds he had been a wall by night 
and day, the pacifying handmaid bore with ac- 


cepted ſpeed the welcome food to ſatisfy and 


refreſh his foul and them thro' him: or were the 
SAIF A hauſhald 


fool, the churliſh and evil nature under the law, deſcended from 
aops, Phil. iii. 2, as this man from Caleb, of whels Satoh and 
mi niſters he, the eternal wok o had been the conſtant prozedor, 
receiving indeed evil for good; in the time of the ſhearing of the 
true lamb, CurnsT, v. 11, when he ſought by the preachers 
of peace, v. 6, in the good day of his coming, v. 8, favor of 
it, as the ſor born under the law, and would have had it re- 
fer its legal proviſion to him—:24dly, of the wrath incurred by 
this fooliſ nature under the law— zdly, of the nature of 
unis r, of “ good underſtanding and ſpiritually beautiful“, 
v. 3, which was eſponſed to the law, Rom. vii. laying a. 
burden on his own patient body and taking the fin to him- 
ſelf, v. 28, and ſupplying a preſent even a ſatisfaTion, to 
pacify him, who was bound indeed in the bunale of life with 
Gov, for this contempt, v. 29, and for them who walked at 


his feet, under the character of Abigail 5 i. e. the Fa- 
ther will make a revolution (ſuch as is followed by joy and fuch 
as the earth has on the ſun-riſe) and ſo by this coming of the 
eſponſed fleſh ſaving us, v. 34—arhly, of the beloved's pro- 
claiming his eſpouſed nature bleſſed for keeping him from 
avenzing himſelf on our houſes z and receiving the ſatisfaction 
of the true lamb, bread and blood of the vine and fruits of 
obedience, v. 18. offered by his eſpouſed nature, and accept 
ing its per ſon -s thly, of the death of the fooliſh nature un- 
der the law, as borne by imputation on Car1sT, upon the 
tender of the ſatisfafion and on our reconciliation— thly, of 
the $0N's marrying the nature, by which this ſatisfaction had 
been given, which had been eſponſed to the natere under the 
lazy and which in Cur1sT miniſters to the waſhing of the 
ſervants of the Lon b, v. 41. 

Theſe are the intereſting truths this prophetic relation 
ſpeaks—Reader, admire the wiſdom in the conſtruTion of the 
type and the love in the recording of it, and mayeſt thou 
find thos art a member of this eſpouſed church, for hom 


CazisT, the Either of mercies in his fleſh works a glorious 
revolaties 
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houſhold of the royal prophet refreſhed by ( 
Ziba's grateful preſent, when he had been 
driven, weeping as he went”, by foul 
unnatural rebellion into the wilderneſs ? 
How much happier is the proviſion we 
have in CHRIST ! Proviſion, which hee ſup- 
plies are recorded only to figure to us. What 
a miraculouſly-conveyed fleſh, whole flight was 
towards and whoſe converſe is in heaven, have 
we revealed to us by the spIRtT from the sUN 
of righteouſneſs in nature's forms, that we may 

| (i) eat 


revalation by receiving of the baptiſmal purification which 
ſhe difpenſes, by enforcing it to others and by going 
after the meſſengers of this beloved, who ſend not themſelves 
in a forwardneſs of mind, any more than David's meſſengers 
did, however inwardly difpoſed, but are fent; as his were by 
the outward call, nat of the people, but of himſelf ;, and by 
his appointment and ordinance. 

(s) Ziba, NA the orderer, as of the hoſt of heaven, 
Gen. ii. 1. in their orbs, or of an army, in its ranks, a hollow 
circle, or, &c. and as Ziba was of Mephiboſbeth's 232 
given by David, 2 Sam. xvi. 2—9. to till the land, &c. In 
the former of which paſſages we have a natural repreſentation 
of the hnman nature of Cux is v, as the great o7derer of the 
— — of faith and of his church militant, affording them, 
(when the beloved ſuffered by the ſpotleſs Son's endeavouring to 
be the advocate of the people, tho not without drawing upon 
him our guilt, See the note on Abſalom, p. 504.) (Y) a burden- 
bearer, ' ſpiritual bread and the blood of the true vine for them 
to eat and drink, as in the ſacrament, when faint in this wil- 
derneſs of a world. May we not break his order in his church, 
knowing © Gop is not the author of diſcord”, but fight 
« the good fight of faith”, obeying them who are ſet over 
us in it under him, and caſt our burden on him, who © ca- 
« reth for us”, and eat his fleſb and drink his blood, that we 
may not faint, but perſevere in well-doing and © reap n 


* dne time 
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{t) eat of it and live! How do theſe repre. 
ſenting heavens ſtill bring down about the tents 


of his church in apteſt ideas the true manna, 
like that in the wilderneſs, ſeemingly of no re- 
putation (u) and white as the (b) hght, that 
ſhined like light in our darkneſs (x) and richly 
ſufficient for our various wants, that we may 
gather (y) it as revealed in SS, under theſe n- 
tural types, in doctrine (z) diſtilling as the derw, 
and in analogous ſacramental inſtitutions, in this 
time of the riſing of the true day. ſpring upon 
us, before the ſpiritual Sun wax hot and the 
c wrath of the LamsB”” come, before the 
coming of the eternal ſabbath, when the means 
of grace ſhall be no more, and nene ean (a) 
be found, and there enjoy what we have ga- 


thered of in this our week of being, the hidden 
(5) manna 


(e) St. John vi, $8. (#) Php. ii. 7. () Mats. 
AVit. 2. (x) Job. i. 8. 

G Ex. xvi. 18. 2 Cor. viti. rs. Their gathering an 
homer L of manna for every man aptly ſhewed them the 
true manna, CHRIST, who like it ** came down from hea- 
ven, was to be received in an hama vetel, ſtrair bound 
indeed, as corn is in ſbe he , Pf. cxxix. 7— that is, as Gon 
incarnate ſuffering for every man, of whom he that gathereth 
much, has nothing over, (of gifts, fo no works of ſaperero- 
gation) and he that gathereth little has no lack (of juſtifica- 
tion, or grace to his wants) O heavenly impartial love! 
What he gives to us may we ſo auminiſter to the uſe of his 
church, that however we abornd there may, thro" our miniftra- 
tion, he an equality unto the edifying of others, For woe is 
to him that by his coveteonſneſs brings reflettions an chat 
divine bounty which made him a ſteward. 

(z) Dent, xxxit. 2. g 


(a) Rev. vi. 16. Ex. xvi. 27. 
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nana in the true temple of Goyp in the 
heavens. Surely the true beloved, Ixsus, by 
the nature he eſpouſed and with whoſe offering 
the enmity was done away, does, in theſe re- 
vealed manifeſtations of his ſatiqying grace in 
zature's characters, furniſh the hungry ſoul with 
more abundant ſupplies than thole David's 
weary troop enjoyed, or his royal houſhold had 
from Ziba's bounty, It was at theſe heaven. 
formed tables of truth the rich Few, cloath'd in 
the purple robe of CHRIST and in the fine 
linen of the righteouſneſs of the ſaints, fared 
of old time ſo ſumptuouſly every day, and 
from which the poor heathen world, which 
were witheut and full of ſores of corruption, 
had the crumbs of knowledge they were and 
are fed with. Nor leſs are they thoſe tables of 
good things, now more gloriouſly /et out with 
every ſweet completion of prophetic truth, at 
which Chriſtians more richly fare, and from 
which the rejefors of the goſpel, at leait as full 
of corruption, have more than crumbs of reli- 
gious notices from. And with what a heart 
full of holy /ub-ſion ſhould the profeſſed mem- 
bers of the Chri/tian church, now cloathed with 
the true purple garment (c) of the incarnate 
Jenovan, our JesUs, and with the fine 

linen 


(b) Ex. xvi. 24. Heb.ix. 4. Rev. ii. 17, In allufion to 
that manna of which, when they entered Canaan they laid 
up a pot full, and ſo a hidden manna to be a memorial beſore 
the Lon p. (e) St. Late xvi. 19. a. ix. 5; Ii. 10. 


Iziti. 1. Rev. vii. 14. ix. 13. 


enn 
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linen of his righteouſneſs, whoſe whiteneſs this 
light but faintly images, receive this feaſt of the 
fat (d) things of the goſpel; not to indulge an 
imperious boa//ing with the ſtiff-necked Jetus 
for the eſtabliſhment of their own righteouſneſs, 
(e) but to the praiſe of the giver ; not to live ſu- 
pine and careleſly proud in wantonneſs and riot, in 
an irreverent forgetfulneſs of the holy TRINI- 
TY, of the Redeemer and his church and of their 
duty, as its members; but to communicate to 
others at their gates, that they alſo may be filled 
with“ the fulneſs of Gop in CHRIST“, leaſt 
any of them ſhould meet with Dives's ( moſt 
tremendous and awful doom, amidſt the filence 
of heaven's wondering aſſembly, and, notwith- 
ſtanding their many valuable privileges enjoyed 
on earth, ſhould, after death, (O] how dread- 
ful, even in the mf? diſtant apprehenſion) in 
hell lift up their eyes with every remor/e to ſee 
that bl:/s of ſaints they can never ta/te of, and 
under every agzravation of the guilt of their 
oppoſition againſt the eternal woRD in his na- 


turally-repreſented truth and ſacraments (g), in 
| his 


(4) Ta. xxv. 6. (e)] Rom. x. iii. (f) Luk. xvi, 
23. 
(8 It may be profitably obſerved, that as there are only in 
the natural world means of birth into it and means of ſup- 
port in life when born, ſo, tho” in the law there were varions 
figures of the ſpiritual means in all thetr important circum- 
fances, analogous to the natural me ant, yet now, fince theſe 
are recorded to give us ideas, CxnisT has but inſtituted two 


ſa:rameutal means, Baptiſm and the Chriſtian paſſoverz the 
2 
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his body, the church, in his miniflers and fuithſur 
members on earth, For it is their everlaſting 
intereſt: and may he, who by his prophets and 
apeſtles and by the embaſſy of his ſignifying 
creatures to our ſenſes would lead us into his 
truth, make it their principal care. Nor leſs 
devoutly is it to be wiſhed that the eſpouſers 
of deiſm, who have long been fed with more 
than crumbs from theſe tables of truth, ſhould 
no more take them to ſupport a {fe of foul 


and cauſcleſs oppoſition againſt the expediency 
of that reve/atzon of wiſdom, mercy and pow- 
er, from which they derive them. For, as I 
perceive, however the ſolemn cenſures of the 
body the church, are ſuſpended, in theſe days of 
remiſsneſs, that they are excommunicate and 
without, in the efteem of CHRIST, the HEAD ; 
and full of ſpiritual ſores and corruptions, fo 
may they have ſuch a ſenſe or feeling of them, 
as to fubmit, like Lazarus, with all humility 


of mind to the application of the tongues of 
thoſe 


one, a medium of our new birth from guilt into ſpiritual He, the 
other, a medium of having his heavenly food for ſapport to us in 
this life, as correſſ onding with the tue kind of means in na- 
ture thoſe of birth into che world and thoſe of ſappert to us 
when born, And woc, woe will be to him, that ſhall receive 
the latter before the former, or neg lect the latter thro' a 
preſumption on the ſufficiency of the former; much more 
to him, that thro" falſe notions of ſpiritwality deſpiſes 
both; unwilling to receive heavenly things, as given to him 
as a man, that is, in ſins to his body and in their ſignifican- 
cy to his on For à I erſon may as wel! ſay, no man that 
is in the boay can be a (piritnal man“, 1 Cor. ii. 18. = 

| 37+! 
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thoſe teachers, Who are not (50 © dumb dogs'y 

that they alſo may be healed,; For has the faiß 
tree, that is green beſote the ſun”, and p 
eh forth its branch under the vernal breeze, 
that buds. (i) “ thro” the ſcent. of water” = 
«-brings forth its fruit in its ſeaſon”, aduan- 

tages from the : heavens abaye. the tree, whoſe 
fruit is ſhaken and whoſe roots are dried up be- 
neath, whoſe branch is cut , and whoſe 
ftack is devoured by worms ? Or does the body, 
which lives in the world, under this light's glad» 
dening Hine, inſpirited by the gale and ſuſtained 
dy the Fruits of the earth, enjoy a ſtation prefera- 
ale to the condition of thoſe bodies, which, faſt bar- 
red in the pit and clothed-with worms, have the 
grave for their houſe (ij and their bed indarkneſs? 
_ 5 P Behold 


37. Gal. iv. r.] as to ſay, © theſe are not ſpiritaal ordinan- 
40% becauſg they confiſt ay of inward grace, fo of en- 
ward and bodily Hens. 

(hb) Iſa:1vi. 10. 

(i) Jol xiv. 9. They who think the Fews knew of ne fa- 
ture ſtate or the reſurrefion of the body to it, may read their 
confutation in the word TP YI inet tr. „ For there is 
hope of à tree, if it be cul down, that it will ſprout again”. 
(PI) Becauſe under this word Fob ſays, p. 17, all the 
days of my (appointed time Narr Jena) warfare will 1 
wait, ancii my pon net irri, change, as the word 
fkigmifies, from one ſtate or condition to another that is future, 
or according to the tranſlation of the 7th ver. till my) 
SPROUTING AGAIN come, When we ſhall be changed, 1 Gor, 
xv. 51. with ſuch a change as a free has, when it rener er 
being cut down, or as hair has, when it grows again, after 
it has been cat, and as SAamson's locks (which are 
hn renetyuT) bad. 

(+) vii. 12, 13, &e. 
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Behold in theſe ſcenet, ye unconverted ſouls, 
how nature would illuſtrate the high diſtinctions 
you would poſſeſs, on being healed. by the 
great phyſician Jxsus, in the ſtead of thoſe 
eternal evil; that now threaten you. As much 
of black” guilt and ignorance, as much of ſin 
and t-mptation, as much of tribulation and an- 
guiſh and fainting of heart as await the rejecting 
of the sox, who only is light and liſe, the 
ſetters up of their own wiſdom and direction in 
their preſent impenitent ſtate, ſo much of juſt;e 
feeation, clearing away our clouds of ſm with 
more thanſu »ny luſtre and of the 1% of gle- 
rious knowledge, ſuperior to every diſcovery of 
ſenſe ; ſo much of hojineſs and liberty of ſpirit, 
ſo much of conſolation, peace and joy in the 
Holy GrosT would they poſſeſs in conſe- 
quence of their receiving the once PERSECU- 
TED JEsus, who ſees not “ any periſh for 
& (1) want of clothing, nor any poor without 
ce covering”, but warmed us with the fleece of 
the true Lamb in. himſelf.- Becauſe, after the 
earneſt of the sP1RIT of truth, holineſs and 
comfort, which, to the praiſe of Gop from our 
own experience we teſtify, is given to the re- 
ceiver of CHRIST's purification or waſhing un- 


der his fign and ſacramental ſeals; and after a 
lite 


| (1) ob. xxxi. 19. 


* 
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life of paſſive obedience (m] under every trial 
and unreſiſting ſubmſſion to his directive in- 
fluences on earth, (they tranſcendently happy 
ſpirits I) ſhould be carried, fo healed, into the 
boſom of the true Abraham, ** the Father of 
the faithful” in heaven: there deeply to appre- 
hend what unſpeakable captivity under the 
iron chariots (n) of ſinful motives they have 
eſcaped, what ceaſeleſs woe in the gulph-parted 
bell they are ſnatched from; there perfectly to 
diſcern how far, how infinitely far the obtained 
glory exceeds the Chriſtian's ſuffermgs in his 

6T a courſe 


(n) The trial of Job, i. e. the perſecuted one, in an ab- 
ſence of ourward and even inward conſolation, after ſuch 
an expreſs declaration from Goo, c. i. 1& 8, of his being ina ſtate 
of favour and acceptance with him, is a ſtanding confutation 
of thoſe, who make the feeling ſenſe of ſpiritual eonſolat on 
and a clear knowledge and aſſurance of their acceptance eſſen - 
tially neceſſary to their being in a j#ſified ſtate; and at the 
ſame t me is a powerful leſſon to believers, who have fallen into 
tribulation or ferrers, purſuing “ them as the wind,” xxx. 
15. aſter the cavale of God has ſbined won their beadt, and 
his det laid upon them, xxix. 3, 19, or who have ſnares laid in 
their way in their following Cnz15sT in his ſufferings, that they 
are to make no haſty concl«ſions againſt themſelves, but let pa- 
tience, with Job, have her perfect work; and that thea they alſo 
ſhall ſee the end of the Lox b, how very pitifal he is; his teu- 
der mercy, Jam. v. 10. and their acceptance thro' the ſacri- 
fice of CV RIS T, (who was eminently the pz2SECUTED ONE) 
manifeſted in his good time, and have their captivity under 
affliction ſo turned, as to have their latter end more bir Hed 
than their beginning, iv. 2. The church in general as a body 
may alſo read in this fignrative caſe her trial, duty, and hap- 
pY end. Nor let a man be offended at the means of pert ecting 

er or her members, when it is God's conſtitution in nature 
that things ſhould be poliſbed and ſiuiſbed by ſuffering from 
ſharp inſtruments what is to cut or file 4way and fit them to 
the purpoſes of the framer. 


( Jeſb- xvii. . 


courle to it, from « the (o deſpitefulneſs and 
* contempt of the proud“ of the earth; be- 
cauſe there fully to enjoy the conſummation of 
that myſtery of the love of the holy TRINITY, 
which the everlaſting goſpel of the 88, in na. 


ture s ſignificant: ideas, preached on (p) earth. 
For they, who, in the faith of their being be- 
loved when enemies, have obeyed CHRIST's 
voice, ſaying, Riſe up, (q) for the be- 

nefit 


(e) Pſ. exxiii. 4. 

'(p) Henee Amyra'd. in diſſert at. de myſter. Trin. p. 127, 
y ſays, & quis contendat, &. If any one ſhall contend 
« that that [nminary (the ſun) was ſo prepared by the Crea- 
« for, that it ſhould ſome ume render the doctrine of the 
« TxIN1TyY more credible to us, after it ſhould be revealed, 

46 I am not the perſon who ſhall diſpute it“. 
(4) The original text is Cant. ii. 10, Ny 17 9 
19 97 NWD -gquumr tex 0T1 jereri oer! 
Tex, bids her riſe up, as raiſed together with Cn 157, 
to which ariſing the word is applied in Bea: vi. 18, Dent. xviii. 
15. Fer. xxx. 9. Aud rex is in the Engliſh verſion left antr anſla. 
ted, which ſignifies ſhe ſhould do it for her good, as it is ren- 
deted in Job v. 27. making our duty our intereſt. The word 
nr [For ANN Ax, is the word for her as his love, 
e. Mi. 6.] is m Pc, to break bread or feed, and 
denotes her the bj ect of Cnx 1s T's care in his character of the 
ee ' ſhepherd, (Ko) E/ xxiu. Joh. x, 11, and Heb, xiii. 
To. his companion, ſuſtained in ſpiritnal life by means analo- 
Sous to hd e which keep the body alive, by eating with him 
the bread of life broken for ber, as well as drinking at his 
table in his kinydom of the church here and hereafter, Lnke 
xxii. 30: ſo plainly do they give up this, name who donor eat 
"and Wink at his table. 1xPpzT1 is of the ſame roor as 8 
"Sher is Ben. ix. and ſigniſies ber to be What be was to be, 
Vantiful, not in the beauty of our virtae, but in the 
'f#ir beauty of the Lon b, I/ xxviti. 5. full of ſuaſivene ſe, 48 
bearty is, to dra forth love, and the heir of the promiſe 
to him, So that the whole is CanisT's invitation of the 


church, as intereſted in his riſing and come line ſi, after 2 ſuf- 
ering 
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nefit of th ſeif, my (love or) conipanivn made te 
break bread and fred with me) my ſuaſwve fair one, 
(who works upon me and dwells in the fentt 
of iShem, i. e. in the true tabernacle of the 
NAME above every name,” CHRIsTH) and come 
atuuy fbr thy good they who have fear'd to 
de (7) as one that turneth aſide by the 

| flocks 


feting u worſe than winter's cold and forms from the world 
and 'rains of jnagment after every flower of hope in him be- 
gun to be marifeſt in his hitman nature to be gathered to 
ad6tn us for Gob ; when the time of the ſinging of 6108 Y to 
Gop by his heaven-winged ſpirit and the voice of the (ry 
1 un) twrtle, i. e. after the ſpiritual word of Jn $0 s;thathat been 
Here for our parifica ton, was heard in the land, bis amen 
nature, ſweetly <v00ing his church to love, Gen. xv. 9. Levit. 
i. 14 Pf. lexiv. 19. And wich what inipropriety This is 
faid to be made and therefore enforced to men as in their ng- 
tural Ttate, as wholly wncounedted with Cuz19T, as wnrecon-' 
tiled and as if ſomewhat was'to be done by them to make 
them beloved with firſt acceptance, my reader will judge for 
himſelf. It is the chnrch, his body, and confequently men 'as 
ber members, baptized into his death to partake of his re- 
ſurrection and the jwſtification by it, previous to the manifeſta- 
tion of the effects in them, Who are here addreſſed, and wo other 
erſons. 
: (r) Cant. Lat So that the Chriſtian church confiſts not of 
a flock, bur aiftini? flocks or congregations under paſtors 
depated and ordained, not by the ſheep, but by -CurrsT and 
his apoſtles and their cee with whom he left anthirity 
to act in his NAME. And ahe faithful would not be as one 
that turneth aſide from thoſe flocks, which, tho' many, are all 
one in Cur1sT Jesus, and of NW egen, atfociates, 
combined or bound or knit together, Eph. ive 4, in one 
« body and one sint, even as (they) are called in one 
« hope of their calling, under one Lond (to whom they 
«© cleave in this one body) by one faith thro" ane baptiſm to 
« the praiſe of the one (0D a4 Father of all, who 18 above 
all aud thro" all and in them all“ (as the fight in our bo- 
dies) and, who, tho' they have every ane grace according 
to the meaſure of the gitt of CuzIsTr, are all gifted for the 


eatfying 
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flocks of his aſſociates, and who have gone forth 
(like yonder ſbeep, not after ſhepherds of their 
own chuſing, but of the great ſhepherds appoin- 
ing) by the footfleps of the chriſtian Rock, and 
fed beſide the ſhepherds tents ſhall lie down in bis 
gladneſs; in ſhort, they, who, in the night of 
this world, have ſometimes ſought him, whom 
their /oul loveth, but found him not, and enqui- 
red of the watchmen (ſet by CHRIST 
or his appointed governer) with a /aw ye him 
whom my ſoul loveth, and after a little time 
found him, and have held him and would not 
Ar him go, until he had brought them into their 
mother's houſe, the church, - ſhall then have no 
more withdrawings (s) of him from them, no 
more failing of ſoul, no trying delays of anſwer 
from him, but ſhall, with-heaven's acclaim and 
Joy, be brought among the virgin daughters that 
bear his churches company (t) and enter into the 
palace of the King of Glory and into his pre- 
fence and now even as they are known. 

Thus the further I purſue my enguiries after 
true religion upon this principle of common ſenſe, 
the more clearly I ſee that Chriſtianity has 

every 


edifying of the body of Cun1sT, to grow wp into him in all 
GT 42 is the head, as a whole body fit ly joined together 
and connected in love here, in the one holy catholie and apoſ- 
tolic church, under its reſpective biſbops, as a ſweet earneſt 
of their compacted n with CIa18½7, the ep of our 
__ in glory. Reader, may then be found of this one 
v. 
- (s} i. 3, 4. (t) v. 5, 6. 
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every mark of it ; and that, ſharper than a two- 
edęed word, it pierces  thro' every aſſaulting 
objeftion. For every objection and controverſy 
is by this means brought to a point; their force 
is determined by the very analegy of things in 
nature; and their authors ſhewn to be men, 


« corrupted in (w) mind or intellect (warp 
baguires 799 1) who will not ſtand any trial con 
cerning the faith.” Of happy had it been for 
the Chri/tian world, if the ſeveral diſputes of 
them, who are of the contention (x) (as of their 
parent) and diſobedient to the truth, who, fool- 
iſhly imbibing the depths of Satan inſtead of the 
deep things of Gop, in cunning craftineſs'per- 
vert it, like them (y) that cg the dye, by ma- 
king 


(w) 2 Tim. iii. 8. ; 

(x) Rem. i, 8. Toig d 4 igthuac, a phraſe like Tu. 
I. 10, of Em Tep\Topun; they of the circumciſion, denoting that 
there would be a contention kept up, as of old time by ſons of 
Belial, i. e. without yoke”, againſt Cyr1sT and his eſta- 
bliſh'd chu; not by a fe wv, but by many unruly, refrattery men 
EVUTOTAXTO, mot ſubj ect to, nor uma under Ta; the order, 
rule, diſcipline of Cur1sT in his militant church; but who 
WYTITUAT TOTS reſiſt, i. e. are oppoſites to order,and who are 
Corres ſegregant © ſeparate from and thro' the boundaries 
and ſo Greek out of the church, Jude xix. vain-alters, 
KATHY and deceivers, PperamaTtTa mind-treaders, who 
impoſe apon ſouls with their 2 under an appearance of 
truth to ſubi ect them to their deceits, as men trampled upon 
by horſe's feet, tho? they are not themſelves ſubject, even to the 
Tx; order of Cunts r, Col. ii. 5. : 

(y) Eph. iv. 14. The means, by which falſe teachers 
delude, are ſaid to be æ , THIS 12, 29 ogeic Col. 2. 4. 
rh a — Eb, iv. 14. ru £Y5[/66 u — the . 

* Srength 
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king the word ſpeak. according to their. own 
biaſs, thro“ a verſatile, diſpoſition ſuited, to un- 
dertake every. work, or by wily way+laying 
and [uaſree applications, which let not the word 
have its fee courſe; or by. vague, erroneous and 
ſedueing conſtructians, had been and were now 
managed in this manner. Hoppy had it been 
for our church, if, hen men applied them. 
ſelveg to the refutation of particular herefees, 
whieh have grown up in all the Heruy forms 
of ſchao/ terms and entangling metaphyſics, they 
had not ſuffered the root. of a pretended natu - 
ral Fnowledge to remain, which, (being ev ima- 
ginatian continually) will ſupply vet hergſiet 
to infeſt mankind, but had laid this a of the 
analbęey of nature to the root of their corrupt 
tree, and had ſhewed that aur knowledge muſt 
come from without, from, revelation applying 
nature's ideas; and that their doctrines were 
falſe, becauſe not agreeable to ſuch ideas. 

For look we on the free in that nn 
Its branches were lopped off in the fall hy the 
wopdman and for a while it was leſs in ap- 
pearance, but th;s has only contributed to add 
to its growth and new branches ſprout from the 
remaining lock. The beats of the blowing 
chorus were cut in vain from the uplands whilſt 

the 


frrengt h of de luſion. 2 Theſſ. ii. 1 Tim. vi. 10, "eerrilsou 
an oppoſition of propoſitions to the propoktions ofGop, made by 
membets arif Ant ichriſt. 
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the root was ſuffered to continze. And the 

huſhandman does not crap the weeds in order 
to clear his ground, leſt they hould be Jouwn 
anew, but eradicates them. So would nature 
ſay, ſhould the labourers in. Gov's huſbandry” 
do to ſouls, cutting up not a particular fin, 
but the vt of all fin and unbelief. So ſhould this 
Baaſted ability to diſcern fprritual things by any 
other means than analogous repreſentation, this 
frack, from which every ſpecies of unbelief, every 
hereſy and impiety blows, be totally extirpated. 

Then would they fall with it, as braxches with 

the Hock. Becauſe, when we adopt analogy for 
the ſale means of our ſpiritual knowledge, how 
ſoon are all the objections againſt revelation 
and my/lery, which proceed upon their being 

ab/traſe or unintelligible or cantradictory, ramo- 

ved and difſepated/ We have ſeen already in 

many inſtances, as beyond all doubt we'ſhall 
with reſpec to other hereſies and ſchiſms, that 
applying this analogy to them, in order to de- 

termine whether they are or are not agreeable 

to zathre's ideas, is uſing a ſpear, which, as 

that of Uriel in Miltan was fabled to have 

done, deted?s by the toveh the moſt plauſibly 

diſguiſed error, recalls it to its real ſhape and 

preſents it with all its frightful de/ormity to the 
fight. For what is the. cauſe of all the err: 
of that falſe entbu/ia/m, as well as de;/m, which 

the devil foams out againſt the 7ruth in Cu r 

5 Q. Has 
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Has it not been men's taking, like Eve, His 
ſuggeſtion for granted, that they can have the 
ches of their mind opened, ſo as to have direct 
and immedi ate notions of God and divine 
things? Has it not been their endeavouring 
under various names to ahſtract the intellect 
from all objects of Jenſe, ſo as to work up their 
minds to an opinion and aſſurance that they 
have ſome degree of intuitive knowledge of 
them, by an immediate ſhine of inward light 
ſhewing them and ſuperſeding the uſe of the 
written word? And this, in the face of come 
mon ſenſe and of the very ideas, under which 
they think or diſcourſe of and utter this pretend- 
ed knowledge. For theſe ſhew their conceit of 
ſuch inſpiration or light to be a falſe one. Be- 
cauſe divine analogy is unverſally uſed with 
reſpect to immaterial or purely ſpiritual things 
of the other world, when we would apprehend 
them with any degree of real, true or uſeful 
knowledge. There is 10 approaching them 
but by a material medium; and inſtead of 
« ſeeing all things in Gop” as ſome have, 
not, with little impiety, fancied, we can only 
ſce Gor as repreſented in his creatures, What- 
ever perfections we aſcribe to him are all in a 
way of analogy, as wiſdom, juſtice, power, &c. 
They are not the /ame as are in ut, but [ite 
unto them which are in us. So neceſſary is this 
"analogy in our preſent circumſtances, both to 
9814 - our 
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our ſpeaking and concetving of immaterial things. 


For even the me exalted: contemplations are no 


other than a ftronger and clearer ſight of Gon 
in the typical medium, For we properly cone 


template and meditate on Gop and have our 


minds lifted up to him, when we make inferen- 
ces concerning ſpiritual things from the natural 
things Gon has made to repreſent them, and 
when by the one we aſcend to the other : and 


the more our conceptions correſpond with theſe 


figures, the more we have of truth and of true 


devotion and true holineſs. But may it not be, 
objected that this is reſolving all religion 


into mere figure and alluſion; and ſtrengthening 
the hands of Socinus inſtead of refuting him? 
It may. But the anſtwer to this is alſo at hand 


and ſupplied by nature. For does the peaſant, 


who ſays, he knows nothing of England's capi- 
tal but by its picture, make London nothing but 


a picture? Stranger as he is to ſcholaſtic rea · 


ſoning, would he not reply, that ſaying “ he 
* new it by the picture“ is owning the exiftence 
of the original? And Sociniantſm furniſhes us, in 
the expreſſians it uſes, with a weapon to deſtroy 
it, For all true figure preſuppoſes ſome- 
what figured and conſequently ſomewhat really 
like unto it. And againſt this we may further 
obſerve, that figure is not, as it is now com- 
monly thought to be, a mere ornament of ſpeech; 
but that it is the very nature of ſpeech to be 


5 Q 2 Fu- 


Whence i follows that, if figuratne' ſpeech 
gives no true and wal deſcription, there never 
was one and never will be one on earth. And 
it is alſo a regular Conſequence, that a man 
may as ju/tly argus againſt the reality of a city 
from the neeeſſary nature of a deſoripezon, that 
figures it to him, who never ſaw it; as argue, 
with Socinians, againſt the reality. of the re- 
demption, atonement, ranſom, price, &c. be- 
cauſe the methed' and manner of our falvation 
(as from the very nature of things it muſt be) 
expreſſed in ideas, taken from ſimilar redemp-» 
tions in the /y/fem of nature. For ſcriptural 
are not uſed to expreſs what otherwiſe 
might be town, as the figures called meta- 
phors, which men often. uſe in unnatural com- 
poſitions without propriety ; but they are moſt 
wiſely applied, as being as. wiſely adapted by the 
eternal woRD- at the creation, to repreſent that 
ſpreiiual. economy- which man could not other- 
wiſe have any ideas or ſimilitudes of. Reaſon- 
ing therefore from analigy does not, with the 
abſurd argument of Socinus, dſtroy but preſup- 
peſes and is built upon the reality of the ſyſtem 


of grace and of its correſpondency with the 


ceconomy of Gow in nature; with which we 
ſee it thus manifeſtiy aceords. 


And 
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And thus 88, which the church holds forth 
to us, appears, not barely on her teſtimony, 
but by its own nature and evidence to be, 
what it has been denied to be, a light. For 
what is light ? Is it not the heavenly medium, 
by which the owtward man has images of things 
preſented to him? But the ſcriptural revelation 
is a lile medium, giving ideas or images of ſpiri- 
tual things to the intuard man, in order to its 
having a /ight of them. Therefore the SS 
is, in its very nature, as much a light, as the 
fun- beam is: tho? indeed not to be ſeen, any 
more than this other is, by him, who Hue 
his eyes againſt it. So that, however we at 
firſt receive this light in the church, as light in 
a candlefiick, yet behold we now find it to be 
a light, not becauſe the church holds it forth 
as ſuch, but on the convidion the SS, which it 
holds forth, works in us, that it is, in its own 
nature, a light to our feet. And let any part 
of the, viſible church be as corrupt as it may, it 
is impoſible for the 88 to ceaſe to be a light; 
even to diſcover, as a candle, the ſpots and de- 
fedts or ſchiſms in the candle/tick which halds it. 
Such fatisfaftory evidence have we in this 
analogous medium of 88 to ſupport our faith, 
to invigorate our hope and to ſtir up every 
church to a careful avoidance of corruptions, if 
ſhe would not have her ſhame expoſed by the 
very light which ſhe holds forth. 


Nor 


lb [ 854 ]- 

Nor is this all. There is, my ſoul; an effect 
behind, ftill more intereſling and arlighiſul, 
and to which all - the whole counſel of Gop”, 
this created ſyſtem in which we live, this light 
of the fun and the heavenly light of revela. 
tion and every miracle-wrought to ſupport it 
and every giſt diſpenſed to propagate it do all 
tend, as lines to one common center. For ſeeſt 
thou the end for which the creatures are won. 
droufly ranged in nature, the orbs of proper 
fe and at proper diftances, with proper veloci- 
ties in theſe heavens: for which the ſucceſſive 
ſeaſons are adjuſted according to the neceſſities 
of the climates and of the ſeveral ſpecies of 
beings'in each? Is it to produce that beautiful 
order, which was called, on this account, the 
mic of the ſpheres, that uninterrupted concord 
we fee in nature's peaceful ſcenes ? Then na- 
ture, with her concert ſound, which“ goeth thro? 
« All lands”, repreſents that the ſeveral more in- 
tereſting ſcenes in the piritual ſyſtem, tho? 
manifold, are yet moſt lovingly adapted for the 
efabliſhment of a lite, but a more exalted 
harmony and unanimity in the movements of the 
whole; in ſhort, that what we pray for may 
take place, that Gop's will (z) may be done 
an earth, as it is in the heavens, Fair ambaſſador of 
the © peace, which paſſeth (i. e. ſurpaſſeth) 

| * all 


(x) Mart. vi. 10- 
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d all underſtanding”, to the church - what 
an engaging picture does ſhe give us of the 
ſweet union and concord that reigns in the 
real members of the body of the true Unzter, = 
Jesus CHRIST (a), and to which all the mi- * 
raculous (b) gifts of Gab were, and his ordinary = 
gifts (in this diſtinguiſhable from all pretended 
ones) always are ſubſervient For if ſhe, in | 
the three orders of her luminaries, which diſpenſe 


the material light in the great dioceſe (c) of the 1m 
world, in the ſun, planets and lars evinces wa 
the propriety of the three ſpiritual orders or 1 


ranks in every church, conſtructed after the 
pattern (4) of heavenly things; as of high-prizft, 
prieſts and deacon Levites under the lau, ſo of 
biſhop, prieſls and deacons under the goſpel, to 
adminiſter /p:ritual light ; not ſet by men, 
any 

(a) Eph. ii. 16. (b) 1 Cor. xii. 17, 28. 
(e) From the Greek word 944x104 (compounded of A 


and of 04xn0%G, a habitation or inhabited place, from di ts 
to dw/ll or inhabit in an 044% houſe whole participle 2x24: 9 
0 | 

| 


is aſc4 to denote the habitable world) which fignifies the 
adminiſtration or government or province, in which the . 
0304x1TIG adminiſtrator or builder np reſides and rules, 0 
(4) Heb. ix. 23. And it the tabernacle or worldly ſanc. 
tuary, which was built “ after the pattern of the heavenly 
« chings in the world, was a fgure of ©* the good things to 
« come*, i. e. of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, then it Follows 
that the SS refer us to the building of the heavens and the 
miniſtring lights therein for our ide of the Chriſtian bu laing 
or church and its miniſters, which arc lights in the world, 
and that I am juſtific1 in theſe deduRions. So that they 
who diſſi nt from this eſtabliſhment have not only SS ant the 
church mniverſal, but the viſible order of mwatzre againſt #1 
them. O that they would confider it and be reconciled in the” | | '| 
truth under this glorious int ration of the Pirit ! 
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any more than theſe, but conſecrate by Gop; 
the no leſs powerfully demonſtrates, by the bodies 
that receive their influence and grow up to hea- 
den, the gentleneſs, with which patient fouls 
ſubmit to the glorzous doctrine of © the word 
4 of life”, held forth by them, and grow up in 
all things (e) fitly joined together in one body 
unto Gob. For tho' there be a diverſity () 
of adminiſtrations, gifts and operations in the 
natural world, yet I fee them all ſerving to 
eſtabliſh and ſupport the order in nature; 
there is no planet running eccentric from its 
preſcribed courſe; no flar, once fixed by the 
Creator, wildly wandermg from its flation ; 
in ſhort, 6 creature giſted by him to difſolue 
the harmony of heaven with foul diſcordance. 
So pleaſingly does ſhe cypher out the peace and 
concord there is in the heavenly-framed (g) houſe 
and church of CHRIST, in every wncorrupt part 
of it on earth, and in the ſeveral powers and 


members of each individual. And how defrra- 
ble 


(e) Eph. ii. 21. ouragumnoyuping (f) 2 Cor. xii. 4- 

ge —fo the church is called, 1 Tim. iii. 15, as in 
Hebrew TMA nir, that we may have an idea of the order and 
miniſtration in the one from that which is in this other, in an 
earthy Fonſe ; and might fear to be ax04%06 * evithout 
this horſe, or by hereſies and ſthiſms to difturb the peace of 
it—The Hebrew word )J xent is applied alſo to the build 
ing of the heavens, to a hone and CurisT's church: and the 
Greek zanagrifeuai, und er which St. Poul! recommends is 
10 the Corinthians, 1 Ep. i. 10, to be perfedtly joined toge- 
ther, that there be no jchi/ms, is the very word uſed Heb. xi. 
2, for the framing of the worlds and ad-pting of every part. 
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ble even in the very proſpect is this harmony 
of mevement ! as much more deſirable than 


contentious ſeparations, than heterodoxy of prin- 
ciple and impurity of practice which incurs 
excommunications, as the preſent order in nature 
is more profitable and delightful than the claſh 
of elements ; as meek- eyed peace with all her 
luring tram of benefits is more eligible than 
fierce commotion or deſolating war. O heaven- 
like unity / what greater bounty could be dif. 
penſed to the divided nations of the earth than 
thee : ſweetly reducing with the cords of love 
and mildly fuaſive wiſdom minds widely ec- 
centric and alienated, thro a foul variety of 
wicked works and ſentiments, from each other 
into a harmeny of faith and conformity of life, to 
a heaven begun on earth. And who ſhall pro- 
duce thee ? ſhall man ? ſhall fleſh, which is not 
only an enemy (for ſuch a one may be recon- 
ciled) but () enmity againſt Gor, and which 
knows not © the way of peace”? No. Reaſon- 
ing from nature tells us, thatas well might the 
creatures be ſuppoſed to have brought themſelves 
out of their original confuſion ; that harmony in 
the ſpiritual ſyſtem, like that in nature, is of 
Gop; that its peace is and muſt be from the 
Gop (i) of peace. And what nature recom- 
mends in her fair order and what is thus plea- 

5 R ſing 


(h) Rem. viii. 7. (1) xv. 33. 
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ling to every thinking mind in the very proſpect 
Gop's revelation of himſelf by analogy in the 
ſcriptural ſyſtem is calculated to ereate. For 
he, that has taken care in the natural ſyſtem to 
provide for the harmony and order of the whole, 
has not made the harmony of his church leſs 
his care, but has given it this ether mark which 
diſtinguiſbes it from all falſe religion, For as in 
agreement with his ceconomy in nature he has 
given his church, like this world and every thing 
in it, an e/fabliſhed form, to ſtand for ever 
and to be perfected in glory, ſo has he adapted 
this revelation for the maintenance of its unity 
and peace in truth and love, For behold, as 
men muſt have a revelation to inform them. 
and as Gop has given this in nature's ideas, fo 
it is as impoſſible they ſhould have different. 
ideas of his conomy, who humbly take them 
from this repreſenting nature, as applied in SS, 
as it is for men to differ about the exiſtence of 
an object, which they /ce in the ſame light. 
They may have a weaker or ſtronger ſight, but 
fee it they will. And having the ſame glorious 
objects of faith, the ſame holy virtues and the 
fame engaging end, the prize of our high 
(4) ** calling in CHRIST Jesus” in view, 
with what ſweet coincidence and harmony would 


they move with this faith and in the exerciſe of . 
theſe 


(+) Phil, ni. 14. 
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theſe graces to enſure their election to this one 
end. The harmony of theſe heavens would fall 
ſhort of theirs, and be, but what it was made 
to be, a figure of it. O Gop of patience (/) 
and conſolation, . who thus eminently ſhewe/? 
thyſelf both,“ the (m) author of peace and 
& lover of concord” in all thy works, making 
them by the miniſiry of che light to da thy 
pleaſure in theſe heavens, mercifully vouchſafe 
us ſo to receive the word of reconciliation by 
thy miniſtry: and the one faith and ſpirit it 
diſpenſes, that we alſo having put away wrath 
and clamor, may ſo move with ſameneſs of mind 
with CHRIST in thy church, and ſo do thy will 
on earth, as it is done in theſe heavens, that we, 
reconciled in one body, may be perfected with 
it to praiſe thee with all the /ymphony of angels 
and ſaints, as partners in one life in thy &ing« 


dom, where never-ending peace ſhall be (n) ex- 


tended to us, as a river, from thee, divine Uni- 


ty, its overflowing fauntain, through Jesus 


Car1sT our Mediator and Advacate. 

For can there be hearts which can refuſe 
thus to pour out themſelves in the faith of this 
naturally-repreſented truth in CHRIS, ſur- 
rounded with ſuch univerſal evidence and fraught 
with ſuch peaceful tendency? I ſay univerſal 
evidence. For can a perſon have, in this life, 

12 1 what 


(!) Rom. xv. 8. (m) 2d Colle of Morning Pray - 
er. (% Ji. xvi. 2. 
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what would bear à further teſtimony to beget 


fuch faith in him ? Would a miracle reclaim 
him? The Gop of truth, who framed the 
ſpirit of man, and of courſe can alone aſcer- 
tain the ſucceſs of his own axconomy, has ſo- 
lemnly determined it would be ineffefuat with 
the rejeclort of the law (o) and the prophets , 
whence it is clear it would be much more fo 
with the deſpiſer of the goſpel, which is the 
completion of both. So that CyrIST did only 
denounce the fad and certain conſequence of un- 
belief, when he ſaid, He (y)] that believeth not 
ſhall or wil! be damned, it is impoſſible for the 
neglectors of fuch great ſalvation to eſcape. For 
let us put al? theſe things together, which we 
have feen true from the analogy of nature and 
agreeable to matter of fact.. that man of him- 
felf knows nothing of religious truths, of Gop 
or his duty here or of his future deſtination, not of 
language, which is the vehicle of ideas to the 
ul, and fo not of reaſon to work upon them, 
or of writing to record them 2. that never- 
theleſs theſe things are in the world, which 
abundantly evince, that there has been a reve- 
lation to diſcover them; as a pidture, however 
defaced, proves that a painter has drawn on the 
canvas— 3. that ſuch a revelation to be under- 
food muſt give us ideas of Gop, of the 

foul 


(e) Lak. xvi. 31. (p) Mar. xvi. 16. 
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foul and its operations and virtues from ſenſible 
things and their operations and virtues—4. that 
the world muſt therefore have been framed to 
yield ſuch ideas or ſimilitudes — 5. that the re- 
ligion muſt be of Gop which correſponds with 
thoſe ideas 6. that accordingly Chri/tianity 
(revealed in ſo many (g) prophetic characters 
and actions, words and events, which could 
only be foreſeen by ommſcience and be brought 
about by omni potence to furniſh repreſentations or 
repeated deſcriptions of ſpiritual characters and 
actions and events; promulged at ſo many dif- 
ferent times by ſo many different perſons, ma- 
king ſuch a ſeries of public miracles to con- 
firm their mifſten ; accompliſhed fo circum- 
ſtantially and punQually according to every 
tittle of theſe manifold repreſentations in cha- 
radters, things and actions, and to the numerous 
predictions; and containing, in both the predic- 
trons and accompliſhment, an ꝙconomy moſt wiſe- 
ly, moſt graciouſly and moſt powerfully adapted 
to the evident neceſſities of the creatures, in or- 
der to their enjoyment of eternal life) does, 
when thoroughly examined into and confidered, 


give 


(q) Denſingins ſpeaking of this amazing contrivance ma- 
nifeſt in 22 — ceconomy, with the higheſt reaſon 
thus expoſtulates, * Who will not grant the ant her of fach 
a prophetic hiſtory not only by omniſtience to have fre- 
„% ſeen, but by ommipotence ſo to have ordered things prefont, 
« as to make them correſpond with things future and to pre- 
« figure and ſignify the ToXuToiiney Sh 75 Ors, 
« Eph. ui, 10,” Fol, I. pag. 17. 
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give us no other ideas than what are taken 
from the ſcheme of nature, and therefore does 
in every reſpect moſt exactly correſpond with 
the conomy of Gop in nature—7. that every 
ebjettion urged againſt the one lays equally 
azainft the other, and of courſe carries folly 
and preſumption on the face of it, and that eve- 
ry proef, drawn from the ane that it is of divine 
original, is equally a rom of the divine autho- 
rity of this ether—and /a/tly that, as the /y/lem 
of nature and the conſtitution of man are at pre- 
ſent, no other revelation, which we could have 
ideas of, could be given to us; no other gaſpel 
be preached from heaven to be ander oed, let 
us, I ſay, put all theſe things together, and how 
clear is it that he, who could perſuade himſelf 
that all this evidence addreſſed to his en 
was a &lufron, would think on the ſame prin- 
ctple every ingle teſtimony to be ſuch, which 
brought the lie doctrine, and that he would 
nat be perſuaded, tho one ſhoutd riſe from the dead, 
who. had ſeen theſe diſpenſations, and ſhould 
preach them to him, Becauſe he muit pe 
of them in the ſame language and give the 
fame ideas to be underſtood (r). Upon the 
whole 


fr) Hence ve ſee the ground of St. Pari ſaying, To 
ey or an angel from heaven preach any other goſpel than that 
hich we have preachea wnto you, let him be accurſcd, Gal. 
*. ®, 9, and that, when he was caught up into the third hea- 
Ten, he beard unſpeakatle words, eich it is not pullible for 
4 Dian fo unter, 2 Cor. xii. 4. 
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whole therefore I plainly perceive that to be 
(s) ſhaken from the mind, that is in CHS, 
and ſuperciliouſly to pronounce the Chriſtian Tyl- 
tem i falſe or ſuſpicions, after having ſeen that, 
as the world has its order, fo this has its perfect 
harmony and correſpondenty with the /j/lem of 
nature, in order to demonſtrate the due wiſe 
dom and beneficence of their common author, is 
a powerful argument, that ſuch a man has not 
the diſpoſition previouſly neceſſary to the em- 
bracing of truth, namely (t) the live of the 
truth; that he brings on himſelf the juſt pumniſh- 
ment annexed in the very nature of things to 
ſuch diſaſfection and devolving on fuch as have 
been (u) well-pleaſed in unrighteoiiſueſs, in the 
very reverſe of the character of God (x}, 
well pleaſed in CHRIST, the truth; and, in 
ſhort, that he throws himſelf beyond the reach 
of every evidence into all the (y) energy of in- 
working © of deluſion, thus ſent to him, per- 
verſely to believe the complicated lie of anti- 
chriſtianity. 

What ſtrong obligations are we then under 
to avoid that h:gh-mindedneſs, which aſpires to 


come directly at Gob and divine things without 
humbly 


(s) cahαν⁰. a0 TY 2905» 2 Thefſ. i Il, 2. le) v. 0. 


(u] xii. ud ECT £» Ti Gia, 

(x) Matt. xiii. 17. This is my beloved Sox in whom 
eulen 1 am (or have been) well pleaſed. Joh. xiv. 5. 4 
am the Turn. 


(y) Le. ii. 11. 


A 
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humbly attending to and purſuing the divinely- 
appointed way which leads thither, if we would 
not chuſe to fall into this deluſion and into 
every corrupt affection and practice] For well 
may he fall into the ditches around the fields 
and by the way, who lifts his eyes up in the 
heavens and does not direct them to watch his 


| fleps in that narrow path, Mayeſt thou be 


cautious therefore, ſubje as thou ſhouldſt be, 
of ſetting up any power to rule in thy con- 
ſcience, which now paſſes under the name of 
moral rectitude, as diſtinct from the goſpel rule 
of CHRIS, as thy king, Mayeſt thou beware of 
affecting ſome ability to teach thyſelf, which 
now paſſes under the name of natural know- 
ledge, as di/{in# from the firſt revelation and 
teaching of CHR1sT, as thy prophet. Since it 
not only ſpoils the ſoul of this amazingly ſtrong 
te/limony, but is a crime equal to that of ſetting 
up a righteouſneſs or ſatisfying merit in thyſelf in 
oppoſition to the righteouſneſs and ſatisfaction 
of CHRIsT, as thy prieſt, For behold the 
ſame ſcripture, that holds him forth for our 
righteouſneſs, declares him Gop only wiſe, our 
wiſdom and our king. And we have ſeen na- 
ture and matter of fact, throughout miniſtring 
to the illuſtration of his truth, maintains his 
claims. Conſequently to ſerve him as prophet, 
as a Þr12/?, and as a king, and to diſclaim all infor- 

mation 
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mation or guidance (z) by a natural knowledge 
of right and wrong and of the ſoul's immortaiity 
thro” the falſe light of deiſm or enthuſiaſm, inde- 
pendently of revealed ſpiritual in/lrufion and 
rule, is the only reaſonable ſervice ; founded 
on reaſon, according to nature's repreſentations. 

But tho” zhis canſequence is true, (a) ground- 
ed upon the very nature of things and conſſitution 
of man, and the experience and confeſſed inabi- 
lity of all ages, it is not eaſily received by man. 
The pride, that is ſo faſtened in every heart 
by nature, recoils at it as its abhorrence. 


Reaſon and conſcience, by men's not attending 
to what they have received to make them operate, 


have been thought to be ſe/f-moving, indepen- 
dent powers ; and to part with this preſumed 
5 8 privi- 


(z) So truly does Grotins ſay, De veritat. Chriſtian. relig- 
J. iti. e xii, © that to affirm any thing more for certain, 
« than what is delivered in holy SS, either concerning Gop 
« or his will, by the ſole guidance of hwman rea ſon, is moſt 
©« wnſafe and fallible”. So judiciouſly does Cymberland fay, 
Origin. dnignt , 451, they came from the ſons of 
= Nabu, and Clarke, val. II. prop. 7. affirm (tho' there 
was . occaſion for the limiting expreſſion, a'moſt) all 
te things, that are ſaid wiſely and trxly by modern gerſts, are 
„ plainly borrotmed from that revelation, which they refuſe 
„to embrace, and without which they could never have 
« been able to have ſaid the ſame things” 

(a) For abundant proofs of this I ſhall refer my reader to 
the preface and to Dr. Ellis's treatiſe, who ſhews this ſo 
ſtrongly, that I think a perſon muſt /5»t his eyes not io ſee 
that man never was able, and never, till of late, did affirm, 
«© he was able of himſelf to diſcover Goy's will, che ſoul's im- 
© mortality, future rewards and puniſhments, right and 
« wrong" ; which have been ſo notoriquſly miſtaken tor each 
other by hnman reaſoning. Becauſe I contine myſelf to 
ſhew ſiech conceit is contrary to nature. 
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- Privilege is no eaſy ſurrender : it is as difficult, 
as it is for men to give up their own ſuppoſed 
merits and ſubmit to CHRIST, as their righteouſ= 


neſs; or as it is to cede the rule of their own hearts 
and bow to CHRIST's government. And me- 
thinks 1 hear the complaint repeated with all 
its bitterneſs, *© that this is denying the uſe of what 
b is rightly called the noble faculty of reaſon, diſ- 
& ſolving all abligations, &c.” juſt as ſome have 
urged, that to exclude man's works, even his 


* graces from juſtifying, is to deny the neceſſity 


© of them unto ſan#ification”. But theſe medita- 
tions have ſuggeſted nothing of this fort, They 
ſhew, that as there can be n9 obligations on a 
man under an invincible ignorance of laws, 
ſo revelation promulging them is the ſource of 
all obligatiim., And they tend to prove that 
reaſon in religion is ſo neceſſary, that without it 
men de, and that for want of it unbelievers, 
who would think themſelves its great advocates, 
have run into madneſs and a falſe enthuſiaſm : as 


it is nothing uncommon for them that boaſt 


moſt to poſſeſs leaſt, But they ſhew we ſhould 
give, and lead us to give reaſon its proper office. 
And they declare and aſcertain its uſe in mat- 
ters of religion, which * one of the ornaments of 
this kingdom wiſhed to be done ; clearly 
evincing that the proper w/e and office of reaſon 
is not that of a fountain, but of a channel, 
originally like dry /and, that receives of the 
| A depths 


* Bacon, 


vb = 
* 
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depths of the wiſdom of Go that of a brane, 
thro' which the /ap runs, not of the root that 
ſupplies it; not the foundation, but the Alone 
built on it ; the receiving member, not the di- 
recting head; the obedient ſubjectꝭ, not the dic- 
tating legiſſator; the apprehending eye, which 
is one thing, that /ces the fitneſs of things and 
rules of life, as of human laws; not the /ght, 
which is another thing, that reveals or finds 
them out, any more than the ſubject does the 
laws of earthy kingdoms, And it evinces that 
they, who do etherw:/e and in a metaphyſical 
cobweb of deluſive terms ſpin out ſome opinion 
of an eternal fitneſs in things, (b) antecedent not 
only to their creation in time, but to the will of 
God; they, who b of ſome happy fate of /elf- 
ſufficiency,wherein a ſet of independents, of unaſ- 


5S2 ſiſted 


(b) So Abp. 0 ſpeaks. But Bp. Barler changes the 
eternal relations and very juſtly makes the will of Goo 
prior to them; and the noble Puffendorf after ſhewing that 
% nothing can bind the obſervance of a command but the 
« ſryreme authority”, ſays that © we cannot conceive any 


c. Ui. F. XX. that ſetiing aſide all la the motions and ac- 
tions of men are in reality perfectly inaifferent: and till 
«© REASON 1$ INFORMED with the knowledge of ſuch law 
« it is as impoſſible for it to diſcover any morality in human 
„actions, as for a man born blind to — 4 a jndgment of the 
« Jifin7zons of colours. Therefore ſuch ſentiments, ©* that 
« the precepts of the law are of eternal truth, &c. muſt be ſo 
« limized and reſtrained, that the eternity may extend No 
«© FARTHER than the impoſition or initnution of Gop Al- 
mighty and the origin of mankind. Thus expreſly does 
this eminent lazyyer, in this place, make both the knowledpe 
of the moral law and the aifftin#tons between right and 
wrong to depend on reve/ation ; and the velations to have 
commenced at the creation of man, 


— All. 14 = 8 Ex 
= a... R 


90 .. or wnfiineſt in actions prior to ſuch lau“, Lib. ii. 
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fiſted minds deduced their duties, fears and hopes 
from it, (tho' they can bring (c) n proof when 
or where it exiſted) and who aſſign to reaſon 
or nature any power, that makes the /ou! a 
fountain, root, foundation and head of knowledge 
to itſelf, its own light and its own legiſlator 
and ruler, do moſt glaringly contradi#t not only 
hiſtory and matter of fact, but alſo reaſon and 
nature. It fairly proves that they ſet up a claim 
which e herſelf renounces all pretenſions to; 
that therefore they are /o far without reaſon, ſo 
far enemies to nature: and that all diſcourſe 
of this kind, whatever lucid intervals or parts 
there may be in it, when they talk of other ſub- 
jets muſt be mad extravagance and wanton 

rant, 


(e) Dr. Ellis obſerves, „Such great and glorious things 
« have been ſpoken by Harne men of this bleſſed fare, when 
« reaſon was a goſpe! and nature a ſufficient guide to final hap- 
« pineſs, when men had perfect knowledge, untainted inno- 
© cence and right notions of Gor, knew his voice and were 
«@ fo intimate, that one might almoſt ſay they had a perſonal 
% acquaintance with him“. And he adds, Now, if there 
« be any thing more than a dream in all this, let them vouch. 
« ſafe to rel! and likewiſe prove chen and where this charm. 
ing ſcene was exhibited; whether in Egypt or Greece; in 
% Huiſon's Bay or in the mountains of the moon, and diſpute 
« is at an end”, 'This requeſt is but reaſonable, For if 
there is or ever was ſich a ſtate, then it is in vain for us to 
deny a matter of fatt. But if there is not ſuch a ftate and never 
was one, wherein men hal not traditions, to inform them, what 
are all the fine things ſpoken of it but high encomiums be- 
Kowed on a non-entity ; what but a dreſſed up romance of an 
Imaginary creature With fancied qualifications, to draw men 
off from the love of divinely-revealed wiſdom in the roſpel 
ſtate, from which all truth comes, into a falſe view of em- 

ſelves and their mies and into a proud felf-love and a fat 


 miſapprehenſion of the creature for light, which the apoſtle, 


1 
on the evideuce of natire, calls darkneſs ? 
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rant, For, if diſcourſe is not according; to the 


nature of things, what ſhould we do but di- 
veſt it of abuſed reaſon's name, and call it 


madneſs ? 

And yet how mamfe/? has it been, in a ſo- 
ber view of things, that perſons who ſo much 
contend for the ability of reaſon to make theſe 
diſcoveries, do all along falfly preſuppoſe that 
they are of themſelves maſters of the words or 
language, by which the ideas, wherewith they 
carry on the operations of the mind, are convey- 
ed: as if the farmer, who has the ſeed given him, 
ſhould overlook thts and ſay the “ corn was the 
work of his hand”. Becauſe the courſe of na- 


ture and experience jointly (d) tefiify that men 
without communicated ſeeds of knowledge are 
without language. And yet that without In- 
guagr they are without the reaſon, theught and 
knowledge neceſſary to form a language. And 
it is juſtly (5) obſerved to be © as abſurd to 

40 ſay, 


(4) See the Examination of Dr. Midaleton's remarks on 
the Biſhop of London's diſcourſes on prophecy, where this ar- 
gument was firſt urged from language, as a proof that revels. 
tion is the medinm by which we become rational creatures. 
And I have the pleaſure to find Dr. Whitby aſſert the inabili- 
cy of man to form a language, Vol. II. Ser. II. p. 28. Biſhop 
Williams in Boyle's Le. nay Mr. Wollafton forced to own it, 
p. 122, and fince theſe, Dr. Ellis and others eftabliſh ir— 
which is indeed the only notion we ſhould adopt, who believe 
the SS that ſays, P/. xciv. Gop teacheth man knowleage, 
and would ſtill perfed us to glory by the hraring of the word 
of faith, not by pretended deduttions of reaſon. 

(e) Dr, Ellis's Enquiry, * Whence cometh wiſdom?” p. 14. 
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« ſay, that a man without reaſon could create 
& language for the inſirument of reaſon, as to 
« ſay. that he could create a world for himſelf, 
& before he had a being” ; to be as abſurd to ſay, 
c the mind could teem with induction, before 
& they were induced, as to ſay, theſe fields 
& could teem with yellow ears before they were 
& /awwn”. So that man in this highly-recommended 
ſtate of nature would be ſpeechleſs and ignorant, 
and language muſt have been previouſly taught 
before he could reaſon, even upon given princi- 
ples, or make the lea inference. And conſe- 
quently revelation, to the excluſion of deiſtic 
pretence, is truly inferred to be © the ff 
principle of all true knowledge and the means 
« whereby the Creator intended man ſhould 
% become a rational and religious creature”, 

It has appeared too, in the ſecondplace,thattheſe 
words or ſounds muſt have been uſed for marks 
of ideas, And what were lite to unſeen things, 
from whence man might take his ideas in order 
to affix them to the words, it was impoſſible for 
him to have known. Therefore we have ſeen 
farther, that as it is allowed by men in every age 
to be the courſe of Gop in nature, that know- 
ledge ſhall be derived to us by the channel of 
the ſenſes, ſo it is equally agreeable to the na- 
ture of things and to all reaſoning from it, as 
well as to the declared ſentiments of thoſe who 

| have 


| &.- do HE 
have been had in high honour (J) by the learned 
world, 


(f) "Paffendorf's teſtimony we have already cited. To 
this I may add Dr. Clarke's, who fays, that among © the 
<« things not ſeen by ſenſe are the being of a Gop and the re- 
«© wards of the life to come“, Ser, I. p. 1. © that man by na- 
ture is under an impoſſibility of knowing the will of Gon and 
« wnavoidably ignorant of it“, Boyle's Left. part zd and in his 
Catech. p. 14. grants“ that the commandments were origi- 
« nally Se by Gov”, Dr. Taylor, Duck. Dub. J. ii. c. 
i. ſays, „nature cannot make a law. Mr. Locke declares, 
b. ii. . 28. the divine law is the only true touchſtone, 
even of moral rectitude, fince by comparing their actions to 
** that it is that men jade of other moſt confiderable' moral 
*« good or evil.” Again— What daty is cannot be known 
without law, and by referring their actions to the divine 
* law men judge whether they are duties or fins, ib. 97. 
which made Plate, in Parmenio, p. 134. ſay, © what 1s 


tt beautiful and good is &yvw5ov wnknown”. He ſays, & viii. 


« all duties were not reaſoned out.” Bp. Batler affirms © Re. 
&« ligion muſt have entered the world by revelation”, Then 
not by reaſon or nature. | 

* 1 eternal rewards and puniſhments,” ſays Camberland 
de leg. patriarch, p. 497. natural law knows nothing of 
te them. Cajetan ſays, © I believe the foul's immortality, 
© but I do not know it”; and Grotias de veritat. chriſtian. 
relig. I i. F. 32. as well as Dr. Whithy on the attributes, 
vol. II. p. 69, 93, and Clarke in Boyle's Led Hon 2; prop. 4, 
abundantly evince the heathens had theſe things by tra- 
tion. See alſo the notes in the preface and Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 
b. 1,13, who ſays, the heathens thus received their little 
knowledge of divine things. For what we know of Gov, of 
our ſox, of laws, of good or evil or futurity now is not the 
queſtion, nor any evidence of natural ability. The queſtion is how 
come we to know them, or they from whom we had this kunst- 
ledge ? Becauſe if a man will review his — they will be 
found to have come by revelation or tradition of it 
ally __ on compariſon by ſtates, &c. upon better inſorms- 
tion, &c. And after ſuch teſtimonies againſ a natural 
knowledge of theſe things, how ſhall we not wonder that 
any of theſe authors ſhould contend for it, in contradichion to 
themſelves and nature and matter of fact! Happy were it for 
men, if they would make the illuſtrious Bacon's ſentiments 
theirs. It is written, ſays he, the heavens declare the glo- 
* ry of Gov,” bur we never find it written, the heavens 


« declare 


it, tho? occaſfion- 
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world, to ſay that ſpiritual things, ſuch as the 
exiſtence and will of God, the immortality of 
the ſoul, a future ſtate of retribution and the 
required conformity of man and his obligations 
to the divine will, as to the /atute-law or rule 
of our ſuperior, being inuiſible, they cannot 
from their very nature be known, any more 
than the nds of earthy rulers, by us, ſubjedts, 
without a revelation or proclamation of the Gop 
of theſe heavens, of this great ſuperior and king, 
concerning hi will and our obligations in ideas 
taken from the ſenſes and in words conveying 
ſuch ideas, or by a tradition of this revelation 
in ſuch language, delivered either by word of 
mouth or in writing, as their /e fountain and 
root, as their foundation and head, With 
ſo much propriety and correſpondency with 
the nature of things does SS thus ſpeak 
of the law, (as it does of all other things) : 
„ Where no (g) LAW is there is 70 TRANS- 
* 'GRESSTON. SIN is not imputed where there 
* is n LAW—Wwithout the Law in is DEAD”. 
With fo much truth does the ape/ile ſay, ** (4) 1 
had not KNOW N fi but by the LAw, nor 
* % except the LAw had SA1D thou ſhalt 


* Not covet—By the LAw is the KNOWLEDGE 
« of 


4 geclaze the WII E of Gop. Religion as well moral as 
«© myſtical 2 on divine revelation.” Advancement and 


Proficiency, &c, p. 469, 470. 45 
(e. Au. iv. 15——v, 13.— vii. 8, (I) v. 7. ii. 20. 


. 

te of six“. And with ſo much fitneſs do we 
find it evident in the revealed ſyſtem that the 
laws men were and are to obey were not of 
their diſcovering, but of God's giving and re- 
ceived from his (e mouth; as, in this ſyſ- 
tem, the laws which every ſubject is to obey 
are not the devices (d) of his own will or 
mind, but the /tatutes of his ſovereign. 

Then, 3dly, it has with egual evidence 
appeared that ſcripture language and biftory 
have been ſtrangely miſunder/tood by men who 
conſider not what language muſt be, in order to 
inſtruct the ſoul, and therefore are inattentiue to 
its ſpiritual meaning and decry it: that the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem is the revelation of the only true 
Go, of his love and our nature and of our du- 
ties, fears and hopes, wherein this only wiſe 

1 :& * Gon 


(c) Ex. xxiv. 12. Pf. xxxvii. qr. —\xxviii. 5. I. iz. 3. 


Matt. ii. 7. Fob xxii. 22. Fer, xxxi. 33. So David made 
no boaſt of a natural knowledge of his duty or of his own 
moral confeionſneſt, but humbly confeſſes ignorant was I, 
« even as a brate before thee”, and ſays over — over, Teach 
«> me thy ſtatatet, Pf, exix. thy judgments and ro do thy 
« will”, cxliit. 10. adding, © thy law or teaching is within 
cc my heart,” xl. 8. 

(4) For if perſons were to aſcribe their &1nowledze of the 
laws of an earthy government, as they do that of God's gc- 
nomy, to their great penetration and inward diſcernment of the 
rulers mind — not to the publication of che laws, would they 
not contradi& matter of fact? And were they to boaſt they 
were not bound by them, but by ſueh opinions of their own de- 
vice and by the firneſs of things, i. e. as it appeared to them, 
in other words, by what they thought fit, a lirile reflection 
would /bew them, that they were calling rebellion and ons 
much greater than there can be committed againſt earthy 
rulers, becauſe againſt the moſt High, by the much abuſed 
name of reeſon, as well as deſtreying the very idea of [aw 
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cc Go p our Savio, demonſtrably uſes 24. 
ture s ideas, without a reference to which it 
would not, and, as we are, could not have been 
intelligible, and ſuch characters as are natural, 
exiſting in a variety of perſons, things and actiont, 
to fienify his correſpondent œconomy in his 
church. Therefore methinks to ſay, “ that 
4 in the exalting of the revealed law of Gop, 
cc as the origin of all human (a) laws” (which 
are ever the better in proportion as they ap- 
proach nearer the divine purity) and as the 
ſource of every obligation and ſubjection in the 
creature, is diflolving all human laws and moral 
obligation, is as abſurd and inconſitent, as it 
would be for me to ſay, ©* that the ſupporting 
e of this earth is the diſſolution of the houſes 
& that are built upon, and of the trees that are 
& rooted in it; or that taking care that yonder 
% fir be well rooted in the ground is cutting off 
« and deſtroying its ſeveral branches”. Be- 
cauſe if, according to the natural ideas of 
things, there cannot be any thing dependent, 
which has not ſomewhat external to depend on; 
any thing ſubject or under, which has not ſome- 
what without, which is ſuperior and above it 

if 


(a) Paſfendorf ſays, © the chief heads of the natur al law 
cc were expreſly delivered by Gop Almighty to the firſt 
« mortals, and from them communicated to others by cuſtom 
and inſtitution". Dingenes Laertius, p. 99, ſays, * Arche- 
„lau, Socrates's maſter, taught that things were juſt and 


« 21j:/t not by natare, but by law", 


8751 

if there cannot be an obligation where there is 
no law (b) without to oblige, any more than the 
fheaf in the field can be bound without the wheat- 
en band; and laſtly, if revelation is the only origi- 
nal means of knowing the law or will of the only 
true and TRIUNE God, in every relation, then 
all, that is called moral dependency, hangs up- 
on, and all right ſubjection has its riſe from, 
and all human obligations in every relation are 
branches of the one great obligation, which Gop, 
this high and holy (c) obliger, (who is our right» 
ful ſuperior, and has alone originally the pow- 
er, which others only have derwvatively from 
him, to enforce it with fe and death) ſub- 
Jedts us to or lays us under, to act according to 
his publiſhed laws in every relation of krng, ſub- 
ject, paſlor, people, huſband, wife, father, mo- 
ther, child, maſter, ſervant, friend, &c. And 
however men have aflerted in theory that 
4 virtue is its own reward”, (which is a pro- 
poſition contrary to every natural idea of re- 
4-2: ward) 

(6b) Bp. Taylor fays, * As Gop created man a free-· gem 

© no one had right or power to fetter his liberty but the Lon 
g of nature, which he ſuperinduced by giving of a revelation 
© of what he required; nor could this have the force of a 
a till fignificed to man after the manner af men, i. e. by 
diſcourſe and communication, by ſomething that tang he him 

and obliged him“. See Duc. Pabis. J. ii. c. i. 

(e) If a man owns Gov in this character of an obliper, all 
diſpute about the gronnd or foundation of moral obligation, 
which ſome men would place e{ſewhere, is at an end; for ob 


ligation can only, in the nature of things, ariſe from the c- 
ger, and not in any fort from the party obliged. 
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ward) yet a melancholy experience proves that, 
in practice, where this obligation to God's will, 
enforced by his ſolemn ſandtians of everlaſting 
happineſs or miſery, is not attended to and 
decays in our apprehenſions, the 18, however 
enjoined and recommended, ſoon - /o/e their 
force with men and give way to intereft, &c, 
as the branches of the trees in that wood will 
loſe their verdure, ſap and fertility, when lopt 
off by the waodman from their parent root. It 
being as rational to expect fruit from theſe, as 
duty from them, in theſe circumſtances, or that 
the ſeveral parts of the creation ſhould preſerve 
their relations one to another, if the preſent 
univerſal bond of nature, that binds each part 
to its proper office, (what the heathen called 
the æterna fœdera) was diſſolved. So much 
is all human ſubjection and what is called mo- 
ral dependency and obligation ſuſtained by the main- 
tenance of revelation, as what they are dependent 
en, and as what they are ſubject and obliged 
to, as the branches are ſuſtained by the ſup- 
port of the root. And ſo clearly do thoſe per- 
ſons act the ſame part to every branch of vir- 
tue, Which the woodman acts to the boughs 
when he cuts them off from the tree, who, un- 
der the pretence of advancing their growth, 
detach theini from their dependence on their one 
common ect, the revelation of the Almighty 


Gop, who is our LAWGIVER ( d); and without 


which 
* I: xXXxiii. 22, 
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which the nations have (e) not the K£NaW- 
© LEDGE of his judgements”. 


Again, in the exaltation of the wisDom of 


CurisT, (by which he ſpread out theſe hea- 
vent) in the advancement of his revealed under- 
ſtanding, (by and after which he eſtabliſbed this 
earth, and which is the 9 excellent reaſon) 
as the original fountain of all knowledge and 
reaſoning to man, thro' the channels of oral, 
hieroglyphic or written tradition, the uſe and 
exerciſe of the diſtinguiſhing faculties of reaſon, 
which are ſtrangely imagined to be ſuperſeded 
by a total ſabmiſſian of the ſoul to be informed by 
this divine revelation, are ſo far from being 
denied and ſuperſeded, that they are aſſerted 
throughout this engaging and ſatisfactory view 
of things. Reaſon is ſupported upon the evi» 
dence of nature againſt the pretences of an 


evil fancy, which, as amongſt the heathen of 


old, ſo now amongſt many, whoſe pride lays a 
claim to what the heathens never boaſted, to a 
native light within them, does, under the ſpe» 
cidus pretence of freedom of thaught, betray 
the mind into the moſt abject ſlauery, to con- 
tradictions to the experience and the common 
ſenſe of things, to truth and holineſs. The 
principles upon which reaſon proceeds are fairly 
laid open and itſelf ſhewn to be only then rigbt- 
ly exerciſed and diſcharging its office, when it 
is, like a channel, not banked up againſt, but re- 

ceiving 
(e) Pl. exlvii. 20. 
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ceiving and conveying the fireams of ſcience, as 
received from the well-fpring of revealed 
truth; when it is acting the part of a branch 
and receiving the ſap and ſuccours of knowledge 
and grace from the heavenly root ; when it is 
building itſelf up, as a lively ſtone, on this holy 
foundation; when it is ſubmitting, like an obe- 
dient member, to the directions of its celeſtial 
head ; when it is like an eye, exerciſed in the 
contemplation of things, under the divine /:ght, 
that is, when it is in every reſpect ſanctified to 
receive the revelation of CHRIST, as its only 
prophet, and is looking up thro' the natural 
ideas, which this revelation applies, to HIM, the 
beginning and end of both, 

For I perceive from this economy of Gop 
that the »/e of reaſon is neither to be ſet up, 
with the atheiſt, as ſuffictent to all the purpoſes 
of religion, nor to be totally rejected with the 
deluded viſionary, but to be fully enjoyed and 
maintained without any prejudice to Chriſtianity, 
on the one hand, and to be exerciſed, without 
any abridgment of the real faculties of the n- 
derflanding, on the other. I ſee SS, on nature's 
evidence, repreſent it to have a province in ſpi- 
ritual things ; and this a very ſpacious and gene- 
ral one, like that of the eye in tempora/ things: 
but that, in thit province, large as it zs, it is, 
like the eye, a dependent on outward light, and 


has Icundt, beyond which it cannot go or move 
without 
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withont immediately wandering, either, with the 
heat hen, amidſt their horrid (f) opinions concern- 
ing Gop, providence, virtue and vice, and into 
the impious principles and infamous practices of 
»nfidelity, or into the unnatural Hereſies and un- 
juſtifiable pretences of falſe enthuſiaſm. To find 
out divine truths, the very firſt principles of re- 
ligion, ſuch as that Gop is and will reward 
« and puniſh, &c“. without a divine light, or to 
create to itſelf images or notions of them, a pri- 
ori or at all, is not its province,” any more than 
it is the province of the eye to diſcover natural 
things without the Iight of the world, or to 
create to itſelf images of theſe viſible things. Its 
office is firſt to callect the ideas given from 
Gop by the ſenſes, and of courſe to receive 
the light of revelation, applying them to ſpiritual 
things, and then to transfer the ideas of the 
one to the other in a way of analogy, in order 
to the apprehenſion of divine truth, as revealed 
by the divine /ight in thoſe ideas. Becauſe it 
is ſo clearly with the higheſt reaſon we believe 
a revelation of things, we cannot otherwiſe have 
known ; a revelation, which has all the evidence 
it poſſibly can have, not only competent ** and 
ce undoubted witneſſes, (g) prophecy, miracles, 
& hiſtory, univerſal tradition, the acknowledgment 
of all ages, and the nature of the things deli- 

« yered” ; 


(f) Knowwledpe of divine things, &c. Pag. 
2 Biſhop * L Paſt, Let:. 1. P. 13. 
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& vers”; but is moreover gie to us in theſe 
ideas, by which we can only be informed, that 
he, who dentes it to be reaſonable ſo to do, muſt 
deny the very nature of reaſon, the very confti- 
fution of man, who can only be thus rann. 
And, in this reſpect, the office of reaſon is alſo 
emilar to that of the eye, which is to receive 
and collef? the images of erfible objects, firſt 
manifeſt in the light of this world; images, 
Which i? does not make, but which G o » 
forms. Which ſhews how falſely infidelity in- 
ſinuates that to embrace revelation is to give 
up our reaſon ; becauſe it is, in fa, nothing 4% 
than ſaying that to receive the light is to give 
de up and ſurrender our eyes”. For it is as 
impoſſible for reaſon to create a ſingle object 
more than revelation diſcovers of divine things, 
as it is for my zye to crrate a ſingle object more 
than is manifeſted by the ligbt in the world, 
Therefore Gop vouchſafeth ** to deſcend to 
* the (a) weakneſs of ur capacity, ſo expreſ- 
&« ſing and unfolding his myſleries as they may 
& beft be comprehended by us and inoculating as 
& jt were his revelations upon the conceptions” 
and notions we have from ſenſe, aid ſo ap- 
« plying his inſþrrations to open our under- 
ec ffanding, as the form of the key is fitted to 

f «© the 


(a) Bacon's Advancement, &c. p. 170, 171, 282 & al. 
(b) Not of reaſon. Becauſe this is ſuppoſing reaſon to be 
exerted without the materials or means necelliiry to fer it at 


work. 


9 
3 
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ce the ward of the b. 

And as no injury or violence, but ne- 
ceſſary aids. are thus given to regſon, in 
order to its exerciſe, and as it is its office 
to receive this revelation of Go p in theſe 
ideas, ſo in the ſecond place it is the office” of 
reaſon, when thus enlightened with theſe. di- 
vinely-revealed ideas of the glorious object of 
its faith, of its duties and of the coercive ſanc- 
tions, with which the great Obliger, who has 
abſolute power of life and death, enforces them, 
and when thus furniſhed with the primary pro- 
poſitions or placita (a) of Gop, to make de- 
ductions concerning the nature of any ſenti- 
ment or practice, by examining (b) their agree- 

5 U ment 


(4a) Advancement and Proficiency, b. 471. 

Nor holdeth this in religi alone, but alſo in other ſeien - 
ces of a greater and ſmaller nature, namely, where the prima- 
ry propolitions are placita, not poſita; becauſe in theſe alſo 
the w/e of reaſon cannot be abſolute, And he inſtances in 

ames, as cheſſe or the like, where the laws of play are 'mete- 
iy poſitive and ad placitum. Ag lizewiſe in haman law, 
wherein there be many maxims (as they ſtile them) "that is, 
mere placita juris, which come not into diſceptation 

(b) The ſame noble author from this twofold uſe of reaſon 
thus exprefles himſelf, * To my underſtanding it would be 
« -a wholeſome and very profitable courſe, if there were a ſober 
and diligent tractate compiled, which, as a kind of divine 
« dialectique, might give direftions concerning the trae 
« limits and mje of reaſon in matters divine. Which would 
„be a kind of ,op:ate medicine, not only to quiet and lay a- 
© ſleep the vanity of airy ſpeculations, wherewith the ſchools 
« ſometime labour, but likewiſe not à little to calm and miti- 
« gate the, furics and rage of controverſies, which raiſe ſide- 
ins and faTions in the c/nrch, A treatiſe of this nature 
Le fetdown as deficiont and term it SoyrnON, or the right 
** ule of hum an reafon in matters divine" How tar this work, 
tho" executed in another manner, anſwers theſe tnds and 

| | contributes 
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ment or 'diſagreement with the revealed word, 
and to infer relations, diftinfions, herefies, &c. 
Juſt as it is alſo a-ſecond office of the eye, when 
it has light and objects ſet before it in this Light, 
to compare and examine them and deduce their 
differences, &c. ſo as to enable us to aſcertain 
the truth or falſehood of the accounts, which 
others give of things. But in both illations the 
operation of the mind is dependent on principles 
firſt given and admitted, and not diſcovered or 
alterable by the reaſon which inferreth the con- 
ſequent propoſitions, So that whilſt the latter 
heathens, with many modern followers, and the 
Mabemetans have embraced two extremes, (the 
ove having no conſtant belief or principles to 
reaſon from, and ſo running into manifold er- 
ror ; the other forbidding all diſputation or rea- 
"ſoning upon their principles, in order to ſecure 
their impoſture from detection; and ſo both abu- 
ing reaſon) we have the golden mediocrity, upon 
this evidence of nature, held forth to us in the 
holy Obriſtian faith, which can never be 
enough magnified for this excellency amongſt 
the reſt. For, in the revealed ſyſtem, as in 
this, the uſe of reaſon or diſputation is both 
admitted and rejected according to due bounds. 
It 


contributes to peace, my reader mult judge. The propoſitions 
laid down and upon which theſe meditations proceed, are very 
pain and to be eakly colleFed by my reader: as reaſon is very 
ſiraple and not deſigned to be confined to ſchoolr, but to be ex- 
erciſed in common by all people, 


1 

i t is admitted upon divifiely- revealed principles 
firſt given and recttbed without diſputation, as 
in other ſciences. But it is rejected, when it 
would ſenſeleſsly uſurp the place of faith and 
affect, finite as it is, to fee 1nvi/ibles without 
outward light and, notwithſtanding the vaſt 
chaſm 'between them, to apprehend infinites 
without the revelation of him who“ putteth (e 
« wiſdom in the inward parts“ (d). "Therefore 
if the ſoul is only then conducted by reaſon, 
only then performing a reaſonable ſervice, when 
it is exerciſing its intellectual faculties under 
theſe limitations; when being convinced, ac- 
cording to the maxim (a) of 88, that “ that 

5 U 2 ( know- 


(e) Bacon, p. 471 and 472. 

(4) Fob. xxxvili. 36. ; 

(a) 1 Cor. xv. 46. And it is remarkable how all things 
in Chriſtianity and nature are ordered according to this axiom. 
The natural body was formed before the ſoul, Gen. i. 2, 7.— 
the typic diſpenſation of the lat was before the goſpel miniſ- 
tration of the ſpirit—the natural and earthy Adam was mani- 
feſt before the quickening ſpirit, CurisT, the ſetond man, 
x Cor. xv. 47. the viſible and natural world is before our te- 
moval to the world of ſpirits. And tho* Lord Bacon, p. 474, 
has inadvertently ſaid, that © to ſeek divinity in philoſophy 
& is as if you would ſeek the living amongſt the dead”; yet this 
is only true of hwman imiginations, philoſophy falſely ſ talled. 
For it is cleat that the Lon would have life manifeſted in the 
midſt of our death; that he, whois alive for evermiore, was 

mongſt the dead; that Gov was found in — z perfeft 
ſoirie in our material vifible nature, conſequently, divinity in 
the natural ſimilitude or image in Calis r, infomnch that 
there is no coming to the fraition of Gop but by this media - 
tion, any more than to the knowledge of him but by natural 
ideas or ſimilitudes. So wonderfully has Gop conneed 4i- 
vine things and natural things, divinity and true philoſiphy— 
And on the other hand, where ſhould we look for a perfeft 
covery 


„ (knowledge) is not ol which is ſpiritual, 
but that which is natural, and aſterward (by 
this medium) that which is ſpiritua!“, it is 
ſubmitting to the revealing word concerning Gop 
and itſelf, and concerning its duties and its hopes 
-deſcribed in nature's ideas; when it is 4nferring 
on compariſon and by argument conſequent upon 
theſe principles, relations of things, diſtinctions 
of truth and error, of right and wrong, ſay, 
my foul, whence ariſe the malignant ſugge/tions, 
ſo contrary to nature and to the avowed ſenti- 
ments of even many conſiderable (b) advocates 
for reaſon, that to receive CH RISx, the ſpiri- 
tual sud, our adorable maker (c), as the puri- 
rifier of our ſpirits from the darkneſs of igno- 
rance, as well as from the blackneſs of guilt, as 
the fountain of all ſpiritual under/ianding and 
tight, whether immediately delivered to men or 
"derived by rational induction or inference, is to 
" diveſt us of the noble endowment of reaſon and 
to 


diſeevery of natzre, but where divinity reveals itſelf ? For 
there will ever be as much 4 erence —.— this account 
and human conceits,. as there is between the ſpotleſs nature and 
the perfect image in CirIsT JESUS born of Gop and a man 
conceived in fin and ſhapen in <u:chedneſs, ** 
{b). See Locke Haman Underſtanding, l. iv. c. xviii. Sed. 
x. p. 421 
{In Fob xxxv. 10. Eliba calls this perſon, under the 
name of II > Avr, i. e. He who became © interpoſed 
©« between Go and us and took the ſolemn, interpoſing of 
juſtice to the change of his own eunditionꝰ, (that we might be 
reconciled and have the zaT@\ayn, atonement or change, 
from being convis to be a pardoned people) M 051, my 
maker : after whom tew indeed enquire, See the Evi- 
gence of Chriſtianity, &. by the Rev. Mr. Moody. 


\ LY _- 
to rob us of this high and: dilioguiſhed prove 
viledge; of out ſpecies ?,., Surely it can come 
from no aher ſpirit, than that apeſlate, who, has 
ſince the fall ſo frequently, aſſumed the charac- 
ter of an angel ligbt to catch the UNWArY,, io 
ſucceſsfully; employed the bait of opening 
mens cy“ and making them wiſe by other 
means than thoſe of Go D's appointment : : 
from no other ſpirit than that Hing one, which, 
ever invidious of the exaltation of Ixsus, ab. 
ſurdly inſinuates, under the ſpecious form of 
à pious reformi/t and a promoter of holineſs and 
aſſimilation to Gon, that to re/# ſolely on the 

: glorious inve/titure of the suN of, righteouſneſs 
for our clearance, as ſealed to us in baptiſm, 
(a) in order to our having grace unto preciaus 
faith and to our being gquickened by the SPIRIT, 
there given, to newneſs . of life, is to degrade: 
good works, to prevent the produce or ripening 
of the fruits of the $PIRIT and to de rey the 
. neceſſity. of a virtuous life. in the Chriſſian un- 
der this grace. Nor is it any better grounded 
nor more agreeable to our ideas of things tha 
a man's -a//ertion would be, that to hold the 
ſun to be the only original fountain of the ma- 
e 
(a) For fo few are raiſcd to newneſs of life, becauſe ſo few 
believe their burial with Custer by bartiſm into his death, 
that, being dead quit /i him, they may, by this ſeemingly weak 
means, receive and abide in the ow er of his reſarrechiꝶ and 
live unto Gord, CuarIsST in d inſirmity and ſeraddfing 
clothes is yet by few acknowtedzeu and  fong hs for, the* the 
far of the word direfts us thither for him, 
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terial hight which the Yoo a however tranſ: 
mitted, is to digrade the and deftroy i its ex- 


erciſe. Becauſe if to affirm the eye is in its 
proper office, when it is ſeeing by this world's 
light, is agreeable to the courſe of nature, it is 
clearly as much ſo and as agreeable to every 
natural idea of the office of an ce to ſay, that 
the apprebending power of reaſon, the eye of the 
mind is alſo then employed according to its ori- 
ginal deſtination, when it is ſeeing by the re 
vealed light. 

So that I'find with what vaſt propriety the 
SS propoſe ** The fear of the Lord is wi/- 
4 dom(a)—is the beginning of wiſdom— the be- 
« inning of knowledge—the very im/tru#ton of 
« wiſdom” —and declares the knowledre of the 
holy wnder/landing and that they (5) only 
have a good under flanding that do his com- 
mandments. I perceive to attend to thoſe 
precepts, thro which David (c) ſaid he got 
wnderfianding, is our wiſdom and our under- 
ſtanding, as Gon once declared it 1/rael's (d), 
and that it is really true . there is no underſtand- 
* ing (e) againſt the Loxoꝰ . And equally 
clear itis, that it is not without the ffronge/t evi- 
dence that the goſpel is ſaid to be revealed 
that we may have (/) wiſdem in the knowledge 


of 


(a) P/ exi. 10. Prov. ix. 10.—i. 7. — v. 33. — ix. 10. 
(ib) Pf. cxi. 10. c) cxix, 104- (4) Dent, iv. 6. 
(e Prov, xxi. 30. Eph. i. 17, 
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of CarisT, and that they, who put on the 


new man, are (g) renewed in knowledge, i. e. 
reclaimed to a proper exerciſe of their faculties, 
and, on the other hand, that the ſcripture moſt 
aptly uſes the words wicked and fooliſb (b) 
and unreaſonable men for terms of equivalent 
meaning, and afſerts (i) it is the fooli/hneſs of 
man, his miſapplication of his talents pervert- 
eth his way”. This then being /o, how ſtrong- 
ly does the heavy charge retort upon them 
who ſet up their reaſon and nature as a felf- 
ſeeing, ſelfeteaching and ſelf-ruling power, that 
ſuch, beſides their abridging the extenſive be- 
nefits derived from God's word, that ** giveth 
„ under/tanding (&) to the heart” and wiſdom to 
the wiſe,are inverting the uſe of the noble faculties | 
of the mind, are exerciſing powers, thus mani- 
feſtly fallen from Weir firſt diſpoſition and- 
ſtate, and by the perver/ſeneſs of inclination 
wherewith human (a) nature is bent to oppoſe 
the revelation of Gop, (however evidently ſet 
forth in this moſt rational manner) are wreſ?- 
ing it to ſee, without outward light and to aſ- 
ſume an office it is no way qualified for. 
Nor when I conſider that Gop gave man 
a revealed light, and purpoſely made our rea- 


ſoning faculties only to receive what this light 
ſhould 


(gs) Col. iii. 10. (hb) P, ii. 3. Rom. i, 22, Ge. 

(% Prov, xix. 3. (+) Fob xxxvmt 3. 

(a) This is confeſſed by Lord 1 who is himſelf 
a glaring example of it, Characteriſt. Vol. | 
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ſhould, ew them, as, be made the eye to ſee 
e natural objects "i in this world's light, can 'F 
at all wonder that men's objections againſt. the 
propriety or neceſſity of ſuch revelation ſhould 
bear ſo much abſurdity in the face of them, or 
that they, who withdraw their faculties from 
being exerciſed in the humble apprehen/ion and 
receiving of the things ſet before them by it, 
ſhould appear ſo evidently to be perverting the 
original deſign. of it and uſing force to diſtort 
it, Becauſe, ſince the (a) perſact intelligent 
PERSONS have fitted the frame of nature for 
to give ideas of the Chriſtian c οοẽ]qu and rea- 
fon for ns other end than to receive his @cono- 
my delivered in $$ under thoſe ideas to us, 
(who ©. cannot (C) find out the Almighty”) it is 
eaſily ſeen. that they can never be contrary, 
but muſt be agreeable to each. other, as a 
means to an end, and of courſe that a man who 
ſeeks to ſeparate nature (c) from revelation or 
reaſon from $8, or, what is the ſame, to di/- 
tinguiſh 

05 5b. xxxvĩi. 16. OY Din rein porn, 
455 K. Mr. my s account of the myſtery of godli- 
„ as #rreconcileable to reaſon and indefinſible upon” the 
pine les of, reaſon, is evidently a miſrepreſentation ot it; and 
an =} concefſion of th:s ſort. haſty and wmnjuſtifiable, how- 
ever inadvertently made by well-diſzoſed perfuns. For, tho 
Gov is not obliged io give © any account of his matters“, 
yet M her given, ſhall not bis wiſcom be jeſified : and his 


Derag When tricd, not 53 ta the moſt inquititive ander- 
fencing pare works ? es : they fear no inal, 
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tineniſb the Chriſtian faith from a reaſonable 
ſervice, or a rcaſonable ſervice from the Ghrijtian 
faith, ſeeks to deſtroy both. 

Be ſuch ſuggeſtions then retorted back by 
the hield of our faith and may we ever imbibe the 
fireams of ſaving wiſdom from the holy fountarn 
of revelation, For whilſt I cait my eye on 
the pond in yonder field, where it /agnates and 
grows foul and filthy for want of a communi- 
cation with ſome running ſtream, I behold na- 
ture ſtill further ſignifying her idea of the fouler 
ſtate of that ſoul, where the living waters of 
knowledge and grace, derived from the divine 
fountain by the channel of nature's zdeas, flow 
not; and her demonſtration that where this com- 
munication is not kept open, and where the word 
thus applying nature has not its proper and free 
courſe, that men's notices, like ſtagnate water, cor- 


rupt, as they did in the heathen world, and, as they 


de in the wilder heatheniſm of modern deiſm, 


ſend forth all the ofen/rvene/s and filth of abo- 


minable infidelity and idol/atrous pollution; and 


theſe ſpiritual fiſh int, becauſe there is no water. 
J. I. 2. And of courſe, however men deny 
the water of ſcience to have once flowed from 
the mouth of the eternal wok, that was pierced 
to be a fountain to them, and unnaturally op- 
poſe their corruptions of it, as a purer kind, 
under the name of moral ſenſe, &c. I am con- 
ſtrained to /ing to this WEIL of ſalvation, 
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which (a) the princes and nobles digged, that 
this #nowledge of his love may be extended to 
us, as out of a river, and, to the praiſe of his 
abundant grace, flow through ws to others ; leſt 
our under/landing ſhould be, as fagnate waters un- 
ſupplied wil! in the end be; as the knowledge of 
the heathens was, and as we are told the waters 
of this heavenly ſtream (b) hall be in many 
channels, dried up ; and leſt we at the laſt in vain 
call for a drop of the refreſhing mercy they are 
full of. For when nature, with ſuch a variety of 
evidence, atteſts, as we exerciſe ourſelves in the 
works of Gop's hands, the declaration of 
Moſes, „ that ſoul, which will not hear this 
&« Prophet, ſhall be cut of”, how ſhould I dare 
to gainſay theſe capital truths, ** that the natu- 
« ral (c) man KNOWETH NOT the things of 
*© GonD— 


(a) Num. xxi. 1 2 18. Where we have a natural type or 
* of Cuaisr, © the fountam of Jacob the 
evell © f ſalvation, —which i is deep indeed for love, and was 
like the earth, pierced by the people to become this cell. 

( Rev. Xvi. 12. 

8 x Cor, ii. I4. The words 1 e are thought 
only to import that men immerged in carnal and ſchſwal 
luſts cannot do it, as if ſome men by nature were not ſuch and 
coal do it. But, beſides that this is begginy the queſtion, 
(which we have ſhewed cannot be 1 according to the 
natural ideas of things, ſee Vol. © P. 70 &c.) the 88 uſe 
another word for carnal, namely, Taprints. And uu 
is from on anima, ſignifying man as an animated frame, 
without information from wrwvuc the sy1n1T, For it is the 
word uſed for the body, that is ſown 0wjua Jin a natural 
body, x Cor. xv. 44. previouſly to its being quickened by the 
'FPIRTT ang to its being made Wa TIL KATINY a * 

body; 
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« Go p that NO MAN 4noweth the F ATHER. 
& but the Son and they to whom the SON ſhall 
&« REVEAL bim (d]; that the world by tuiſdam 
« net not Gop; that thro' FaiTH we un- 
C derſtand the worlds were framed ; that by 
« the LAw is the knowledee of fin; that 
© ETERNAL LIFE is the gift of Gop thro 
© IEsUS Car1sT, &c”. and conſequently, that 
all notices of this kind have flowed from his di- 
vine teaching. Becauſe to do this ſtands re- 
corded in the book of nature, as well as in the 
book of Gob, for a treaſon of as high a na- 
ture, as refuſing the luſtre- giving righteouſneſs 
of CaRrI1sT's prieſthood or his moſt ſalutary 
government, as our king : far more heinous than 
rejecting the light of the ſun to ſee by; its 
luſtre to give the face its complexion and beauty, 
and the flowers and bloſſoms their variety of 
matchleſs tine ts; or its beaming influence, under 

5 X 2 whoſe 


body z to which ir is oppoſed. Being therefore here applied to 
the whole man, it denotes him with all the faculties which 
he has by nature or is born with; that is, the natural man, as 
Ewpc vxuroy does the natural body 3 even the whole nature 
of the firſs Adam, in oppoſition to the Ia Adam, © the 
« quickening ſpirit”. And Gop ſays, this man who, has his 
ideas from ſenſe, in this body of feſt, cannot know the things 
of God, unleſs Trsyparinuc, ſpiritnaily, i. e. by a ſpiritual 
mode of diſcovery, by the revelation of the r Ir, given 
in ideas to his oxtward ſenſe ; which we bave before proy 
agreeable to the courſe of things in natare and to our daily 
experience. : 
(4) Matt. xi. 27. | | 

(e) 1 Cor. i. 21: ſo have no natural knowledge of Gov, 

Heb. xi, 3. Rem. iii. 20,vi. 23. 


[ 892 } 


whoſe direction the animal fluids move in the 


Should I then chuſe to incur ſuch capital 
guilt, when it is for this, Europe ſo lately trem- 
bled under the earthquake to ſhake the coldly 
affected churches from their ſumbers; when it 
is for this, waſting deſolation like a cloud, (a) 
now covers her ravaged fields ? For © Gop ex- 
6 cellent in prwer and in judgment and abundant 
&« in juſtification, (b) doth not willingly affii?”. 
No: tis to maintain his own cauſe, the cauſe 
of his truth (c). He will be exalted in the earth, 
he will have his truth magnified,and makeitfpring 
from amidſt earthy oppoſition, as this tree 
from the ground, before the face of all nations, 
And art thou happy, my country, that the glit- 
tering ſword has not yet obtained its direful 
commiſſion (a) to go thro' thy borders, to ra- 
vage theſe fields, to conſume thy flocks and to 
deſtroy thy l/abours ? Thou art, if knowing 
& the time of thy viſitation”, ſolemn repen- 
tance deeply worketh in thy breaſt to turn thee 
to Gop, to incline thine ear to his wiſdom in 
his church, thine heart to the potuer of his 
grace—But if, regardleſs of the rad, thou hold- 
eſt faſt tny /in, bound to it, as with a cart rope, 
in all its Arength, how may we not fear for 
theſe lands that they, tho' like Eden (5), will 

be 


(a) Exth. Xxxviii. 9. (6b) Job. xxvii, 23. (c) Pf 
Izxxy. 1. (a) Exekt. xiv. 17. (% Joel ii. 3. 
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be made a wilderneſs, that CarrsT will 
ſbarpen his ſword againſt us, as he did againſt 
the Jews; that he will teach thoſe by, 
judgments who will not be taught by bis word 
of peace and make them ceaſe from being a pe- 
ple For Babylon's diſtruction awaiteth that 
nation or city which with Babylon offends, andof 
which it may be faid, as it was of Babylon, Tt) 
Thy wispou and KNOWLEDGE, it hath 
« perverted thee”. 

For can it be expected that they Thould proſ- 
per, who tranſgreſs the commandment of the 
Lord and, under a ſhew of wiſdom, reverſe 
the very order of things; who a# in direct 
repugnance to the end for which nature was 
framed and SS applying nature was given, and 
ſo in oppoſition to CHRIST, as working by 
both with men ?— Before this will be, the ey- 
ſhall ſucceed in making proper diſirn#tons 
between things without /ight, and the field 
ſhall teem with corn without being forun; the 
flowers ſhall grow into beauty without the Jan, 
and theſe ſheep ſhall thrive without paſture. Or 
can it be imagined that CHr1sT ſhould direct 
the counſels and acts of that people to a ſuc- 
ceſiful iſſue, who are indeed a backſliding peo- 
ple and ſet up another direction againſt r 
Before this will be, the faithful Shepherd ſhall pro- 
tect the prowling foe to his flock and the xilſul 

huſbandman 


(e) If. xlvii. 10. 
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huſdandmaz ſhall encourage the weeds in thoſe 
grounds; the provident farmer ſhall add fuel 
to the fire which is ready to conſume his houſe, 
and the prudent ſovereign ſupport the traitors 
againſt his perſon? Nor is this all, The eye 
of faith has an awful view of that terrible ven- 
geance which 1s prepared for them that obey net 
the goſpel when the Lord Ixsus ſhall be re- 
vealed, And under this convifion, how clear- 
ly is it the duty of the ſoul to pour out itſelf 
in a holy w that the ears of men would be 
opened to his diſcipline ; (a) that they would not 
deſpiſe the long-ſuffering of Gop after the 
wanderful works he has wrought for us, as a 
church and as a nation; that they would not 
continue to ſpoil the true apofiolic inſtitution, 


which is granted by the very confefſion of the 


Founders of them, who ſeparate from us, 
to be ſuch, with vain philoſophy and doc- 
trines-after the tradii ion of men: leſt the time 
ſhould come when they ere thenceforth to be 
hidden from our eyes. Should I then, regard- 
leſs of the terrors of the LORD and falſely 
mederatt about the keeping of his command- 
ments, add one to the number of them, that ſet 
up the imaginations of their hearts againſt his 
teaching, by propagating this apoſtacy, and in- 
creaſe the nations guilt, inſtead of I ening it by 
my own repentance and abedience to the faith ? 

| No. 


te) Fob xxxvi, 10. 


) 
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No. SS and nature and reaſon from nature 
and the conſiderution of the great guilt of men's 
rebellion againſt all this evidence that CHRIS 
is our only prophet, and a reflection on the aw - 
ful viſitatians we are under for this one 
bitter root of diſobedience, as well as for its 
ſeveral branches of infidelity and profaneneſs, 
and on the expediency of our behaviour under 
chaſtiſements, if we would not have them 
heavier, and on his dreadful advent at the lat 
day ſhould all or ſome of them at leaſt weigh 
with us, to reſign our ſouls into the hands of 
this ever lovely Redeemer and to receive him 
as our all in all, as our only prophet to teach, 
our prie/t to reconcile and our king to govern us. 
Be it therefore my chief, my daily care, under 
this conviction of the vanity of men's pretences 
to teach and direct themſelves, to grow up in all 
things unto CHRIST, this perfefter and bright- 
ener of the creation of Gop. Be it my ſtudy 
to manifeſt his wiſdom, as my prophet ; his pow- 
er, as my #ing ; who to be /uch to me became 
my atoning prie/t ; and for the manife/lation of 
whom this wondrous ſyſtem of nature, as 
well as that moſt ſtupendous one of grace, was 
firſt contrived and is now ſupported. For ſhall 
all the creatures around me thus ſhew CHRIST, 
and 7, for whom it is they ſhew him, be 
backward in ſubmitting to him and ſhewing 
forth his virtues? Shall it be the purpoſe of Gp 
Poa _ 
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to bring me to fer fection by uniting me to him- 
felf in Cnnisr, and I perverſely refuſe his 
counſel? No, For truſting in him what have 
we to fear of harm, what not to hope that is real 
zend? For how will not RE, (h) who ſuffers not 
two of theſe ſparrows, which are on the hedge- 
row, to be fold for a farthing, nav has under 
his. cognizance the very hairs of thi: head, fo 
as even to take an account of them, and clothes 
the ly in the field, and every ſpire of groſs, 
with beauty far ſuper iar to the coſtly robes of 
Salomon, how will not he take care of us his 
pur cha ſed family, ſo dear in his fight that he 
thought not his blood too high a price o give 
for it? And how infinitely letter are we, who 
are content under the diſpoſal of him, who by 
his wi/dem ſtretched out theſe heavens and aſ- 
ſigned to each part of the creation its place and 
Mee, than under the perplexing anxiety of vain 
attempts to a/ter his providence ? Nor leſs ardent 
de my fat, that he would with the glorious ſhine 
of his thus atteſted goſpel reclaim thoſe, who 
now: pretend to make nature the rule of faith, 
and take up /ones of obj ection to throw at his 
word, as their predeceſſors in unbelief once did at 
zts holy author ; that he would convince them that in 
fighting againitChri/tianity and the meritorious /a- 
ani fice\t reveals, and ſo in (c) cating down the truth 
te the ground, however they have (d practiſed 
and- proſpered, they are fighting againſt na- 

ture 
Met. x. 29. (c) Dan, viii, 12. (4) Pia. N 
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zure, as well as ſtanding up againſt the Prince of 
princes, the Gop of nature, and to reduce 
their high thoughts into captivity to his flandard 
and tried truth ; that ſo they may not come 
into final condemnation with the whole te/ti- 
mony of the creation, as well as SS, againſt 
them, on the morning of the reſurrection; but 
may ſtand complete in CHRIST. 

Seeing then that the Chriſtian ſyſtem is the 
original purpoſe of the triune Goon, 
which “ was (a) created from the beginning 
cc before the world and ſhall never fail”, be- 
cauſe it is the very em it holds forth with 
apt /igryficancy to the informing ſenſe ; being 
fully aſſured that this wiſdom, ©* the (b) mother 
of fair love and fear and knowledge and holy 
c hope”, is, like its divine author Ixsus, of 
ſuch an excellent and faultleſs conſtitution, that 
none of all the diſputants on earth can gainſay 
it, any more than any could (e) once Aand 
againſ! the wiſdem and ſpirit by which the pro- 
t:-martyr ſpake againſt the ibertines of old 
or Alexandria's ſchool; none accuſe it, without 
arraigning the manifeſtly correſpondent work of 
the incarnate WORD in this economy of na- 
ture ; and laſtly, being perfectly ſatisfied, on ſo 
plain an evidence, that the Chri/tian revela- 
lation, and not reaſon, is and, excluſive of all 

8 other 


(s) Ecdefiaftic. iv. 18, () . gy (0 Aries, 
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other means and all ſchemes of religion devi- 
ſed by man, muſt be, according to the na- 
ture of things, the great ſource of intel- 
lectual knowledge, of language and diſcourſe 
in order to reaſon and alſo of writing in order 
to record ſuch knowledge; thou mayeſt be 
inclined to think that others, who now ſay be- 
fore him, whoſe works are exceeding good, 
« What is this ? and wherefore is that ? (4d) 
would by an enquiry into this analogy of na- 
ture have the ſame ſtrong convictien, the ſame 
powerful perſuaſion wrought in them ;—that 
they would find this (e) well-ſpring of wiſdom 
a flowing brook ; and be able joyfully to teſtify 
that the thoughts of this wiſdom are more than 
the ſea and her counſels profounder than the 
great deep—that though ſhe comes out at firſt, 
as this brook, to water the garden of our ſouls, 


yet this brook becomes a river, (fo abundantly 


does it fow upon us) and our river becomes a 
fea. Thou mayeſt have ſanguine hopes that 
the bearers of the Chriſtian name and more 
eſpecially that all who are ſet over CHRIS T's 
people, would take heed to themſelves and the 
church of Gon and ceaſe to countenance, 
like Manaſſeh, (a) the idols of a proud world, 
natural light and natural religion, that have been 
with ſo many acclamations ſet up in God's 

church, 


. (4) Ecelefiaftic. xxxix. 1. (e) Prov, xyiii, 4. 
(f) Eccleſs. xxiv. 29, 30, 31. (a) 
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church, (tho? to the diminution of the honour 


of his word and in contradiction to it) and to. 
which it is ſo often expected men ſhould borw- 


down ;— that they ſhould remember (b) no man 
knoweth wiſdom's' way, nor knoweth ber 
path; for“ who hath gone «þ into heaven 
« and taken her and brought her down from 
e theſe clouds” that they ſhould farlear im- 
puting their knowledge, however ſince tranſ- 
mitted with corruptions, to ought but the 
revelation of him who ſendeth for (c) this light, 
© and it goeth; who calleth it again and it 
& obeyeth him with rar; who ſhewed himſelf 
«© upon earth and cenverſed with men — that 
they ſhould no longer derive their obligations to 
duty from them, who, like the (d) Agarenes, 
ſeek wiſdom upon earth, or from any other prin- 
ciple than from the word of Go, the moſ# 
high fountain of wiſdom, (e) which Iſrael once 
forſork, thus (/)) fhewing them good and 
% evil”, the will of God in CHRIST 
Jrsus; thus leading unto wiſdom and di- 
recting the wiſe ; thus making known what 
&* things are pleaſing to him“, together with the 
everlaſting ſanctions of the rightful Log of 
the whole earth, in ideas to our ſenſe : and that 
they would no longer conſider, like the uncou- 


oF -2 verted 
(b) xii. 7. Baruch iii., 37. 29. (e) v. 33.— F. 
(A] xtiii. (e) xii. Eqcleſiah.i, 53. 


(f) Barnch iv. 4. 
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© wertid heathen, the works of Gop in this ſyſ- 
tem apart from the connection they have with 
(z) Chriſtianity, as the end of their being, 
and which they were made a means to manifeſt 
in ideas, that the Lon JesUs may be magni- 
fied in his works, as whatever it is eſtabliſhed 
4 for his GLOR Y. (+) Becauſe as conceiting 
to ſe+ things without this world's kght would 
keep us in the dart about their forms, uſes and 
ends and render us carele/s about what would 
greatly profit us, ſo affecting to ſee the whole 
world, reaſon and knowledge and duty, in any 
other than God's light has as certain a ten- 
Hency to keep men in the dark about the great- 
neſs of his works, about the final delign of 
this ſyſtem and of the /en/es given us for the 
contemplation of it; about the nature and uſe 
of language and reaſon and the nature and mo- 
tives of our duty : to weaken the evidence of the 
neceſſity and of the truth and end of the Chriſ- 
tian revelation and the conviction of both in 
themſelves and others; and by weakening the 
convictions of theſe to leſſen their faith in it and 
reſpeft for it; and by leſſening their faith and 
reſpect to loser the fervent ſpirit of zeal; (ob- 
tained from the bleeding Ixsus in order to 
contend for it with boldneſs and to obey it) to a 
culpable coldneſs of affection and to make it, like 


the- once generous wine that the purple clu/ters 
55 yielded, 


) Eccleſiaſt. xxxix. 14. (0 Kli. 17, 
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yielded, when mixed with (a) water, to moderate 
it for the gratification of a ſelf phaſing cove- 
teouſnefs. And indeed it is but reaſonable, that 
all, who are called to caufe the {#) people to 
hear the words of Gop and nothing elſe, to 
magnify this word, which ſo often declares 
wiſdom (c) cometh out of his mouth, that 
« ſhe is (d) with all fleſh according to his 
« gift”, giving (e) © the knowledge of holy 
& things”, (as well as that petuer belongs to 
him) ſhould renounce ſentiments and practices, 
which would lead them to conceit man, who 
is but a creature, to be a creator of wiſdom ; to 
derive this one of the principal gifts of Gon 
not from the Lox D, but from himſelf, and of 
courſe proudly to take the glory from Gop 
and aſcribe it to himſelf, and to deſpiſe others, as 
if he had not received that which diſtinguiſh- 
es him, And eſpecially ſince enforcing the 
derivation of truth and language conveying it 
from the rev aled will of Gop would give 
them ſuch certain advantages over the know · 
« ledge (/) cf wickedneſs, which is not wil- 
« dom” ; over the cauſe of antichri/tian inſde- 
lity, which, through the preſumption of fore 
and unwary conceſſions of others, has fpread 
itſelf over ſo many people of the Chriftian 

name, 


(a) Iſai. i. 22. (b) Fer. xxtii. 22. 
(e) Prov, ii. 6. (Cd) Eccleſtaſtic. i. 19, | (#) if. K. 10. 
Ecdefiaſt, xvil. 11. (f} xix. 22. 
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name; ſuch a certain rule to detect every here- 
fy and falſe interpretation of SS by; ſuch a 
heavenly-formed medium to reconcile differences 
and eſtabliſh peace in the churches and to lead 
all in one body to the acknowledgment and 
love of the Gor of nature, of the worD, 
who, as he became fleſh to give us acceſs to 
Gop, makes alſo his wisDom to dwell in 
w1/ble forms, that we may have acceſs to the 
znder/ianding of HIM, who is the TRUTH of 
this ſ/adew of the world, as well as of the 
legal figures. But what is reaſonable is not al- 
ways done, It was but reaſonable that thoſe 
Feldt ſhould before this time have yielded Fruits, 
out of which the rent might have been paid, 
dut in the hands of the preſent flothful and 
improvident tenant, how uncultivnted do they 
remain, how over-grown with weeds and fruit- 
Ei. And fo it was reaſonable that the Ferwih 
vineyard, (a) that much more excellent planta- 
tion on a fruitful hill, ſhould have brought 
forth good grapes to its illuſtrious proprietor, 
but, when the Lox» looked for them, it brought 
forth wild grapes. And we are to remember 
that we live in days which, becauſe they are 
the /aft, are evil; evil with the aggravated 
guilt of rebellion againſt all the light, which 
bas ſhone out according to the degree of oppo- 

ſition 


{s) Ia. v. 4. 
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ſition in every preceding age (5). For what 
ſays the moſt holy and true word of the om- 
niſcient Ixsus, concerning the ſtate of his 
creation in the laſt days? Is not this its lan- 
guage ? In the laſt days (c) perilous (or difficult) 
times or ſeaſons will come in (rrhoorres) for there 
fall be men lovers of themſelves, &c. blaſ- 
phemers, &c. flanderers, &c. traitors, c. 
flighty (4)—ſome ſhall (e) apoſtatize from the 
faith; giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits and to 
doctrines of devils ; ſpeaking lies in hypoeriſy ; 
tho* not without power and ent and lying 
wonders (f) or prodigies of lies ; having their 
own conſcience (of things) ſeared, as with a cauſ- 
tic or hot-iron—/ome entering in and by (g) 
by-ways, under the character of wolves, ( not 
ſparing, but ſcattering and tearing in pieces the 
flock—others, from among ourſelves”, i- 
ſing up (i) or making an inſurrection from their 
proper ſtation againſt the apeſlolic inſtitution, 
{as faftious men do againſt governments )— ſome 
ſaying they are apo/iles, that is, ; perſons ſent 

* of 
4 (% Gen, xv. 10. Dan, viii. 23. Matt. — 2 1 Thef. 
like nd may _— ONT — — — 


comes to its full meaſure, in a kingdom. or an individual. 
Horat. lib. 3. Od. 6. I. 46. and Hom. Odyſſ. 2. had like no- 
tions of fin. 

(c) x' yaarwoi, 2 Tim. iii. 1. (d) 4. Teoma. 

(e] iv. 1. (f) 2 Theſſ. ii. 9. Tiga Jaller, 

(s) Jude iv. raętici boa. ) Avxoi, from Ava 
folvo, who by tearing and ſundering the members diſſolve the 
bod y. (i) Adr xx. 29. ve. Rev. ii. 2. 
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4 of God”, but are not; having the (wipton) 

(4) form or ſhape of godlineſs in their outward 

behaviour, &c. but (1) denying the power of 

it, notin words, (for ſuch frequently make the 

loudeft proſeſſion but in works—walking (an 

&iforderly aud cauſing diuiſions, (n) and full of 

Ariſe andenvy,creeping into{s) houſes, captivating 
filly women, (p) and ſtanding up as James and 
Jambres withitood Moſes — ſenſual, ſeparating 

themfelves, baving not the ſpirit. Read we not 

that what (g, men know naturally, as brute 

beafts, aberein they will corrupt themſelves, 

being full of (aw) (r) magreſs, or a want of 

xxderftanding concerning the faith, denying (5) 

| the 


(kJ : Tim. iii. 5. ( Tit, i. 16. (n) 2 De. iii, 
6. erwrTvg, without the diſcipline or erder in the church 
miftant and not according to che ragd do tradition ot de- 
hvery,of the el. 

( Row. Xvi. r7. der g, which cannot be expretſed 
in ene Engliſh word, unleſs as we render Toy acia ,d, 
we ſhould render this word dichaſtacy, that is, ſuch a fece7:ow 
as follows diſſention, as there is where a r0ad farts into fe 
ways. Aud $ ſollicitous was the le for the preſerva- 
wion of anity, that he cautiuns the Romans againſt perſons 
whe would cauſe treo ways, two ſtandings —For ſome differen- 
ces, as in Chriſtian growth, &c. may ſubfiſt without this ſe- 
* or bodily fep aration from the unity of the chutgh and 
Zong we Ways, a5 may in periansin a 104d on carth, xili. 13. 

(e a Tims, 14. 6. by inſomation of themſelves under ſome 
fpeciens form, Ex vowTe; 

(p) ndl, tithe wmen, thoſe who bave not the 
underſtanding of a woman, and fo well rendered filly w- 
r. 


n. Kix. &TBogitorreg. 
B. . 32 
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the Loxp that bought them—that the world 
will not endure or tolerate found, healing doctrine, 
(t) but will, according to their own s and 
likings and without judgment, confuſedly heap 
up unto themſelves heaps upon (u) heaps, teachers, 
having itching ears, and will be turned from 
the hearing of the truth and will be (x) con- 
verted indeed, but unto fables ; unlearned and 
unſtable, walking after the fleſh, and therefore 
ſo eaſy to be begwled by them, who thro' cove- 
touſneſs ſhall with feigned words make an em- 
porium, market or merchandiſe of ſouls and 
(z) ſpeak perverſe things to draw away peo- 
ple (a) after them that many, going (6) out of 
CHRIS T's church, ſhall follow their pernicious 
ways—that becauſe of them the way of truth 
ſhall be evil ſpoken of and that, becauſe (c) 
iniquity ſhall abound, the love of many ſhall wax 
cold? Such then being the language of SS we 
5 Z muſt 


(H] 2 Tim. iv. 3. DYIQSTTG 

(#] Ibid. eTiowgivosos. See Leigh on the word. autre. 
Toy dv, literally, itching in the hearing. (x) v. 4. 

n. 8 dues eau, literally, © diverſa”, diverſe 
things and doctrines, — turned, diftortcd and pervert- 
ed from the truth and fo perverſe, like the thoughts of the 


wicked, called in Prev. ii, 12. NNDJDN xrexur, inverted 
things. 


(%) Te &TITH), to draw off and drag away perſons, as 
members ( @To) from the unity of the body. 

(a) r al r, after them, in oppoſition to zander Ta 
Inod, after Ixsus, Luk, xxiii. 26, 


(5) ESazouInoeow, 2 Pet. ii. 2. (E) Matt. xxiv 12. 
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muſt expect ſuch men in the world, who, either 
thro” the errors or prejudices they are too gene- 
rally educated in, as Jews, Turks, infidels or 
heretics, or thro* covetouſneſs, vain glory or per- 
verſeneſs of mind, will be as tenacous of the 
imaginations of their own hearts, about Gop, his 
church and their duty, as the Iſraelites were of 
their idols in the face of the fronge/ conviction ; 
growing up into all the defection and obſtinacy (c) 
of unbelief and blackneſs of guilt in which it is 
propbecied that it will be involved before the day 
of CHRISTH cometh, and making it a time of 
the trial of the faith of the ſaints, of their 
perſeverance in the truth, and of their patience 
in well-doing. O] how ſhould a// the churches, 
how ſhould ours in particular be led, under 
this deſcription of the ſtate of things in the 
laſt days, to conſider her ways and to be re- 
formed after the divine truth, leſt there ſhould 
be found in her what Gop hateth and will pu- 

aſh. | 
For can a church be improved by latitudina- 
rian practice, by the breaking of her hedge of 
diſcipline to admit every one to her communion, 
by a neglect of exerciſing the primitive and 
proper cenſures againſt wanton raembers and 
convoking herſelf to the examining of her fate ? 
Or can a ſoul abound in ſpiritual fruitfulneſs, 
which lays itſelf pen to every ſuggeſted tempta- 
tion ; 


/c) Matt, xxiv. 37. Luk. xii, 49,—viii, 38. Oc 
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tion, every foul ſpirit and never paſſes the 
kenſure of its conſcience on its remaining cer- 
ruptions, never convokes its intellectual powers 
to examine itſelf. Let us conſult nature. When 
we look at that once fair v!nzyard, whoſe hedge 
is broken down, where there is no pruning, where 
the plants anguiſh, as Sibmab's vine of old, how 
ſtrongly does nuture here picture the deſolating 
conſequences, and evince ſuch circumſtances to 
be, what the SS repreſents them to be, the judg- 
ment (a) of Gov. May the powerful leſſon be 
ever attended to by thoſe who have the rule over 
us in the Loxp; that they may conſtantly labeur 
in him for the welfare of Gop's huſbandry in 
his church. And may we poſſeſs our ſouls 
in a patient waiting upon Gop and in watch- 
fulneſs againſt fin, that we may be (Y) found 
faithful in our profeſſion, immoveable in the 
hope of the goſpel, notwithſtanding the corrup- 
tions that are in the world, knowing there can- 
not be any, heaven-born ſelf-denying religion 
in ſelf-pleaſing rebellion againſt heaven's or- 
dinances —any following of the lowly JEsvs, 
where there is no ſubjection to parents, (c) much 
leſs where there is no ſubmiſſion to our ing. 
For nature as powerfully encourages to þa- 
tience, The ſame all-wiſe and bountedus Gon, 
who allots the ſeveral vegetable tribes their re- 
ſpective climates, gives to each a ſuitable conf{itu- 
5 Z 2 tion, 


(4) If. v. 6.—xvi, t0,-xviii. 5. (b) Matt. xxv. 21. 


(c) Luk. ii. 51, 
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tion; to piny foreſts under the northern blaſt and 
amidſt broadeflaked ſnow and to the more tender 
and Juicy plants of the Zaff, The thirſty 
willows are not placed in the dry ſun-burnt de- 
fart, nor the olive in the ungenial poles, In 
the garden the crocus is not called forth to bear 
the ſummer's ſultry beam, or the ſhort-lived 
auricula to ſtand the wintry tempeſt. So ex- 
preſſive does ſubſervient nature repreſent what 
the SS promiſes, that (d) GoD © will not 
< ſuffer us to be tempted above that we are 
& able”; but that“ with the temptation he 
&« will alſo make us a way to eſcape”, cauſing 
us in CHRIsT to grow as the fr, to ſpread 
as the cedar and to flouriſh as the myrtle, or 
as the willow, palm, &c. and helping us with 
grace according to our ſeveral ſituations, 

Then next as to the favourers of deiſm, 
Suppoſe them to review their tenets, to go thro 
a courſe of nature's lectures and to ſee, on the on: 
hand, that their ſtate of nature and their preten- 

ns and deſcriptions are thus contrary as to mat- 
ters of fad, ſo to the natural ideas of things; 
on the other hand, that Chri/tianity is ſo far 
from being repugnant to theſe natural ideas of 
things, that all nature is a daily rehearſal of 
the Chriſtian oxconomy in a figure to the ſenſe, 
in order to our having right ideas of things, 


that we may 7 eaſon aright about them; and, 
in 


(4 x Cor. 2. I2, 


. WV 4. 
2 


2 
0 
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in 2 word, that without this revealed repreſen- 
tation of the will of Gop under his moſt pow- 
erful ſanctions of everia/iing life or death, 
there could not, according to every natural idea 


of things, be any more obligation upon the con- 


ſcience, than there is now upon mine to obey a 
law that is not yet racted; and no reaſon, be- 
cauſe no language: and of courſe that without 
obligation or reafon or knowledge or language 
men muſt be ignorant brutes and worſe (+) than 
brutes, Under the/e convictions it may be thought 
that they neceſſarily would and, upon their own 
principles, muff be converts to the faith, as to 
the origin of all knowledge and obligation, how- 
ever ſince derived and corrupted, and muſt 
reform their traditional notices, their complexed 
fancies of things and their cenſciences of their 
duties by it. W 

For as dei/?s have affirmed (e that, if Chri/- 
ce tianity has not evidence enough to induce 
<« their belief, that they are not culpable for 
* withholding it”, fo they alſo have faid, that 
“e if it has this teſtimony there is nothing ſo 
&« praiſe-worthy in believing” ; ſince faith; con- 
fidered as an aſſent of the underſtanding, 
mut 
coy Wks keiten w, Whas bears and , would 


„% men prove to one another without the belief of rewards 
e and puniſhments in another life - their pods were vanities — 


e their wor/bip accurſed !—and their morals the ſhame of rea- 


{« fon, the ſtain of nature“. Adding, © And yet bad as 74:5 
„ was; vate is ſtill wor, untaught at all by tradition 


— 
— — —— 

4 
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muſt of neceſſity follow upon ſuch evidence: 
But this is not ſo. We may prove unto. men, 
beyond every doubt and by all the evidence 
which the important theme is capable of the 
expediency and propriety of the great and eternal 
ſcheme of Chri/ttanity, 
(a) * Involving all and in a perfect whole 
<«. Uniting, as the proſpect wider ſpreads”, 
and ſo far addreſs the wnder/tanding : juſt as we 
may prove to a poor fainting man the expe- 
diency of his having a ſupply and the propriety 
of a proviſion promiſed to his wants, and the 
truth of the promiſe by a competent number of 
witneſſes and many correſpondent circumſtances : 
we may ſhew their unbelief to be as full of un- 
reaſanableneſs, every abjection of abſurdity and 
enmity to 88, nature and common ſenſe, as we 
might this man's incredulity to be, and ſo that 
the recuſants would be, like him, as guilty of 
ſelf· deſtructive Folly, as ever man was of /elf- 
murder after the faireſt ingugſ. But whether they 
will credit the actual exi/tence of this economy of 
moſt fitly accommodated mercy and will appro- 
priateit by this apprehenſion of faith to the uſe 
and benefit of their own /ouls and bodies and re- 
ceive the true LIGHT to array them with purity 
and the inſpirations of the $PIRIT of the world to 
come and the bread and waters of life, we cannot 
determine: any more than whether the por man 
will 


(a) Thompſon, 
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will believe the ſupply whoſe propriety is proved 
to him and thankfully embrace it. For men 
may rum from the brighte/t light into the holes 
of the earth. And whatever proofs we may 
give of a revelation, when made, deing an 
appeal to our outward ſenſes, and that ſo much 
of the things of Gop, (a) © who is mighty 
in ſtrength and wiſdom”, who *©* thunder- 
© eth (5) marvelloufly with his voice and doeth 
& great things which we cannot comprehend”, 
is ſeen in the glaſs of the creatures, thro the 
divine condeſcenſion to our capacities, as to give 
us ſome idea of them; as to ſhew that the 
inſpired *< lips utter (e) knowledge clearly” 
and that none can in/iru who (d) contendeth 


with the Almighty ;—as to enable us to free 


what is mercifully revealed to us concerning the 
objects of our faith from every foul charge of 
being contradictory to the notices of thoſe ſenſes) 
which Gop formed to be channels of theſe ideas, 
or of being repugnant to the natural notions of 
things, by proving that they run parallel with 
the diſpenſations of Gop in this natural 
world ;—and conſequently to evince whatever 
atheiſts or deiſis object, and whatever fancied 
foundation of knowledge or obligation others may 
lay to be no more than cavil or ſuppeſition, 
darkening (e) words without knowledge, yet nei- 

ther 


(a) Job UT i. £o b | (5) xxXXvii. 5. (c) xx ci, 3- 
(4) xl. ii. (r] iv. 
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ther this nor any deduction of man could prove 
the actual exiſtence of theſe things. For the 
knowledge of Chriſtians is a knowledge not of 
ſenſe, but of faith, (f) and therefore, like all 
other knowledge which is by belief, grounded 
purely on the authority of the atteſter and not 
on our fight or demonſtration of the things. 
Which indeed is impoſſible in our preſent ſtate. 
For was the peaſant not to credit the exiſtence 
of the Indies and refuſe to admit it, till he 
ſhould have it demonſtrated to his /enſe, is it 
not clear he would be requiring a demonſtration, 
which would de/froy the very nature of faith 
and which, on this account, no faith can have, 
becauſe it neceſſarily ends where ſuch w:/ion 
or demonſtration is? And is it not equally evident 
to have zh:s ſenſe or demonſtration of their ex- 
iſtence, that he muſt change his Fate, quit his 
preſent being in theſe Northern climes and theſe 
diſtant fields, or that the Indies muſt by a won- 
drous remove change place with this Britiſp iſle, 
which would bring a d:/{ru#:0n on theſe realms 
and the inhabitants: and ſo on him who 
makes the ſtrange regue/? of their being thus 
ſet deſore him previouſly to his aſſent to their 
exiſtence? Such muſt be the conſequence in 
nature according to every common ſenſe of 


things. 


{f} Hence St. Pan] ſays, © we walk by faith and not 
ce by fight”, 2 Cer. v. J. iv. 13. and hence St. John ſays, 
x Epiſt. iv; 16. we have known and have believed the love 
« which Gop hath to us”, So Rom, vii. 24. Hoxe feen 


„ 1; not hope“. 
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things. Then, according to nature, a man, 
who refuſes to believe the exifence of the Chrif- 
tian ſyſtem till it is demonſtrated, like a ma- 
thematical propoſition or theſe Indies, to his 
ſenſe, ſeeks an evidence in this caſe, which Be- 
lief can from its very nature never have, be- 
cauſe deſtroyed by it; and becauſe to have it he 
muſt leave theſe worldly manſions and ceaſe to 
be what he is, or muſt have theſe widely ex- 
tended heavens, this tranſitory world of ſenſe 
removed and everlaſting things take their 
place: which would occaſion the di/ſolution of 
the man which makes the haughty and 
unreaſonable demand of a feſimony, which he 
is not capable of receiving, nor infinite wiſdom 
of giving him in his preſent ſituation. And yet 
there are few infidel objections which have 
not this fallacy at the bottom of them, this 
requeſt of an evidence the ſubject is not capable 
of, this exception againſt objects of FaiTH be- 
cauſe they are not objects of ſenſe nor accom- 
panied with the ſame teſtimony, For what 
can be given to man, as he is, is given. Man is 
called to the faith of celeſtial things, becauſe he 
cannot know ſpiritual things as he is but by fazth, 
any more than the peaſant can, as he is, other- 
wiſe know the Indies. T herefore he has eve- 
ry evidence of them faith can have, and abun- 
dantly more than he has to believe the exiſtence 
any place he never ſaw. But, after all this 
C 6 A evidence 
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evidence and even that which ariſes to us from 
an experience of grace after believing to ſeal 
our faith, we have only Gop's written word, 
confirmed by atteſting miracles, for the reality 
of the exiſtence of things ; that our faith might 
(a) not Hand in the wiſdom or long-laboured 
deductions or demonſtrations of men, (of whom 
ſeme may be diſpoſed to think they could have 
perfectly anſwered the queſtions Gop put to 
Fob, to convince him of his ignorance by na- 
ture, Where waſt thou, when I laid the 
d foundations of the earth? declare if THov 
4 knoweſt UNDERSTANDING, &c.” xxxviii. 
9. and others may perſuade themſelves they 
could have ſolved Job's caſe and © anſwered his 
& words”, tho' it is written, his friends cquld 
not, leſt they ſhould ſay, WE have found 
out wisDoM”, (b) ) but in Gon; in the one 
infallible and immoveable truth, giving under- 
flanding to our hearts”. (c For I find nature, 
expoſitory as ſhe thus is of Chriſtian truth, 
has, like all other expo/itors, an original text 
firſt revealed from him, who has not ſpoken 
« (d) in ſecret from the BEGINNING”, 
and would be entirely dumb on this moſt mo- 
mentous and intereſting economy, unleſs he, 
that makes the dumb to ſpeak, as well as 
the deaf to hear and the Blind to ſee, did in 
his 


: ON 15, tl. 25. 11. 
"as ; (4) 155 xlviti, 25 3 * 


2 
4 
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his revelation apply nature's ideas and ſo make. 
her (e) ſpcak well of him, as all his works or 
agents do in all places of his dominion. Becauſe 
who could truly ſay, theſe works were typical 
of correſpondent ones or pictures of origmatls, 
without God's revelation ? There is no medium 
to infer it by. For nothing without a miracle 
could (/) aſcend to heaven but what firſt came 
down from heaven. And of courſe nature 


would otherwiſe convey no more iꝝſtruction to 


us than the fair form or picture of an unknown 
thing or perſon would. 

So that this I perceive is the trial of our 
faith, whether a man, a worm, crawling out 
of the du/?, and deſerving by nature to be trod 
down everlaſtingly under the feet of the Sow 
of man, will truſt the holy Gop, who calls 
him from a dunghil of impurity, ) more offen- 
five than that in the yard of yonder farmer, 
to fit on a throne of glory, of which this ſhine 
is but a feeble repreſentation, and will ca his 
ſoul upon the divine Trinity in full dependence 
on the truth of what they in the covenant of 
grace have ſaid and ſworn to; in ſweet medita- 
tion on the treaſures of his wiſdom and the 
immenſity of his /ove ; in a holy deſire after 


conformity to his will and in a lively hope of 
being perfected in CHRIST, or will proudly 


give the /e to him, whoſe throne is this hea- 
1 6A 4 ven 


60% F cli. 20 and 2x, Oi. 7, 
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ven and chis earth his foot on a foul and 
grountleſs pretence of impropritty in revelation, 
but in truth for no better reaſon than becauſe 
he cannot comprehend all the vaſt operations of 
the” ſit of righteouſneſs at once with his ſhort 
Abi. And what an evil accumulation of arro- 
gance muſt there be in a heart of unbelef, that 
will ſooner rely on its own vain and imaginary 
conjectures and follow them, tho' fraught with 
the greateſt ab/urdity, than on the irrefutable 
Huth of the Chriſtian revelation, whoſe won · 
d rouſly- conſtructed ſcheme, harmoniouſly con- 
curring in all the vaſt variety of its parts to 
ont great end, to the manifeſtation of Jesvs, 
is alone adequate to our wants of light and life, 
of ſpiritual endowment and ſupport — whoſe 
lovely economy appears to have been purpoſed 
(a) and planned before the rworld, becauſe the 
world is evidently framed to ſhew it, in this 
reſpeR, like (5 mathematical propoſitions, by 
a fleure to the ſenſe—and which is therefore 
L upported by an (onivuyue) exemplary demon- 
Fatih, that puts it as it were (oro under our 
eyes, Becauſe it lays it down (c) in a typical 
ferm and ſo, by an Evidence drawn (d) from 
the Eno wn nature of things, affords us that 


ſtrong 


Bya ou h, i. 11. Bf: . 
00 25 . E A 35, See Leigh Crit. Sac. 


(e) * Akte. Eph. ji, 3. ru « Tim, i, Col. i. 26. 
(4 anodiitic, 1 Cor. ii. 4. 


419171 
ſtrong reprebenſion (e) of error and imp'ety, 
that indubitable cenuiction of truth and godli- 
neſs, which it is ſaid to carry along with it un- 
to all the nations, for whoſe benefit it was de- 


ſigned ! (J) 


Indeed 


(e) Dux, 2 Tim, ili. 16, Heb, xi. 1. 

) There are indeed novel ſyſtems in the 4th century; 
which took their riſe in the Latin church, and have 
ſince been more perverted from the truth, wherein the influ- 
ence of Cuais r, the $uN of righteouſneſs, is repreſented in 
a more confined and therefore in an natural view. 

Behold the Lamb of Gop, who taketh away the ſins of the 
world, fohn 1. 29, Gon ſent not his Son into the world t» 
£endemn the world, but that the world through him might be 
ſaved, iii. 17. &c. that “ the world may believe, John xvii. 
21. that they might © chro" righteouſneſs have precions faith”), 
2 Pet. i. 1, that where fin has abounded there grace might 
« much more abound”, Rom. v. 20. he ſhall ſet wp an en. 
« ſign for the nations, Iſai. xi. x2. © all nations fa 
« unte it“, It. 2.“ all nations ſball ſerve him“, Pf. laxii. 
11. * he will deſtroy the vail that is over all nations”, If. 
xxv. 7. „ in thee ſball all the nations of the earth be bleſſed”, 
Gen. viii. 8. I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
« ſpall be to all people, Laube ii. ro. Theſe and other texts, I 
Say, which are ditated by the Spirit of truth, who would not 
uſe words that give an idea of wniverſality, when he did not 
mean to efſert it, are now, and what is more aſtoniſh. 
ing, under a pretence of piety and godly obedience to the 
motions of the Spirit deemed an AO reſtimony of 
it, Though, even in the judgment of all men, even of ſuch 
as are #nwarily, I hope, led into this notion, it muſt be con- 
fefled, 1//, that, was it, for argument ſake, to be allowed 
that it was God's intention to have the redemption ani ver ſal 
and to reveal this in the moſt comprehenſive Jus no fuller 
terms could be found in the whole compaſs language to 
expreſs it by; 2dly, that was the whole payment of the 
riches of it in glory only to be made to them, who continued 
fedfaſt unto the end in the poſſeſſion of the grace, firſt given 
in part, this limitation of the final benefit would not at a 
Aeſtroy the auiverſality of the firſt gift. For many, even 
ome whoſe labours in ſeveral refpe&s are worthy to be had 
2p honour, have been at ſundry times betrayed into an opinion 
chat 
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Indeed, when the profeſſors of dei/m will be 
fatisfied with all the evidence a doctrine is 
| capable 


that they are juſtified in repreſenting Gon, whoſe mercy i; 
evidently over all his works, as confining this mercy to ſome 
of zhem only, who had firſt this or that qualification, and ſo 
being anegual in his ways and reſpcffing perſons —in repre. 
ſenting Cin1sT as performing an infinitely meritorions obe. 
dience, which has vixtue to juſtify all, without a will to apply 
ie for the benefit of al! —and 14%, in unwarrantably ma. 
king the impoſſibility. of the ſalvation of ſome to ariſe from 
God's having previ aſiy excluded them the enjoyment of the 
meant, when GoD makes it to ariſe from their reſechion of the 
means given, and as Abp. Uſer obſerves, in holding that 
God condemns men for not believing Cuxisr died for them, 
when, on their hypotheſis, he did not do it ard fo for not be- 
Gieving @ falſbood, Which is a thing every pions man can 
never admit to be a part of the ceconomy of him who judges the 
world in righteouſneſs : any more than we can allow it to be 
with any juſtice tathered by them upon our church. For it 
is directly contrary to her notions of predeſtination. For this 
is her language in the rubrick after the office of baptiſm, 
« It is certain by God's word, that children which are bap- 
« ;ized dying before they commit actual fin, are undoubted- 
« ly ſaved”. and in the xvith Article, © We may depart 
« from grace given”.&c. But, not to enter into a particular re- 
fatation, I ſhall content myſelf with ſhewing in general that 
the main principles which they proceed upon are erroneous 

and unnatural, The fir is this; „That they take for 

granted that the Almighty can never make a proviſion for 

thoſe perſoris who do not in the end profit by it. And tho” 
we have already ſeen that there is no objetion can lie Againſt 

the uni verſality of the redemption, becauſe all will not final- 


. nally be ſaved, any more than there does againſt the uni- 


werlality of the fall, becauſe all will not in the end be hurt 
by it, yet it will be neceſſary 10 offer ſome proofs from 
ſcripture of the fal/cood of this principle of theirs, In Exo- 
dns vii. 17. Gop ſays, I will bring you up ont of the af. 
« flifion of Egypt wnto the land of the Canaanites"", and in 
Nambers xiv. 23. after they had been brought forth, Gon 
ſays unto them, for not giving creaence unto his word, 
« Syrcly they ſball not ſee the land which I ſware unto their 
« fathers, meither ſhall any of them that xrovoke me ſee it,“ 
20. © Donbtleſs ye hall not come into the land which I 
& ſware to mate you fo dwell therein), For here is a land 

promiſes, 


* 
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capable of and will abide by the principles 
they 


promiſed, here is a proviſion made for perſons, here is a re- 
cemption of them in order to their enjoyment of it and yet 
here are perſons in the end not profinng by it, A like in- 
ſtatce too we meet with in Matth. ii. 23, Cc. in the 

rable of the marriage of the king's ſon, which is quite a caſe 
in point, becauſe our Saviour ſays, © that like nntoit is the 
« kingdom of heaven", For here we find a preparation 
made, oxen and fatlings Filled, perſons actually bidden to the 
wedding and called in conſequence of being bidden, yet ma- 
king light of it and, for * * to come, not 28. by 
the preparation in the end, any more than three parts of the 
ground out of for did by the ſowing of the ſeed—any more 
than five out of the ten virgins did by having their lamps 
lighted—than the one wicked ſervant did by his talent, os 
obs other by his forgiveneſ.— or the hnsbandman by the let- 
ting ont of the vineyard, or the children of the kingdom that 
are caſt ont of it into outer darkneſs, by being in it; or nut 
out of the ten lepers that were cleanſed or Fadas by CunisT's 
el:fion of him Ron an apoſtle, &c,—And toſay “ that we are 
« not to eſtabliſh doctrines from parables is a poor evaſion, 
becauſe I have proved we can only have true dofitrines by 
figns' of them. 

The ſecond error they go upon is, “ That nothing was 
ever at all in the intention of Gop, which was fruſtrated” : 
in other words, that no purpoſe of God can be altered, But 
the contrary of this, which ſeems alſo to have been the pre- 
ſumption of the Iſraclites in the wilderneſs, appears from the 
pailage in Nambers juſt mentioned. For, — theſe deal- 
ings of Gop with them, he ſays in ver/e 34, © Te ſpall 
„ know my breach of promiſe ; or, as it is in the margin, 
the altering of my purpoſe, * Not becauſe Gop is change- 
« able (as ether: ſays in his Hierozoic. Vol. I. p 278.) bur 
« becauſe what things Gop had decreed on a certain condi. 
« tion he revokes when the condition fails. Another inſtance 


we have in I. v. In Matth. xxiit. 37. Cna 1s ſays, ee i 


« ſalem, Jeruſalem, thou, that killeſt the prophets and ffoneſt 
* them which are {ent anto thee, how Ln would I have 
„ gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
„ chickens ander her wings, and ye would not“! For here 
is a purpoſe on the part of Cara1isT and a withſtanding of 
this 1 on the part of man, ſuch a rejection of the coun · 
ſel ot God, as the lawyers wer? guilty of, Lab. vii. 30. ſuch 
as St. Paul warns us againſt, when he ſays, Receive ye 
net the grace of Gos ma vain”, and ſuch as he reports _ 
{ 
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they avow and will attend to this evidenee upory 
their 


ſelf to be clear of, when he ſays, © I do not fruſtrate the 
« grace of God”, I am aware indeed that ſome may ſuſpett 
this not to be agreeable to thoſe declarations, ** Every purpoſe 
* of the Loup /ba'l ſtand“, Jer. li. 29. The Loab hath 
« rurpoſed, who all diſannul it ?” Tſai. xiv. 27. But 
this is owing to their not confidering that the whole counſel 
of Gop is a complex work, like the whole ſyſtem of nature, 
a wheel within a wheel, involving and conſiſting of ſeveral 
included puryoſes : even of purpoſes to alter particular purpo- 
ſes in partics'ar circumſtances, as in the cafe of Nineveh, 
Fer. xxvi. 2. tho' the divine Trinity is the ſame, juſt as the 
powers of the heavens continue to be the ſame, though a va- 
riation in things on earth brings ona difference of effeRts un- 
der their operation. Whence it is that, where purpoſes an- 
alterable are determined, we meet with theſe forms — 
« have xurpoſed and will alſo do it“, Iii. xlvi. 11. F 
« have purpoled and Will not repent”, Jer. iv. 28. And 
ſo this alteration of a particular purpoſe, in certain caſes of 
the ewhole counſel of Gov, is ſo far from deſtroying the ſtabi- 
liry, that it is the very exccntion of it; as the variation of 
eflects on an altered ſubjett deſtroys not the fettled courſe of 
things in natzre, but is the very frlfilling of it. For the 
ſame counſel and x urpoſe, that ordains men to life thro! the 
foreſeeing wiſdom which conſtituted it, contains a purpoſe 
that they ſhould all have a talent and a frech given intereſt 
in the redemption, be ſet free by the Son to offer the free- 
evill offering, typified under the law, (which, on the Caiviniſt's 
ſcheme, cannet * done) that the ten or whcle ſhould be 
cleanſed and have Cuxtsr a light to them and adoption 
in him, in order that they, who receive the grace of Gop 
in vain, the light which ſhined even in darkneſs, and, in 
eonſequence of grace given, r(pent not and plead not the adop- 
tion facramentally ſeale?, ſhould be condemned for anbelief. 
To which theſe texts belong, © who is the Saviour of all 
«© men—reconciling the rorld to himſelf—1 came not to 
* judge the world, but to ſave the <rorld, even ſo by the 
« rizhteouſneſs of one the free · gift came upon all men unto 
« ji fcation of life io gather together all things in ne and 
the like all being 'utified n their repreſent ative, that they 
might receive the manifeſtation of 1t in their oH n perſons, 
te that the world might believe" and that men, on their eu 
to come in, might be condemned for «:nbelief or denial of 
« the LoD that bovght them”, Indeed b:ſides thoſe, whom 
God, according to bie fete kKrovledge, hath in the finat 
determination 


ene 
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their principles, (which are things praiſe- worthy, 
6 B becauſe 


determination of his will, (ſecret to ns, as our church moſt 
ſeripturally expreſſes it) choſen to lite eternal, it is impoffible 
any out of the mul'itnde that are called ſhould fnally be 
ſaved; as it is that any tree ont of the many, planted in the 
natural world, ſhould thrive, beſides thoſe Gop foreſees will 
thrive, But then this their elect on ſtandeth (as I have ob- 
ſerved in the note on the per/everance of the ſaints" not in 


the bare perſuaſion of this or that man, but in the manifeſta- 


tion of it by perſeverance, as rooted in the faith and mf 
ing forth the fruits of taith unto the end, as the thriving of a 
tree depends on its kindly receiving of nouriſhment through 
its various ſtages, and th retore not on its ſanaing only at 
any particular ume, but on its continuing to ſtand rooted 
in the earth unto its full growth. From which theſe ex- 
peeflions take their riſe. ** He ts the Saviour of all men, eſ- 
* pecially of thoſe that be ieve —as many as were ordained to 
« eternal life believed many are called, but few choſen”, and 
the ike, &c. 


For there is a variety of exprefſion in SS about this 


matter, ſome importing wniverſal redemption, as it alludes to 
the juſtification of all in their repreſentative CurisT, or 
particular and ſpecial ſalvation, as it reſpe&ts thoſe who 
reccive the manifeſtation of it in their own perſons, by the 
faith of it ſealed to them, or thoſe who ſhall, according to the 
final purpoſe, profit by it. And men's inattention to this 
diſtindirn in the myſtery of godlineſs, which runs through 
the whole SS, betrays them into great and dangerous miſ- 
takes. For it is od with ſuch ans&ilfnl dividers of the 
word to reaſon backwards and to ſay, there are ele, accord- 
ing to the ſecret purpoſe of God in CurIsT JESvVs, who alone 
ſhall be finally proficed by his merits and therefore Canis 7's 
merits were never. deſigned and prepared for any other“. 
But tho? it is true they were not deligned for any other's 
final ſalvation in the ſecret and final purpoſe of Goo than 
the elett in the goſpel faith, yet it is obvious this is no proof 
they were mot deligned to profit any other at all, or that 
ethers had no inter:ſt in them in the intermediate purpoſe of 
Goo, on the reſult of which, according to our ideas, (for ſo 
SS ſpeaks) the final one is grounded, and which ten thouſand cir- 
cumitances wnktnwn to us may prevent having effe# to a 
man's final ſalvation : any more than ſome trees flouriſhing 
under the light are a proof it never was intended to ſhine 
and therefoce never dia ſhine upon avy other :— when it is 

glaring 
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becauſe ſuch a ſubmiſſion of will is rare and 
infrequent ) 


glaring it does upon all, though ten thouſand unknown cir. 
cumſtances, in the ſoi/ or, &c. may hurt the growth, 

For there is not a breath drawn by man or a moment en- 
Joyed by him, or a firgle bleſſing and advan'age but was 
obtained by the coſtly xrice of CMAIs 1's blood aud is con- 
tinued as the e eck of the long · ſuffering of him with whom 
we have to do. Whatever ; man nature enjoyed after the 
forfeit was in conſequence of the grant of promiſed mercy, 
Bot we are parts of that nature, and therefore our tenure of 
life or grace cr freed. m is under the ſame grant of Lve in 
Cnr1s1, however men deny both kim and it. But again, this 
long -ſnffering we are bid to count ſalvation, theretore we are 
J it in ſaying, ** all have an intereſt in Cx ISS death and 

ave a ſalvation by tim”; tho" it is neceſſary we add with 
St. Jade v. 3. by way of putting them in remembrance, 
tbo" they once news this, how that the Loxv, having ſaved 
the pcople out of the land of Egypt, afterward deſtroyed them 
#hat belicved not. | X 

For there is a way to reſt and nothing leſ than an advan- 
cins of the ſ ul in this ray and perſeverance unto the end 
of it will bring us to hraver Which doctrine lulls not the 
foul into ſecurity, but ſhews the neceflity of that growth in 
grace which SS recommends, even that adding to cur faith 
virtue and to virtue knowledge and to knowledge temperance 
and to temperance patience and to patience goalineſi and to 
godlineſs brotherly kin.n:fs and to brotherly kindneſs charity, 
the love of wnity in thetiithand church, recommended in the 2 
rinthians amidſt their diviſions, o the obtaining bolancſs1nour 
faith ſo evidenced, and to the making of our calling and elcc- 
tion ſure, under this renewing day by day. Becauſe there 
is ſuch a thing as drawing back to perdition; ſuch a thing as 
returning to what had teen caſt off, as the dog to his vomit; 
fach a thing as counting the blood, by which men wore ſancti- 
fied, an wnholy thing and doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace; 
and incurring the prniſhment of thoſe, who deſpiſe the riches 
of Gop's 2 and neglect ſuch great ſalvation : 
we find a man, the“ once born, may murder hiniſelf. 

I knw indeed there is one c bjettion ſtill behind, and that 
ſome will ſay, „this is ſ=ppoſing Ge'Þ to require a payment or 
« ſatisfaction twice and CunrsT's blood whe ſhed in vain.” 
But this objefticn 1s grounded upon men's not attending to 2 
very capita! part of the divine c— which diſcovers to 


us the ewſdom and conſiſtency of the ſcheme of a" 
or 
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infrequent) it appears to me to be :mpoſſible for 
6 B 2 them 


— 


For He is not the judge who required the ſatis faction at the 
hands of our guilty nature; not he, who laid on CirIsT the 
Sniquiiies of ut all. No, his juſtice, that required | ſatisfac- 
tion, was atoned, and it makes ns more demands on us in 
this light, Gon gave us, as diſcharges from the ſentence of 
the law, and all hg, into the hands of CarisT, that we 
might be his, who died for ws, to deal with us as he pleaſed. 
And Cus is blood is not .it in vain, hut has actually 
obtained this diſcharge from the Father for all men. So that 
that they are now in Cun:sT's hands, and it is not be who 
received t — ot redemption, but he who is the Redeem- 
er and paid the price for us, that is jadge, to take ſa iar. 
tion, due not only to the law, but to him, not for a man's 
being a ſinner only againſt the la, but for more than this, 
for his being a 4c ſpiſer of his ſaving health, And his 54. 
ving ſped bis blood once for them, that afterwards ſhould deny 
him, is and il be the reaſun why thoſe breakers of the 
wedlock of grace ſhould dave the ſwferings, which he underwent 
in vain for their final ſalvation, inflicted on their aunlterons 
heads for ever. Such wondrous propriety is there in his 
being the jrdgr of quick and dead; and fo conſaſtent is his 
taking fatisfattion on the wnbeliever of his grace with his ha- 
ving once groven ſatistaction to G for him as Aa ſonner, 

And from this view of things it is clear the wniverſal call 
under the goſpel diſpenſation is what miniſters are to enforce 

according to the parab'e in St. Aſattbeu, that men believing 

the love of Goo towards them and accepting it under the 

golpel ſeals, may ſeek his grace to e ma if ſi in them here, 

that they may at the laſt be tound relieved, like the widow 

of Sarepta, in his final purpoſe ſecret to us. For if it is ſecret, 

it belongs to Gon, not umo xs, according to Demt. xxix. 29. 

I remember 3:ſhop Andrews hence ſays, it is a ſtrange faith 

that goes trom the font t/ the final purp ſ, and Biſhop Hall, 

it is not a true faith which begins with aſſzrance. 

And indeed as it is againſt te whole current of SS and 
the church in the prin itive times thus to limit the inten- 
tion of C'iz!1sT's death to the benefit of a few, (as men 
have done trom a partial view of {ome 1exts, that when con- 
fidered in their full ſcope ſpeak the very con'rary} fo it is 
clearly again tie ideas nature gives us and 88 applies from 
things evident wniverſal benefit, ſuch as light and was 
ter, &c. Del es, what wiſe hncbanaman ever planted a 
tree merely thet it might die? what loving father begot a 
ſon — to kill him? or what merciful Hepbera never 

once 
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them not to be converts. For when I conſider 


this 


once went out to ſeek his loſt ſheep? And further, the very 
words, by which the cownſel of Gop is revealed, as Teobrow, 


Tewgrlw, &e convey (becauſe for our underſtanding they 
mult convey) natural id. Now the natural idea of a 
wile purpoſe is an idea of a counſel, which has a reſpect to the 
mea”s tor the accompliſhment of it and is formed in wiſam, 
that is, in a foreſight of circumſtances. Therefore, when 
words, ſuch as Y or, NY ren,— O 8nvp, Tn 
KePJ1, deſcribing the pwrpoſes of men, are uſed to denote 
the purpoſe of Go , there muſt be a ſimilitnde between them 
or they yield no idea, and we muſt of courſe conceive it to be 
a purpoſe grounded on foreknowledge, that is, wiſdom. And 
there cannot be an abſolute predeſtination or tore-defigning 
of perſons to an eng without Gov foreſig ht of the means, &c, 
becauſe his porver afts not without his ifm; and becauſe 
there is not in the whole courſe of nature anght to give us an 
idea ot ſuch a counſel. For where reſolves are made with. 
| our this in the na wal wetld, they carry names which it 
were blaſphemy to aflign to the all-wiſe Gov, Add to this 
that, as man is ſaid to have been made in the image of God, 
the nature ct his counſels muſt have the likeneſs of God's, 
in order to Fepreſent them tv us; and the ozginicn of ab/o{nte 
unconaitiomate d eeree , reprobating without any reſpet of inter- 
mediate eireumſtancee, muſt apprar ſo glaringly annatural, 
becauſe ſo cmmadio y to the nature of every wiſe propoſe of 
this human image, that it is impoſſible for it to be acſended, 
either upon the principles of $5 or common ſenſe. So that, not 
to mention how much the advocates ior ſuch partial ſalvation 
are concerned to recede from their crrer on account of its 
being full of ſuch blackening l eflecti ons on God's attributes 
and revealed invitations, as they cam get rid off, and asa 
humble Chriſtian can never willingly admit to be tree, 
one would think the common ſnſe ot things ſhould reclaim 
them fr-m ſuch cru and rmnatrral repreſentations of the 
fulneſs of grace. So far as men ccntend for the free juſtifi- 
fication of finners through the grace of Cunts, and I add, 
| his repeated, oft repeated, becauſe abundantly long-ſuffering 
grace, they are doubtleſs right. But for a man, who © never 
« eptered into the ſprings of the ſea—never had the gates of 
« hell opened to him", to account for the differences in their 
after behaviour, by the affertion of ſuch a partial ſalvation 
at firſt, is to ** condemn Gon that he may be righteous”, 
it is to contradidt $$, to take from Gop's word, to alter the 
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this earth on which we tread, I perceive, whilſt 
Its face or ſurface ſhall be oppoſed to this ſolar 
light and receive its rarifying beams, as a globe 
does the electric ſtream, it is impoſſible that it 
ſhould not be converted or turned about by theden- 
ſer medium of the propelling air, which ruſhes 
into the rarer, to give it its znclination or decli- 
nation. And here nature gives us the picture 
of the will, If ſhe ſhews us how ab/urd it is 
to ſuppoſe human nature capable of motion 
without a fmilar influence, ſhe ſhews that, if we 
would have natural ideas of the human will, 
which determines the aCtion of the microcoſm, 
our body, we muſt conceive that what the 
earth is under the light, the will of man is un- 
der illuſtrating evidence. There may in- 
deed be a raſh judgment to ſuperſede ſome 
previous one, which is the reaſon that men 

often 


plain meaning cf his rromĩſes and turn his encouragements 
and invitations to mockeries. Natwre tells us that 
grounds and wines may degenerate, though good and no- 
bl: once, and $$ has under theſe very ideas told us that, 
tho“ all have a liberty and grace in CurisST, which has 
UTSgeTreTrowoty, ſnperabounded, Rom. v. 20. yet they 
may, becauſe it informs us they actually have become dege- 
nerate plants, by turning their liberty into [icentionſneſs 
and running ont into a hurttul Iaxwriancy under Gon's long- 
ſuffer.ng. Ang the humble mind will reſt in the & account 
not afraid of being charged with derog ating from free grace, 
when it aſſerts freedom of will and liberty to be the conſe- 
quence of it; and believes that, tho" known unto Gon were all 
his works from the foundation of the world and ſettled or pre- 
diſpoſed accordingly, they are nevertheleſs condufted, like 
thoſe works prediſpoſed in nature, with perfect harmony and in 
a manner entirely conſonant to the maintenance and manifeſta- 
tion of al the livine attributes. 
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often follow what they cannot on a ſober view 
approve, in preference to their real intereſt or 
advantage. But ſtill, even in this caſe, the 
foul then wills or is minded to that, which at 
that very in/lant of time is thought, however 
erroneouſly, moſt ſubſervient to its preſent in- 
tereſt. For the /oul of man, which is in this 
very obſervable reſpect an image of the TRIUNE 
Gop and CHRIST, who came to do his Fa- 
ther's will, is ſo conſtituted (as the material 
trinity with the earth under their directing 
influence) that when one power has appre- 
bended the notices of things in words, and the 
ſecond power of collecting has complexed theſe 
notices, like a cloud of witneſſes, and conveyed 
them to the judgment, and when this third pow- 
er in this andivided eſſence of the ſoul has 
by a kind of fery trial ſeverely examined theſe 
notices one by one, as air is ſeparated and rare- 
fied by the fire, and when it has ſupplied the 
i with the reſult of ſuch judgment, with 
theſe notices thus examined and ſo with /ight 
on the ſubject, which is called &4now!letge, &c. 
it is, like the earth, neceſſarily converted or 
turned under ſuch /;ght, and made, like this, 
to incline to it or to decline from it, as it at 
that inſtant of time appears to and affeds it. 
With ſo much correſpondency with nature's 


ideas 
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ideas does the SS deſcribe the will (a) undet 
theſe three powers, with its actions, by the 
name of the earth and its motzons, 'There- 
fore it is certain that were the manifold c. 
dences of revelation thus carefully cal ected and 
thus duly examined, even as filver is tried 
and purified ſeven times in the fire, the 
CHRISTIAN REVELATION, deſcending like a 
perfectly pure light in nature's ideas, would 
ſo influence the will, that it would receive 
the irradiating truth, as the earth does the 
folar beams, and receiving CHRIS, the true 
LIGHT, would of neccflity obtain, from the 
faithfulneſs of GoD, the holy sI Rr, who 
is ever poured on the foul whom CHRIS 
ſhines his favour upon, - as the natural ſpirit 
or air is on things in a rarer medium, and 
having this heavenly direction would move 
under it, as the earth in its courſe, thio* every 
cloud of oppoſition, and have its affections in- 
clined (5) to God's teſtimonies. It would 
be forced to acknowledge with the P/almift, 
„ FROM (c) THE RISING UP OF THE SUN 
„ UxNTO THE GOING DOWN OF THE SAME 
c THE LORD's NAME ls TO BE PRAISED”, 
i. e. from his fir manifeſtation unto the finiſhing 
of his mighty work—and, whillt it fell down, 

like 


(a) For TIL ner, from whence VN Aneg cometh, 
(ſee Vol. I. b. 63. note (7) ) is che name of the wilh 
(6) P/. cxix. (c) u¹. 
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like Fob, (c) with all the humility that becomes 
duſt and aſhes, in a confeſſion of its own igno- 
rance, to ſay with Daniel, amidſt the triumph 
of revealed truth, BLESSED be the name 
«or Gor for ever and ever. For wisbom 
© and MIGHT are His. And HE changeth 
e the TIMES and the SEASONS : HE remo- 
ec yeth KINGS and ſetteth up KINGs: HE 
« giveth wisDOM unto the WISE and KNow- 
4 x EDGE to them that know UNDERSTAND- 
« Iv. He revealeth DEEP and sRcRET 
« things. HE KNOWETH what is in the 
« darkneſs and the LIT dwelleth with 
« Him. I thank THEE and praiſe THEE, 
« O Gop of my fathers, who haſt cryvex me 
« w1sDom and MIGHT”. 80 clearly would 
they experience that CHRISTIANITY, is what 
it is propoſed to be, mighty to Gor to the 
pulling down of firong holds, (e) a caſter down 
of REASONINGS and EVERY HIGH thing, 
(whether it be mind or kingdom) that not ac- 
knowledging () him, not calling on his 
NAME, (g) but devouring Jacob and laying 
waſte his dwelling place, exalteth itſelf again/? 
the XNOWLEDGE or Gop and a bringer into 
captivity of EVERY THOUGHT to the OBE- 
DIENCE of CHRIST, as demonſtrating in the 
| wonderfulneſs 


(e) Job. xlii, 6. (4) Dan, ii. 20, 27, 22, 23. 
(e) 2 Cor. &. 4, 65. (f) , lain, 6. v. 7+ 
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wonderfulneſs of his works (a) the HaTERSof 
the Lord to be LIARS, that all the earth 
may worſhip HIM, ſing of him and praiſe his 
NAME. For it appears anti- chriſtianity is begun 
with and founded in a /ie againſt the TRUTH, 
in the conceit of ſe!f- information, or of being 
wiſe by other (b) means than thoſe Gop has 
appointed and of a repugnanty in the Chrifttan 
ſyſtem to the natural ideas of things. Therefore 
it is as unable to withſtand this manife/lation 
of the truth in the conſcience as darkneſs is to 
ſtand againſt the morning light, It keeps up too 
its foul tyranny in a man, by prevailing with 
the inconſiderate to believe this (c) lie and 
to turn away from the true (d) light and to 
avoid examining his ſentiments and works i. 
it, by putting on a falſe appearance? There- 
fore it mult /o/e this dominion, whenever a man 
ſhall be diſpoſed thro' grace to view it in 
Gop's light, which thus diſcovers it and its 
ſeveral members, under their various names, 
in all their prepo/ierous di/tortion from revelation 
and nature, as the day does the deformity of 
bodies. The grand adverſary indeed, the prince 
of the power of darkneſs, who rebelled againſt 
the GopD-man, the HEAD of the creation, and 
has ever ſince (e) laid himſelf out to counteract? 

6 C the 


(a) Pſ. levi. 34. IXxIi. 18. (5) Gen, iii. 5. 

(e) 2 De. ii. 11. (4) Foh. iii. 18, 

(e) 2 Theſſ; ii. 4. arTIXE1jaevoc, one that lays diametrical 
eppoſite — 35 the eb is to the ſpirit, Gal. v. 17. or as alle 


ll * — 
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the purpoſe of God in CHRIS Jesvs, does 
in the laſt days exert his utmoſt «forts againſt 
Chriſtianity. For has he not ſeen that in 
throwing bum an nature at the fall, like the 
earth, into. darkneſs, he was but inſtrumen- 
tal to the manifeſtation of CHRIS in this Aa- 
ture, as the sux of righteouſneſs, with all the 
riches of ſatisfying mercy ; that his ſeducing of 
men at various times into foul rebellion has 
been made a means of affording inſtruction 
to others concerning Chriſſianity and ſupplying 
the church in the perſons of theſe, who ſuffered 
by their /in, with typical characters of the 
Lord Jesus? Has he not known that this 
impudent attempt againſt CHRIST and his ex- 
giting of the world to the perpetration of the 
moſt execrable murder of IEsus were made 

inſtru» 


to ſornd doctrine, 1 Tim, i. 10. being compounded of x#ai, 
6 jaceo, to lic” and arri, againſt, as a ſoldier in a trench 

againſt a fort (ſee Leigh) laying indeed an oppoſire founda- 
tion, as Bullinger Gays, . carrying on alſo oppoſite wor be, 
ſetting up a god againſt the true Gov, a Chriſt againſt 
the true CurisT, a light in oppoſition to God's light, a 
prieſthood againſt the tra prieſthood, a diref ion againſt God's 
direfion, a church againſt God's thurch, and a faith againſt 
the true faith ; ſo as to berepugnant to and to counteract the 
other, wholly arti, © ex adverſo”, by way of ſubſtituting a 
ſcheme of things in the ſtead a Chra%em 2 — 
this #86juev0g, laying, as a beſieget behind his erenches, in a 
ſpecious cover, —— which he works as the world is ſaid 
to lie in wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19.) againſt the counſel of 
Go, as a Satan, i. e. an adverſary, ſetting under this cover 
to ſtain ſonls, to divert them from the truth or right way, that 
they may fall the more certainly into the ſnares he thus fe- 


kr „ prepares. 


[ 931 ] 8 
inſtrumental in the courſe of divine ju/tice to 
execute its ſolemn ſentence upon /n and to 
procure it a /atisfa&tion for mens offence and 
their clearance, that CHRIST might be exalted 
to be a Prince and Sawiour and his church 
be eſtabliſhed in him; and that all the 
perſecutions of the church by his black 4 
gents and emiſſaries, were made ſubſervient 
to the increaſe of it and to the gradual ful- 
fillins of tne ſeveral prophecies concerning it. 
What then of enmity was left for this common 
adverſary to work, but to try to draw men 
from the faith of it, that they might not enjoy 
the benefits ſo dearly purchaſed, ſo wonderfully 
derived to us? What, but in order to hi, to 
put on the appearance of an angel of light, to 
ſet up a falſe church or ſynagogue, falſe apeſ- 
tles, falſe ſpirits and falſe gifts, and ſo by 
degrees in every age to corrupt the faith and 
teaching of Gop from its firſt ſimplicity, ſo far 
as to expoſe it by ſuch various miſcon/trudtions 
to be charged with contradi&ions and repug- 
nance to natural obſervations ; and having pre- 
pared men by the ſuggeſtion of ſuch corrup- 
tions and contradictions, inſinuated under the 
Pretence of their being the teaching, not of 
miſconſtruction, but of SS, to argue by another ſet 
of men from theſe ſuggeſted corruptions and 
miſrepreſentations of nature againſt Gop and bis 
e//ence and. his accounts of his works ſpiritual 
: 6C2 and 
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and natural; to ſeduce ſouls to to do what the 
heathens, wicked as they were, could not be 
brought to, to ſet up a H teaching, a fictitious 
natural light and religion and laws againſt 
God's light and religion and laws, even the wild 
creature of undiſciplined nature to worſhip, 
bow down or ſubmit to it and its image or im- 
preſſion or idea about religion and nature (which 
being only evil can only engender evil lufts, 
wars and fightings, tumults and impiety of 
life) and /o to reverence it and adore it with a 
(a) who is like unto the beaft ? who is able to 
make war with him ? as not to receive the 
revealed accounts of Gop and nature at all, 
or, if at all, only, as a falſe prophet, (b) to 
make them ſubſervient to the image of this 
wild creature, whoſe kingdom is full of dark- 
neſs ; (c of the old man, which in what it 
knows naturally, like a brute beaſt, corrupts 
itſelf: (e) and jointly to break out in dei/m, 
&c. into open blaſphemy againſt Gop and 
his NAME and his tabernacle and them that 
dwell in heaven; into war againſt the Lams and 
them that bear hi image and ideas and againſt 
nature and common ſenſe ® To accompliſh this 
therefore, is it not neceſſary, my ſoul, that 
Satan (f) himſelf ſhould, as the SS ſays he 

ſhould, 


(a) Rev. xiii. 4. (b) xvi. 13. (e) xvi. 10; 
(4) Jade, v. 10. (e) v. 13, 6. (f) 12, 9, 16, 
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mould, riſe up and employ all his ſerpentine 
inſinuations, jointly with the wild creature and 
the falſe prophet. And, even with all this 
combined army of lying ſpirits, how he ſhould 
ſucceed in the bringing about ſuch a thorough 
defeftion from Go, in the face of ſuch repeat- 
ed diſplays of divine truth and love and the 
common ſenſe of things, and all this as ſo much 
wiſdom and philoſophy, may be a matter of 
wonder to thee : more than how a man ſhould 
be of ſuch a mould as to be ſo diſſatisfied with 
the moſt exalted circumſtances in this world 
as to co-operate with the inſtruments of death 
to deſtroy his being. But how he has proſ- 
pered with all his beguiling ſubt:/ty, tho* in 
this but inſtrumental to fulfil the prophecies - 
concerning the ſtate of the world in the af? 
days, ſee the tears of the church, ſo miſerably 
rent, ſo frequently blaſphemed, affectingly de- 
clare. But if ſuch is the working of Satan, 
(g) oppoſing ſcience, falfly ſo called, to the tuiſ- 
dom of Gop, vain philsſopy to the divine and 
demonſtrably true account of nature, darkneſs 
to light, death to life, fin to helineſs, his na- 
gogue and kingdom to CHRIST's church and 
kingdom ; if the floads of ungodiineſs, (H on the 
one hand, litt up their waves thus high, behold, 
on the other hand, He, who is mightier than 


they, 


(g) 2 Theſſe ii, 9. 1 Tim, vi. 20, Col. ii, 8. (6) FE xeiii. 3. 


8 
they, Ht, who has ſaid «* the gates (i) of hell 
& ſhall not prevail againſt his church”, whoſe 
teſlimonies are (A) very ſure and againſt which 
theſe more vainly rive than the ſurge a- 
gainſt the rock— He, who commanded the 
kght to (1) ſhine out of darkneſs, who educed 
raghteouſneſs to man out of the / of man, 
Fife unto man from the death of man, Mill 
bringing good out of evil, maketh this very 
oppoſition and lie againſt Chriſtianity ſubſer- 
vient to the manifeſtation of the glory of his 
truth. For ſay, what can be a ſtronger argu- 
ment againſt any conceited ability in men to 
direct themſelves in the right way than the 
confuſed variety of oppoſite directions, which 
they move in, who profeſs to have and to 
exert this power? Becauſe is it clear, if they 
had by nature an idea of Gop and their duty, 
that they could want no more pro:f of theſe 
than I want of the exiſtence of the tree of 
which I have an idea? It is not leſs evident 
that, if it was eſſential to their nature to be 
thus directed to truth, they would be ſeen 
moving in this one direfiun, as much as all 
men are ſeen poſſeſſed with every ether eſſen- 
tial property, and it would have been no more 
difficult for them to have diſcovered true religion 


with this natural power of diſcovering it, than it 
is 


(6b) Matt. xvi. 18, (b) Pf. xciii, 3. 
(#) 2 Cor, iv. 6. 
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is for the eye to ſee a path, where there is the 
natural power of ſeeing. And methinks the 
preſent ſtate of the world ſeems to be as pre- 
paratory to the receiving of the truth, as the 
ſtate of the Jews and Gentiles was to CHRIST'S 
fir/t coming. For the more they croſs the 
word, as men once did the incarnate WORD, 
and the greater this variety of ſentiments is, 
the greater and more complete will their repug- 
rancy to nature and common ſenſe appear and 
the higher will the argument for the neceſſity of 
the revelation vie, ſo as to make it ſine, like a 
light in a dark place. For the further the 
night advances, the nearer we are to day? this 
being made in nature a means of bringing us 
to the gates of the /ight, Wherein nature pic 
tures it is /o with dark antichriſtian impiety. In 
its infant ſtate it might be, as it was, inſinuated 
and almoſt imperceptibly ſpread along with and 
under the ſhew of truth, as the darkneſs on its 
firſt approach, but it now grows up in ſo black 
a body of guilt to ſuch a height of monſtrous 
error and beſtial impiety, (m, exceeding far its ſia- 
ture in the heathen world, that it ſhews itſelf fo 


exalted 


{m) For we have ſeen from authorities, already cited in 
the preface and the notes, that it is to be remembered to the 
honor of the heathens, that they never pretended to the 
n 11nral diſcernment and direchion, which has been ſet up by 
the wild creature of human fancy in this 18th century, thag. 
bs as a dragon, tho' ſeemingly medera'e and meek in pow. 
er, becauſe having horns like a /amb, and has been ſo 140li- 
ed, as predicted, Rev, xii, 11, &c. See Benzelins's 
Expoſition, &c. 
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exalted in pride and fal/hood againſt all the ma- 
mfeft economy of Gop, that the feeble? ſight * 
may diſcern it. Therefore it cannot long 
fubſiſt,” but will be defiroyed by the sI RI 
of Gop's mouth and by the power of his word, 
magnified in all the Hine of its evidence and 
amidſt the accompliſhment of all the predicted 
viſitations on an ungrateful world? Nay, this 
very contradiction to Gop and nature which is 
ſet up under the name of natural direction, in 
the calamities it produces, ſuch as miſconcep- 
trons of duty and interęſis, envyings, firife, 
contentiont, wars, &c. is and will be made, 
like the idolized powers of the heavens of old, 
to deſtroy its worſhippers. For behold the ſo- 
lemn events which are now bringing forth out 
of the womb of theſe travailing ages. SooN will 
the ſolemn commiſſion be executed; (n) Thruſt 
in thy fickle and reap, for the time is come for 
thee to reap : for the harveſt of the earth is ripe. 
SOON will the awful mandate be performed; (and 
what is a more natural expectation than that 
of a harveſ and a vintage in a ſyſtem analogous 
to this of ature?) Gather the clufters of the vine 
of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe, 
Soon will the. VIALs of wrath be poured out 
and be followed by the JUDGMENT of Bapy- 
LON, by the FINAL RAGE of the BEAST. (or 
wild creature) and his DESTRUCTION and by 

the 


(1. Rev. xiv. 153 18. 
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the I PING of SATAN. „ O how great 


& are theſe things (e) how port the time 
„ WHaT is it then we | ſtand moſt iff 
© need of? WisDOM, PATIENCE, FIDEL1- 
«K TY, WATCHFULNESS, It cannot, it muſt 
% ut be that we ſhould: continue ſettled on 
© our /zes, This is no agreeable reflec- 
« tion to fleſh and Blood. The wiſe, the migh- 
„ ty, the noble of this world are aftoniſhed 
«" when they are told there will soon be a 
« great CHANGE, Nevertheleſs the things 
« which fall be, Rev. i. 19. WILL EE. 
O!] that men were, as they ſhould be, watch= 
ful under the approach of ſuch awful events, 
that they may be found walking in this revealed 
truth, which has ſuch a determining evidence 
and ſhall have ſo glorious a victory, that the 
truth of Gop ſhalt be ſeen to abound, through 
every lie, (p) to the glory of Gon, who, the* 
() men believe not, abideth faithful; and to ſet 
off the beauty of this (r) virgin truth, of this 
triumphant go/þel, which predicts this oppoſi- 
097 GD tion 


(e See them collected with great. candor and judgment, 
by Bengelins in his Introdudtion to his Expoſition &. By 326g: 
337. 

(a) Rom, iii. (4) 2 Tim. it. 18. 


% They, who are pwified dne the track, are. compan 
to a chaſte. virgin, 2 Cor. xi. 2. as perſons, who, bave * 3. 
away from it and adulter ated it, ate to Whores, &. 

it is to be obſerved, that the human nature of CurisT,. wh 
was pure and andefiled, who was the truth and the BET 


LAT 


1 
{ 

| 
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tion and brings to light the hidden (s) things of dark= 
neſs and makes ſo manife/? the counſels of the 
heart,juſtas the darkne/ſs,when oppos'd to the light, 
ſerves but the more clearly to manifeſt its ſplen- 
der. And to beſo watchful, how cautious muſt they 
be, leſt they ſhould be led to aſk a teſtimony ſpi- 
ritual things aannot have, or to inſiſi upon having 
every particular thing in SS made out to them 
before they will believe its d/vineoriginal: which 
is a thing the adverſary often tempts men to 
make a preliminary to their faith, Becauſe, if 
we have ſeen the abſurdity of the former re- 
queſt, this /atter is evidently not a wiſer de- 
mand than that I ſhould have made, if I had 
inſiſted upon having the fitneſs of every particu- 
lar thing in this ſyſtem of nature made out to 
me, before I had believed that Gop made the 
worlds; tho' it is clear that then no man ( as none 
knows them all could ever believe it; and tho? 
the belief of the latter ſtands on no other au- 
thority than the belief of the former. It is not 
a wiſer procedure than to call for a diſcovery of 
the manner how this Y nan body or the body 

of 


the church, which was to be eſpouſed of Gop and by which a 
holy ſeed was to be raiſed up unto the Lon p, is often typiſi- 
ed under the figwre of a virgin, wndefiled by man, yet to be 

onſed and to bring forth children, Gen. xiv. 16.— 2 Sam, 
xii. 2. I. Ixii. 8. FP. Aly. 14. as, at other times, under 
the figure of a mother, May we be found in CnnisT the 
—_— in the truth, not defiled with women, i. e. with ſpiri- 
1 1 againſt the Lon p, but following the Lany 
whitherſoever he goeth, Rev. xiv, 4. q 

dr. iv. 5. 
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of that plant is put together, and of -the uſe 
and end of every member and fibre, before I 
will admit them to be the work of the Lord 
of heaven. For in ſuch a demand men do 
not take into their account their own igno- 
norance and miſconception of things and at beſt 
finite apprebenſions, and yet pretend to reaſon 
from them ; as if it would be right for me to 


argue from my ignorance of the uſe of a part 


of the creation againſt the creation, or from my 
ignorance of the fitneſs or end of this or that 
member or fibre againſt its being the work of 
Gor. Whereas as men infer (though it is 
upon revealed data they do it) this ſyſtem to 
be the work of Gop, from the inability of the 
creature to make itſelf and then humbly con- 
template it and examine into the propriety of 
its ſeveral parts, to trace the wi/dom of the Author, 
ſo perſons ſhould, I perceive, according to our 
conduct in natural enquiries, fit conſider how 
clearly the em of revelation is in like manner 
to be inferred to be the work of Gop, from 
man's inability to have diſcovered the notices of 
divine things, of right and wrong, which are 
actually in the world and to have conſttucted 
a language to reaſon by, nay, even to have 
been rational creatures by nature, and then 
ſhould proceed humbly to examine. its con- 
tents, not with a view to raiſe an objection 
againſt its divine authority, but to increaſe their 
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Pibrbtlge of the "wonders of grace, thut they 
may tell them \to'their children. For the con 
Aon from the inubility of man in the one cafe 
Agalnſt 'derfm is us ſolid as the inference is in 
the other agalniſt atheiſm. For when ſuch a 
Bumble heart is found, as will lock back into 
the Tiſe of its own not ices and from ſuch reflec- 
tion is convinced it could not he and is not any 
more the cauſz of theſe to itſelf, than it was ar 
is the cauſe of light to its body (which is a mat- 
ter of fat) then how eaſy is the proc of the 
Hivine original of the Chriſtian revelation! 
Would it not in brief ſtand thus? I know no- 
ve thing of ſpiritual things or laws or language 
« myſelf; my #nowledge is all derived (how- 
te ever afterwards complexed in the mind) from 
cc Aucution or tradition, in order to make 
<© me capable of obſervation ; and therefore it 
« muſt have come originally from the f- 
ec teacher, (t) Gop. And this #nowledge muſt 
| have 


That the primitive Chr iſti ant aſcribed their knowledge 
of God, &c. to the tradition of revelation from the proto- 
plaſ, Adam, is plain from Irenens, I. 2 p. 1:9, &c. Juſt. Mart. 
Apol. 1. Damaſtenus therefore ſpeaking. of the ort hoden 

th, J. r. c. 2, 1. ſaxs, ** Gop firſt by the law and the pro- 

© phets and then by his only-begottea Soy, our Go and 
« S4vioer : Jusv3'Cxnisr, (as much as our infirmity is ca- 
ec pable of here) manifeſted to us the knowledge of himſelf 
c. 3. P. 8. It came be that We can heck or. underſtand 
au thing of Cop beſides what in the divine oracles of the 
« od and new teſtament are declared and manifeſted to us”. 
Origen againſt Co, fays, 1.7. p. 360. % Without the reve- 


#* lation of GOD Gop is NnoT'xNowN”, Again, ws 
ew 
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tc have come at firſt, as it now does, tha from 
cn ſource different from ſenſa, yet by the chan · 
« nels of the ſenſes and, conſequently, | by the 
medium of ideas taken from objects in nature, 
« created with ſome reſemblance to yield them 
and to repreſent things to my ſenſes. And being 
ce once reveal'd it muſt be continued by ene of theſe 
three ways, in order to be incorrupt 3 fünf, by 
tradition of things from father to ſan, with 
< ſome memorials of them under the -direc- 
cc tion of men, who could have recourſe to Gop 
<< for inſtruction in doubtful matters; — or ſecond- 


* h, 


ſhew (which intimates they did not then concede a natural 
diſcernment to infidels and ſo give up the main evidence of 
revelation ) ** that human nature is not avTacrns, ſelf-ſuſfi- 
« cjent ro ſeek GoD Any how, and to find him out clearly, 
e by Him that is ſought"'— So that if we 2d to 
theſe the authorities already cited, it is clear the doctrine of 
natural knowledge, exclufive of traditional revelation, is a 
young impoſtor. For it muſt be remembered that Gop him- 
Telf in the old teſtament appeals to a tradition of his fame, 
&c. Joſh. ii. 11.—ix. 9. I/. xl. 27, 28. vi. 19. Fey. xviii. 
23. amongſt the nations; and Fob reſolves his knowledge into 
it, r. Xxviii, 22, — xlii, 83. Cats himſelf ſays, he ſpake 
what things he had heard, Fobn vili. 26. So FF. vliv. 1.— 
lexviti. 3. &c. The geſpel grounds the knowledge of whar 
the world by wiſdem knew not, 1 Cor. i. 21. Gal. iv. 8. upon 
the hearing of © the fooliſhneſs of preaching” ; and the con- 
demmation is not for refuſing to follow a ſuppoſed nataral light, 
but for not coming to Cxn1sTthe /ight, not tor not finaing truth 
themſelves, but for not hearing him, who is the truth, 1 Cor. xiv, 
21. As iii. 23. 2 Theſſ. ii. 18. iii. 6. and for nat obſexving the 
traditions of the apoſtles and prophets, but ſubſtituting tradi- 
tional evil to traditional trath, Cal. ii. 8. &c.” And there 
cannot be a groſſer deluſion than to think and a more unnatu- 
ral and palpable falſbooù than to m, „that we can how 
the exiſtence or mind of another, whom we ſee not, wwithous 
„ hearing”. 
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« , by the writing of men, who produced .- 
<« yacles in confitmation of their miſſion, to re- 
cord it in theſe natural ideas ;— or thirdly, by 
« handing down revelation, thus written in natu- 
cc ral ideas or repreſentations from time to time, 
upon the irrefutable evidence ariſing from men's 
<« inability to have diſcovered what they poſſeſs 
and from the neceſſity there is for ſuch a reve- 
cc /ation, from the prediftions in it, the miracles 
accompanying it and its demonſtrable correſ- 
cc pondency in every reſpect with nature. But the 
fr is not my caſe, neither the ſecond, and 
<< therefore the third muſt be. And, up- 
< on the moſt diligent enquiry, the 88 have the 
cc only claim to be this revelation from heaven, 
cc becauſe in the earlier ages given by the wo 
ac former methods and now evidently continued 
c by the latter means; the only title to be the 
ce woRD of the moſt high Gop to the nations, 
< like the eſſential wokRD manifefied, in order 
« to be accommodated to or conſtitution and 
« ſtate and to znite divine things to natural, in 
& earthy ſimilitude to our common-ſenſe and to be 
ce the glorious (a) voice, which GOD will 
« cauſe to be heard and after which every of 
tc mens thoughts and words and adtians ſhould be 
< reformed.” Powerful (b) teſlimony ! opened 
indeed in the heaven to point out Chriſtianity, 
revealed in holy 88, to be the fi- born of the 

works 


. Ta. xxx. 30. {b) Rev. xv. 5. 


1943.) 
works of Gon, and to which all others are ſub. 
ſervient, even the (c) gigantic body of blaſ- 
pheming 


(c) Hence the giants with their monſtrons hands and feet, 
with 24 fingers al toes, are in trodueed in the typical hiſtory 
of the ſpiritual wars of the monſters of infidelity againſt 
the true David, i, e. beloved one, CynrisT, 2 Sam. xxi. 
do. 1 Chron, xx. 6. Perhaps their repugnancy to our 
common: ſenſe of things and the courſe of Gop's diſpenſations 
in the natural world will appear the more glaring to my 
reader, if he ſhall ſee the miſbaped limbs of the monſtrous 
body of infidelity, which correſpond no better with one ane- 
ther than they do with & or natnre, in one view. I mall 
therefore endeavour to give him a shetch of it; fora volmme 
would not be ſufficient to recount its ſeveral prepoſterons 
parts. And from what I have ſeen of this ſtrange ibi, 
called natural religion or deiſm, I apprehend it may be ſaid, 
without being liable to any charge of miſrepreſenting it, that 
was its advocate to make a confeſſi:n of his faith, it wo 
run thus. 

« x, I believe that all ideas of things do and muſt come 
« from ſome repreſentation of them to our bodily ſenſes, and 
« yet that I have ideas of what I hold never to have been 
« repreſented to or ſet before any of them, viz. of Gov, of 
te the nature and manner of his exiſtence, of the creation of 
the world, of the divine will and ceconomy, and, of courſe, 
of man's duty and obligations. For, 

« 2, I believe that I bave a light not ſhining like other light 
1 from withoxt to enlighten me and diſcover things, but bern 
« with me and ſpringing up within me to give me a prof. 
« pe of them; and therefore, 

« 3. I believe a fort cauſe of my own demonſtrating or 
46 fading out, whom I never ſaw or touched, and hold »s 
« perſon to have ever heard declaring his exiſtence and nature 
* and will. For I hold it contrary to the fitneſs of thinzs that 
« the heavenly Father ſhould ever once ſpeak to, much leſs in- 
« truck his child, And, 

« 4.1 believe this heavenly eſſence which ſnpports, that is, 
«© bears man (though I cannot away with another's bearin 
c our ſin upon him) exiſts in one perſon or agent only; thy* 
« I ſee in natwre life cannot be ſupported by one. 

« 5, I believe, as I can ſquare rhe circle of his attributes 
« and find out the longitzde of his counſels, that he wills and 
« zoes nothing in the ſpiritnal world, but what appears clear 


* ww 


e 
pheming and ſuperſtitious infidelity. ; For che 
correſpondency between the ſyſtem of nature and 
| the 


« tomy aniuſtructed ſoul tobe. fitting he ſhould will and do, 
c tho* he. does this very evidently in the nataral world. | 
© 6, L believe that my nature came with all its impare incli- 
« nations from the hands of the infinitely pare God: thoꝰ 
in nature pure ſtreams only come from pure fountains. 

%. 1 believe that whatever endowments of. mind m 
« inward man has or is to have, he is born with; tho? I 
« ſee man comes naked into the world —or, in other words, 
« that the gronnd of the heart wants no ſeed of knowledge or 
c virtue from withont ; tho" in nature there will then be no fruit. 

„ 8, I believe, (though I muſt confeſs I fall ſbort dail 
4 of what I ought to be) that haman nature never fell; = 
<« that all accounts of its fall are mere fables and improbable 
« {tories. And ſhould. I grant the fall of one. 

« g. I believe the branches which come from the root or 
« ſtock are neither fallen with it nor partakers of its nature: 
tc tho? in this world it is indeed. otherwiſe. And 

© 10, I believe what blackens and defiles the inward man 
c can be done away without any external means of pariſica- 
4c tion, without any Jun of righteouſneſs rifing to clear it, 
<« or any fountain of living waters from ſome pierced fide to 
« waſh it away. Becauſe I hold it repugnant to the fitneſs 
« of things that a man ſhould be. obliged to another for any 
« Iuſtye, or that «nxther ſhould: be pierced for to give him a 
<« means of purity : tho' indeed things are whitened and 
4 cleanſed. 1hus in the zatwral world. For 

« xx, I believe the impare nature cleanſes itſelf and that 
© the inward man begets himſelf by ſome previous works of his 
into a ffate of favour with Gop, without receiving any 
« foiricxal birth to ſuch ſtate thro' the. painful, travails 
« and. ſufferings of another : though indeed in the courſe of 
4% nature men are thus born into this ſtate. 

© 12, I believe a man can have a ſpiritxal image without. 
« being obliged to receive it from another, who firſs bore it 
«in perfection to put it upon him: tho? the oztward man 
« has not this prerogative. Therefore 

© 13. I believe that he can live to Gop without bearing 
« or being found in this image put upon him; and (hat is a 
more extraordinary priviege) without any quickemng [piris 
« reccived. from dit h and daily. renewed to him. For it 
„ ſeems not fitting nor agreeable to the ideas of things, 


© thoꝰ indeed in n ure there is ſome wnſiineſs in ſuppoſing 
* a man 


\ 


__- hn ole. 
the ſyſtem of grace will be kept up in order to 
maintain this evidence, until it has had its 
6 E triumph 


« a man to live otherwiſe than in ſome derived 77 or 
4 form _ by the inſpiration of the breath or ſpirit of this 
. World. 

14. I believe that the ways of reftitude, which the in- 
©« ward man ſo born and ſo living is to walk in to another 
« ſtate (if theſe ways do lead to another place or ſtate) are 
© not firſt made by Gop and then manifeſted by ſame. re- 
©« vealing light from without, but lic in an entirely new 
© manner marked out within the breaſt of the walker, for his 
© feet to make advances and take ſteps in them z and that to 
«© hold the contrary is not fitting: though on earth it is tu 
% that the ways, which always lead to another place, are 
* wont to lay commodiouſly evithoxt ws for our feet to walk 
« in on. | F " 

. © 15, I believe the inward man wants no ſpititual proviſies 
& from aught, under the form of a bread of life. that has 
gone thro' much fire and ſuffering to be made ſo, or any 
« ſtream of ſatisfying and refreſbing love under the form of 
© dine, or juice of what has undergone a wine pre, to 
« comfort and exhilarate his drooping ſpirit, For it ſeems to 
* me to be contrary to the — fieneſs of things : though 
c jt is true that in the diſpenſations of Gop towards man in 
« this world it is fitting he ſhould have both to ſuſtain os 
5 chear him, when ready to faint in his goings. For 

4 16, I believe the inward man can be in no circumſtances 


© that can deject him with ſuch doubts of living unto Gop, ian 


his favour and love, as to rendey ſuch external means of com- 
« fort or &c. neceſſary; and that therefore all faintines of 
£ this kind are unreaſonable inventions of human craft and 
©« impoſſible in the very nature of things: though I maſt 
* muſt confeſs that the outward man is, in the conrſe of nature, 
4 liable to wants and ſo framed as in certain caſes to 
© be ſubjett to be caſt down and enfeebled under ay appre- 
„ henfion of loſing this life, without timely relief. 
. « 19, I believe that it is alſo againſt all reaſon for the 
* child to uſe the voice or bow the knee. or ſtretch forth 
te the hands in a wy of pleading and petition to the. Father 
« of ſpirits; and to think he has any ſervants of his own ap- 
„ pointment to miniſter unto his family; and that he never 
% did or does require their aſſembling together in communion 
« before him, to receive his favours or take his directions, in an 
&« orderly 
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Fiumphy in the power of it, over Autichriſ in 
its various forms; until Satan ſhall be ſo hound 
down 


& orderly manner, and at ſtated times of his and not the 
« children's appointment. For 

4 18. I beheve the inward man knows his heavenly Fa. 
te ther's mind without his divalging it and may ſeparate him- 
* ſelf from his brethren without incurring his diſpleaſure. 
& Becauſe 
19. I believe that if he pays every of his creditors their 
&« own, or fo far as he thinks it agreeable to the firneſs of 
& things to pay and behaves tolerably civil to his neighbours, 
© that he difVarges his duty to his Father and his family, 
© be his love for them as moderate as it may. For 
„ 20. 1 believe when the times of committing offences 
in this great kingdom of the world ſhall end and the crimi. 
* nals be judged (if it is fitting to think the great Aing of all 
the earth ſhould, for the well ordering of this kingdom, 
« bring 1 unto jadęment) that the ſubjett will never 
© be asked what it thought of his king. or the child of his 
« ſpiritual Father or the mother church Sow he obeyed their 
c. ders and behaved himſelf in the kingdom or family to thoſe 
ac he was committed to the cars of; in what man- 
* er he received his portion from their hands and laboured 
« after the edification of the whole in faith and peace and 
&« ove; in ſhort, whether he behayed like a ſubjeck, that 
4 ſought to be himoxred of his king and like a ſor, that 
* looked to ſucceed to the heavenly inheritance, or, like a 
« rebel, riotouſly following perverſe inclinations and ſetting 
<< up his own will in the face of the royal proclamation and 
« the ſolemn orders of his government.” 

Theſe articles are part of his creed, amongſt a great num- 
ber of others, ſuch as thinking to ſmcceed to an inheritance 
of blifs, to which he has no natwral right, otherwiſe than 
by will that the death of the ſpiritual teſſator is not 
neceſſary to make the will or legacy good that it is not fit- 
ting there ſhould be any viſible means or inſtitutions to ſeal it 
or that it ſhould, in conſequence of being ſealed, be delivered 
with all the riches of grace for our benefit—that under a 
evill fo ſealed we ſhould hold our title, &c. &e. which, thro? 
= wanztonneſs of ſentiment, prevail in theſe times. And 
#heſe may be ſufficient, I think, to convince any mind open to 
conviction of the extreme abſurdity of thoſe favourite opini- 
ens, which bigotted men would thruſt upon the world for ſo 

much natural religion and ſenſible doctrine, as well as of the 
great and unwarrantable credulity of them, who tall. to — 
9 
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dium by the means of Chriſtian warfare, 
which “ are not carnal”, by the reſtraining 
force of the word as illuſtrated by nature, 
that he cannot Tie againſt it, with one 
foul objection out of all his depths (d) to 
deceive the nations, Therefore, as there are 
wolves that come to ſpoil the flack in the ſyſ- 
tem of nature, ſo there will be wild ſpirits that 
ſpoil the Chri/tian faith in the ſyſtem of grace 
as there are foxes in the one, that. hurt the 
tender grapes of the vineyard and deſtroy the 
poultry in the ben-houſe, ſo there will be foung 
in this other ſimilar crafty hedge-breaking ſpurits, 
that enter not by the door, but climb into the 
vineyard of the church and mix with thoſe whom 
ChRISsT would gather, as a hen does her chickens 
under her wings, and feek to pluck off the 
green buds, the young profeſſors. And as there 

6E 2 are 


againſt faith: and fo upon the whole, that infidels train at a 

nat, for which there is no reaſon in nature, and in truth 
3 a camel, May every of theſe men conſider the fir/# 
part of the firſt article of this Creed, may be actepr with 
thankfulneſs the revelation it ſhews the neceſſity of, inſtead 
of turning againſt it the very anguage he niuft have had 
from it, | becauſe of this or that apparent difficulry to fo 
young a diſciple in the ſchool of heavenly wiſdom. May he 
ſubmit to the doftrines it teaches and to the mitral repreſen- 
tations it gives us of them and thus exchange the creed of 
abſurdir:-:, ſwallowed only by the enſlaved credulous, for the 
reaſonable ſervice of the Chriſtian faith, in the * form of found 
words”, So with this change of faith ſhall he receive 2 
change of ſtate in GoÞD's fight from being clouded with 
gtilr to a clearance in Cunts, the light, and, through this 
ghange of ſtate, receiye the $y181T to work a change in his 

„ as a ſeal and confirmatign of this faitk. 
" {4) Rev. ii. 244 
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are creatures which love not the brighteſt fun 
in the one, as repugnant to their dark purpoſes, 
ſo there are and will be, in the other, men, who 
refuſe the moſt ſhining light of truth and wage 
war againſt Chriſtianity, under the black ban- 
ner of the prince of darkneſs, though it is thus 
to their own defirufion and to the manife/tation 
of the truth of Gop and of the propriety of 
his revelation. 
May their number be few, may I contribute 
to len it by utging this evidence from 
analogy, or at leaſt to ſtir up others more for- 
cibly to preſs the teſtimony, that this know- 
ledge” and underſtanding may ſpread and pre- 
vail ; ; and that men may ſee that, if they ſpeak 
againſt Gop, ſurely they ſhall be ſwallowed up. 
For when we look thus through nature's glaſs, 
how ſtrongly does the abſurdity of the claims 
and objections of deiſm, as well as the tenets of 
paganiſm and the impiety of Arius, Socinus and 
Mahomet appear ! And how powerfully are the 
weak confirmed in the faith! how are they brought 
to have their converſation in heaven, by con- 
vincing them, that whitherſover we turn our 
eyes in the various ſcenes of this vi/ible king- 
dom of nature, whoſe duration is but like (a) 
that of a drop of the morning dew, that was ſo 
lately pendent on the graſs around me, we 
have a view, as in the dew of the parti-colour- 
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ed light, ſo herein of the true n, CunrIgT: 

of his more excellent and ſpiritual kingdom, 
which gave birth unto this—of the wondrous 
works of redeeming mercy characteriſed in 
theſe /ignatures of nature, (as inward grace is 
in the outward ſign of the ſacraments) to fur- 
niſh us with true ideas of what our faith is 
required to and to Het us the tri-une Gop; 
to enable us to reaſon right from theſe given 
ideas and to repreſent to us their # mar life- 
giving ceconomy, as we fit down in our hou- 
ſes, by the way as we wall in this our 
pilgrimage, (5) when we riſe wþ or 
when we lie down. So that our ſouls, which 
for want of this (c) underſtanding will have 
vain thoughts, may have the moſt interefling, 
becauſe eternal objects ſupplied to them, to en- 
gage their contemplation and moſt fervent defire 
and unremitted prayer, as well as to excite 
our moſt grateful praiſes, whilſt we are fol- 
lowing our reſpective callings in this ſhadow 
of a world. For 


However they, who to the idol form 

Of corrupt reaſon, as to INBORN LIGHT, 

1% Nature's reverſe”, ſelf-worſhipping bow down, 

Creation's END behold not, nor the things 

Of Gop, of luſtre far tranſcendent, ſee 
Refle- 


- (b) Dent. vi. 5. (e] Ecclefraftic, wi. 2. 


& + 

Reflebied in its glaſs; yet CHRIST*AN TRUTH, 
With argument effectual to plead 
To judgment moſt inquiſitive, if fair, 
Its ſacred birth and title to our faith, 
Againſt the wanton ſhapes of wnbelief, 
More formleſs than was 1/ra'Ps ſhame of old, 
Than Rimphan, Dagon or than Niſroch was, 
Nergabor, Afhima or Tartak, once 
With N:bbaz in Samaria high-plac'd, 
Deſcends with night the ſilent world to teach 
In fable characters, and from the fars 
On man in radiating order Hines. 
She breaks with day and glitters in its beam, 
With lightning flaſhes and in thunder ſpeaks ; 
Gives of herſelf loud witneſs in the orm 
And in the breeze, ſtill as the gaſpel's voice, 
Whiſpers the heav'nly promiſe ; on the heart, 
Hard as the clodded gl:be, diſtils in der 
And drops down in rain; her well tim'd counſel 
In each ſucceeding ſeaſon opens wide; 
In countleſs tribes of air and ſea and earth 
Her various leſſons urges, as to Job; 
In ſportive lambs and kids and in the teams 
Of oxen labouring flow o'er furrow'd lands; 
Dows wiſdom in the ſowers liberal hand 
Far double harve/t ; and her ſons inſtructs, 
When harmleſs flocks are in the village ear d, 
Or in the houſe of ſaughter meekly die, 
To feed the ſayers purpled with their gore; 
Grows in our garden and in fields ſhoot forth, 

«hag e In 
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In flew'rs and graſſy ſpires, and in each branch 
Fruit-laden ſpreads her doctrine on the „gbr; 
With mountains riſes to enlarge our view 
And humbly lectures in the fertile vaſe, 
Drinking deſcendingrills ; indeep-wroughtmines 
Works ſecret information to the ſoul ; 
In bubbling foxntains ſprings, in every fream 
Her current teems and with the ocean ſwells, 
Filling the earth, as (4) waters widely ſpread 
Over the vaſt capacious ſea, with pure 
And heav*n-derived &nowledge of the Loxp; 
Whence truths, like rivers, flow from various 

mouths, 


And into which they're thus reſoly'd again. 


And with what dz/;zgn ? that his body, the 
church, ſurrounded with this powerful demon- 
ſtration of the exceeding riches of his illuminat- 
ing truth, may ſing loud praiſe and joyfully 
« fay, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY JeHoVaH (e 
« (GOD) ALLIES of het, the whole earth i 
« full (J) of thy GLORY” ; and that by this 
church his manifold wiſdom”, (which could not 
be diſcovered but by theſe external maniſeſta 
tions of it) might be 4nown- to the princi- 1 
palities and powers in heavenly places, atcord- 1 


%) IE.. A. 9. | N 
(e) 2 the SFLF-SUBSISTER: all other effences and = 
things ſubfiſting by this GopurAp, by theſe three holy x «2- | J 
sons, as their AL KI Allie, without whole aid they na 11 
Fall and be deſtrey ed. = 
FL. 3. | 
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« ing t0 the ETERNAL PURPOSE, which he 
« purpoſed (before our birth, before any (g) 

revelation: of it to us or in us) in CRRLST 
„„ „ 8 
Indeed of the fullneſt of the revelation of 


this incarnate Gon, who, as infidelity is dark- 


neſs and has no, light in it, is LIGHT and has 
no darkneſs.in him, what a ſmall portion does 
my underſtanding yet apprehend z through that 
ignorance and darkneſs we are born in; it being 
with us as it was with the creation, darkneſs 
and evening i before it is morning ( It 

| bears 


) Hence Biſbep Brownrigg, a ſtar of great magnitude in 
Worry obſerves to ſhew the preventing freeneſs of the 
light. << *Tis not ſaid we ſought it or diſcovered it, but it 


* < brake. in, and ſhined upon . grogienſ and freely; we 


« never thought of it, or ſo much as wiſbed it As when 


4 Moſes came to the Hebrews in Egypt, they never looked 


« for him: they wondered that Gov ſhould ſend any to viſit 
C them—'Thus we are deſcribed © A people that ſate in dark. 
« neſs, never ſtirred hand or foot to make towards it—His 
« ſpiritual and redeeming mercies they are all preventing 
4 mercies — His thoughts of love to «# were his eternal 
& thoughts, and from everlaſting Hz loved us before we 
c loved him, nay before we could love owrſelves or had our 
« being ; we bad a being in his love before we had a being in 
ac ourſelves—Theſe ſpiritual. mercies are like thoſe merciful 
4 and miraculous-evwres, which Cxr1sT wrought upon the ſab- 
cc bath-day-—he. wrought them all anſong be to, offered his 
£ help #narked—as to the man of Betheſda, © Wilt thou be 
60 — whale ? So to the woman bowed down by Satan, 
« Woman, thou art looſed from thine infirmity*, when ſhe 
cc never thought of it—So to the man with the withered hand 
« © Stretch forth thine hand, and it was cured when he 
« never expeRed it: and to the man born blind - All theſe were 
cc _ in a gracious preventin — youu = like 
„ Hannah, weeping, praying an ggrng for a Son, but we 
« may all ſay, - the Shunamite ſaid to Eliſha, © did I de- 
4 fire a Sox of my Lon Do?“ Fol, I. p, 135=163, &c. 
( Bernard, | 
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bears leſs proportion to the abundance of the 
heavenly :/lumnation there is b hind, than the 
day- breaſ does to the fubſequent ſhine of the 
meridian luſtre ;., leſs than the portion of light, 
which now encixcles my body and fills my eye, 
does to the vaſt circumference. of viſible glory, 
which fills the radiant firmament, and whoſe 
6 going (i) forth is from the end of the 
ys heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of 
< 6... little have we ſeen of this triumphant 
manifeſtation of the wiſdom of CHRIS, (the 
true (4) Jeboiada, who is the ESSENCE and 
„KNOW ET,“) by this analogy of nature. For 
how great are the works of HIM that fitteth 
upon the ci ircle. of this earth, whoſe inhabitants 
are as graſhoppers ; that frretcheth. out theſe, 
heavens 'as 4 curtain and ſpreadeth it as a tent 
to dwell in z that bringeth the princes to nothing, 
gud maketh the judges of the earth vanity! How 
wonderful in counſel is this Creator of the ends 

of the earth, of whoſe under/tanding_there it 10 
(1) ſearching. It would therefore be abſurd to 
think, if ſo little of Gop's works in the Alem of 
nature is known, that there Hhould not be 


"(G3 PV Kix. 6. (8) 2 Kin. xii. 2. the name 9 — M 
pical prieft, who: indo as the typical king," Jehoaſh 
who was to hgve the fire of the Logo and to be ſlain by his 
ſervants, like Cux1sT) in what was right in the erde (not 
of himſelf but of the Lon d, in order to the repairing of the 
breaches, made for Iſrael's ſin in the —_— * A of tha 
body of Carat: . 

(4 I/a. xl. PIT xliv. 24. a 


954 
much of the grand „item of grace, which tis 
is but a part of, unknown to us. And hall ir 
be tol! him that I, a brether of worms, ex- 
ceeding]y far, lefs than Elibu, 15 (m) who 


know not. how to order my ſpeech aright, be- 
cauſe of darkneſs ? No, furely without the love 
of my Mediator, who is my WisDom, I ſhould 
be  ſepallowed up. And yet methinks, notwith- 
ſtanding the weakneſs and imperfection there 
will be before God in the meditations of one, 
my is not able, to think any thing as of him- 

lf ; they have a /+ ufficiency of Gop to prove 
Jesus to be the CHRIS TJ; to evince ſeHoVaH, 
our kinſman and redeemer, who formed us 
"From the wothb, to be Nr that fruftrateth 
BY the i tokens df the liars and mteth diviners () 
de mad; that rurnub the wiſe men backward 
and maketh their knowledge fooliſh; that con- 
ry Ymeth the wok p of his ſervant and-performs 

"2h the counſel of his meſſengers.“ For now 
may we exultingly fay, O death-ful unbelicf; 
Where! is thy Ning? O grave, of earthy wiſdom, 


Where is thy Vitfory ? or with the dpo/tle, (o) 
W i 189 ile ? toy ib feribe ? whive 


ue diſputer f this * world ? Hath not Gop 


Faiſed hig trutb in CHRIST and given it the 
Selor) Has he not made voou⁴⁰ the wile 


dom of the h 0 according io, Jus ſolemn. 


S913 10 4 fre 090.4 217 10 
9 29 ©. {+ 65 * 152 4. or 4 12 \L + . Purpoſe, 
(m) Job xxxvii. 19, 20. | (n). J. bv. 25, Ke 4 


(o) x Core is 19, &c, 


1955 
purpoſe, when he declared, I wil -DBSTROY 
p) the wispo of the wisz, and will 'BRING 
ro NOTHING. the UNDERSTANDING of the 
PRUDENT ? Yes, the woRLD (q)fights with 
CHRIST againſt you, ye untwiſe; the NN 
TURE you have boaſted to follow is made 
his WEAPON (r) againſt you, to de/froy your own 
conceits, which we are ſo often and ſo ſtrong- 
ly cautioned againft; to ſhew your own pre+ 
tended wiſdom is as talk without ſenſe, (ts) that 
you may pray to be (t) turned from your ini- 
quity and to underſtand his truth; and that in 
the FEAR of the LoRD is the, FULLNESS of 
WISDOM (2). Your own expreſſions carry 10 
them your confutation, and every object meets 
you with its proof, that the Chri/tian reveld- 
tion is of Gon, for the ſame reaſons nature is 
held to be from im; that they have one com- 
mon Author, and ſignify one common SAvi- 
OUR to mankind ; unanimouſly proclaimingy 
what it is a point of wi/dem to now, (x) that 
HERE in this ſcripture of truth is WISDOM 
(y) and RIGHT REASON, becauſe HERE are 
natural and unadulterated types or (z) ideas of 


07 2 things 
(p) If. xxix. 14. 
% Wiſd. v. 20. (r) Rom. xi. 25.—xii. 16. 
] Ecclefraſtic xxi. 18, (5) Du ix. 13. 
* Eccleſiaſtic. i. 16. (x) Rev. ii, 14. 


ty) Rev. xiii. 18, Dan. x. 21. 
(xz) I beg leave to ſobjoin the teſtimony which is borne to 
this typic nature of the revelation wade 10 the Jexws by the 


r 
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things given to us, (who muſt liſp out theſe un- 
ſpeakable yſleries by the help of theſe low in- 
fervor (a) 'ridiments) to reaſon upon, and to 
Fupply us with till and undey/landing, with ſpi- 
ritual illumination and life, through the great 
oblation of the true L1GHT (b) : as we have 
as | bodily 


— 


approved prelate Biſbop Brownrig, who was mighty indeed 
in the SS. in the 2 — the be Any in his agg © ALL 
* their prophecies,” ſays he, Vol. I. p. 113, „ pointed at 
© HIM—ALL, like lines meet in ruls center—ALL their 
«© types and ceremonies, &c, were faſcia infantis J=sv, — 
© ALL their kings figures of this great KING and yRINGE 
of our ſalvation— t L their judges and deliverers types of 
F© this great SAVvIOUR—ALL their ieſts bers to bring in 
this uch rA of onr profeſſion — Al the myitegics 
4% in SS, forccnarned them of This MY OTE. 

(4) Page 130. The ſame truly picus Biſhop rightly 
{ays, © To compare the glory of Cuklisr with he beanty 
% and luſtre of the moſt reſplendent creature, what is it but 
% to compare the ſan to the glimwerings of the glow-worm 7 
* Its infimtely bert f him? Sed fic balbutiendum chm 4c 
„ Deo ltoquimur, Pur we muſt thus fp, when we ſpeak 
* of Gop, &e. af yet we muſt contone. ourſelves with theſc 
<* glimpſes of his glory — as yet [the true] Joſeph (CunisT) 
90 e by an tuterpreter.“ 

(%) Dan. ix. zo. where Cunz, the tree Daniel, my 
vindicator, the interpoſer, (whoſe people are reckonei accord- 
ing to the pre in Gen. thr. 16. as a tribe of Ia; and 
therefore, tho deſetibed Rev, vii, 9. yet not reckoned b 
name among the tribe that were (ealed, Rev. vii. 4.) is 
repreſented upon his interceſſion, un the Ftrinę of his ſyrety obla- 
tion, for the man nature and the holy monntain, his church, 
tp have a comme nion opened with © the ſtrong G“ and favour 
and light to bimſell, as the greatly beloved“, by Gabriel's 
touching the typical Daniel after his prayer for his chy and 
people, at the ume of the evening oblation. The many vi- 
fions to this prophet are all typical ot what was ſo abundant- 
ly manifeſt to Cunts, (can Ari vt hear and »ot be afraid?) 
the true jadge and vinaicator Gon, who, like Daniel, was 
fairer than the chi'dren of men, Dan. i. 13.— who had kmw- 
edge and (hill in all learning and wiſdom, in all viſions and 
Fern, xvii. and is found far better than all magicians and 

Vas ds a aſtrologers, 
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bedily fight and illumination, as well as anle 
mal /ife, thio' the mediation of the Air caming” 

light, paſſing the. ſolar fue for us. ( 1 
Conſider this then, ye, that, though-baptized 
into the faith, forget d) the ALEIMu] inter- 
poſed vRR SONS. Behold ' how the ſaints of 
old, exerciſing reaſon in its proper province of 
an apprehender of a revelation, not of à re- 
dealer, received with gladneſs the rays of divine 
truth in nature's images, thus viſiting them un- 
der the ſhadowing law before the day ſpring 
came; what a good hope the few, who were 
not wiſe in their own concerts, had, under the 
Gallicinium (e) prophetarum, ** the cock-crew- 
* ing of the prophets”, and remember your- 
ſelves and be turned to the LoRD; now that 
the sUN of righteouſneſs, not in apogee, but 
in perigee and high mounted above our Hori- 
zon in the mid{t of heaven, more ſtrongly 
ſpines 


aftrnogers, that pretend by natzra'skill to drvine or be 4 vines 
— who ſaved even the impotent, the <viſe and falſe prophets, 
11. 18, when there was none had n2drrſtandging——who lay among 
hens, tho* there was found no fant in hin, tv. and rhougn 
exalied abe ve every name, &c c. vi. 4. &e—who has all the 
revolrtions of earthy Kingdoms to the conſummation of ff 
things made known to him and the eſtabliſhment of the 
kingdom if Gor in his church over all. Why fome Few 
reject this book is hence obviegs., 

(c)See vol. i. 9. 4556 And the late experiments in ele Trice. 
fy, which put a force upon the lig and only turn it out of 
its dae channel and office, evince this to work ſecretly for 
the ſupport of creatures and t hines, where it is not ſeen; and 
that it fs all things with its etherial inflaence, as CunisT 
does his church with his divine u neſß. 

(8) Pf. I. 22. e. Bp. Brownrig. 
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Hines his fulfilled grace,' his accompliſhed 
ruth on you, than this ſun does his beams, to 
declare and meaſure out, (/) like this world's 
un, the times, the /igns, the ſeaſons, the days 
and the years, For he, that waked the pa- 
triaralu with weaker rays to all their labour 
and travel and lighted them on their journey 
to the better country, has been long up, and 
will you ſtill ſlumber? Awake, thou that 
Neepeſt, view the peaſant that works under 
this typic light; and repent and behave the goſ- 
pel. Say too, ye patrons of an in-born light, 
whether you muſt not ſort your eyes not to ſee 
that it was a /e/s crime than a pretence to 
felf-mnformation that drowned the world; a leſs 
than this that cal out the nations, (becauſe they 
wor ripped and ſought direction of gods, tho? 
idol gods) a leis than his that deſtroyed and 
"diſperſed the Fewiſh nation, (for they hold it 
not )—not to ſee that the later heathens, the 
Greeks and Romans perceived 'and confeſſed 
| their 


(f) Gen. i. 14. where the origin commillion of the ſen, 
with the moor, to be a moſt exact mcaſurer of time through- 
out all ages to the world, as the goſpel light with the pro- 
phetic is of times to his church, is recorded. How unman 
calculations of the former, though very painful, like their 
eſtimations of the later, have failed, the reverend and truly 
Laberions Mr. Kennedy has, I think, in a great meaſure 
thewn, and given us hope he will further make appear, and 
that trae chronology is only to be found in the SS of that 
Gor who giverh laws to the ffars and changeth the times 
and the ſeaſons, and of whoſe people it is ſaid, they had under- 


ſanding of the times, 1 Chr, xii, 33. 
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their own ignorance of divine things and of d. 
tue; owned they could not be difcovered by 
fenſe and derived their knowledge of them and 
of their language and laws from a revelation 
in types and in words of a two-fold meaning (f} 
and. from the tradition of its contents and right 
in this eſteemed right reafon (g] to be drawn 
from their gods, and aſſerted the neceſſity of c- 
le/tial information and of ſubmiſſion to it. 
Will you then affirm, that you perceive not 
this neceſſity for a revelation, to give you all 
the #nowledge you have or ought to have of theſe 
things to enable you to reaſon. right-? Will 
you deny that there ever was one and pretend, 
apart from it, to have a ſelf- exi/tent proper 
a ſufficient” ligt and directory in that 22 
which, when ſeduceũ to act a part it was nat made 
for, namely, to ſer without the medium of a re 
vealing light, ever became the greateſt /educer, 
miſled men into Mires of profaneneſs and im- 
piety, produced a variety of vain-and funtaſlio 
religions, even the worſhip of t and 
ſhameleſs vices and different and contradictarꝝ 
MANNERS and notions in d:fferent countries? 
What is this but te have not only every ſaint 
af old, clothed with the garment of ſalvation 
and reſtored to his right mind, not only the 
men, of Nineveb, (b] and the queen of the 
* not . wo law and the goſpel- and 

ſubſervient 


” 10 their N in u hiech the devil aped the nut o 
revelation, (8) Cic. Philip. xii, (g. Matt. xi. 41. 
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ſubſervient nature and every miniftring obje#? in 
it to riſe up in judgment againſt you and con- 
demn you, but the apofiate nations, nay the 
very (hb) worſt of the heathen; and ſo to give us a 
ſtrong demonſtration that you are drawn back 
from the LIGHT of the truth into a blacker 
darkneſs? And what will ye do, when the day 
of - harveſt from this ſpiritual Egypt (i), when 
the night, () much indeed io be obſerved, ſhall 
come, wherein the Lok p on his ſecond advent 
ſhall avenge the contempt of his f, paſſing 
through all lands, cro//mg and preſſing and ſay- 
ing them in 'a bloody (/) wine-preſs, - who 
would not live through him, the true pass0+ 
VER, croſſed for them, when: he ſhall execute 
judgment upon the idol gods (m) of them, who 
are enemies to his church and give it a happy 
Exodus (n) and reft in CHRIST from the en- 
mity ?— What will ye do, ye purſuers (o) of 
the Chri/lian Iſrael, ye adverſaries to the ſer- 
vice of Ixsus, when the church of the (p). fir/t- 
born, like ChRIST, its head; ſhall without (g) 
keven be lifted up as the ſbeaf and, in him, the 
LAMB; without (r) blemiſh unto the Loxy on 
the morroto (q) after this week of being: when 


the 

Y Exel. vii. 24. (i) Rev. xi. 8. (k) Exod. xii. 42. 

(1) Rev. xiv. 20. (mm) Exod. xii. 12. ( d. Xii. 81. 

(e) c. xiv;\ G. (p) Heb, xi. 23. (7) Ex. xii. 
16, &c. (r) Lev. xxiii. 17, | 


(s) That there was a change of the ſabbath from the 2 
triarcbal day, on the LN, when the beginning of wer 
| eccleſiaſtical 
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the true and eterna SABBATH, the conſumma- 
tien of the NEW HEAVERS and NEW BARTH 
con © © 0) W707; BO Rl 


A 1 
5 


eccleflaſtical year w Changed, Txod. ti. 4. ſo 2 tu be the 
morrow after the Jewiſh ſabbath, Levit. xxiii. 1. is I thi 
clearly to be inferred from the univerſal corre ſpondency th 
is between the typet andthe antiirypes-.: From whence it 4 
to be argued, that the Loxv's day, on which the works 
the new creation were finiſhed in CanrsT and the incarnate 
Gov indeed reed, was the very | day oh which, this Gop 
reſted from the works of the old creation, Gen. Xi, and of 
Courſe that the Fewwi/b fabbath was kept on the 4% before 
it. And it is to be remarked. that thus + beromung the 
firſt day of their week and, like Caz1$T in this reſpe&, 
having the preeminence' andprecedenice, it was diſtinguiſhed 
in their holy muiſtration, by their being ordered to hold a 
Hal convocation on this ft day, this ol iter the ſab- 
b, as well as on their th day; and on the tf day 
to wave a ſheaf, the &rff-ſrnits, the type of Custer, who 
was thin raiſed as the Ft fruits, 1 Cort xv; fromthe dead, 
and; tb recen from ie, not from their ſabb43h, to the mor- 
row after the 7th ſabbath for their feaſt of weeks, the type 
of the fra, after the har If the fruits of the str, in 
the Pentecoſt of the gaſpet, when they were to offer the new 
meat-offering, Cuaisr. So that Currsr taught them there 
vemained a boly corvetation, when they th do no ſervile 
work, as our Sunday is, a reſt to; the people of Gob, which 
was to follow and att place of the typical reſt and ſabbath 
and to be the finſt of days, wherein they ſhould fe of the 
new things ot the gofpel. Nor. could this have been fignred 
withont this change of the ſdbbatical day; any mort than the 
eternal 7eſ# in glory taking place of the 1000 years, the laſt 
day of the week of this world's being, when the myſtery of 
Gov ſhall be fin;/be#, when the {piritual harveſt ſhall be - 
ed; when we ſhall reckon indeed our conſurnmate bliſs from 
a new 474, the redemption of the body”, the completion 
of completions, the eternal Pentecoſt ; When we ſhall ſpeak 
with new _— indeed, in the new heavens and new 
earth; then to be manifeſted, that we may feaſt in them for 
ever with the refering? of the fruits of, thas hezvenly land 
in perfected ſouls and bodies: And whit more agreeable to 
nature than to ſay, © a day firff in atcbunt; ſhall follows and 
© fate place of the ſeventÞ"'? May the — hear and be- 
ieve, may we do no ſervice and work on this ft day of the 
week, us the apoſtles, Fohn xx, 1.— 9. in allufion' to — 
” 1 4 _— 6 
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of his church from every ( ( Gog, that exalt- 
eth himſelf againſt it, ſhall be manifeſted ? 
© ! how the y ſounds, in the ear of faith ; 
louder than that („) of Egypr's inhabirants; 
zmidſt their rad e and how. awful a „lt bas 
faith of the enmity deftroyed in that ſolemn 
Jeeſon, ' y when the eng of Moſes and the 
LAMB ſhall be ſung, in greaten number than the 
breathleſs feet, which Tract once ſaw dead upon 
the feu. ure . How will ſorrow, more cl 
ing than che Aight which ete long will fit on 
theſe lands, \cover all that have not admitted 
that light to a place in their tions which 
Bone into their under landing. — all to whoſe 
converſion, as well as conti, it avails not 
all that ſhun the light they cannot but ſer, 
becauſe it would, like this n purify as well 
as enlighten; would, like tie, 4:/turb their in- 
tellectual fibers and awaten'them from their 
ipiritual ib in unbelief and ſin —becauſe it, 
like hit, riſes 2) to drive each wild brutal luſt 
away to its proper den, that men may go forth, 
Las Iſaw the induſtrious hu/bandmen lately do 
ee of the day) to their work and 
labor 


called our "IE RET we lock for the day which mall fol- 
eb of this world, on the fini/bing of the myſtery of 

2 * — For as Hilarins ſays, fix ages are the world"s conti- 
es the ſeventh day is the day . then the 8th is the 
of eternity: when we ſhall be taken up in glory, Bp. 
rOWnrig. Pol. i ii. 46. * 
( Exod. xiv. 13. (n) Fæel. xxx. Rev. xx. 8. 
. xii, 30. (7) Rev. xv. 3. (=) E ſ. ev. 22. 


een 
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labor in the LORD, until. the euexinę andthe ſha 
dow of their: fe are /fretcheq au for. death 
And yet is it not true that name, herein a eck. 
ing gratific ation. far. their \cuialty or Vary 
glory, can acquaint. themſelves, i 7 ſome mea 
ſure with the trongl. parts xeligion, of 
with che $ength of. ti, or that zgerſon and 
Zealouſly maintain ſpme in a part way: but, 
erring in this Fgp:fa1 reſpec.,gbgut; the end 
of all 4nowledge and, of every, galt. fot with 
the practice, as, ghiging us, . lye unto thy 

_ edification of the ghurch in the: unity of | 
faith, with ve, in QHRIST, Iss Is it — 
rye, that erg (a), Mavid's ROQT. a and Zetha- 
1449's BRANCH. $0,be gn 2 TREE. oF, KNOW- 
Les, their, mopths Would water at it and 
that becauſe it, 4 A TREEQF ALIKE, | for the 
dal / the hdi, eye like ;fmachs 
which 14/iſe (the; greficinal. leaves. that A- 
Ine can, nay e them, cult, it— becauſe Chry 
daqnity\is t9, be a, let, an () their HANDS, as 
Wall as a frontleat between their EYES— not 
only;a. Light for aur fights, but gi lang lor 
the directing of our AEN? Alas! the ruh 
\af-this. conduct is as great ag the. ſhame of it. 
And is not this ggeat ! For What is it or a 
Heryan under all ahis evidence and ſuch general 
32 DAY ain BE , of faith, not to 


| "have 
44) Bp- Brawsrig, 55 „14. 11 4 6099 Net A. J. & 
en Uu. Jes. Rat 10 580 '2 dy ” 1 {is 4 
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. 
have \Janh, © this fruitful And Anting Faith 
working in us a manife/f ſulfechiam tö Gp und 
to his er Arb in his chütth hat ri6t(to/[ee 
the way, geld willingly to f it with} cloſed 
ces, but, Wi t'a Father in H Neal again fin 
boldly paints it, 2 devil un i vob Hay, a ſin, 
like af of fam Ce), fbi aft Iract and 
Ae e ee ee 
N For i Geest, my coil, that cry one who 
makes his *quirtes into the He of nature 
Has 76 belitid& and BREfinge dfily: and hourly 
meet pis ehr und cart *his #L/ervation"; 
2 he dlreds them tg the” celefral bodies, 
to the "animal and vehitaripeereation; to the 
"mineral Of mdllc wotld&2to%%# or ſea, And 
all theſe, Femonſtratibe UF 'the poetry, the wif 
dim ang Tertficence of Job, "ſupply us, at every 
Jiep, with multiplied probs of the wohderful 
natyre and "operations of this" ukerious body, 
the ght; of its excellent e of the in- 
diſpenſable neceſſity there is for it to ven hie 
outward mah from daf net, to ſupport this 
life; to Enable him to uſe his members right, 
to ſe⸗ othefs as he , +9 make his obſerva- 
tions on every oth :t check, for the advantage of 
| ee Not 77 then would nature ſay, 
If we takt het lat, will he ec, who thro' the 
prope alviaaygiven, (f) prayslortbe ii of wiſe 

K 0 dom 
(4) St. Gerit. (1) 2 Sam. xii. 12. xvi. 22, 
te ors Bb 


Fd 
is before exſpiration in prayer, &c. Pol. i. p. 319. * 
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aum to reſt on him as it did on CHRIST, Ito 
enable him to know theſe parables (g) of under- 
flanding, which are in the treaſures, of wiſdom 5 
not % will he perceive in his meditations on the 
Cbriſtian ſyflem. Beauties and bleſſhigs far ſupt- 
rion and refined will. from this exceeding; broad 
commandment (h] ſpring forth in, nature's ca- 
lourings to the che of his underſtanding, whe- 
ther he contemplates the heavenly PERSONA - 
ES or the prophetic bodies, intellectual life or 
ſpiritual growth and culture, the deep-laid ores 
of enriching truth in the typic hiſtories or de- 
ſcriptions of nature in the veins of ſenſe; the 
nomy. of the/$PIRIT or the WATERS. of life. 
For whoſe (i): is: WISE. and, will, obſerve: thoſe 
things, even they ſhall UNDERSTAND -the - 
ving 4indnefs of JeHoVaH. And nature ſignifies 
that theſe, more emmently. declarative of the 
lovely attributes of Gop, will afford us, like 
Elibu, more to ſpeak on God's: behalf (AJ 
proofs, in countleſs ſueceſſion flowing, of this 
analogy and correſpondency- between the woxp 
and woRK of Ixsus, of the moreadmirable.nd- 
ture and operation of the ever, adorable LIGuT 
of life ; of the infinitely farigzeater.excellence 
and neceſſity of his illuminating grace to re- 
deem us from a far fouler darkneſs ; to fe uſe 
tam us in fpiritual 1 75 to enaple us to view 
. other 
9% Pee i, 45. (>) 1. evi 96. (i) — 
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$3be# perſons, ud we Heul; to make the more 
Tieceflary rgfledtiens on every ſpiritual objetꝭ, 
Tor the more intereſting advantage of the com- 
damen , the ſaint in the: honſbbld of faith, 
Which will conſequently mire. and more evinoe 
the public an of unbeliq, by ſnhewing in 
tuery ep of our pilgrimage that there never 
Was, is or Will be a time when we ſtand not 
In as meh weed of revealed fight to our outs 
und of the provi/oon it offer us, as our boay 
Ades of uns fan's light and of the temporal 


iow it ruin, fortns and di ſcouers to us. 
But, tho“ there are hid preater (1) things 


thefe; {for we have ſeem only a few, only 
The crime (my of ihr monys: of | JESVs, this 
true (n) Zliaut; yet the badoios are /tretched 
unt on the euntgins under the ſtreaked cloud. 
und the ſmoaky columns riſe from the wood- 
irt o#/agv9/ on our fight, the guail cries in 
:the field, and the pigeons, teaching the flight 
f ſouls to CHR, their refuge (o), flock 
With ' wearied wings to the windhus of their 
Houſe, whilſt in the yards the ſpotted hen, with 
The enamoittred companion of her eps, leaves 
me barn- der und ſreks the well-known roh,. 
For ' evening” fow-placed, as picturing divine 
X on 4 d 15 s mit for- 
/ Uy ErtlGtaftic: Alti. 35. tu fob i. 1. 
n nN, Not I know, but © the Gop or inter- 
« poſer bnoweth"", the name of the ſon of David, as typifying 
unter, the ſnob Putty, to be really the 4mrerpoſong Goh 


of knowledge. 2 Sam, v. 16. Nm. Xii. J 


N (9) Hai. lx. 8. 
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forbearance, comes; when the wearied buf 
bandman returns from the plow, left ſolitary in 
the unfiniſhed farrow, with his harneſſed roam r 
when the watchful ſhepherd gathers his num 
bered flock into the fold: remonſtrating to us 
how agreeable it is to the naturs of things for 
us to expect () a numbering and folding from 
the great SHEPHERD, and for us to wualt in 
the light (q) whilſt we have the LIGHT "to 
apply our hearts unto wiſdom (r) and to work 
whilſt it is yet called to day'(s) ; before our 
days on earth, which are but as-4 adow ( 
that paſſeth away, and at the beſt are fow ang 
evil (u), are_ fulfilled ; before the (x) night 
cometh when u man can work, So that I 
muſt retire to the dwelling, which my $AVIQUR, 
the great Loxp and poſſeſſor of heaven and 
earth (y), purchaſed for me by wanting (0 
ſtupendous e denying love!) where (a) 40 
lay his own holy head, that I, (how infinitely 
unworthy fuch, nay the leaſt benefit) might 
poſſeſs it. For what was the houſe be had? 
not a building of men: they, we have ſeen (a), 
refuſed him a lodging, as they often do in the 
ſtructures and ſyſtems of their building, The 
Heavens, the work of his (5) fingers”, were 
his only houſe ; this earth his paw ; theſe 


clouds 
(p) Rev, vii. 4. Jer. xxiii. 3. | (9) Jah. xti. 38. 
(7) Pf xc. 12. (s) Heb. iii. 13. (t) Pf. cxhiv.g. 


* Gen xlvii. 9. (x) Job. ix. 4. {y) Gen. xiv--29. 
8 Matt, Ville 20. (4) Mar, ii. 2. (®) F.. vii. Ze 
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rlaudt his curtains. There let us. fill gather; 
my ſoul, our (c) daily portion, ſtill ſweetly mes 
ditate with the cloud (d) of his-8PIRIT upon us 
evening to morning on the marvellous 
works of this comprehenſive ſyſtem of Chriſ 
tianity; which this world is thus made to ſhew; 
then formed to contemplate with adoration of 
its author works, which men more vainly 
ſeek to impeach, and interrupt, than they would 
to traduce or impede this correſpondent acone- 
my of nature—works, which have this tenden- 
ey, thro' the application of the srIRIr, to 
perfect us for the great day of REGENERA> 
TION, to igſtruct the mind, (e) to foim the 
| fallen 


1 That wiſdom and grace is given not at once, ſo as to 
render our diligence lee, but is to be gathered every day, is ty- 
pified by the manne gathered day by day”, by the help 
there came day by day to David, the beloved, 1 Chr. xii. 22. 
by the money gathered day by day to repair the figurative 
temple, xxiv. 11, — by the appointment for the prieſts, which 
was day by day, Exra vi. 9. that they might miniſter to 
Gop—by the allowance which Fehoiachin had when releafed 
from priſon, at a daily rate for every day, 2 Kin. xxv. 30. 
And the goſpel tells us the inward man is renewed day by day, 
2 Cor. iv. 16. and bids us ask day by day onr daily bread, 
Lak. xi. 3. that we may, like the prieſts, do the au requi- 
red every day, 2 Chr. vill. 14. How powerful an argument 
is this to ſtir us up to daily 3 and againſt the fond 
preſumption of one day's duty ſuperſeding the duty of and- 
they; of one day's {ſpiritual food ſufficing for a week or a 
mont h or a year to come. 

(4) Nam. ix. 21. | 

(e) Our ſalvation being wrought out by and in Car15T, that 
it may be manifeſted in us, his members, every mortification of 
fin, every delivery from an error and evil habit, as they become 
known unto us, may be ſv far called our birth or regener ation 
from this ot that ſin os errer, from one ſtate, namely, a ſtate 
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fallen faculties to their proper. 2ffices and to 
6 H renew 


of mind to another, in which ſenſe 1 have indeed twice or 
thrice uſed the word in this work. But becauſe this birth of 
us from the power of ſin, &c. is gradual, as our growth is, 
either perfected in our whole man till the redemption of - the 
body, becauſe perſons might be led by this uſe of the word 
for theſe rings in grace to overlook the new birth of their 
perſons from the guile of ſin to a ſtate of grace, favour ot 
acceptance, or to life, previouſly to this maniteſt growth in 
life, thro* water and the ſpirit; and ſo to ſuperſede the uſe of rhe 
Fxver of regeneration, this divine means of our new birth, 
this ſeal of Cnn1sT's righteouſneſs, which parifics our per- 
ſons, it is the ſafeſt way to confine the application of the word 
regeneration to this new birth of our perſons from a ſtate of 
guilt and enmity to juſtification and favory, by being burie# 
with Cnaisr by baptiſm into his death; that we may reckon 
ourſelves dead indeed unte fin, but alive ante God thre' Ix- 
sus Cusis r er Loa p, in his white robe of righteoufneſs, 
then put on us, Galat. iii. 27. and the fellowſhip of his 
SPIRIT there ſealed, that we may live with thankfulneſs in 
the faith of it. And it is alſo bef# to call theſe departares 
from the evil we have fallen into, aſter grace given, and which 
are wrought in us by the power of the $yIRTT, through the 
long: ſuffering of Gov, and are the work of ſanttification ma- 
nifeſting grace 75 given, by the ſeriptural phraſes of renewing, 
repentance and converſion. For what 2 and uncharitable 
ſch ſint have many run into, thro' their confounding the con- 
* of a ſoul, which after regeneration had gone aſtray 
with the birth of his whole perſon from guilt into a ſtate of 
favoar; through their ſetting up a laver againſt CxzisT's 
laver : forgetting that they as vainly lay a foxrndaticn out of 
CarrsT as they who would build in the air : and that they, 
who cannot bear the fiery wrath, muſt be waſhed with the 
water out of Cir1sT's {de to be EAN. So well did the 
zealous and judicious Lat her give this caution againſt the he- 
reſies of his day, which are revived and have gained much 
rownd in ourt. ** If fo be that thou fall into fin remember to 
© go back unto thy baptiſme : for this is the only /bip, where · 
„in we paſs over. herefore take heed of them, which 
„ make two tables whereby we paſſe over the ſes of finnes, 
namely, baptiſme and repentance. Believe them not, what- 
„ {vever they handle it is meere delnſion— baptiſme is the he- 
* rinning of repentance; as often therefore as thou falleſt 
© into ſinne have recourſe unto thy baptiſme, there thou 


© ſhalt againe obtain the HOLY GnosT, who may * 
i 
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renew the man in KNOWLEDGE /) (not deviſed 
or imaged by us, but revealed from Gop in 
theſe. natural ideas) and in the HOLINEsS or 
TRUTH after the IM AE of Hi who created 
us. So that there may be, thro' this “ un- 
„ DERSQATAN DING (g) given us to KNOW 
« him that is TRUE”, in our microcoſm or the 
one eſſence of our ſoul, a /emular trinity of powers, 
one (ent forth, as the light, to apprehend the (5) 
ideas of Gop, &c. revealed from heauen; a 


ſecond collecting and working up (i) what is 
thus diſcovered, to bring it back to the judg- 
ment to ſatisfy (Y it; and a third, with diſcre- 
tion, examining and deciding upon this collected 
evidence; in order to extract and give light in 


word or language (1) to the whole man, for the 
making 


* with thee”. See his ſermon on the Epiphany, p. 22— 21, 
100, III. 

: Cor. iv. 4. Eph. iv. 24. This image is CxrrsT, to 
whom we are made cenſorm; having the righteouſneſs and 
wiſdom of him, who was ſent, like Joſeph, to teach us wis- 
vox, Pſ. cv. 22. (g) 1 John v. 20. 

So this world's light receives the fimilitudes of objeRts 
formed by the Creator, as a mediam to convey them to our 
ſenſes: and ſo the true LIN, according with the cxconomy 
in nature,affumed the human image or fimilitude, born of Gov, 

(i So the particles of air are recollefFed and returned by 
the ſpirit to feed the ſolar fire, as it does a culinary fire or 
furnace.. . So the human ſimilitude, which the light of life 
had affemed, was thro* the syir1T carried up to the Fa. 
TEES, Hence Lucretius fays, i, 23. ether ſidera paſcit. 

LI have not, rcom to be particular at preſent about this 
part of the image only to add, that ſo the air feeds or ſatisfies 
the fire, that we way have natural light; and that fo CuzrsT 
bere the fiery wrath of Gor and ſacisfied it to be a light to us. 

s the things of this world are known to us in their 
manifeſting ſigns or woris 5 and ſo the divinity was manifeſted 

in 
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making of the will to incline to or decline from 
this or that courſe. (m) Then, on the ſetting in of 
the far more intereſting pring of bodies from 
the grave, on the great morning of the reſur- 
rection from the ſleep of death, when nature, 
becauſe the fini/hed church wants not its miniſ- 
try, ſhall be diu, ſhall I, having had an 
eye to his mercy and walked in his TRUTH, 
be guickened by his SPIRIT and appear toge- 
ther with CHr1sT in GLORY, bearing his 
image on my whole man: as my bady quigkened 
by the air or ſpirit of this world has in the earth 
been encircled with the. ſun's typic luſtre. 
But can I retire from theſe fields, | in every 
of which, as in every page of SS is repreſcnted 
5 ſalvation by CHRIST“, without prayer..and 
praiſe to the incarnate Gon, who thus belpeth 
us againſt every entichriſtian foe, that, either 
openly, or in ſuperſtitious, diſguiſe and under 
pretence of other and new lights, aſſaults our 
FAITH :—to the Victory of Ifrael, who thus in 
all his works pleading” the cauſe of his word, 
flops the mouth of iniquity (n] and manifeſts 
his TRUTH by a daily RBHEARSALyin the viſi - 
6 H 2 dle 
in the wos p. Thus truly does Chriftianity alone reform the 
ſoul after the image of Gov, i. e. the holy and eternal TRINI- 
TY. And hence it is eaſy to ſee that theſe facuſties of the 
ſoul in their fallen ſtare, like the "members of the body 
fallen into death, do and can manifeſt nothing bur caxraption, 
corrupt motices and cortupt jugmem aud corrupt iriference 


and fo corrupt inclination and prattice. 


(m) See p. 926. {n) Pf. evi. 42. 
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ble nm of nature, of the infinitely wiſe 
and gracious arconomy of our REDEMPTION 
from darkneſs to his marvellous light, ts ſet his 
church (n) on high from affliction and to make 
it families like à flott Can I withdraw from 
theſe heaven formed drvinity ſchoo's, with- 
out the voice of thankſgiving to iu, who, thus 
compaſſionating us, as once he did the dæmoniac, 
(e) makes us fit clothed with his enlightening 
WISDOM” and RIGHTEOUSNESS, and in our 
RIGHT MIND, (p), who by nature are nated 
and unendowed with (g) either and under the 
tyranny of an uncltan ſpirit, whoſe name is in- 
deed Legion, (7) and who have a dwelling amidſt 
tombs of infidelity and offence— whom the 
experience of ages has evinced no man 
was ever able to bind to duty with all the fet- 
tering reſtraints of human device, with all the 
chains of what is called natural or moral 

obliga- 


(n) xli. (o Mark v. where Cnz1sT gave men 
As ſign of his reſtitution of us to our ſenſes by his grace ma- 
nifeſt in our little world. 

(p) “,,. Whence Athanaſins ſomewhere obſerves 
N 4 through the goſpel only — reaſonable creatures : 
as indeed St. Paul ſtrongly intimates, when he ſays, If any 
among - to be wis in this world, (for it is the 

this folly to make a man think himſelf to be 
what he is not) let him become 4 FOOL that he may be WISE. 
1 Coy. iii. 16, 

) Bernard, to ſhew the abſurdity of men's pretences to 
a nataral knowledge of theſe things, thus juſtly expoſtulates, 
4% Shall the mud (and no better are we) boaſt iel that it 
« ſends forth that light which ſbines upon it” ? 

r) Mar. v. 9. 
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<« obligation” —whom (ſo far are we from be · 
ing ſelf-tamers) no man could tame, and by a 
happy alteration reduce to right reaſoning and 
obedience who, regardleſs of times, wanders 
in mountains of haughty miſconceptions and 
worldly eminence, practicing mad utterance and 
felf-offence, nor has aught to ſay to Chriſtianity 
but, ** what (5) have { to do with thee & torment 
© ment” No, the ſoul that ſees itſelf thus 
reſtored to its right mind ſeeks, like the reco- 
vered dæmoniac, (t) to be with CHRIST ; and 
as, whilſt it may, it obeys the commandment 
that ſounds in the ears of faith, Go home 
(u) to thy friends and tell them“ (not only in 
ward but in thy deeds, demonſtrating thy 
recovery) * how great things the LoxD hath 
done for thee and hath had compaſſion on thee”, 
ſo in this ſyſtem, the work but of his fingers, 
it is full of praiſe unto Gop for his nobler 
work, which nothing but his mighty arm (x) 
could complete. For we ſee the trees and 
plants put forth to drink both the morning and 
evening dews ; the child at even and in the morn- 
ing ſeeks his parents love; and the priefts of old 
at theſe times bring their ſacr:fices of praiſe ? 
Such is the ſervice of this ſoul, as his plant, 
his /n, his prieſt : and this, () as with the 

con- 


{s) Mar. v. 7. (t) v. 19. (1) v. 19. 
P, xcviii. 1. : 
(-) Pf. exi. 5+ 


4 0 
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. 


k. 39. zvi-liii, 5. 
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conpregation in the temple, fo, like Juhu, (2 
with bis bouſe, and ſecretly or in private in the 
temple of his body, at evening (a) and at morn- 
ing, (and what child f love thinks much of the 
ſervice and will not add, with David, (5) 
ſeven times a day will I praiſe thee,” becauſe of 
thy righteous judgments, and at midnight I will 
(c) rife to give thanks unto thee ?) at nom-day. 
For being riſen in the power of faith out of 
the allurements of ſenſe to the rich proſpett be- 
yond. this typic world, its affection ſays, whom 
(4) have I in heaven but thee? and there is none 
upon carth-that I deſire in compariſon of thee. (e) 
O that ny ways were directed to keep thy ſlatutes / 
And its language, is and will be, Bleſs the 
Lord and (/) all that is within me bleſs his 
holy NAME, whoſe work is thus (g) honoura- 
Sia and glorious, vrrity and judgment, (hb) I will 
never forget thy precepts—1 will delight myſelf in 
thy commandments. Sooner ſhall man not ſpeak 
well of the field that yields to him a moſt 
plentiful har veſt; not thank the friend who de- 
livers him from a dungeon, more diſmal than 
that the apeſtle of the circumciſion (i) was 
bound in, into the pleaſing views of the day, 
than the renewed ſpirit forget to ſpeak the 
praiſes of this KING of GLoRY for his daily 


and 

(z) Jo/b. xxiv. 15. (a) PF. lv. 17. 

(b) VJ. cxix. 164. that is, not juſt ſo many times, but 
ſatisfaForily or fully, without ceaſing. 

(c) v. 62. (d) Ixiii. 24. le) exix. 5, 
Y ciii. 1. (g) exi. 37. (4) exix. 93 and 47, 
( 47; xii, 6, ; 


* 
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and unremitted benefits to che tubole man ani 
for the hape ſet before him. Soonet ſhall a 
man hide x mine of golden ore from, his diſtreſ- 
ſed family, than this not tell out this grace 
and truth with gladneſs to his children, | Be 
all thy powers then, my ſaul, lifted up to hea- 
ven in holy deſire for the glory to be revealed, (i) 
with hands ſtretched wide for apprehenſion; to 
magnify his NAME and ſollicit his grace. 

« O Lord JESU CHrisr, chou 
% holy and eternal woRD, the ALPHA and 
« OMEGA, the BEGINNING and END of the 
© creation of Gop, an ever riſing and never 
„ ſetting sud, in whoſe light we only: ſee 
light, who, having waſhed me from my 
„ fins in thine own blaod, has thus ſhew- 
ed forth thy wi/dam from the throne of thy 
« glory and convinced me that theſe thy hea- 
&« dens declare thy righteouſneſs and that thy 
truth indeed is on every ſide, mercifully ac. 
& cept the tribute of my praiſe for bringing 
« thy whole church and me, the unworthieſt 
% member of it, out of darkneſs to thy mar- 
„ vellous light. Open the eyes of all nations 
<< to ſee and apprehend thy brightening righ- 
„ teouſneſs, ned in thy word and ſealed in 
* thy ſacraments and ſhewed in thy firma 
«- ment; that we all made w1sE by thee 
gur PROPHET and purified by thee our 
*© PRIEST and ruled by thee our KINo, 
* may — thee, 3 of thee and praiſe thy 
NA. 
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NAME. . More eſpecially ſend forth the ſpt- 
rit of counſel- and might into the heart of 
our gracious Sovereign GEORGE, that as 
he'rules by thee, it may, be for thee; and to 
his Royal Family and to all that are put in 


authority under him, that the y: with erery 
of his ſubjects may ſerve before thee to the 


+ diſcouraging of all * falſe doctrine, hereſy and 


& ſchiſm”, that we may live ſoberly, righteouſly 


41 


t 


and godly in this preſent world; that we, 
accepted of the FATHER thro' THEE, may 
be filled with the HoLY SPIRIT of promiſe, 
to ſhew forth thy wiſdom in our /ips, and 
power in our [fe ; and that antichriſtian error 
may be put to ſhame, ſinners converted and 
thy caURcH edified: ſo that, after we have here 
manifeſted thy virtues in us, when the frame 
of nature ſhall be no mere and when this 
vail of the creation ſhall be done away, we, 


regenerated in body and ſoul, may have 'a 


place in the new heavens and new earth and, 
with the angelic choir, caſting our crowns of 
grace; of wiſdom and righteouſneſs and glo- 
ry, as thy gifts before thy throne, may in one 
unremitted harmony hymn out this acknow- 
ledgment: Thou ART woRTHY, O Lok p, 
TO RECEIVE GLORY AND HONOUR AND 
POWER; -FOR THOU- HAST CREATED ALL 
THINGS; AND FoR THY PLEASURE THEY 
ARE AND WERE CREATED”, AMEN. 
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